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Welcome to the latest edition of

Chester/Delaware County Farm

Bureau, your go-to source for

updates, insights, and opportunities

in our agricultural community. The Chester/Delaware County Farm

Bureau newsletter is a quarterly

publication, providing timely updates on

agricultural developments across the

counties. This publication will include news

on local farming initiatives, key events, and

Farm Bureau activities, offering valuable

insights and resources to our community

of agricultural professionals. Stay informed

on important happenings and events that

support the growth and sustainability of

farming in the region.

A grassroots organization that 
helps to lead Pennsylvania agriculture
in our community and our legislation.
Supporting agriculture across Chester
and Delaware Counties

https://chesterdelawarecountyfarmbureau.org/


President’s Letter
Hello to the Chester/Delaware County Farm Bureau, 

I wanted to share a quick update following the 75th

Pennsylvania Farm Bureau Annual Meeting this past

November. Our county delegates were proud to represent you

as member-driven policies were reviewed and updated to

guide our advocacy efforts in 2026. Key discussions included

animal health protections, farmland preservation, regulatory

reform, water quality, infrastructure impacts on agriculture,

and protecting property rights. These policies come directly

from grassroots input and ensure our local farm voices are

heard at the state and federal levels.

Howard Reyburn

With new HPAI outbreaks reported in neighboring Lancaster County and Chester

County currently in a surveillance area, I also encourage everyone to remain

vigilant with farm biosecurity practices. Limiting visitors, cleaning equipment,

monitoring flock and herd health, and reporting concerns quickly are all simple

but important steps we can take to protect one another.

Thank you for your continued involvement and commitment to agriculture in our

counties. Working together, we will continue to advocate effectively and keep our

farms safe and strong.

As we look ahead to the upcoming PFB Legislative Conference, we will be meeting

with lawmakers to discuss many of these priorities — especially strengthening

animal health response programs, preserving farmland, easing regulatory burdens,

and ensuring agriculture remains a strong and viable part of our region’s economy.



Women’s Leadership Committee
The Pennsylvania Farm Bureau Women’s Leadership Committee will host the 2026 GRACE Leadership

Conference on Friday, March 27, and Saturday, March 28, at the Holiday Inn Williamsport.

Friday’s agenda will include a tour, a hands-on craft activity and dinner. The conference will continue

Saturday morning with breakfast, followed by a keynote address from Coach Kiah, a California cattle

rancher and motivational speaker.

Register by March 17, by clicking here.

Respectfully,

Anna Brown, CDCFB Women’s Leadership Committee Chair

reyburnan18@gmail.com

CDCFB Committee
Reports

Government Relations
As Government Relations Director for the County Farm Bureau, I’m pleased to share that the upcoming

Pennsylvania Farm Bureau Legislative Conference is right around the corner. This annual event provides a

valuable opportunity for our members to engage directly with state lawmakers and advocate for the issues

that matter most to agriculture and our rural communities. In this newsletter, you’ll find a brief overview of

PFB’s 2026 Priority Issues List, highlighting the key policy areas we will be advancing during our time in

Harrisburg. If you have any questions, please contact Mel Harrop at melharrop4482@gmail.com.

P&E Committee
After 10 years of proudly serving as the District 3 Representative on the Pennsylvania Farm
Bureau Promotion and Education Committee, I have officially termed out of my role. It has

truly been an honor to support and work alongside the counties in our district whenever
needed. I am grateful to Liz Ward for graciously stepping forward to serve in this role for the

next two years. I look forward to seeing everyone soon at the annual meetings and Farm
Bureau Days!

Moving forward, Liz Ward will be the District 3 Representative for
the Promotion & Education Committee. Liz lives in the southern end

of Chester County and has a passion for promoting and educating
about agriculture! Liz can be reached at eward1@zoominternet.net

https://pci.jotform.com/form/232066140749051?fbclid=IwY2xjawPp2F5leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFVRFVVUHVCeEpzT0F2Y1JXc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHlh15MQB9Lun3T_oNYLf_HaUaRbFAvhHfqKN73O7TkYCVddFyi64LdRbKCu0_aem_qsXBTetk23W4ihqYQ_lbpg


Rural Road Safety



CDCFB Committee
Reports

Government Relations
As Government Relations Director for the County Farm Bureau, I’m pleased to share

that the upcoming Pennsylvania Farm Bureau Legislative Conference is right around

the corner. This annual event provides a valuable opportunity for our members to

engage directly with state lawmakers and advocate for the issues that matter most to

agriculture and our rural communities. In this newsletter, you’ll find a brief overview of

PFB’s 2026 Priority Issues List, highlighting the key policy areas we will be advancing

during our time in Harrisburg. If you have any questions, please contact Mel Harrop at

melharrop4482@gmail.com.

YAP Committee
District 3 Young Ag Professionals Representative Needed

The District 3 seat on the State Young Ag Professionals Committee is currently vacant,
and we are seeking a dedicated volunteer (ages 18–35) with a passion for agriculture to

step into this leadership role. The committee meets monthly via Zoom, with two in-
person meetings each year.

If you are interested in representing District 3 and helping shape the future of
agriculture, please contact Maddie Buzzeo at mabuzzeo@pfb.com for more information.



 2026 Pennsylvania Farm Bureau Priority Issues

Contact: Bailey Fisher, Director of Government Affairs, bmfisher@pfb.com

Each year, Pennsylvania Farm Bureau’s County Farm Bureaus identify the most pressing
legislative priorities impacting agriculture across the Commonwealth. As the state’s leading
voice for farmers, Pennsylvania Farm Bureau is committed to advancing practical, science-
based policies that protect and strengthen our diverse agricultural industry—ensuring future
generations can continue to provide food, fiber, and energy to a growing world.

For 2026, priority efforts focus on securing meaningful agricultural labor reform, including
improvements to the H-2A program, fair wage structures, tax alignment, and opposition to
policies that would destabilize farm operations. Animal health remains critical, with
continued support for veterinary workforce development, enhanced diagnostic capabilities,
biosecurity improvements, and proactive responses to emerging disease threats.

In dairy policy, PFB supports modernizing milk pricing structures, encouraging participation
in federal risk management programs, and preserving clear standards of identity for dairy
products. Energy priorities emphasize a balanced, market-neutral portfolio while protecting
prime farmland, upholding local land-use authority, and ensuring landowner protections
related to solar and wind development.

Farm policy efforts call for passage of remaining Farm Bill provisions, equitable supplemental
support for livestock and specialty crop producers, preservation of key USDA research
facilities, and strong state investments in agricultural research, veterinary medicine,
conservation, and young farmer programs.

Regulatory and sustainability initiatives promote science-driven environmental standards,
streamlined permitting, voluntary carbon markets, responsible management of food
processing residuals, and clear liability protections for farmers. Technology priorities address
broadband expansion, precision agriculture, drone access, and responsible siting and
regulation of data centers to protect farmland and existing ratepayers.

Transportation initiatives focus on infrastructure improvements that accommodate modern
farm equipment, elimination of unnecessary emissions requirements, protection of existing
road exemptions, and support for industry-led right-to-repair solutions. Wildlife management
priorities include expanding hunter engagement programs, mitigating crop damage,
strengthening landowner protections, and pursuing research and funding solutions to
address wildlife impacts on agriculture.

Together, these priorities reflect Pennsylvania Farm Bureau’s commitment to advocating for
policies that are economically viable, environmentally responsible, and rooted in the real-
world needs of farm families across the Commonwealth.



75  Anniversary Pennsylvania Farm Bureau Annual Meeting th

Chester/Delaware County Farm Bureau was well represented during the annual meeting from
November 16-18, 2025. Held at the Hershey Lodge, the gathering not only connected farmers
across the Commonwealth but also allowed the members to vote on important policies from
each county. All of the county policies brought forth on the delegate floor, except for 2. All of
the state policies taken to AFBF were accepted on the delegate floor at the AFBF Annual
Convention. The members also got to hear from some special guest speakers, including
Congressman G.T. Thompson, Governor Shapiro, Penn State University President Neeli
Bendapudi, and even the American Farm Bureau Federation President, Zippy Duvall, who all
came to help celebrate the 75th anniversary of the Pennsylvania Farm Bureau! 
Enjoy some photos from the Annual Meeting!

Govenor Josh Shapiro

AFBF President Zippy Duvall

Penn State University President 
Neeli Bendapudi

Congressman G.T. Thompson



75  Anniversary Pennsylvania Farm Bureau Annual Meeting th

Photos (cont.)

 Andy Engle speaking on a
policy on the delegate

floor

The Chester/Delaware
delegates on the floor

The Chester/Delaware
County Farm Bureau

members at the
Celebration Banquet



2026 Farm Bureau Events

The Pennsylvania Farm Bureau Amplify Convention was recently held at the The Penn
Stater Hotel and Conference Center, bringing together farmers and agricultural leaders for

a weekend focused on education, innovation, and business growth. The convention
featured an opening and closing general session along with a variety of breakout sessions

led by industry partners, including Nationwide Insurance, American Farm Bureau
Federation, Pennsylvania Beef Council, and First Citizens Community Bank, covering topics

such as AI in agriculture, social media and marketing, and farm financial management. A
highlight of the weekend was the keynote presentation by Bar 7 Ranch, who shared how
they built a strong online following by telling the story of their Central Texas beef cattle

operation. The event provided valuable insights and networking opportunities for
Chester/Delaware County members and other attendees, while helping farmers strengthen

their operations for success in an evolving agricultural landscape.

The Reyburn, Ward, and Harrop families all had their
photos taken with Cody and Erika Archie of Bar 7

Ranch.

Amplify Convention



2026 Farm Bureau Events

On March 5 , Region 1 Farm Bureau Day was held at Towamencin
Volunteer Fire Company in Kulpsville. Members gathered from across the
region to get legislative and game commission updates, listen to sessions

on thermal imaging, data centers, and more. Members even got the
opportunity to earn pesticide credits for their applicators license. In one
of the pictures, we have three of the four top membership signers of the

year, with one being our very own Melissa Harrop. We are looking forward
to seeing what topics and fun next year brings!

th

Region 1 Farm Bureau Day
By Maddie Buzzeo, 

Region 1 ROD



Farm Bill 2.0 News
Early in the morning on March 5 , the Farm, Food, and National Security Act (Farm Bill

2.0) was passed out of the House Agriculture Committee. It was a bipartisan vote of
34-17 with 7 Democrats voting with Republican committee members. While part of the
‘usual’ Farm Bill investments were already made in the One, Big, Beautiful Bill, this bill

covers the rest of those critical investments. Provisions in the bill include:

th

Expanded access to risk management tools for farmers and ranchers;
Trade promotion and facilitation programs to secure new markets for farmers and

ranchers;
Enhanced voluntary and incentive-based conservation programs;

Expanded programs to support specialty crop growers;
Improved access to essential credit and loan programs;

Access to nutrition for families facing hunger;
Stronger support for rural communities through development initiatives;

Robust research and extension programs to place American agriculture at the
forefront of innovation;

Promotion of forest management and health;
Increased access to energy programs for farmers and rural businesses; and
Regulatory reform that supports farmers and protects interstate commerce

This is a great step, but the job is not done! The next step for the bill is to head to the
house floor for a vote. Your engagement with your legislator is the only way we can get
this done. Please be on the lookout for any Action Alerts that are sent out from PFB or

AFBF. If you are not signed up for action alerts here are the instructions to do so.
PFB: https://pfb.com/advocate-for-policies/actnow/

Scroll to the bottom of the page and look to the right. There is a section that says Sign
Up for Alerts. Put in your email and zip code and select the arrow. Another page will

come up and you will need to enter your name, address, phone number, and
membership number. Select your preferences of how you would like to be contacted.

Then select Save or Sign Up. You should receive an email
 AFBF: https://www.fb.org/advocacy/grassroots-and-political-advocacy/sign-up-for-

action-alerts
Scroll down a little and fill out the box that asks for your name, email, phone number,
and address. Select your communication preferences and then hit save. You should

receive an email.

https://pfb.com/advocate-for-policies/actnow/
https://www.fb.org/advocacy/grassroots-and-political-advocacy/sign-up-for-action-alerts
https://www.fb.org/advocacy/grassroots-and-political-advocacy/sign-up-for-action-alerts


FSA State Committee Appointed: On
January 13, USDA announced the

appointment of PA’s State
FSA Committee. To learn more about

the State FSA Committee members and
their operations, go to

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-
events/news/01-13-2026/usda-names-

trump-administration-appointees-
pennsylvania-farm-service. The

following individuals were appointed to
serve on the committee:

o
o Bonnie Wenger, Chair (Lebanon)
o Cheryl Ann Fairbairn (Chester)

o Abe Harpster (Huntingdon)
o Steven Hykes (Franklin)
o Tommy Nagle (Cambria)

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-events/news/01-13-2026/usda-names-trump-administration-appointees-%20pennsylvania-farm-service
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-events/news/01-13-2026/usda-names-trump-administration-appointees-%20pennsylvania-farm-service
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-events/news/01-13-2026/usda-names-trump-administration-appointees-%20pennsylvania-farm-service
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-events/news/01-13-2026/usda-names-trump-administration-appointees-%20pennsylvania-farm-service


Stay in the Know with PFB Alerts
Be the first to know about major developments in Pennsylvania agriculture, state and federal policy, and Pennsylvania

Farm Bureau advocacy and engagement by signing up for PFB text message alerts. PFB members are informed through

our print and digital communications.

But sometimes there’s news you need to know right away. That’s why we’ve developed PFB

text message alerts to send important updates right to your phone.

Signing up is easy. Simply text “PFBALERTS” to 833-554-0849. By texting to this number, you

agree to receive promotional messages sent via an auto dialer, and this agreement isn’t a 

condition of any purchase. You also agree to the Terms of Service and Privacy Policy.

Msg&data rates may apply. Up to 5 msg/mo. To unsubscribe, text STOP to 833-554-0849.

How to sign up for PFB Action Alerts

To sign up by email: Visit www.pfb.com/ActNow. Enter your email address and ZIP code 

under “Sign Up for Alerts” and click the arrow. Enter your information and click “Save.” Make sure to keep the box

checked next to “Keep me subscribed to email alerts.” Start receiving and responding to important Action Alerts from

PFB, via email!

To sign up by text message:

Text “PFB” to 50457. You will receive a text message thanking you for signing up. Just click on the link highlighted in blue

to complete the registration. The link will send you to a registration

page. Fill out the information and click SAVE.

Nationwide Insurance Agents

Garcia-Taylor Insurance Agency

3615 Lincoln Hwy, Thorndale, PA 19372

Chester County

Phone: (610) 384-2884

Simpers Insurance

224 East Street Rd, Kennett Square, PA 19348

Chester County

Phone: (610) 444-2610

Joseph Definis Inc

3221 Edgmont Ave, Brookhaven, PA 19015

Delaware County

Phone: (610) 874-7900

http://www.pfb.com/ActNow


To keep up to date with the happenings in Chester and

Delaware County Farm Bureau, visit our new website:

www.ChesterDelawareCountyFarmBureau.com

Please send items for the newsletter to: MelHarrop4482@gmail.com

CDCFB Board of Directors
Howard Reyburn, President

Andy Engle, 1st VP

Anna Brown, Sec.

Mindy Beam, Tres.

Dennis Byrne

John Dicranian

Deborah Ellis

Harold Hallman

Paul Harrop

Melissa Harrop

Ryan King

Doug Lapp

David Lytle

Chris MacCauley

Liz Ward

CDCFB Committee Chairs:
County Membership Chair - Harold Hallman

Women’s Leadership - Anna Brown

PLDAC - Doug Fearn

Young Ag Professionals District 3 Rep and

County - Vacant

Promotion & Education District 3 Rep and

County - Liz Ward

Ag Safety / Rural Road Safety - Darryl King

Government Relations Director - Mel Harrop

Ag Lab / Ag in the Classroom - Deb Ellis

Visit Us at our website: https://chesterdelawarecountyfarmbureau.org/

Find us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ChesterDelawareCountyFarmBureau

Next Meeting Dates: April 1, 2026; May 6, 2026; & June 3, 2026.


