
Colfax, LA 
January 9, 2025 

 
The Police Jury of the Parish of Grant, State of Louisiana, met in regular session at its meeting 
place, the Grant Parish Police Jury Meeting Room, 200 Main Street, Colfax, Louisiana, on 
Thursday, January 9, 2025 at 5:00 p.m. 
 
The following members were present: 
Mr. Mark Ball, Mr. Roy Edwards, Mr. Cephas Bowie Jr., Mr. Brandon DuBois, Mr. Arnold 
Murrell, Mr. Johnny Jamison, Mr. Winston Roberts, and Mr. Mike Merrell  
 
The following members were absent:    
None 
 
Motion by Mr. Johnny Jamison, seconded by Mr. Roy Edwards to open the Public Hearing to 
receive any opinions on the 2025 budget of the Grant Parish Police Jury. Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 -No opinions were brought forth 
 
Motion by Mr. Winston Roberts, seconded by Mr. Brandon DuBois to adjourn the Public 
Hearing to receive any opinions on the 2025 budget of the Grant Parish Police Jury. Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
Mrs. Jessie Pace, Secretary/Treasurer, opened the floor to accept nominations for the 2025 Police 
Jury President.  
 -Mr. Brandon DuBois nominated Mr. Mark Ball.  
 -Mr. Winston Roberts nominated Mr. Mark Ball and moved to cease nominations.  
 
Motion by Mr. Winston Roberts, seconded by Mr. Cephas Bowie, Jr. to elect Mr. Mark Ball as 
2025 Police Jury President. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. Mark Ball opened the floor to accept nominations for the 2025 Police Jury Vice President.  
 -Mr. Johnny Jamison nominated Mr. Cephas Bowie, Jr. 
 -Mr. Mike Merrell nominated Mr. Roy Edwards and Mr. Winston Roberts moved to 
cease nominations. All in favor of Mr. Cephas Bowie Jr were Mr. Johnny Jamison, Mr. Brandon 
DuBois, and Mr. Cephas Bowie, Jr. All in favor of Mr. Roy Edwards were Mr. Mike Merrell, 
Mr. Winston Roberts, Mr. Arnold Murrell, and Mr. Roy Edwards.  
 
Motion by Mr. Mike Merrell, seconded by Mr. Winston Roberts to elect Mr. Roy Edwards as 
2025 Police Jury Vice President.  
Yeas: Mr. Roy Edwards, Mr. Brandon DuBois, Mr. Cephas Bowie, Jr., & Mr. Arnold Murrell 
Nays: Mr. Johnny Jamison  
Motion carried.  
 
Motion by Mr. Cephas Bowie Jr., seconded by Mr. Brandon DuBois to open the agenda to public 
comment. Motion carried unanimously. 

-No comments or concerns were brought forward 
 
Motion by Mr. Winston Roberts, seconded by Mr. Johnny Jamison to accept the minutes of the 
last meeting as published in the Official Journal. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Emily Bourgeois, CPA, Rozier McKay & Willis, presented the amended Grant Parish Police 
Jury budget for the year 2024 and proposed Grant Parish Police Jury operating budget for the 
year 2025.  
 
Motion by Mr. Johnny Jamison, seconded by Mr. Brandon DuBois to adopt Resolution 01-2025; 
Proposed Operating Budget for the Year 2025. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

RESOLUTION: 01-2025 
 

PROPOSED BUDGET FOR THE 2025 YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2025 
 
            WHEREAS, the Grant Parish Police Jury has reviewed the accompanying budget. 
 
WHEREAS, the Grant Parish Police Jury has found the content of the accompanying budget to be satisfactory. 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, THAT THE Grant Parish Police Jury does hereby adopt the accompanying budget as the official operating 
budget for the year ended December 31, 2025 
 
THUS DONE AND SIGNED, this 9th day of January, 2025. 
 



 
 (s) Jessie Pace  (s) Mark Ball 
Jessie Pace Mark Ball  
Secretary/Treasurer President   
Grant Parish Police Jury Grant Parish Police Jury                         
                                                                                         

YEAS: Mr. Roy Edwards, Mr. Brandon DuBois, Mr. Johnny Jamison, Mr. Arnold Murrell, Mr. Mike Merrell, Mr. 
Cephas Bowie Jr., Mr. Winston Roberts, Mr. Mark Ball 

 
NAYS:   none 
ABSENT:   none 
              

CERTIFICATE 
 
I, Jessie Pace, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing constitutes a true and correct copy of a Resolution passed and 
adopted by the Grant Parish Police Jury on this 9th day of January, 2025. 
 
(s) Jessie Pace 
Jessie Pace, Parish Manager 
Grant Parish Police Jury 
 
Motion by Mr. Brandon DuBois, seconded by Mr. Roy Edwards to adopt Resolution 02-2025; 
Amended Operating Budget for the Year 2024. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

RESOLUTION: 02-2025 
AMENDED BUDGET FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2024 

 
            WHEREAS, the Grant Parish Police Jury has reviewed the accompanying budget. 
WHEREAS, the Grant Parish Police Jury has found the content of the accompanying budget to be 
satisfactory. 
BE IT RESOLVED, THAT THE Grant Parish Police Jury does hereby adopt the accompanying budget as 
the official operating budget for the year ended December 31, 2024 
THUS DONE AND SIGNED, this 9th day of January, 2025. 
 
(s) Jessie Pace  (s) Mark Ball 
Jessie Pace Mark Ball  
Secretary/Treasurer President   
Grant Parish Police Jury Grant Parish Police Jury                         
                                                                                         
YEAS: Mr. Roy Edwards, Mr. Brandon DuBois, Mr. Johnny Jamison, Mr. Arnold Murrell, Mr. Mike 
Merrell, Mr. Cephas Bowie Jr., Mr. Winston Roberts, Mr. Mark Ball 
NAYS:  none 
ABSENT:   none              

CERTIFICATE 
I, Jessie Pace, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing constitutes a true and correct copy of a 
Resolution passed and adopted by the Grant Parish Police Jury on this 9th day of January, 2025. 
 
(s) Jessie Pace 
Jessie Pace, Parish Manager 
Grant Parish Police Jury 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 
 
Jurors, with guidance from their auditor, discussed the Grant Parish Library’s Operating Budget 
for the year 2025 as approved and proposed by the Grant Parish Library Board of Control. 
According to the Grand Recap of the 2023 Grant Parish Assessment Roll, the Grant Parish 
Library was projected to collect $784,949.00 in ad valorem taxes. The 2023 audit of the Grant 
Parish Library reflects a total of $753,511.00 collected. The Grand Recap of the 2024 Grant 
Parish Assessment Roll (which the Grant Parish Police Jury utilizes to set their budget) projects a 
collection of $809,113. To align the library budget with a closer representation of actual 
revenues and the same standards at the police jury budget, the ad valorem tax revenue line item 
was adjusted from $675,000.00 to $799,000.00. The amended budget was then presented to the 
jury for approval.  
 
Motion by Mr. Mike Merrell, seconded by Mr. Cephas Bowie, Jr. to adopt Resolution 3-2025; 
Proposed Library Operating Budget for Year 2025. Motion carried unanimously.   

 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION: 03-2025 
PROPOSED BUDGET FOR THE 2025 YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2025 

 
            WHEREAS, the Grant Parish Police Jury has reviewed the accompanying operating budget for the Grant 
Parish Library. 
WHEREAS, the Grant Parish Police Jury has found the content of the accompanying operating budget to be 
satisfactory. 
BE IT RESOLVED, THAT THE Grant Parish Police Jury does hereby adopt the accompanying budget for the Grant 
Parish Library as the official operating budget for the year ended December 31, 2025. 
THUS, DONE AND SIGNED, this 9th day of January, 2025. 
 
(s) Jessie Pace  (s) Mark Ball 
Jessie Pace Mark Ball  
Secretary/Treasurer President   
Grant Parish Police Jury Grant Parish Police Jury                         
                                                                                         
YEAS: Mr. Roy Edwards, Mr. Brandon DuBois, Mr. Johnny Jamison, Mr. Arnold Murrell, Mr. Mike Merrell, Mr. 
Cephas Bowie Jr., Mr. Winston Roberts, Mr. Mark Ball 
NAYS:  none 
ABSENT:  none              

CERTIFICATE 
 
I, Jessie Pace, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing constitutes a true and correct copy of a Resolution 
passed and adopted by the Grant Parish Police Jury on this 9th day of January, 2025. 
 
(s) Jessie Pace 
Jessie Pace, Parish Manager 
Grant Parish Police Jury 
 
 

 



 
 
 
Mr. Dan Fletcher, Grant Parish Coroner, presented the 2025 fee schedule for the Grant Parish 
Coroner’s Office as required by LA. R.S. 13:5706(B). 
 

 
Motion by Mr. Brandon DuBois, seconded by Mr. Mike Merrell to adopt Proclamation 01-2025’ 
Coroner’s Week. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

P R O C L A M A T I O N 01-2025 
 

TO RECOGNIZE THE WEEK OF JANUARY 19 - JANUARY 25, 2025  
AS CORONER’S WEEK 

 
      WHEREAS, the Grant Parish Coroner’s Office serves the parish’s citizens and honors the deceased of the parish 
by investigating the facts and circumstances concerning deaths which have occurred within Grant Parish; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the Grant Parish Coroner’s Office exhibits the highest degree of compassion, professionalism, and 
integrity when determining the cause and manner of death, identifying the decedent, and notifying the legal next of 
kin; and  
 
     WHEREAS, in 2024 the Grant Parish Coroner’s Office investigated nearly 300 cases; and  
 
     WHEREAS, the job of these “last responders” continues beyond the scene as they conduct interviews, obtain 
records, and perform examinations to determine the final cause and manner of each death.  
 
     NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Grant Parish Police Jury extends our sincerest gratitude for 
the Coroner and Deputy Coroners and in recognition does hereby proclaim the week of January 19-January 25, 
2025, as Coroner’s week in the Parish of Grant. 
 
Duly proclaimed this 9th day of January 2025. 
 
(s) Jessie Pace      (s) Mark Ball 
Jessie Pace                                                                   Mark Ball 
Secretary - Treasurer                                                   President 
Grant Parish Police Jury    Grant Parish Police Jury 
 
STATE OF LOUISIANA 
PARISH OF GRANT 
 
     I, Jessie Pace, Parish Manager of the Grant Parish Police Jury do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and 
correct copy of a Proclamation adopted by the said Police Jury in regular session on the 9th day of January 2025. 
 
     GIVEN UNDR MY OFFICIAL SIGNATURE and Seal of Office on this the 9th day of January 2025.                                   
 
        (s) Jessie Pace 

                              Jessie Pace 
                              Secretary - Treasurer 

 



Motion by Mr. Johnny Jamison, seconded by Mr. Mike Merrell to introduce Ordinance 01-2025; 
Parish Wide Livestock Ordinance.  
Yeas: Mr. Winston Roberts, Mr. Roy Edwards, Mr. Brandon DuBois, & Mr. Arnold Murrell 
Nays: Mr. Cephas Bowie, Jr.   
Motion carried.  
 

ORDINANCE 1-2025 
 

REGULATING UNAUTHORIZED ENTRY  
OF LIVESTOCK ONTO PROPERTY 

 
WHEREAS there is a need to protect the public safety, health, and welfare of the citizens of the Parish of 

Grant in regard to the hazards associated with livestock at large or on the public roads and highways within the Parish 
of Grant, Louisiana, and 

WHEREAS the ordinances adopted by the various wards and the Parish have not been updated in many 
years;  

WHEREAS Louisiana law empowers the Police Jury to pass ordinances regulating and policing livestock 
and imposing the penalties identified below (see La. R.S. 33:1236(5), (25); La. R.S. 33:1243(A)); and 

WHEREAS There is hereby found and declared a necessity to prohibit livestock from roaming at large in 
Grant Parish, Louisiana, on any of the parish roads or public highways; and 

BE IT ORDAINED that, subject to La.R.S. 3:2803, it shall be unlawful for any person owning livestock to 
knowingly, willfully, or negligently permit their livestock to go at large at any time or upon any of the parish roads 
and public highways in Grant Parish.  It shall further be unlawful for any person owning livestock to knowingly, 
willfully, or negligently permit their livestock to go at large upon the private property of another person, without the 
consent of the private property owner.  This Ordinance shall not be construed to impose any liability upon the Parish 
or the Police Jury for damage caused by livestock to any property; and 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that the following words, terms, and phrases, when used in this Ordinance, 
shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
Livestock means any quadruped livestock; i.e. horse, equine, pony, cow, bull, ox, mule, donkey, bovine, 
sheep, hog, pig, goat, llama, or alpaca. Livestock also means any barnyard fowl, i.e. chicken, guinea fowl, 
avian species, geese, bird, ducks, emu, turkey, or peacock.  
Owner means any person having a right of property or custody of an animal or who keeps or harbors or finds 
and knowingly permits the animal to remain on or about their premises.  
Parish means the Parish of Grant.  
Person means any individual, corporation, partnership, organization, or institution commonly recognized by 
law as a unit.  
State means the State of Louisiana, the United States.  

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Police Jury that, by enacting this Ordinance: 
The penalty for a person’s first violation of this Ordinance may be a fine of up to $100.00.  In addition to, or 
in lieu of, the foregoing penalty for a person’s first violation of this Ordinance, a person may be compelled to 
perform up to ten (10) hours of community service for his or her first violation of this Ordinance. 
The penalty for a person’s second violation of this Ordinance may be a fine of up to $250.00 or imprisonment 
of up to 5 days in the parish jail, or both.  In addition to, or in lieu of, the foregoing penalties for a person’s 
second violation of this Ordinance, a person may be compelled to perform up to twenty (20) hours of 
community service for his or her second violation of this Ordinance.  
 
The penalty for a person’s third violation of this Ordinance, and all subsequent violations of this Ordinance, 
may be a fine of up to $500.00 or imprisonment of up to 15 days in the parish jail, or both.  In addition to, or 
in lieu of, the foregoing penalties for a person’s third violation and subsequent violations of this Ordinance, 
a person may be compelled to perform up to forty (40) hours of community service for his or her third 
violation and/or subsequent violations of this Ordinance; and 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED if any part of this Ordinance shall be held invalid, such part shall be deemed 
severable and the invalidity thereof shall not affect the remaining parts of this Ordinance. 

DATE OF ENACTMENT - This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon approval and shall 
repeal all Ordinances in conflict herewith. 

WHEREUPON THIS ORDINANCE WAS ADOPTED TO A VOTE AND RESULTED IN THE 
FOLLOWING: 

YEAS: ____        NAYS: _____ ABSENT: _____ 

THIS ORDINANCE WAS ADOPTED ON THIS 9TH DAY OF JANUARY, 2025. 

            
Jessie Pace      Mark Ball 
Secretary-Treasurer     President 
Grant Parish Police Jury                  Grant Parish Police Jury 
CERTIFICATE 

I, Jessie Pace, Secretary/Treasurer of the Grant Parish Police Jury, do hereby certify the forgoing is a true 
and correct copy of an Ordinance adopted by the said Police Jury in a regular session on the 9th day of January, 2025, 
at which a quorum was present. 

           
       Jessie Pace 
       Parish Manager / Sec-Treas 
       Grant Parish Police Jury  
 
 
Mr. Tom David and Mr. Rhett Desselle of Pan American Engineers, LLC, discussed the test 
results from core samples taken on Lonnie’s Landing. They have discussed options with the 



contractor and plan to move forward by meeting with jurors, the roads department, engineers, 
and the contractor to discuss the best options for repairing the new road.   
 
Mr. Brendan Gaspard and Mr. Tom David of Pan American Engineers, LLC, discussed the 
donation of the Creola Sewer System to the Grant Parish Police Jury. The jurors would like to 
strike the adjacent treatment lagoon from the donation. Dedication documents will be revised and 
presented to the Village of Creola for reconsideration.  
 
Jurors discussed correcting the salary for the Confidential Assistant in the Grant Parish Registrar 
of Voter’s Office to keep in align with the law. The salary was based on information from before 
Executive Order No. KBB 2007-15.  
 
Motion by Mr. Cephas Bowie, Jr., seconded by Mr. Brandon DuBois to accept the request to 
correct the salary of the Confidential Assistant in the Grant Parish Registrar of Voter’s Office.  
Yeas: Mr. Johnny Jamison & Mr. Arnold Murrell 
Nays: Mr. Mike Merrell, Mr. Winston Roberts, & Mr. Roy Edwards 
Motion carried.  
 
Motion by Mr. Cephas Bowie, Jr., seconded by Mr. Johnny Jamison to appoint Ms. Charlene 
Anderson to a 1-year term to the Grant Parish Port Commission. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Motion by Mr. Roy Edwards, seconded by Mr. Mike Merrell to replace Mr. Delton Hatten with 
Mr. Christopher Jason (CJ) Nugent on the Grant Parish Housing Authority Board for a 5-year 
term. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
Motion by Mr. Roy Edwards, seconded by Mr. Brandon DuBois to replace Ms. Carrie Jordan 
with Ms. Chelsea Lopez on the Grant Parish Housing Authority Board for a 5-year term. Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
Motion by Mr. Brandon DuBois, seconded by Mr. Mike Merrell to verify the following Grant 
Parish Housing Authority Board Members and their term expirations for the Housing and Urban 
Development: 
Mr. David Jackson to renew in July of 2025 
Mr. Jim Scarborough to renew in November of 2026 
Mr. Chris Brunson to renew in December of 2026. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Motion by Mr. Roy Edwards, seconded by Mr. Brandon DuBois to approve the Grant Parish 
Housing Authority 2025 Public Housing Authority Plan, 2025-2029 5-Year Action Plan, and 
2025-2029 Capital Fund Program as approved and recommended by the Grant Parish Housing 
Authority.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Motion by Mr. Johnny Jamison, seconded by Mr. Brandon DuBois to adopt the amended 2024 
budget and proposed 2025 budget of the North Louisiana Criminalistics Laboratory Commission. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Motion by Mr. Winston Roberts, seconded by Mr. Brandon DuBois to open bids on materials for 
the 2025 operating year. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Disclaimer: To view actual bid documents, please visit https://gppj.org/bids 
 



 



 
 

 



 
 
Motion by Mr. Roy Edwards, seconded by Mr. Johnny Jamison to accept bids from the lowest 
vendors after specs have been approved by the Roads Superintendent and Parish Manager. 
Motion carried unanimously.  
 
Mr. Cody Gongre, Grant Parish Roads Superintendent, updated the jury on projects from the 
Landfill and Roads departments.  
 
Motion by Mr. Brandon DuBois, seconded by Mr. Winston Roberts to pay bills as funds become 
available. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. Mike Merrell asked that a Finance Committee meeting be held to discuss funds from the 
intake of certain state highways in to the parish maintenance system.  
 
Mr. Johnny Jamison discussed the board meeting from the Michael D. Burns Public Shooting 
Complex: 

-The board will meet the first Monday of every month at 5:00 pm at the multipurpose 
  educational center at the shooting complex on Landfill Road 
-The board is working to establish rules and a waiver of liability 
-A Facebook and webpage have been developed and are operating 
-RSO’s are to be vetted at the February meeting 

 
Motion by Mr. Johnny Jamison, seconded by Mr. Brandon DuBois to adjourn.   Motion carried 
unanimously. 
      
            

Disclaimer: These minutes are not official until adopted by the jury at the next meeting. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


