
                                                                                  
 
Re: The urgent need for a renewed National Hate Crime Action Plan 

16 October 2025 

Dear Ministers,  

As too many distressing and painful events over the past few years have shown, hate crime 
remains one of the most pressing challenges facing our communities. The most recent 
Government Hate Crime Action Plan expired in spring 2020. Since then, police-recorded 
hate crime has risen by 31%, with 137,550 offences recorded across all strands in the year 
ending March 2025. 

We, the undersigned civil society organisations, academics, and experts working to confront 
hate crime and support victims, see the daily impact of these harms. Hate crime drives 
communities apart, isolates victims, and erodes trust in public services. These harms are 
being intensified by the growth of far-right exclusionary narratives, fuelling hostility, 
emboldening perpetrators, and spreading fear through targeted communities.  

In the absence of a national action plan, responses remain piecemeal and inconsistent, 
leaving many victims without the support they need and undermining efforts to build safer 
and more cohesive communities. 

There is an urgent need for the Government to prioritise and deliver a new Hate Crime 
Action Plan for England and Wales. The recent Manifesto for Change, developed by the 
Centre for Hate Studies and Protection Approaches in consultation with hundreds of 
organisations, practitioners, and people with lived experience, sets out ten clear, practical, 
and achievable recommendations that could provide the foundation for such a plan.  

These include improving awareness of hate crime, ensuring victim support is available 
across the country, strengthening police expertise, introducing parity in the law, tackling 
online hate, and appointing an independent Hate Crime Commissioner. 

The evidence is clear: a renewed action plan, grounded in research and supported by the 
sector, would not only improve the lives of victims of hate crime but would also strengthen 
trust, cohesion, and resilience across society.  

We call on the Government to act now and to work with experts and communities in 
developing and implementing this plan. We stand ready to support the government in this 
endeavour.  

Yours sincerely,  

Alex Raikes, CEO - SARI 
Ben Kernighan, Interim CEO – Galop 
Black Voices Cornwall CIO 
British Society of Criminology Hate Crime Network 
Campaign Against Racism Group (CARG) 
Centre for Hate Studies 
Dr Ashton Kingdon 
Dr David Wilkin 
Dr Hannah Mason-Bish 
Dr Irene Zempi 
Dr Jane Healy 
Dr Jo Smith 
Dr Lauren Steckles-Young 
Dr Leah Burch 
Dr Martha Babbs 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffigshare.le.ac.uk%2Farticles%2Freport%2FManifesto_for_Change%2F30094456%3Ffile%3D58075834&data=05%7C02%7Ccallie.lewis%40protectionapproaches.org%7C27c8285566b0497d364108de04d36ae2%7C0465e5ecdd6f4d80ac0483d8928039b2%7C0%7C0%7C638953503241914557%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=k0zT8L%2Fw3%2FCnP0kwKtCFdSoB8zu%2F2qr%2FWHJFIovkbKg%3D&reserved=0


                                                                                  
 
 
Dr Moslem Boushehrian 
Dr Rachel Keighley 
Dr Shamila Ahmed 
Dr Vijay Sharma 
Friends, Families and Travellers 
GATE Herts Report Racism GRT 
Hilary Barber - Vicar of Halifax 
Mark Healey, Founder and CEO - 17-24-30 National Hate Crime Awareness Week 
Marwa Soliman, Director - Empowerment for Heya 
Mike Ainsworth - Chair, National Independent Advisory Group on Hate Crime for Policing 
and Criminal Justice 
Naz and Matt Foundation 
On Your Side 
Professor Jon Garland 
Professor Mark Walters - Chair of Advisory Board, International Network for Hate Studies 
Professor Matthew Williams, Director of HateLab 
Protection Approaches 
Race Equality First 
Shamsher Chohan, Director - Communities Inc 
Simon Blake, CEO - Stonewall 
Stop Funding Hate 
Stop Hate UK 
Sue Sanders, Founder - LGBT+ History Month 
Tell Mama 
The Sophie Lancaster Foundation 
Translucent 
Why Me? 
 


