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President’s Letter
Hello to the Chester/Delaware County Farm Bureau, 

Summer has officially arrived, bringing with it the familiar heat

and humidity. While recent rainfall was welcome in many ways,

it also presented challenges for local farmers—particularly

during the wheat harvest, which proved difficult for many in

our area. 

As the season continues, we turn our attention to a long-

standing Farm Bureau tradition: Policy Development meetings.

These meetings are a vital part of our grassroots process and

offer an opportunity for members to voice their concerns and

propose ideas on legislative issues that directly impact their

farms and businesses. This year, we’re hosting two meetings at

opposite ends of the county to make participation more

accessible. 

 

Howard Reyburn

Your input matters—local successes like the passage of the Sunday Hunting bill

and strengthened protections for private property rights began as policy ideas

from members right here in our community. We encourage you to attend one of

the meetings, engage in the discussion, and help shape the future of agriculture in

our region. Meeting times and locations are listed below. We look forward to

seeing you there!



Women’s Leadership Committee
The Women’s Leadership Committee held a fantastic summer picnic with the YAP Committee on June

29, 2025, at Hibernia Park. During the fellowship and conversations that the picnic brought, the

Committee was able to recognize those who won the Farm Safety Contest, our scholarship winner, and

to hear some state updates from President Chris Hoffman, who was able to attend. 

All of the county submissions from the Farm Safety contest were sent on to be judged against other

submissions from across the state, and will hear the results at the PFB Annual Meeting in November.

Respectfully,

Anna Brown, CDCFB Women’s Leadership Committee Chair

reyburnan18@gmail.com

CDCFB Committee
Reports

Government Relations
One of the most important things that the Chester-Delaware County Farm Bureau does is advocate

for legislation that protects and aids farmers and the agriculture industry within our counties. With a

successful legislative day in Harrisburg over, there is still plenty to do. If you have an interest in

joining our Legislative Committees, contact Julie Brady 610-932-7363 or

ChesterCountyFarmBureau@gmail.com

P&E Committee
Planning for the 2026 PA Farm Bureau Amplify Convention has begun, and details are coming

together quickly. The event will be held in February at the Penn Stater in State College, PA. The Joint
Committee is excited to bring engaging workshops, interactive breakouts, and dynamic conversations

to all the agriculture community in 2026! 

YAP Committee
Check out the Eastern state YAP picnic at Paulus Farm on August 10th, starting at 11 a.m.

Fun for the whole family, there will be food, networking and games. For more information and how to RSVP,
contact Paul Harrop at paulfharrop@gmail.com



Rural Road Safety



 Pennsylvania Farm Bureau Legislative Update

By Mitchell Kurek, State and Local Affairs Specialist

State Budget Delayed for FY 2025–26
 Pennsylvania has entered its fourth consecutive year without an on-time budget, as

negotiations between Governor Shapiro, the House, and the Senate remain unresolved. Despite
a projected $11 billion surplus, disagreements over education funding, public transportation,
and healthcare spending continue to stall progress. This delay could impact the timing of key

program disbursements, including state-funded agricultural grants.

Agriculture Remains a Bipartisan Priority
 Governor Shapiro’s proposed budget includes a $15 million increase for the Agricultural

Innovation Grant Program, aiming to meet rising demand for conservation, precision agriculture,
and on-farm technology projects. Additional proposals include a $4 million boost to the

Pennsylvania Agricultural Surplus System (PASS), continued funding for Penn Vet and animal
health programs, and a $2 million investment in a new animal diagnostic lab in western

Pennsylvania.

Legislative Highlights
Wildlife and Crop Protection (SB 518 & HB 1431): Both bills have passed the General

Assembly and await the Governor’s signature. Key provisions include simplified crop damage
reporting, stronger penalties for trespassing, repeal of the Sunday hunting ban, and

guaranteed agricultural representation on the Game Commission board.
Eminent Domain Reform (SB 225): Unanimously passed in the Senate, this bill provides fairer
compensation for business owners facing property condemnation, including recognition of

goodwill loss.
Beginning Farmer Tax Credit Update (HB 242): Passed overwhelmingly in the House, this bill

refocuses the credit on the sale of agricultural assets, raises the cap to $50,000, and
transfers program administration to the Department of Agriculture.

Infrastructure & Land Protection:
Milk Hauling Flexibility (SB 481): Ensures uninterrupted dairy transport during

emergencies and weather restrictions.
Solar Facility Standards (SB 349): Establishes statewide rules for decommissioning solar

sites, safeguarding farmland and landowner interests.
Dairy Market Modernization (SB 689): Advances reforms to Pennsylvania’s Over-Order
Premium, promoting transparency and ensuring benefits go directly to in-state dairy

farmers.
The Pennsylvania Farm Bureau continues to advocate for final budget approval and timely

implementation of these legislative initiatives, which are critical to the continued growth and
resilience of the state’s agriculture sector.



Federal Legislative Update

By Bailey Fisher, Federal Affairs Specialist

Reconciliation: Movement on the One Big Beautiful Act
 On May 22, the House narrowly passed H.R.1, the One Big Beautiful Act, by a vote of 215–214. The

Senate is expected to begin debate on its version starting June 27, with GOP leaders aiming to finalize
and send it to President Trump by the self-imposed July 4 deadline. However, the Congressional recess
beginning June 28 may delay final action. Both House and Senate versions include agriculture and tax

provisions supported by Farm Bureau. Speaker Johnson and President Trump have emphasized the
urgency of passage before the holiday break.

Labor: Uncertainty Around Immigration Enforcement
 President Trump recently expressed a commitment to protecting farmworkers from deportation and
promised reform of agricultural visa programs. However, following initial guidance exempting farms
from ICE raids, the administration reversed course, prompting concern from Farm Bureau. PFB and
AFBF continue to urge the administration to ensure border security policies do not undermine food

production and farm labor stability.

USDA Updates
New World Screwworm Prevention: Secretary Rollins announced a five-part strategy to prevent the

re-emergence of New World Screwworm (NWS), a parasitic fly last eradicated in 1966. A key step
includes building a sterile fly production facility at Moore Air Base, Texas, to distribute sterile flies in

both the U.S. and Mexico.
Emergency Livestock Relief Payments Released: USDA has released $2 billion in ELRP funds

authorized by the American Relief Act of 2025. Payments will go to producers who filed approved
LFP applications for 2023–2024 losses, based on 35% of gross LFP payments.

Public Health Policy: MAHA Commission Report
 The Make America Healthy Again (MAHA) Commission released its initial report on May 22, examining

childhood chronic disease. Unfortunately, the report includes recommendations critical of EPA-
approved agricultural practices, prompting strong disappointment from PFB. The final report is
expected in August, and PFB is actively calling for farmers to have a voice in the policy process.

Stakeholders are encouraged to contact Bailey Fisher for talking points.

Dairy: Whole Milk for Healthy Kids Act Advances
 A longtime priority for Farm Bureau, the Whole Milk for Healthy Kids Act, passed out of the Senate

Agriculture Committee on June 3. The legislation would restore the ability to serve 2% and whole milk in
schools. With both the House and Senate Ag Committees moving the bill forward, the next step is a

floor vote.

FY26 Appropriations: House Ag Bill Moves Forward
 On June 23, the House Appropriations Committee advanced the FY26 Agriculture Appropriations Bill by

a vote of 35–27. The bill covers USDA, FDA, and related agencies. While Farm Bureau has not taken a
formal position, staff continue to monitor developments as the bill moves toward a full House vote.



2025 CDCFB Summer
Picnic

PFB President Chris Hoffman gives an update to our members in attendance

Coloring Page Winner Cyrus
Reyburn

Poster Winner Molly Reyburn Scholarship Winner
 Emma Lewis

Not Pictured,  Video Contest
Winner Harvey Reyburn





Stay in the Know with PFB Alerts
Be the first to know about major developments in Pennsylvania agriculture, state and federal

policy, and Pennsylvania Farm Bureau advocacy and engagement by signing up for PFB text

message alerts. PFB members are informed through our print and digital communications.

But sometimes there’s news you need to know right away. That’s why we’ve developed PFB

text message alerts to send important updates right to your phone.

Signing up is easy. Simply text “PFBALERTS” to 833-554-0849. By texting to this number, you

agree to receive promotional messages sent via an auto dialer, and this agreement isn’t a 

condition of any purchase. You also agree to the Terms of Service and Privacy Policy.

Msg&data rates may apply. Up to 5 msg/mo. To unsubscribe, text STOP to 833-554-0849.

How to sign up for PFB Action Alerts

To sign up by email: Visit www.pfb.com/ActNow. Enter your email address and ZIP code 

under “Sign Up for Alerts” and click the arrow. Enter your information and click “Save.” Make

sure to keep the box checked next to “Keep me subscribed to email alerts.” Start receiving

and responding to important Action Alerts from PFB, via email!

To sign up by text message:

Text “PFB” to 50457. You will receive a text message thanking you for signing up. Just click on

the link highlighted in blue to complete the registration. The link will send you to a

registration

page. Fill out the information and click SAVE.

Nationwide Insurance Agents

Garcia-Taylor Insurance Agency

3615 Lincoln Hwy, Thorndale, PA 19372

Chester County

Phone: (610) 384-2884

Simpers Insurance

224 East Street Rd, Kennett Square, PA 19348

Chester County

Phone: (610) 444-2610

Joseph Definis Inc

3221 Edgmont Ave, Brookhaven, PA 19015

Delaware County

Phone: (610) 874-7900

Policy Development Meetings

Meeting #1: Thursday, August 21, 2025 at 7:00
p.m.

Location: Romano 4-H Center

Meeting #2: Thursday, August 28, 2025 at 7:00
p.m.

Location: Upper Oxford Township Office

All CDCFB members are invited to attend these Policy
development meetings to help shape the future of our

agriculture in our area. Your concerns and solutions
could help to form new legislation.

http://www.pfb.com/ActNow


To keep up to date with the happenings in Chester and

Delaware County Farm Bureau, visit our new website:

www.ChesterDelawareCountyFarmBureau.com

Please send items for the newsletter to: MelHarrop4482@gmail.com

CDCFB Board of Directors
Howard Reyburn, President

Andy Engle, 1st VP

Julie Brady, 2nd VP/Treas

Sam Davis, Sec.

Mindy Beam

Dennis Byrne

Deborah Ellis

Harold Hallman

Paul Harrop

Melissa Harrop

David Lytle

Chris MacCauley

Daniel Miller

CDCFB Committee Chairs:
County Membership Chair - Harold Hallman

Women’s Leadership - Anna Brown

PLDAC - Doug Fearn

Young Ag Professionals District 3 Rep and

County - Paul Harrop

Promotion & Education District 3 Rep and

County - Melissa Harrop

Ag Safety / Rural Road Safety - Darryl King

Government Relations Director - Julie Brady

Ag Lab / Ag in the Classroom - Deb Ellis

Visit Us at our website: https://chesterdelawarecountyfarmbureau.org/

Find us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ChesterDelawareCountyFarmBureau

Next Meeting Dates: August 13, 2025,.


