
Colfax, Louisiana 

February 20, 2020 

                

 

The Police Jury of the Parish of Grant, State of Louisiana, met in regular session at its meeting place, the Police Jury 

Meeting Room of the Parish Courthouse, 200 Main Street, Colfax, Louisiana on Thursday, February 20, 2020 at 5:00 

p.m. 

 

The following members were present: 

Mr. Don Arnold, Mr. David Merrell, Mr. Mark Ball, Mr. Brandon DuBois, Mr. Winston Roberts, Mr. Cephas 

Bowie, Jr., Mr. Johnny Jamison, and Mr. Arnold Murrell 

 

 The following members were absent: 

            None 

 

Motion by Mr. Johnny Jamison, seconded by Mr. Winston Roberts to accept the minutes of the last meeting as 

published in the official journal. Motion carried.  

 

The dedication of the Veterans Service Building was discussed and tentatively scheduled for May 20, 2020 at 10:00 

am. 

 

Motion by Mr. Brandon Dubois, seconded by Mr. Cephas Bowie, Jr. to appoint Jessie “Sissy” Pace as the 

Secretary/Treasurer/Parish Manager effective April 1, 2020 for a two-year period with salary as recommended by the 

Personnel Committee.  Motion carried. 

 

Mr. Steven Kimball of Rosier, McKay, & Willis addressed the jury regarding the Louisiana Compliance Questionnaire.  

 

Motion by Mr. Arnold Murrell, seconded by Mr. Winston Roberts to adopt the Louisiana Compliance Questionnaire. 

Motion carried.  

 

Mr. Jeff Pogue, Operations Manager with Acadian Ambulance gave the report for calls and transports for months of 

December 2019 and January 2020. 

 

Mr. Robert Wolfe, Parish Engineer, updated the Jury on parish projects that he is currently working on. 

 

Mr. Josh McAllister with the Louisiana Loggers Association addressed the Jury regarding the Parish’s permitting 

process for logging companies. 

 

Motion by Mr. David Merrell, seconded by Mr. Johnny Jamison to adopt resolution 1-2020: Honor the Retirement of 

Mr. Donald R. Combs. Motion carried.  

 

RESOLUTION: 1-2020 

 

HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF MR. DONALD R. COMBS 

  

    WHEREAS, Mr. Donald R. Combs, has served with distinction and dedication as an employee of the Grant Parish 

Police Jury for twenty-two (22) years and five (5) months. 

 

     WHEREAS, he has served the citizens of Grant Parish and the Police Jury with Honor during those twenty-two (22) 

years and five (5) months. 

 

WHEREAS, Mr. Donald R. Combs will retire from service effective January 31, 2020  

 

     NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Grant Parish Police Jury in recognition of his dedication and 

devotion, does hereby Commend and Honor Mr. Donald R. Combs for twenty-two (22) years and five (5) months of 

meritorious service to the Grant Parish Police Jury and the Citizens of Grant 

 

Passed, approved and adopted this 20TH day of February, 2020. 

 

(s) Cindy Jameson                                                               (s) Don Arnold                    .  

Cindy Jameson, Secretary/Treasurer                                                                Don Arnold, Parish President 

                         

C E R T I F I C A T E 

 

I, Cindy Jameson, Secretary/Treasurer of the Grant Parish Police Jury, certify that the above and foregoing constitutes a 

true and correct copy of a Resolution passed and adopted by the Grant Parish Police Jury on February 20, 2020. 

 

(s) Cindy Jamison                                 

Cindy Jameson, Secretary/Treasurer 

 

Motion by Mr. David Merrell, seconded by Mr. Brandon Dubois to open for Public Auction of Adjudicated Property.  

Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Mr. Brandon DuBois, seconded by Mr. Johnny Jamison to adopt Ordinance 1-2020; Sale of  

Adjudicated Property. Motion carried.  

 

EXHIBIT J: Sale of Adjudicated Property 

 

ORDINANCE  01-2020 

 

AUTHORIZING THE GRANT PARISH POLICE JURY 

TO SELL  

 

A certain piece, parcel or tract of land, together with all buildings and improvements thereon, and all rights, 

ways and privileges thereto appertaining, being, lying and situated in the Parish of Grant, State of Louisiana, and being 

more particularly described as follows to-wit: 



 

Beginning at the Northwest corner of property now owned by Mrs. Lillian Lecaze and run west along Red 

River Drive a distance of 64 feet, thence South a distance of 135 feet, thence East a distance of 61 feet to 

property line of Mrs. Lillian Lecaze, thence North 135 feet to point of beginning on Red River Drive, all in the 

Town of Montgomery, Grant Parish, Louisiana as described in COB 105, Page 343; 

 

Further described on the Grant Parish tax roll as Lot 10 of E.W. Rodgers Est. of Blk 20 of Old Montgomery, 

Sec. 20-8-5 West. 

 

Municipal Address:  Tbd Old Jefferson Hwy., Montgomery, LA 71454 

 

TO: RICHARD & BRENDA PAYNE 

 

FOR THE 

CONSIDERATION OF $889.97 CASH 

 

 WHEREAS, the Parish of Grant owns property described as  

 

A certain piece, parcel or tract of land, together with all buildings and improvements thereon, and all rights, 

ways and privileges thereto appertaining, being, lying and situated in the Parish of Grant, State of Louisiana, and being 

more particularly described as follows to-wit: 

 

Beginning at the Northwest corner of property now owned by Mrs. Lillian Lecaze and run west along Red 

River Drive a distance of 64 feet, thence South a distance of 135 feet, thence East a distance of 61 feet to 

property line of Mrs. Lillian Lecaze, thence North 135 feet to point of beginning on Red River Drive, all in the 

Town of Montgomery, Grant Parish, Louisiana as described in COB 105, Page 343; 

 

Further described on the Grant Parish tax roll as Lot 10 of E.W. Rodgers Est. of Blk 20 of Old Montgomery, 

Sec. 20-8-5 West. 

 

Municipal Address:  Tbd Old Jefferson Hwy., Montgomery, LA 71454 said property having been adjudicated 

to either the aforementioned City and/or the 

Parish for unpaid property taxes; and 

WHEREAS, a request has been received from RICHARD & BRENDA PAYNE, to purchase said property for 

the consideration of $889.97 cash, at the time of sale, said consideration representing the total of the statutory impositions, 

governmental liens, and costs of sale or two-thirds (2/3) of the appraised value of the property; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, this Jury is of the opinion that it would be in the public interest to convey the above-mentioned 

property to RICHARD & BRENDA PAYNE, for the offered consideration. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Grant Parish Police Jury that: 

 

Section 1.  A certain piece, parcel or tract of land, together with all buildings and improvements thereon, and 

all rights, ways and privileges thereto appertaining, being, lying and situated in the Parish of Grant, State of Louisiana, 

and being more particularly described as follows to-wit:  

 

Beginning at the Northwest corner of property now owned by Mrs. Lillian Lecaze and run west along Red 

River Drive a distance of 64 feet, thence South a distance of 135 feet, thence East a distance of 61 feet to 

property line of Mrs. Lillian Lecaze, thence North 135 feet to point of beginning on Red River Drive, all in the 

Town of Montgomery, Grant Parish, Louisiana as described in COB 105, Page 343; 

 

Further described on the Grant Parish tax roll as Lot 10 of E.W. Rodgers Est. of Blk 20 of Old Montgomery, 

Sec. 20-8-5 West. 

 

Municipal Address:  Tbd Old Jefferson Hwy., Montgomery, LA 71454 

 

 Grant Parish, Louisiana, should be re-entered into the stream of commerce thereby serving the public interest. 

Section 2. The acquiring person shall certify, in writing, to the Purchasing Department that he/she or his/her 

agent has searched for all names and last known addresses of all owners, mortgages, and any other person(s) who may 

have a vested or contingent interest in the property, or who have filed a request for notice as indicated in those records 

and has so examined: 

 

• the mortgage and conveyance records of Grant Parish,  

• the current telephone book,  

• any other examination resources, including Internet search engines, if any,  

the records of the Louisiana Secretary of State and the Secretary of States set forth by the names of identified 

entities 

 

Section 3. The acquiring person shall submit the required notifications (R.S. 47:2206 A and B) to the Civil 

Sheriff for his/her signature, and then notify those persons identified via regular mail, certified mail*, publication and/or 

service of process.  *Copies of the “green and white receipts” should be maintained by the purchaser as indicia of 

compliance with the notice requirements; 

 

Section 4. The acquiring person shall send a written notice notifying any tax sale party whose interest the 

successful bidder or donee intends to be terminated that the party has until the later of the following to redeem the property 

or otherwise challenge in a court of competent jurisdiction the potential sale or donation: 

 

(a) Sixty days from the date of the notice provided in this Subsection, if five years have elapsed from 

the filing of the tax sale certificate (formerly “proces verbal”), or six months after the date of the notice provided for in 

this Subsection, if five years have not elapsed since the filing of the tax sale certificate (formerly “proces verbal”); 

 

(b) The filing of the sale or donation transferring the property.  

 

(c) The written notice required by this Section shall be that which is included 

        in R.S. 47: 2206 A. (2). 



 

Section 5.  The acquiring person shall cause to be published in the official journal of this parish (currently the 

Colfax Chronicle) a notice that any tax sale party whose interest the successful bidder or donee intends to be terminated 

has, to redeem the property, until the later of: 

 

(a)     Sixty days, for property on which a tax sale certificate (formerly 

“proces verbal”) was filed over five years previous of the first publication, or six months if the tax sale certificate 

(formerly “proces verbal”) was filed less than five years before the first publication of the notice provided for in this 

Subsection. 

 

(b)     The filing of the sale or donation transferring the property.  

 

(c)       The publication required by this Section shall be that which is included in  

 

      R.S. 47:2206 B. (2). 

 

Section 6. The acquiring person may file with the recorder of mortgages a copy of one of the notices that was 

sent to the tax debtor or the current owner.  A transfer, mortgage, lien, privilege, or other encumbrance filed after the 

filing of the notice shall not affect the property.  The recorder of mortgages or recorder of conveyances shall cancel, 

erase, terminate, or release the acts upon the request of the acquiring person.] 

 

Section 7.  At any time after the expiration of the sixty-day or six-month periods, as applicable, set forth in 

R.S. 47:2206 (A) and (B), the acquiring person, or his/her successors and assigns, may send to this body a written notice 

requesting that the sale/donation to him/her be authenticated.  The President of the Jury shall authenticate the sale or 

donation within ten days from the date of the request or as soon thereafter as practical.  However, the President shall not 

execute the act of cash sale or act of donation until the District Attorney’s office has certified in writing to the President, 

that purchaser or donee has complied with the mandates of this Ordinance.   The sale price shall be paid by cashier’s 

check or money order at the time of the sale. 

 

NOTE: The initial application fee of $75.00 and any other costs incurred by the purchaser shall not be applied 

to the purchase price and shall not be refundable if the purchaser elects not to complete the process. 

 

NOTE:  The City of Montgomery and/or the Parish of Grant shall reserve all oil, gas and other mineral rights 

in and to the property to be conveyed, but shall convey the surface rights of the said property.   

 

Section 8.  The acquiring person shall be responsible for filing the sale or donation and payment of all filing 

fees.   

 

Section 9.  The only warranty owed by the political subdivision or the municipalities shall be a warranty against 

eviction resulting from a prior alienation by the political subdivision or the municipality.   

 

(a)  All sales and donations shall be without warranty, either expressed or 

implied, even as to return or reduction of the purchase price, including without limitation the warranty against redhibitory 

defects or vices and the warranty that the thing sole is reasonable fit for its ordinary purpose or the acquiring person’s 

intended or particular purpose.   

 

(b)   These waivers or exclusions of warranties shall be self-operative regardless of whether the waivers 

or exclusions are contained in the act of sale or donation, and regardless of whether they are clear and unambiguous, 

and regardless of whether they are brought to the attention of the acquiring person.  This provision supersedes the 

requirements of any other law. 

 

(c)   The writing constituting the sale shall be in the form as provided in R.S. 47: 2207 B. and the writing 

constituting the donation shall be that which is included in R.S. 47: 2207 C. 

 

Section 10.  The provisions of R.S. 41:1338 shall not apply to the property being sold or donated in accordance 

with this Ordinance. 

 

Section 11.  A certified copy of the sale or donation shall be prima facie evidence of the regularity of all matters 

dealing with the sale or donation and the validity of the sale or donation.  

 

Section 12.  Contemporaneously with or subsequent to the filing of the sale or donation of adjudicated property, 

the acquiring person, his/her successors, or assigns, may file with the recorder of mortgages an affidavit indicating how 

the tax sale parties whose interest the acquiring person, his/her successors, or assigns, intends to be terminated were 

identified, how the address of each tax sale party was obtained, how the written notice was sent, the results of sending 

the written notice, and the dates of publication.   

 

(a) The affidavit may also contain a statement of the interest to which the purchaser or donee takes 

subject.  The recorder of mortgages shall index the affidavit only under the names of the owner filing the affidavit and 

the tax debtor, as mortgagors.   

 

(b) The affidavit described herein shall be sufficient if it follows the form articulated in R.S. 47: 2208. 

 

(c) With respect to a sale, the filing of the affidavit provided herein shall operate as a cancellation, 

termination, release, or erasure of record of all statutory impositions of all political subdivisions then due and owing, of 

all governmental liens, and of all interests, liens, mortgages, privileges, and other encumbrances recorded against the 

property sold and listed in the affidavit. 

 

(d) With respect to a donation, the filing of the affidavit provided herein shall operate as a cancellation, 

termination, release, or erasure of record of all statutory impositions of all political subdivisions then due and owing, of 

all governmental liens, and of all interests, liens, mortgages, privileges, and other encumbrances recorded against the 

property sold and listed in the affidavit. 

 

(e) Upon filing of the affidavit, the recorder of mortgages or the recorder of conveyances shall treat as 

canceled, terminated, released, or erased, all those liens, privileges, mortgages or other encumbrances canceled, 

terminated, released or erased under subsections (c) or (d) of this Section, only insofar as they affect the property. 

 



(f) The owner filing the affidavit shall be liable to and indemnify the recorder of mortgages, the recorder 

of conveyances, and any other person relying on the cancellation, termination, release, or erasure by affidavit for any 

dames that they may suffer as a consequence of such reliance if the recorded affidavit contains materially false or incorrect 

statements that cause the recorder to incorrectly cancel, terminate, release, or erase any interest listed in the affidavit.  

The recorder of mortgages and the recorder of conveyances shall not be liable for any damages resulting to any person 

or entity as a consequence of the cancellation, termination, release or erasure of any interest in compliance with this 

Section.  

 

 THUS PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED on this 20th day of February, 2020. 

 

 

(s) Cindy Jameson                                                               (s) Don Arnold                    .  

Cindy Jameson, Secretary/Treasurer                                                                Don Arnold, Parish President 

                         

C E R T I F I C A T E 

 

I, Cindy Jameson, Secretary/Treasurer of the Grant Parish Police Jury, certify that the above and foregoing constitutes a 

true and correct copy of a Resolution passed and adopted by the Grant Parish Police Jury on February 20, 2020. 

 

(s) Cindy Jamison                                 

Cindy Jameson, Secretary/Treasurer 

 

Motion by Mr. Brandon DuBois, seconded by Mr. Johnny Jamison to introduce Proclamation 1-2020; Grant Parish 

Coroner vacancy. Motion carried. 

PROCLAMATION    

01-2020 

WHEREAS, an anticipated vacancy has occurred in the Office of the Grant Parish Coroner effective March 22, 2020, 

and   

WHEREAS, the Grant Parish Police Jury, in Special Session on March 23, 2020, will make an appointment for Grant 

Parish Coroner until such time as an election to fill this vacancy can be duly held.  

NOW THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority contained in R.S. 18:604 B(2)(a) the Grant Parish Police Jury does 

hereby issue notice, call and proclamation for a special primary election and special general election to be held in Grant 

Parish, to fill said vacancy.  The Grant Parish Police Jury does fix the date of the primary election for November 3, 

2020, and the date of the general election for December 5, 2020, at the times, places and manner prescribed by law.  

Any qualified person desiring to become a candidate for said office shall file the necessary papers required by law, with 

the appropriate entity in the manner and form and under the procedures and conditions required by law, during the 

period commencing on July 15, 2020, and ending on July 17, 2020. 

NOW THEREFORE, the Grant Parish Police Jury does hereby request the Secretary of State, the Commissioner of 

Elections, the Board of Supervisors of Elections, the Clerk of Court, the Registrar of Voters and all other persons 

charged with any power, function, right, duty or responsibility in conducting elections in the Parish of Grant to exercise 

every lawful function and do every act necessary to conduct said elections, cause the returns thereof to be made, and in 

general to perform all related and incidental functions necessary to canvass and promulgate the results thereof.  The 

above proclamation was presented by Mr. Brandon DuBois, seconded by Mr. Johnny Jamison.  Upon vote, the 

proclamation was duly adopted by the Grant Parish Police Jury in regular session on this 20th day of February, 2020.  

(s) Cindy Jameson                                                               (s) Don Arnold                    .  

Cindy Jameson, Secretary/Treasurer                                                                Don Arnold, Parish President 

 

 

CERTIFICATE 

 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and exact copy of the Proclamation adopted at the board meeting held on 

February 20, 2020, at which meeting a quorum was present and voting. 

 

(s) Cindy Jamison                                 

Cindy Jameson, Secretary/Treasurer 

 

Motion by Mr. Arnold Murrell, seconded by Mr. Winston Roberts to appoint Mr. Delton Hatten as Commissioner of the 

Grant Parish Housing Authority replacing Mr. Randall Clark. Motion carried.  

 

Motion by Mr. Winston Roberts, seconded by Mr. David Merrell to accept the resignation of Mr. Jim Juneau from the 

Grant Parish Fire District Five Board and appoint Ms. Betty Coleman to the Grant Parish Fire District Five Board. Motion 

carried.  

 

Motion by Mr. Arnold Murrell, seconded by Mr. Mark Ball to accept the resignation of Mrs. Jennifer Futrell from the 

board of Ward 2 Recreation District. Motion carried.  

 

Motion by Mr. Winston Roberts, seconded by Mr. Cephas Bowie, Jr. to accept the Humana renewal quote for employee 

health insurance coverage. Motion carried.  

 

Motion by Mr. Winston Roberts, seconded by Mr. Brandon DuBois to enter into executive session. Motion carried.  

 

Motion by Mr. Winston Roberts, seconded by Mr. Cephas Bowie, Jr. to return to regular session. Motion carried.  

 

Motion by Mr. Brandon DuBois, seconded by Mr. Cephas Bowie, Jr. to move Mike Merrell from Public Works 

Director to Road Superintendent, with Sarah Phillips to oversee the Gas Department operations and report to the Parish 

Secretary-Treasurer Manager. Motion carried.  
 



Yeas: Mr. Brandon DuBois, Mr. Cephas Bowie, Jr., Mr. Arnold Murrell, Mr. Johnny Jamison, Mr. Mark Ball 

Nays:  Mr. Winston Roberts 

Recused: Mr. David Merrell 

 

Motion by Mr. Johnny Jamison, seconded by Mr. Brandon DuBois to authorize the Personnel Committee, Road 

Superintendent and Parish Manager to hire a secretary for the parish maintenance shop. Motion carried.  

 

Motion by Mr. David Merrell, seconded by Mr. Brandon DuBois to advertise for a Human Resources Manager/Accounts 

Payable and Receivables position. Motion carried.  

 

 Motion by Mr. Arnold Murrell, seconded by Mr. Mark Ball to pay bills as funds become available. Motion carried.  

 

Motion by Mr. Johnny Jamison, seconded by Mr. Winston Roberts to adjourn. Motion carried.  


