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Justin Douglass

The Reliability of the Bible 

“Nobody ever outgrows Scripture; the book widens and deepens with our years” 
– Charles Spurgeon

        We begin this section by examining the reliability of the Bible. Some say the Bible is just full of wise sayings. Others might laugh when a Christian says the Bible is the Word of God. Still, others claim the Bible contains contradictions. We may also hear how it is an outdated book. Excuses run rampant with people trying to discredit holy Scripture. But in the end, it is just that, excuses. If one were to objectively examine the historic reliability of the Bible, then the logical person must conclude that Scripture is reliable. However, this does not mean they will accept it as God’s divine Word because for the Bible to be reliable it must be authoritative. 
        When it comes to authority, it seems to be something people either, love, hate, or go back and forth with. Circumstances wind up dictating how one views authority, whether in life or in Scripture. Depending on the context, some people choose to blame authority when something unpopular or unpleasant occurs. They choose to distance themselves from any responsibility. But then, the same people turn around and applaud the protection and leadership of authority when it leads to something popular or pleasant. When we look around, it seems that people love authority when it assists us in our goals, but becomes a hinderance to us when authority dictates what we can and cannot do. So, the question becomes, what is the right attitude toward authority?
        Authority is easily accepted when there is a strong trust in the leader. When trust is demonstrated to be reliable, people tend to become happy with authority. Once authority gains people’s trust, the authority is able to offer guidance and directions that will be accepted. Authority requires trust, and trust equals loyalty, for if there was no trust, then people would not be willing to accept authority with loyal hearts. At the very best, the authority might be able to achieve compliance, but never loyalty. Mostly, people tend to bypass the authority’s instructions or downplay the urgency stressed by the authority. Thus, authority comes down to trust, or in the case for Scripture, reliability. 


Unity Of The Bible

“But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a mater of one’s own interpretation, for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God” 2 Peter 1:20-21

[image: Locations where Bible book written]        The Bible was written over a period of 2,000 years by 40 different authors, on three continents, and in three different languages. Scripture was written on the three continents of Asia, Europe, and Africa. 

Most of the Old Testament was written in Hebrew. Aromaic was the language spoken by the Babylonian Empire, and as the Jewish people were exiled to Babylon (597 BC.), they began to use that language. Parts of Daniel was written in Aramaic (Daniel 1-6), as are some parts of Ezra (Ezra 4:8-6:18; 7:12-26). 
        During the intertestamental period, which was the 400 years between the last book of the Old Testament and the birth of Jesus, Greek became the primary language due to the conquests of Alexander the Great. During this time, the Old Testament was translated into Greek, a translation we call the Septuagint. The word Septuagint comes from the word “seventy” because seventy scholars worked on the translation, thus we see the Roman numeral LXX. Thus, when the Old Testament was quoted in the New Testament, most of the quotations are taken from the Septuagint rather than in Hebrew. This benefited most of the Gentile converts because they would have not known Hebrew, but they would have known the LXX. 
        While Jesus was walking on earth, Aramaic was the spoken language. However, the Gospels, as well as most of the New Testament, was written in Greek. The only Aramaic parts of the New Testament are Mark 5:41; 7:34, and Matthew 27:46. 
        To be precise, the New Testament was written in Koine (pronounced “coin-a”) Greek. Koine means “common,” meaning it was not classical or academic Greek used by educated scholars. Instead, it was the language of the common people. Since God is a God of grace, who has always willed that everyone be able to read Scripture, God chose to exalt that which is lowly, including the Koine language. Thus, everyone from the lowly, uneducated servant to the highly educated king could read Scripture. 
        The Bible was written by people with a wide variety of occupations. Scholars, kings, fisherman, shepherds, military generals, prophets, cupbearers, and priests all penned parts of Scripture. They wrote from places in the wilderness, palaces, prisons, cities, and places of exile. These works consist of the writing of history, laws, prophecy, poetry, experiences, teachings, proverbs, etc. During their writing, these 40 authors openly expressed their personal emotions, desires, anger, joy, frustrations, hopes, and love. 
        Nevertheless, even with this short description of how the Bible came together, every topic, every goal, every part of history, and every teaching contains a flawless internal consistency. As we will read later in this section, Scripture never contradicts itself because it always stays true to its common theme. Thus, the authority of the Bible is not man-made, but God-made, for only God can comprise the 66 books that make up the Bible, over three continents, three languages, 40 authors, and over 2,000 years, that never contradicts itself or errors in any way. 

Historicity Of The Bible

“For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope” Romans 15:4

        Before briefly examining some archaeological evidence of the Bible, let us first turn our attention to the historical accuracy of holy Scripture. Many people will claim that a Christian cannot say that the Bible is true just because the Bible says it is true; they claim that is circular reasoning, which means an argument that circles around to its beginning without having proven anything. But let’s take a moment and use the Sword of the Lord to bust that circular reasoning bubble of nonsense. 
        When a Christian quotes the Bible, they are not guilty of circular reasoning. First, this goes back to the understanding of authority. If we believe that God is true, cannot lie, never changes, is eternal, knows the end from the beginning, and is love, then God is the ultimate authority. Some may claim that the Bible just contains good teachings. When, not if, this happens, ask that person if good teachers lie. If their response is “No, good teachers don’t lie,” then take that opportunity by pointing out different teaches of Jesus, such as the famous John 14:6, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.” If Jesus was just a good teacher, and good teachers don’t lie, then what are we to make of those things Jesus said? 
        Second, when it comes to studying any area of history, historians always go back to the original documents, or as close to the original documents as they can. To be accurate, historians look for first-hand accounts and eyewitnesses. For example, if a historian is going to study the Civil War, they examine historically accurate documents from eyewitnesses who were actually there. They read first-hand accounts, because if they only believed what I (Justin) said about the Civil War, they would be in great error, for I was not present during that time. 
        The same can be said about Scripture. While some want to explain away the reliability of the Bible by claiming we cannot know who wrote the Bible, or that it was written hundreds of years after the fact, there is plenty of evidence to prove this is not so. When it comes to holy Scripture, the Bible contains first-hand and eyewitness accounts. From the newest copies to the oldest copies, 99% of the Bible is accurate, never changing, and never contradicting itself. 
        So, the Bible meets the same criteria as all other historical documents, and the same way historians study history is the same way the Bible is studied. Thus, Christians are not guilty of circular reasoning, for just as secular historians, we are basing our evidence off of first-hand, eyewitness accounts. We are going back to the earliest manuscripts of Scripture, and thus, proving the Bible the same way historians prove other areas of history. 
         

	Author
	Date
Written
	Earliest Copy
	Approximate Time Span between original & copy
	Number of Copies
	Accuracy of Copies

	Lucretius
	died 55 or 53 B.C.
	
	1100 yrs.
	2
	—-

	Pliny
	A.D. 61-113
	A.D. 850
	750 yrs.
	7
	—-

	Plato
	427-347 B.C.
	A.D. 900
	1200 yrs.
	7
	—-

	Demosthenes
	4th Cent. B.C.
	A.D. 1100
	800 yrs.
	8
	—-

	Herodotus
	480-425 B.C.
	A.D. 900
	1300 yrs.
	8
	—-

	Suetonius
	A.D. 75-160
	A.D. 950
	800 yrs.
	8
	—-

	Thucydides
	460-400 B.C.
	A.D. 900
	1300 yrs.
	8
	—-

	Euripides
	480-406 B.C.
	A.D. 1100
	1300 yrs.
	9
	—-

	Aristophanes
	450-385 B.C.
	A.D. 900
	1200 yrs.
	10
	—-

	Caesar
	100-44 B.C.
	A.D. 900
	1000 yrs.
	10
	—-

	Livy
	59 BC-AD 17
	—-
	???
	20
	—-

	Tacitus
	circa A.D. 100
	A.D. 1100
	1000 yrs.
	20
	—-

	Aristotle
	384-322 B.C.
	A.D. 1100
	1400 yrs.
	49
	—-

	Sophocles
	496-406 B.C.
	A.D. 1000
	1400 yrs.
	193
	—-

	Homer (Iliad)
	900 B.C.
	400 B.C.
	500 yrs.
	643
	95%

	New
Testament
	1st Cent. A.D. (A.D. 50-100)
	2nd Cent. A.D.
(c. A.D. 130 f.)
	less than 100 years
	5600
	99.5%




        As you can see, when the Bible is compared to other literary works, its reliability and accuracy are second to none. The manuscript evidence is far superior to any other ancient document. Thus, if critics want to disregard the Bible, they must also disregard other ancient writings because the Bible is better preserved and more numerous than all other ancient writings. 
        Besides the 5, 686 Greek manuscripts of the New Testament, there are also over 2,600,000 pages of Greek New Testament manuscripts. This totals over 23,000 New Testament manuscripts, all historically reliable. Additionally, there are over 19,000 copies in the Syriac, Coptic, Latin, and Aramaic languages. 
        As we have previously read, all of the New Testament documents were written before the end of the first century. They were written by first-hand and eyewitness accounts, meaning that the entire New Testament was written within 70 years of Jesus’ crucifixion. If any author were to error, there would have been plenty of people around to point out the falsehood and contest the writings. 
        Another proof concerning the reliability of the Bible comes from shards of pottery. Today, you will find many things that have Bible verses written on them. Things such as calendars, trinkets, jewelry, pens, etc. In the same manner, people throughout history, including people in the first century, inscribed Scripture verses on things such as pottery. What is interesting about this is how archeologists have discovered over 100,000 pieces of pottery, dating even to the time of Jesus, that has Scripture verses inscribed on them. In fact, we have enough pottery shards to practically write 80% of the Bible. Now that is reliable! 
        When it comes to archeology, there have been numerous discoveries that help prove the reliability of Scripture. Not one archeological discovery has ever contradicted or disproved the historic reliability of Scripture. Even today, you can personally visit places such as Abraham’s well, Samsons, tomb, the Garden of Gethsemane, the Temple wall, and hold coins inscribed with Ceasars name. 
        At one time, people thought King David was just an imaginary figure, for no evidence ever supported the biblical claim. However, in 1993, archeologists discovered what is called the Tel Dan Inscription with the words, “BTDWD” on it. Translated, those words mean, “House of David.” Likewise, the tunnel used by David to capture Jerusalem is known as Hezekiah’s Tunnel. Hezekiah built this tunnel to bring water into Jerusalem (Isaiah 22:9; 2 Chronicles 32:30; 2 Kings 20:20) and when David captured Jerusalem, he used this tunnel (2 Samuel 5:7-8). For centuries, people thought this was a made-up story because no such tunnel was ever found. But in 1837, Edward Robinson discovered Hezekiah’s tunnel, which you can now personally visit. 
        In the next section, we will read more about the inherency of the Bible, which is directly related to the reliability of the Bible we are now reading. But for now, an interesting research topic would be to research all of the different archaeological proof of the Bible, for you will be amazed and praise God for His trustworthy authority!

Is The Bible Reliable?

“It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God’” Matthew 4:4

        Jesus taught with authority and never tolerated error. When religious leaders were wrong, Jesus made right judgments and spoke openly about what those judgments were. Who better at correcting error than God? And since Jesus is God, what He teaches is true. As such, Jesus taught that the Bible is God’s Word, meaning Scripture is our primary source of divine truth. Let us first begin with what Jesus thought regarding the Old Testament. 
        When it comes to the Old Testament, Jesus said it was divinely authoritative. When tempted by Satan, Jesus quoted Scripture from the Old Testament (Matthew 4:4, 7, 10). If the Old Testament was not authoritative, then why did Jesus quote it so much? In fact, 92 times Jesus and His apostles supported the Old Testament by saying, “it is written” (or the equivalent) by quoting the Old Testament. Jesus dismissed Satan and He and the apostles quoted the Old Testament, proving that Scripture is the ultimate authority for life. 
        When Jesus preached the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said that not even the smallest dot in the Scriptures would ever perish (Matthew 5:17). Thus, the Old Testament (and the New) will last for time and eternity. Likewise, when Jesus was falsely accused and about to be stoned for blasphemy, He declared, “the Scripture cannot be broken” (John 10:35). Not only can the Scriptures not be broken, Jesus even prayed, “Sanctify them by the truth; Your Word is truth” (John 17:17).   
        In all of the Old Testament, two of the most well-known stories have many people believing they are just that, stories. These stories are that of Noah (Matthew 24:37-38) and Jonah (Matthew 12:40), but while people are quick to make these two accounts a fairytale, Jesus affirmed their historical accuracy. Additionally, many people claim that Daniel was just a historian, but Jesus referred to Daniel as a prophet (Matthew 24:15). Likewise, modern scholars claim that the book of Isaiah was written by numerous different authors, and to do so, they divide Isaiah into 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Isaiah. However, Jesus never suggested different authors and claimed that Isaiah wrote the book that bears his name (Matthew 7:6-7; 13:14-15; Luke 4:17-19). 
        What we must come to understand is that if the Bible does not speak truthfully about the physical world, a world we can see, then it would not be trusted when speaking about the spiritual world, a world we cannot see. What modern critics of the Bible attempt to do is the very thing Jesus warned the Pharisees over, “Why do you break the command of God for the sake of your tradition?” (Matthew 15:3, 6). 
        There is no question that Jesus considered the entire Old Testament to be the Word of God. Jesus said that He came to fulfill the entire Old Testament (Matthew 5:7), which is referred to many times as “the Law and the Prophets” (Matthew 5:17; Luke 24:26-27). The Jewish teachers knew the Old Testament like the back of their hands, but Jesus pointed out, “You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about Me, yet you refuse to come to Me to have life” (John 5:39-40). 
        When Jesus said that, He was rebuking the Pharisees and actually covering every single Old Testament book by saying, “the Scriptures.” In Matthew 23, Jesus covered every book of the Old Testament, from first to last. Jesus said, “Upon you will come all the righteous blood that has been shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah son of Berekiah, whom you murdered between the temple and the altar” (Matthew 23:35). 
        To put that verse into perspective, Abel was killed in the first book of the Jewish Old Testament, and Zechariah was killed was killed in the last, which is Chronicles. This makes sense when we realize that the Jewish Old Testament, which is the same as ours, was configured in a different order than our modern Bibles. Jesus and His disciples quoted from every section of the Jewish Old Testament, thereby claiming its authoritative accuracy. 
        The Jewish Old Testament is comprised of three sections, the Law, the Prophets, and the Writings. Additionally, Jesus affirmed the historicity of creation (Mark 13:19), Adam and Eve (Matthew 19:4-5), Sodom and Gomorrah (Luke 10:12), and Moses at the burning bush (Luke 20:37). 
[image: Why is our OT ordered differently from the Hebrew Masoretic text? - Faith &  Science Conversation - The BioLogos Forum]
















        Even with what Jesus said about the Old Testament, some still ask if Jesus could have been wrong. They claim that Jesus was not teaching how the events in the Old Testament literally happened. But to believe this is to believe that Jesus was just accommodating the false beliefs of His day. But this accommodation theory simply does not work. 
        As the Gospels show, Jesus never tolerated error. To remain truthful (for God cannot lie), Jesus would not accommodate any false teaching. Yes, God is love, but true love does not regard error as truth. This is why we see Jesus lash out against bad teaching (Matthew 23), correcting false views of the Old Testament (Matthew 5:21-43), to even overturning tables in the temple (Matthew 21; Mark 11; John 2). Jesus is not one to back down, twist the truth, or accommodate error for the sake of hurting someone’s feelings. 
        But still, some people want to claim that since Jesus was born human, His humanity limited His understanding. They point out to things such as Jesus not knowing when He will return and use that as evidence that Jesus did not have a full grasp on the truth. But let us be clear about something, a limited understanding is different from misunderstanding. As a man, there were things Jesus did not know, for Jesus lived a life of faith so He could guide believers in their life of faith. But this in no way means that Jesus was wrong in what He did know. What Jesus did know was true because He only taught what His Father told Him to say (John 8:28; 17:8, 14). Thus, to charge Jesus with error is the same as charging God with error. However, as this book has hopefully shown, God is unchangeable, and since God does not change, neither does God’s truth. 
        That is why Jesus was able to say, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My Words will not pass away” (Matthew24:35) because, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me” (Matthew 28:18). So, the main question we need to answer is, “Who knew more about the Old Testament, Jesus or the critics?” I hope every Christian’s answer is Jesus, for God’s credentials are greater than any fallible critic of Scripture. 
        We have seen what Jesus has said about the authority of the Old Testament, but now, let us turn our attention to what Jesus spoke of concerning the New Testament. After all, the New Testament was not written until Christ’s earthly life had ended. That makes many critics speculate that the New Testament is not authoritative because it was written after Jesus’ earthly life. 
        First, let me begin by pointing out how Jesus was confirmed in the Old Testament but promised in the New Testament. To claim that the New Testament is not divinely authoritative is not misunderstand, or willfully forget, that Jesus is God, and God’s presence is everywhere. Yes, while Jesus was a man, He was limited to being in one place at one time, just as we are. But after His ascension, Jesus, being God, is not limited by time or space, meaning He is omnipresent, or all-present. 
        When teaching that the New Testament is authoritative truth, Jesus said that His Holy Spirit would remind the apostles of what Jesus said because the Holy Spirit would lead them into “all truth” (John 14:25-26; 16:12-13). The Holy Spirit is the third member of the Trinity, and as God, the Holy Spirit would lead the apostles to author the Scriptures we call the New Testament. The apostle Paul taught this when he said how the church is “built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus Himself as the chief cornerstone” (Ephesians 2:20).
        The apostles showed that what they wrote came from God. John said the apostles “are from God” (1 John 4:6). He also begins the book of Revelation with, “The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave me” (Revelation 1:1). Paul also said his words are “taught by the Spirit” (1 Corinthians 2:10, 13; 7:40), and that his writings are “the Lord’s command” (1 Corinthians 14:37). 
        Another clear example from Paul is when he said, “I want you to know, brothers, that the gospel I preached is not something that man made up. I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I received it by revelation from Jesus Christ” (Galatians 1:11-12). Also, when Paul wrote to the church in Thessalonica, he said, “And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but as it actually is, the word of God, which is at work in you who believe” (1 Thessalonians 2:13). Paul also affirms that the Gospels of Matthew and Luke are “Scripture,” making them equal to Deuteronomy (1 Timothy 5:18; Luke 10:7; Matthew 10:10). 
        But Paul is not just making these claims alone or for his own glory. The apostle Peter said of Paul, “His letters contain some things that are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the other Scriptures, to their own destruction” (2 Peter 3:15-16). No prophecy came from man, for they spoke from God as they were taught by the Holy Spirit (2 Peter 1:16-21). 
        However, the apostles did not simply claim their messages were from God. I mean, anybody can do that. There are false teachers everywhere. To combat this, God allowed the apostles to perform miraculous works to prove that they are writing and preaching God’s Word. 
        So, why are there no apostles today? It is because the qualifications to be an apostle ended with them. Two qualifications to be an apostle was to be an eyewitness to Jesus’ resurrection, and to perform signs (Acts 1:22; 1 Corinthians 9:1). Paul said, “The things that mark an apostle – signs, wonders, and miracles – were done among you with great perseverance” (2 Corinthians 12:12). As the writer of Hebrews said, “God also testified to it by signs, wonders, and various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to His will” (Hebrews 2:3-4). Thus, the miracle confirms their message. 
The Reliability Of The Bible Summary

        Entire books have been written concerning the reliability of the Bible. What I have hoped to briefly show is how the Bible is accurate, reliable, and authoritative. Scripture contains no errors, the historicity of the Bible confirms its authoritative truth, and Jesus teaches the truthfulness of both the Old and New Testaments. Thus, we can say that the Bible is resilient. Throughout the centuries, the Bible has been banned, burned, and outlawed, yet it remains. Critics attempt to change, distort, or alter its truth, but the Bible stands upon the foundation of Christ. It has more manuscript copies than any other historical document, and one common theme runs throughout all of Scripture, even though it was written by 40 authors, in three languages, on three continents, and over a period of more than 2,000 years. Thus, as Jesus said about Scripture:
* “Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God”
   (Matthew 4:4)
* The Bible is imperishable (Matthew 5:17-18)
* Scripture cannot be broken (John 10:35)
* Authority over human tradition (Matthew 15:3, 6)
* Without error (Matthew 22:29; John 17:17)
* Historically reliable (Matthew 12:40; 24:37-38)











Inerrancy 

“The inerrancy of Scripture is the foundational doctrine in which all other doctrines rest” 
– Norman Geisler

        When we talk about the inerrancy of the Bible, while that word is not used in Scripture, it is definitely implied. Scripture teaches us two facts about inerrancy. First, the Bible is the Word of God (Romans 9:6). Second, God cannot err (Romans 3:4; Hebrews 6:18). With that being said, biblical inerrancy is divided into three parts, each part confirming the authority of Scripture. These three parts, or words, are inerrancy, inspiration, and infallibility. 
        Inerrancy means that Scripture is without error. This section will dig into this more deeply, but remember, inerrancy is related to the reliability of the Bible. If the Bible is proven to be authoritative, and thus, reliable, it means that Scripture is inerrant, for any contradiction or would render the bible false. 
        Scripture affirms inerrancy because God cannot lie or be false. The psalmist said, “All Your Words are true” (Psalm 119:160). Hebrews 6:18 says, “It is impossible for God to lie.” Paul said that God “does not lie” (Titus 1:2). And Jesus said to His Father, “Your Word is truth” (John 17:17). Since God cannot lie, the Bible is thus inerrant, for God cannot contradict Himself. 

Inspiration Of Scripture

“All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness” 2 Timothy 3:16

        Inspiration means Scripture is breathed out by God, as the above verse has shown. But what does “breathed out” really mean. Well, remember, the Holy Spirit guided the apostles in what to write. It is by learning more about the Holy Spirit that we learn more about how the Bible is inspired, or “breathed out.” 
        In the New Testament, two Greek words are used for Holy Spirit. The first is Paraclete, meaning “breath.” One example comes from John 14:16-17, which says, “And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever – the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept Him, because it neither sees Him or knows Him. But you know Him, for He lives with you and will be in you.” 
        The second New Testament Greek word for Holy Spirit is Pneuma, meaning, “soul” and “breath.” This is where Pneumatology gets its name from, for Pneumatology is the theological study of the doctrine of the Holy Spirit. But once again, we see how the Holy Spirit is described as “breath.” These two words are used over 250 times the New Testament to describe the Holy Spirit, meaning breath. 
        In the Old Testament, the Hebrew word for Holy Spirit is Ruach, meaning “wind” and “breath.” Once again, we see the Holy Spirit being described as “breath.” In Genesis 1:2, we read, “The Spirit of God was hovering over the waters,” and in Genesis 6:16, Ruach is translated as “breath of life.” The Holy Spirit hovered over creation, gave life to Adam (Genesis 2:7-9), is the “breath of life,” and when God sent a wind over the earth to recede the flood waters, God sent the “Ruach” (Genesis 8:1). Combined, the word Ruach is used over 400 times in the Old Testament. 
        When we combine these three words that are used for the Holy Spirit, we begin to see how the Holy Spirit is the One who gives life to all of Creation. Since the Holy Spirit, who is the third member of the Trinity, is God, we can also say that the Holy Spirit is the breath of life. Moses said this in Numbers 27:16, “God gives breath to all living things.” Job also taught this truth by saying, “As long as I have life within me, the breath of God is my nostrils” (Job 27:3). Even Elihu told Job, “The Spirit of God has made me; the breath of the Almighty gives me life” (Job 33:4). 
        God the Father used the name Ruach Yahweh when He promised that the Messiah would be empowered by the Holy Spirit (Isaiah 11:12; 42:1). That prophecy was fulfilled at Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan River, when John saw “the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on Him” (Matthew 3:16). 
        When taking all of this into consideration, we also see how the Holy Spirit empowered Jesus to speak God’s truth. Thus, when it comes to the inspiration of Scripture, we learn that the Holy Spirit is life (John 6:63), and because of this, the Bible is “living and active” (Hebrews 4:12). Thus, when the Paul says Scripture is “God breathed,” it means that Scripture is alive, directed by God, and cannot be broken. 
Infallibility Of Scripture

“We also have the prophetic message as something completely reliable” 2 Peter 1:19

        Infallibility means Scripture cannot fail or be broken (John 10:35) because infallible means “incapable of error.” When something is said to be infallible, it means that it is never wrong and completely trustworthy. Similar to inerrant which means “free from error,” the Bible will never fail. 
        When the infallibility of Scripture is applied to 2 Timothy 3:16-17, we come to better understand that for Scripture to be “God breathed” it must also be infallible, for God cannot breath out error or falsehood. The Bible equips God’s servants thoroughly for kingdom service, and that equipping is guided by the Holy Spirit into all truth. 
        Since God is infallible, we can also rightly say that God’s Word is also infallible. Psalm 19:7 says that God’s Word is “perfect, refreshing the soul,” because God is perfect. Not only is Scripture breathed out by God, Jesus is also referred to as “the Word” (John 1:14). 
        Something that we also need to understand is this doctrine of infallibility is only related to the original documents. Throughout the centuries, printing errors, typos, and mistranslations are obvious human mistakes. These mistakes are easily spotted, for extremely careful consideration was used in copying Scripture from the original documents. This being said, what the biblical writers wrote was completely free from error, for the Holy Spirit guided what was written. God is reliable and trustworthy (John 14:6; 17:3), and so is His Word (John 17:17). The Bible claims complete perfection (Psalm 12:6; 19:7; Proverbs 30:5), and is factual throughout its entirety. 
        Now, you may be thinking, “Well, if infallibility only relates to the original documents, how can we be sure we have accurate copies?” That is a good question, and will be discussed in the next section regarding alleged errors. For now, be assured that the Bible you hold in your hands is over 95% accurate to the earliest biblical copies. The remaining 5% is not an error in meaning, rather, they are copying errors, such as misspelling or skipping a word. 



Who Wrote The Bible? God Or Humans?

“You are in error because you do not know the Scriptures of the power of God” Matthew 22:29

        When we ask the question regarding who wrote the Bible, to say, as some critics do, that only fallible people wrote the Bible, that statement reflects the above verse. To not know the power of God is to limit the inerrancy of Scripture. Yes, Scripture is God-breathed, but just as God breathed life into Adam, God breathed the life of Scripture into the human hands who penned what God wanted recorded. 
        The forty authors who wrote the 66 books of the Bible were not mindless machines without any control over what they wrote. Instead, God used the unique personalities and experiences of each human author to write what God willed. These various human authors each had different personalities, talents, education, and life experiences. Thus, God transmitted His Word through different human authors, each with their own voice, personalities, and styles of writing. 
        Since God chose to speak His Words through different human authors, Scripture has a variety of literary forms and styles because of the authors different perspectives, cultures, and emotions. By doing this, God reveals to us the full character of those He spoke through. People such as the highly educated Paul, the priestly perspective of Hebrews, the poet beauty of David, to the despair and lament of Jeremiah. Each biblical book is written through the lens of its human author, yet still conveys the exact message God wanted us to receive. 
        So, on one hand, we can say the Bible was written by people. But on the other hand, God was the breath that moved each persons pen. Thus, the Bible is a product of both. God used each person to write His Word while using each authors personality. This is why we have such a wide variety of literary features within Scripture. God did not force them to write, but guided them along to pen exactly what God dictated, for the “Scriptures are the power of God” (Matthew 22:19). 





Scripture Is From God

“Heaven and earth will pass away, but My Words will not pass away” Matthew 24:35

        Throughout this book, we have seen how the claims of Jesus Christ are so encompassing that there can be no middle ground or alternative. For those who say that Scripture is not from God, but rather penned by fallible humans, then we must ask ourselves two questions.
        First, if people invented Christ, why have people not invented a greater god than Christ Jesus? Just pause for a moment and think about how you could improve upon Jesus. People have created super heroes, such as Spiderman, Batman, and Superman, but all of those are amped up qualities that go above our human limitations. Any and all gods created by people are always an extension of people’s desires. But Jesus Christ does not fall into that category. 
        Plus, who would invent a god that punishes wrongdoing. And not just apparent wrongdoing, but even internal wrongdoing, such as hatred as murder or lust as adultery. A God who judges the heart, who is a God of wrath and of love, who is merciful yet the supreme Judge, simply cannot be invented. 
        Second, this question follows the first by asking, if people invented Christ, why have we not improved on Christ throughout the years? Think about this. If Jesus is a fictional invention, why has the idea of Christ never been improved on? 
        Many people have tried to humanize Christ, making Jesus less than God. They attempt to strip away Christ’s divinity, and just as Mohammad did, make Jesus out to be nothing more than a good teacher. But nobody has ever tried to improve upon Christ. There has never been one person who has attempted to make God more loving or powerful. Now, people have tried to elevate Christ’s love over His wrath, but in doing so, they contradict Scripture. 
        Love does not mean everything is permissible. Love does not mean there are no consequences for one’s actions. And love does not mean that truth will never hurt. As we have read, sin requires justice, and God is our Just Judge. Other times, people have also attempted to elevate God’s wrath over His love. They falsely claim that the God of the Old Testament is not the same God of the New Testament. 
        By doing this, the break the very Scripture that God says cannot be broken. They turn God against God’s self. Jesus taught this when He asked, “How can Satan drive out Satan? If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. If a house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand” (Mark 3:23-25). While Jesus was talking about Satan, the same principle applies to God’s house, for no house that is divided will be able to stand. It becomes a contradiction, which is something inerrancy teaches against. 
        The fact that Jesus has absolute power means He cannot be improved. Jesus is perfectly God and perfectly man, therefore He is the God-man who cannot be duplicated. While this argument is not an absolute proof, it does suggest that Scripture is the inerrant Word of God. Either the Bible is the greatest forgery ever printed, or it is the very Word of God, but it cannot be divided, invented, or improved upon. As one old saying goes, “If man invented Christ, why has he not improved upon Him? If man invented Christ, why has he not invented another?”

	Scripture is as powerful as:
	Powerful to:

	A hammer (Jeremiah 23:29)
	Judge sin

	A Mirror (James 1:23)
	Reveal sin

	Water (Ephesians 5:26)
	Cleanse sin

	A lamp and light (Psalm 119:105)
	Guide

	A sword (Hebrews 4:12)
	Defeat Satan

	Milk (1 Peter 2:2)
	Sustain and nourish

	Honey and gold (Psalm 19:10)
	Satisfy

	Bread (Matthew 4:4)
	Sustain and nourish

	Seed (Luke 8:11)
	Produce growth


          
        The Bible is also not invented because the biblical authors hold nothing back. They are brutally honest when it comes to even their own shortcomings, mistakes, and sins. Embarrassing stories and doubt are truthfully told for all to read. Thus, if Scripture was invented, then why were the authors so visibly truthful about things most of us would try to cover up? 
        The biblical writers do not cave into pride by covering up their sins or the sins of a nation. They also do not embellish their mistakes or achievements, for they are not writing for their own glory. For if they were, all of their sins would be hidden from sight. God wants us to know that everyone is fallible. We are not the inventors of truth, and to know that even the biblical authors struggled helps us to realize that we too need God’s grace in Christ Jesus. 
        Here is a short list revealing the intense honesty of some biblical characters:
Noah was a drunk
Abraham lied about his wife
Moses battled pride
Eli had wicked and undisciplined sons
Elijah ran from Jezebel
David committed adultery and murder
Solomon had 300 wives and over 700 concubines
Thomas doubted
Paul persecuted Christians
Peter denied the Lord
        As we can briefly see, the Bible teaches the honest truth. This does not mean the Bible teaches that those failures are okay. Rather, it points out how people are fallible and enforces the need for everyone to come to the infallible Christ. 
        Additionally, this also proves that God can complete save and transform each believer (Hebrews 7:25). When compared to every other world religion, every other belief system does not teach that salvation is free and complete. Religion says, “Do this in order to live,” while Christianity simply says, “Done.” 
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The Word Of God

“The grass withers, the flower fades, but the Word of our God will stand forever” Isaiah 40:8

        When talking about the inerrancy of Scripture, we must also become familiar with some arguments that Scripture is the very Word of God. We have already read how the Bible is God’s Word, but now, we turn our attention to eight arguments that help bind together the authority of God’s inerrant, infallible, and inspired Word. Then, we will examine a chart showing how many early writers quoted from the New Testament, thereby helping to show the inerrancy of God’s Word. But first, let us examine the eight arguments that help establish the authority of the Bible. 
        First, the Bible is the Word of God because of the revelation of Jesus Christ. No human could have invented such an extraordinary message concerning the person of Christ Jesus. Scripture teaches that Jesus existed before creation, that He was the Creator, and appeared to people in the Old Testament through Christophanies. A Christophany is similar to a theophany, which is a manifestation of God in the Old Testament (Genesis 12:7-9; 18:1-33; 32:22-30; Exodus 3:2-4:17; Deuteronomy 31:14-15; Job 38-42). Sometimes the Old Testament will say, “the angel of the Lord,” which is the pre-incarnate Christ (Genesis 16:7-14; 22:11-18; Judges 5:23; 2 Kings 19:35) appearing. We can connect this with the person of Jesus Christ in the New Testament, who is Emmanuel, “God with us” (Matthew 1:23). 
        As this book has hopefully shown, the claims of Christ are so radical that they simply cannot be ignored. His teaching must be accepted or rejected because there is no middle ground. No human author could ever create such a story as the whole of Scripture. Plus, we must remember that over forty people wrote Scripture over a period of 2,000 years. The internal consistency that flows throughout Scripture through 40 authors over thousands of years can only be accomplished through divine revelation. Thus, we can say that the Bible is the Word of God because of the unique person of the God-man, Jesus Christ.
        Additionally, Jesus Christ affirmed His deity on many occasions. He applied to Himself the name Jehovah, “I am” (John 8:24), which is taken from God saying His Name “I am that I am” in Exodus 3:14-15 and further seen in John 4:26; 18:5-6. The Jewish people understood that Jesus was making Himself equal to God and tried to stone Him for those claims (John 8:59). 
        Jesus said that He is identical to the Father (John 14:9; 10:33), and He asserted His omnipresence (Matthew 18:20; John 3:13), omniscience (John 11:14), and omnipotence (Matthew 28:18; John 5:21-23; 6:19). Further, Jesus approved of being worshipped (Matthew 14:33; 28:9; John 20:28-29), forgave sins (Mark 2:5-7; Luke 7:48-50), which are both something only God can do. 
        Jesus understood who He was. Abraham was known for his faith, Job for his patience, Elijah for his boldness, Jeremiah for his weeping, David for his heart, Solomon for his wisdom, Daniel for his fearless prayer life, Paul for his education, John for his love, and Barnabus for his encouragement. Martin Luther was a reformer, George Whitfield and John Wesley were evangelists, Bill Bright was a soul winner, Eugene Peterson was a writer, Billy Graham was a preacher. But Jesus Christ has wrapped up all these traits, and more, into one person, Himself.
        Second, Scripture is the Word of God because of its remarkable claims that the Bible is from God. We have already read how the Bible was “God breathed,” but in addition to that, over 3,000 times the biblical authors of Scripture said it is from God. Expressions such as “Thus saith the LORD,” “The Lord said,” or the equivalent are used thousands of times in both the Old and New Testaments. 
        Some say the Bible is a good book but still full of errors. But how can the Bible be a good book with errors? If a book has errors, then in cannot be trusted. Likewise, throughout the Scriptures, God has shown repeatedly that what is written is His breathed out Word. So to say that the Bible has errors is the same as saying God can error. Jesus said of Scripture and of Himself that they are both the truth, and as the truth, there can be no errors. 
        Third, the Bible is the Word of God because of the fulfillment of prophecy. This is perhaps one of the strongest arguments that the Bible is the Word of God because it has demonstrated the miraculous ability to accurately predict the future. No human has knowledge of the future. People can try to predict the future, but a prediction is not a prophecy. A prediction is what something thinks will happen, but when it comes to God, He does not predict the future, for only God knows the “end from the beginning” (Isaiah 46:10).
        Christianity is the only belief system that provides fulfilled prophecy as evidence for its credibility. Now, people who try to discredit Scripture do so by trying to undermine the Bible’s prophetic nature. They say that a given book of the Bible was written much later than it actually was, thus, hoping to say that the prophecies were written just years before the fulfillment, or even after the fulfillment. In other words, they attempt to move the date of the prediction forward or they claim that the prophecy was written after the fulfillment. But the historical evidence completely refutes this false premise.
        The first reason is because, when we historically examine the dates of when the books of the Old Testament were written, the logical conclusion and the consensus of history proves that the biblical books were written at the time they claimed to be. For instance, some critics of the Bible want to say that Moses did not write the first five books of the Bible. Instead, they claim that the Jewish people wrote those books during their time of Babylonian exile. Further, they say that while the Jews were oppressed by the Romans, they added to and finished the first five books of the Bible. Then, to provide more credibility, they used Moses’ name and lied about it being authored by Moses himself. For one, that is a lie and undermines Moses, someone the Jewish people revere. Second, the Septuagint, which is the Greek Old Testament, was fully completed more than 100 years before Christ was born. So to say that the books of Moses were written during Roman oppression blatantly contradicts historical fact. 
        Further, when we examine the prophecies concerning the Messiah, we quickly realize how no human could ever fulfill them all. Nobody can determine when and where they are born. Nobody can escape death, especially a Roman execution. And nobody can say they will defeat death and walk out of a tomb. There are over 300 prophecies concerning Jesus, most of which are impossible for a fallible human to try to accomplish. Plus, there are prophecies about entire nations and about the nation of Israel. It is one thing to try to fulfill a prophecy oneself, but impossible to fulfill a prophecy for an entire nation, especially when that prophecy was made hundreds of years before the fulfillment.
        Fourth, the Bible is the Word of God because of its convicting and converting power of its message. Think about this for a moment. Although the Bible talks about sinful acts, such as adultery and sexual immorality, Bibles are not found in strip clubs or prostitution rings (though they should be!). The Bible is unique in its message of repentance, in its convicting power to unsettle those in sin, and in its power to convert and transform those who accept its message. 
        This is known as an empirical argument that no other book can claim, because only the Bible has the convicting and converting power of transformation. Just think of all the people who willfully rejected God, then, for whatever reason, decided to start reading the Bible. As the read God’s Word, they became convicted and accepted the message of Jesus Christ and become a new creation in Christ. 
        Fifth, Scripture is the Word of God because of its Revelation. Remember that revelation means “unveiling.” It is to lay open and reveal something. What is remarkable about the Bible is that it is a simple book. It can be understood by uneducated people and even small children in Sunday School can understand its message. However, there is such an infinity to God’s Word that nobody can ever mine out all the riches of Scripture. 
        A little child can understand the Bible, and a trained theologian can never exhaust the depths of God’s message. When a finite person studies theology, we encounter the infinity of God, and quickly realize that no person can fully comprehend the omniscience of God. I like to say that the Bible is the fountain of life, and that this fountain never runs dry, for its living water is always fresh. 
        Sixth, we have already covered this, but the Bible is the Word of God because its message comes from many different human sources. God wrote the Bible, not through one person, but through over forty people! Whether it is a person’s first time reading the Bible, or their thousandth time, we find a unified message that runs throughout. Each part of the Bible is unified in such a way that each part contributes to the whole. After reading the Bible cover to cover, we realize that if any one book was removed, the Bible would not be whole. 
        This is especially incredible when we better understand how the Bible was written over a period of 2,000 years by 40 different authors. Thus, the Bible was penned over a period of 55 generations, yet Scripture remains one singular unity. Some say that Scripture was written over 1,600 years instead of over 2,000. But this is a minor detail for which there is no precise answer. The main point is, whether Scripture was written over a period of 1,600 years or 2,000 years, the central theme of the Bible remains consistent. 
        For instance, let’s say that you want to write a book about our current president, Joe Biden. You are free to write by using your own experiences, choice of words, personality, and style. In it, you write about the good, the bad, and the ugly. After you finish your book, another person writes about the same subject. This goes on for over 55 generations. And while you may know some of the other authors, you are not alive to read the book about Joe Biden 100 years from now, let alone 1,500 years from now. After the 2,000 or so years, what are the chances of everyone’s book remaining internally consistent? 
        While that is obviously impossible, what is even more impossible is to remember that some people must write about Joe Biden before he was born, during his time of service, and after his future death. The Bible’s central theme is Jesus Christ, with the Old Testament being written before Jesus was born. Likewise, if your book is about Joe Biden, parts must be written long before he was ever born, yet remain 100% accurate. Thus, from a human standpoint, this is impossible, which helps us to understand that God can only record such an authoritative and truthful book. 
        Seventh, Scripture is the Word of God because of its transcultural message. Needless to say, the Bible has a universal appeal. People have read the Bible in the first century to the modern twenty-first century, and during each century, the Bible spoke directly to them, their need, their time, and to their culture. 
        Even though Scripture is now almost 2,000 years old, the Bible is always up to date and speaks to us in our time and situation. Thus, the Bible is timeless and eternal. The Bible’s universal appeal extends to all cultures, in all times, and in all places. No matter what language a person speaks, the Bible’s message remains clear and accurate. 
        Also, the transcultural appeal applies to everyone, both poor and rich. The lowly, the outcast, the humble, the doubting, the poor, the rich, etc., all can read the same biblical message and internalize its profound message. Do you ever feel like God is speaking directly to you when you read His Word? That is because He is, for the Bible is timeless. 
        Eighth, the Bible is the Word of God because of the pragmatic test of experience. Pragmatic means, “relating to matters of fact.” If someone is said to be pragmatic, it means they are grounded, sensible, and practical. 
        In this world, people are always quick to test any claim that is made by a person, a product, or an organization. Products we buy go through numerous testing to ensure its reliability. People are examined to see how trustworthy they are. Organizations are tested to see if they adhere to what they say, and tested to confirm that what they say is true. So, perhaps the greatest argument that the Bible is the very Word of God is its pragmatic impact upon the lives of those who test Scriptures truths. 
        People who personally experience Christ Jesus know that the Bible is inspired by the Holy Spirit, which produces new life in each believer. Just like when Jacob wrestled all night with God, nobody can encounter Christ and not walk away with a limp. Personally encountering Jesus transforms a person, and the fruit of their salvation in the new birth is evident to all. 
        However, many people can claim to have a lifechanging experience. Do Muslims not claim that the Koran is the Word of God because it changed their life? Do Mormons not say the same thing with the Book of Mormon? So what validity is there to claim that the message of God brings about a pragmatic life change? Let me answer this question by using an illustration.
        Let’s say an employee walks into work and tells his fellow employees that he has rock in his pocket. He tells his coworkers, “This rock has completely changed my life! It has given me peace, hope, love, and a joy that I have never experienced before. Not only that, but now I can work better and even run without becoming tired or out of breath!” 
        On the surface, it is hard to argue with someone like that who can back up their claims. A personal testimony is always a subjective argument for something. Therefore, we cannot dismiss that person’s subjective experience as being false. 
        However, there are two questions that must be asked when it deals with any subjective argument. First, what is the objective reality of the subjective experience, and second, how many other people can claim the same experience? 
        The answer to the first question would be, “A rock in my pocket.” The second question must answer, “How many coworkers, people in the entire company, in the whole country, on the entire continent, and throughout the entire world have experienced the same peace, hope, love, joy, and ability to run without getting tired or out of breath as the result of having a rock in their pocket?    
        This this, many people start to laugh because it is obvious that the answer to the second question is “Nobody!” So, to apply these same two questions to our own subjective experience, we must ask:
1. What is the basis for my subjective experience – a changed life?
        Answer: The saving work of Christ Jesus.
2. How many other people have had this same subjective experience from being related to the objective reality of Jesus Christ?
        When we examine the evidence, the answer becomes overwhelming. Millions of people from all walks of life, backgrounds, cultures, nationalities, professions, and cultures have experienced the transforming power of placing saving faith in Jesus Christ. 
        Now, let us see a pragmatic experience recorded in Scripture. On Easter morning, the angel invited the women to, “Come, see the place” (Matthew 28:6). The angel was telling these women to examine God to see if the tomb really was empty. By experience, they found that there observations were correct, that Jesus had been risen from the grave. In the same way, the psalmist invites us to “Taste and see that the LORD is good” (Psalm 34:8). 
        We can also see the pragmatic experience in people such as Paul, Peter, Matthew, and Thomas, just to name a few. Those who come to the Word of God, internalize the message, and apply it by faith, find that God always keeps His promises. 
        Jesus says in John 7:17, “If anyone’s will is to do God’s will, he will know whether the teaching is from God or whether I am speaking on my own authority.” What Jesus is teaching is how the key to doubt is our will, not our intellect. When someone surrenders their will to God, they will experience the new life promised within the pages of holy Scripture. 
        The problem is how “The natural man does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God. For they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned” (1 Corinthians 2:14). People cannot understand the dual nature of the Bible’s source, nor the spiritual impact of its teaching. However, when a person comes to personally know Christ Jesus as their Savior, they pragmatically experience the message of salvation. 
        Next, let us quickly examine some early quotes used by non-biblical authors that greatly help establish the reliability of God’s inerrant Word. By examining these other sources, we must take it seriously and recognize the importance concerning the New Testament. In fact, there is such a vast amount of other sources which quote the New Testament, that if the New Testament was ever to be destroyed, these sources would be enough to reconstruct almost the entire New Testament. 
        If we were to examine all of the extra-biblical sources that quote the New Testament, we will find how there is over 32,000 citations of the New Testament long before the Council of Nicaea (325 AD), which settled the argument over the divine nature of God and constructed the first part of the Nicene Creed. So, let us now examine a chart which records only a few of the early quotations of New Testament Scripture.












	Early Quotations Of The New Testament

	Writer
	Gospels
	Acts
	Pauline
Epistles
	General
Epistles
	Revelation
	Total

	Justin
Martyr
	268
	10
	43
	6
	3 (266 allusions)
	330

	Irenaeus
	1,038
	194
	499
	23
	65
	1,819

	Clement of
Alexandria
	1,017
	44
	1,127
	207
	11
	2,406

	Origen
	9,231
	349
	7,778
	399
	165
	17,922

	Tertullian
	3,822
	502
	2,609
	120
	205
	7,258

	Hippolytus
	734
	42
	387
	27
	188
	1,378

	Eusebius
	3,258
	211
	1,592
	88
	27
	5,176

	Totals
	19,368
	1,352
	14,035
	870
	664
	36,289



     
Inerrancy Summary

As we have seen, the Bible is the inerrant, inspired, and infallible Word of God. The internal consistency and central theme of Christ Jesus runs throughout each of the 66 books that comprise the Bible. No book can be subtracted, for it would take away from the whole. Looking at Scripture as a whole, we can see how the Old Testament was the preparation (Isaiah 40:3). The Gospels are the manifestation (John 1:29). The Book of Acts as the transmission (Acts 1:8). The Epistles the explanation (Colossians 1:27). And the Book of Revelation the consummation (Revelation 1:7). Thus, Scripture is all about Jesus, and as such, the authoritative, reliable, inerrant, Word of God. 





Alleged Errors

“The Word of God well understood and religiously obeyed is the shortest route to spiritual perfection. And we must not select a few favorite passages to the exclusion of others. Nothing less than a whole Bible can make a whole Christian” 
– A.W. Tozer

        We now conclude with the section about whether or not the Bible contains any errors. After all, the Bible is a collection of 66 books, written by 40 different authors, on three continents, in three languages, over a period of 1,600 – 2,000 years. On the surface, many skeptics claim that there is no earthly way the Bible would not contain any errors. And they are exactly right; there is no earthly way a book like that would be error-free. 
        Instead, the Bible is a heavenly book. An earthly book would contain errors, but not a heavenly book. As Christians, we believe that Scripture is God-breathed, meaning that God used human authors to write God’s heavenly Word. Now, this is not a copout, as some might suggest. Far too often, even well-meaning Christians place limits on God. But remember, even though we live by faith, it is not a blind faith. 
        God provides enough proof, enough evidence, to accept or reject biblical claims. If everything was literally without question, then we would no longer live by faith. God’s Word is spiritually discerned (1 Corinthians 2:14), and anyone not of the Spirit is not able to understand the Scriptures. By this, I mean, everyone is able to understand the message of salvation, for God desires all to be saved (1 Timothy 2:4), but when it comes to better understanding God, discipleship requires faith seeking understanding. 
        In other words, saying that the Bible is error-free is not an escape from reason. Rather, it is an escape from human reasoning alone. This is hard for many people to accept, and thus, God becomes limited in their view. But think about it; how much you do not believe about the Bible is how much you limit God.
        What about God parting the Red Sea, or God leading the Israelites in the wilderness for 40 years? What about manna? The burning bush? Johan and the giant fish? Adam and Eve? The basis for Christianity is that God became a man in Christ Jesus, was born of a virgin, lived a perfect, sinless life, died on the cross, and rose again, leaving the tomb forever empty. If a Christian believes the fundamental basis of Christ’s death and resurrection, then why do we wrestle with other miraculous biblical claims, such as an error-free Bible? 
        In the end, not taking God at His Word is to humanize the divine. It is the same as Eve, being told that basically, God doesn’t know what He is talking about. In reality, people are not limiting God, but limiting themselves. Why do we, like Eve, decide it is ok to believe one thing about God and not something else? Like Job, “Who are we to question God’s wisdom with out ignorant, empty words?” (Job 38:1-25). 
        Humanities biggest problem is how sin causes doubt. Flip through the pages of Scripture, and you will read account after account of how people doubted God. Doubt can do a good work when it confronts us with the truth and we accept God’s Word by faith. But more often than not, doubt causes people to find answers themselves, thereby making God’s Word nothing more than a human book. We do not dictate what God says, and likewise, God does not dictate what we accept. 
        To grow in faith is to accept God’s Word, especially those parts we do not understand. For if we understood everything, faith would no longer be needed. Because of sin, just like with Adam and Eve, people like to put God on trial. “Did not really say…” (Genesis 3:1), has been the sinful anthem echoed throughout a fallen creation. Anytime someone questions the truthfulness of God’s Word, they are doing nothing more than echoing the words of Satan himself. 
        Doubting God is the oldest sin on earth. Thinking we know better. Thinking that because we live in the 21st -century, we are smarter. People stop at nothing, plum down to calling our ancestors dumb, to defend our knowledge. But here is the thing, every generation does dumb stuff because ever generation is born into sin. Solomon had it right, “There is nothing new under the sun” (Ecclesiastes 1:9).    
        Opponents to Christianity act like a courtroom prosecutor, trying to defeat God’s Word. Half-hearted Christians act as the jury, trying to weight the evidence by determining what should or should not be ruled. But a true follower of Christ is the defense attorney who takes a stand for defending God’s truth. That, my friends, is why we study apologetics. 
        So, let us know turn our attention to some alleged errors in the Bible. We will examine contradictions, errors, and learn how the Bible you hold in your hand was put together. The journey will be great, but if you begin this biblical journey already pre-determining what you will or will not believe, then your heart is already hardened. Pharaoh had evidence, but decided not to accept it. So prayerfully open your heart and grow in God. 

Errors And Contradictions

“If we are faithless, He remains faithful – for He cannot deny Himself” 2 Timothy 2:13

        Let me begin by saying something that might surprise you. If you carefully read your Bible, you will find errors. Let me repeat myself: If you carefully read your Bible, you will find errors. Did I surprise you? If I did, good. No Christian does themselves any good if they do not believe that the Bible contains errors. But notice how I underlined the word “carefully,” because if you really pay attention to Scripture, you will find errors. Let me explain.
        By error, I do not mean an untruth. For if the Bible contained even one untruth, then all of Scripture, and even God Himself, come into question, for “God cannot lie” (Hebrews 6:18). An error is not an untruth. It is an error to claim that Jesus did not defeat sin and death. It is an error to claim humanity does not need a Savior. But that error does not mean those two facts are untruthful. It is an error to call a tomato a vegetable when the truth is a tomato is a fruit. 
        People error in the truth all the time. Fallible humans make errors, or mistakes, all the time. Lies can sound good, but a lie is only a lie because it reveals and goes against a truth. An error does not define a truth. Think about it. Is the Bible in error when we read how Jonah was swallowed by a large fish? Was Jesus in error when He affirmed Jonah was swallowed (Mark 12:40)? If we are to say that was an error, we are saying it is untrue. But what is your supporting evidence to make such a claim? 
        When we carefully read Scripture, you will find errors, not untruths. Any good student of Scripture notices errors, not untruths. The errors in the Bible are editing errors. They are copying errors. A misspelled word, a forgotten period, and the like. Those are errors, not untruths. In fact, if we add up all of the biblical “errors,” never once does it take away from the truth. 
        Those “errors” do not change, alter, or contradict the truth of Scripture. This is because people are in error when they claim an error is a lie. Mishandling the truth is an error on our part, for just because something is hard to understand does not make it an error. 
        Also, an error is not a contradiction, for if something is contradictory, once again it becomes a lie. Far too often, people reverse that line of thought. They read different verses of Scripture which seem to contradict each other, and assume that the Bible is an error. But just because two or more biblical passages are different does not mean they are contradictory. A difference is not a contradiction, and it only becomes an “error” (lie) when there is absolutely no conceivable way those verses can be reconciled. 
        For example, many of the disciples and first-century Christians thought that Jesus was coming back during their lifetime. Now, 2000 years later, Jesus still has not returned. They were in error, but the truth remained. It is also not a contradiction because the truth of Jesus’ return remains. 
        So, is Matthew 24:34 an error or contradiction when Jesus says, “Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place.” Or what about Matthew 16:28, when Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom.” The answer is no, for these two verses can be reconciled. 
        Matthew 24:34 means that “this generation” is the New Testament church generation. In Matthew 16:28, Jesus is not contradicting Himself, for those who heard these words would also see the fulfillment. This is seen in Matthew 17, when Peter, James, and John saw Jesus transfigured into His heavenly glory. Likewise, the apostle John, did not die until he wrote the book of Revelation, in which John saw the consummation of time. 

Alleged Contradictions

“For God is not a God of confusion but of peace” 1 Corinthians 14:33

        Going back to the section on the Bible being inerrant, remember that to be inerrant means to be without error. To believe that God inspired men to write Scripture is to believe that God would not contradict Himself. After all, if we are also to believe that God is eternal, who knows the end from the beginning (Isaiah 46:10), any contradiction in Scripture would be purposeful on God’s part, but as the above verse says, God does not aim to confuse. 
        When it comes to alleged contradictions, one problem is how some people will bring their preconceived notions to Scripture by trying to make the Bible fit their preconceived ideas. As discussed earlier, the law of non-contradiction comes into play here, for something cannot be both a and non-a simultaneously. Thus, something cannot be both true and untrue at the same time, which is why we need to remember how although two statements may be different from each other, that difference does not mean it is also contradictory. 
        So, what are we to make when two or more passages of Scripture seem to contradict each other? Let us examine just five passages, and by doing so, hopefully begin to realize how each alleged contradiction can be reconciled. 
        First, let us examine the issue of Jesus saying He would die and raise from the dead in three days (Mark 8:31). People are quick to claim that Jesus was not buried in the tomb for a literal three days. And since Jesus was not in the tomb for three days, this must be a contradiction. So, how do we reconcile this biblical claim?
         Jesus was placed in the grave for part of Friday, all of Saturday, and rose Sunday morning. In other words, Jesus was in the grave to full nights, one full day, and part of two days. Since this is not three full, 24-hour days, is this a contradiction? The answer is “No.” 
        In both Matthew 16:21 and Mark 8:31, Jesus said, “The Son of man will rise again after three days,” and “He will be raised again on the third day.” Both verses are expressions that are used interchangeably. Additionally, Matthew 12:40 and John 2:19-22 both state that Jesus would be resurrected in three days, not after three days and raised on the fourth day. Jesus’ resurrection was not after three days, but on the third day. Also, remember that for the Jewish people, any part of a day was considered a full day. So, there is no contradiction. 
        Second, let us examine the resurrection appearances of Jesus. Many wonder who Jesus appeared to first. Mark 16:9 says that Jesus first appeared to Mary, but Paul says Peter first saw Jesus (1 Corinthians 15:5). So, is this a contradiction? Once again, the answer is “No.”
        To reconcile this alleged contradiction, we learn how Jesus first appeared to Mary, then to Mary and the other women, then to Peter. For Paul, he was not giving a complete list, rather, Paul was referring to the first male to see the resurrected Christ. Below is the biblical order of Christ’s resurrection appearances:


	Appeared To:
	Scripture References:

	1. Mary
	John 20:10-18

	2. Mary and Women
	Matthew 28:1-10

	3. Peter
	1 Corinthians 15:5

	4. Two Disciples
	Luke 24:13-35

	5. Ten Apostles
	Luke 24:36-49; John 20:19-23

	6. Eleven Apostles
	John 20:24-31

	7. Seven Apostles
	John 21

	8. All apostles
	Matthew 28:16-20; Mark 16:14-18

	9. 500 Brethren
	1 Corinthians 15:6

	10. James 
	1 Corinthians 15:7

	11. All apostles
	Acts 1:4-8

	12. Paul
	Acts 9:1-9; 1 Corinthians 15:8



        Hopefully, that chart clears up some confusion concerning Christ’s resurrection appearances. It also underscores the importance of reading the Bible as a whole instead of just picking out a passage here and there. One of the biggest reasons people assume there are biblical contradictions is because they are quick to pick out only one or two pieces instead of examining the whole. 
        Third, let us continue to examine Jesus’ resurrection, for it was not just the women at the empty tomb on that Sunday morning. In Matthew 28:2-3, it is written that there was an angel at Jesus’ tomb. However, in Luke 24:4, it says that two angels are at the tomb. So, is this a contradiction? As you guessed it, the answer is “No.” 
        This is no more of a contradiction than if I (Justin) told you I went to church yesterday. And then someone else tells you that my wife, Jackie, and our two sons, went with me too. The first statement may have left the impression that I went to church alone, while the other statement explains my family came with me. 
        Let me put this another way. Say you and your friend are sitting at a table eating lunch. Both of you have placed your phones on the table while enjoying the meal. If the server comes by and says, “There is a phone on the table,” is the server wrong? Of course not. There is a phone on the table. The same thing applies if the server says, “There are two phones on the table.” Both statements are true, it is just one statement has more detail then the other. Thus, there is no contradiction. 
        Fourth, when it comes to alleged contradictions, we must also remember how people tell stories by using certain phrases. The Bible was written by 40 different people, each of whom used their own personalities and writing styles to explain biblical truth. For instance, let us use a modern-day example. 
        When a bad storm comes, people may say, “It’s raining cats and dogs outside!” We know that it is not literally raining cats and dogs, for if it were, I would certainly want to see that (as long as no animal was harmed)! This is known as figurative language, and the biblical authors also used this technique.
        For example, Psalm 84:11 says, “The LORD is a sun and shield.” This does not mean God is a literal sun and shield, rather, that God is the source of life and protector to all of His creatures. Figurative language is not a contradiction when used to describe something truthful. Some other biblical examples include how Jesus is “the Lion of Judah” (Revelation 5:5), the “Lamb of God” (John 1:29, 36), “the door of the sheep” (John 10:7, 9), the “true vine” (John 15:1), and the “living bread from heaven” (John 6:51). Each of these examples are truthful, and the figurative language is used to teach us the deeper truth of each description. Once again, no contradiction. 
        Fifth, this last contradiction that we will explain is one that has taken many people for loop. For this example, we must remember that the Bible was originally written in Hebrew, Greek, and Aramaic. Those languages have been translated into English, but there are also word differences that we must become aware of. Thus, if you have ever wondered why there are different translations of the Bible, one reason is because a Greek word can be translated in in different ways while retaining the same meaning. To show this, let us turn to Paul’s Damascus Road conversion experience.
        Acts 9:7 says, “And the men who journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice but seeing no one.” However, Acts 22:9 says, “And those who were with me indeed saw the light and were afraid, but they did not hear the voice of Him who spoke to me.” In one verse, they heard a voice, but in the other verse, they heard no voice. So, is this a contradiction? If you guessed “No,” you would be right again. 
        To explain this alleged contradiction, we have to look at the original Greek word used for “voice,” because that word provides the answer. The Greek word used for “voice” in both verses is the word phone (yep, phone), which means, “a sound, a natural sound, a tone, a voice, and speech.” Usually, when the Greek word phone is used in Scripture, it is commonly applied to God, an angel, or a human speaking. 
        However, phone can also refer to general sounds. John 3:8 uses this word by saying, “The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound…(phone).” Paul also uses this word in 1 Corinthians 14:8 when referring to the “sound” of a trumpet. The flexibility of this word is seen in Revelation 1:15, which says, “His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and His voice (phone) was like the sound (phone) of rushing waters.” 
        Knowing these examples helps us solve the alleged contradiction when comparing Acts 9 with Acts 22. Saul (Paul) heard the voice of Jesus and talked directly with Christ. The men with Saul heard the voice speaking to Saul, but to them, it was just an unintelligible sound. Yes, they heard a voice in the sense that they heard something. However, since they could not understand what that voice said, it was nothing more than a sound. In other words, they did not really “hear” Jesus. 
        This example also provides us with a reason to use different Bible translations when studying Scripture. If you read the English Standard Version (ESV), this contradiction clears itself up. Acts 9:7 in the ESV says, “They heard the sound but did not see anyone,” and Acts 22:9 in the ESV says, “Those who were with me saw the light but did not understand the voice of the one who was speaking to me.” 
        Thus, this is not a contradiction, instead, it is the result of the translation process. Many Hebrew and Greek words can be translated differently while retaining the same meaning. While on the surface, this can cause alleged contradictions, a thorough study of biblical words provides logical answers to seemingly illogical contradictions. 






Bible Translations

“So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ” Romans 10:17

        It comes as no surprise to hear how there are many different translations of the Bible. Now, right away, it must be said that different translations do not mean different messages. Bible translations still teach the same biblical truths. However, as we noted above regarding the Acts 9 verses Acts 22 controversy, biblical words in their original language can be translated differently while retaining the same meaning. This is why we have at our disposal so many different Bible translations. 
        To better understand this is to know the three ways the Bible is translated. These three ways include: Word-for-Word, Thought-for-Thought, and Paraphrase. A word-for-word translation attempts to translate each word individually. Without getting into the grammar differences between Hebrew, Greek, and English (for there is a lot!), for now, it is sufficient to know how all Bible translations use the same words and passages to translate the Bible into English. 
        Like a word-for-word, a thought-for-thought translation takes an entire passage into account when being translated. Each word is looked at as well as the entire passage. Once the biblical translator has gained an understanding of how the words fit into the whole of the passage, a thought-for-thought translation is produced. 
        A paraphrase is completely different, but also very fun to read. For this translation, the biblical words and passages are still used, but are translated into modern English in the form of easy to understand language. For this, Google The Message Bible and compare a passage to the New International Version (NIV) and you will notice a remarkable difference. For a paraphrase, it is translated into the figurative language of our day, which makes it a pleasure to read, but it is also not as accurate as a word-for-word or as a thought-for-thought would be. The same point is taught, but in a much more relaxed style and manner. 
        When it comes to Bible translations, it is wise to buy three or four different translations to really open up God’s Word. I suggest buying at least one word-for-word, one thought-for-thought, and one paraphrase, all of which will really help with your personal Bible study and understanding of the Holy Scriptures. Which, by the way, will help answer most of those alleged contradictions. 
        Below is a chart which illustrates and categorizes each translation according to its method of translation.
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        Now that we have briefly examined the reasoning behind why there are different Bible translations, let us turn our attention to how the Bible was constructed, the reasoning behind the canonicity of holy Scripture, and why some “books” were left out. 

Biblical Construction

“And we also thank God constantly for this, that when you received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but as what it really is, the word of God, which is at work in you believers” 1 Thessalonians 2:13

        We have already briefly explained the Old Testament in this section (Wk. 7), so now our focus will be on the New Testament and how it was constructed, followed by the canonization process. By doing so, this understanding will help put to bed some of the reasoning behind the alleged Bible errors. 
        As stated earlier, the Old Testament was complete and universally accepted more than one hundred years before the birth of Christ. For the New Testament, the process of recognizing and collecting the 27 books began within the first centuries of the Christian church.
        Biblical construction began as the apostles wrote Scripture. For example, Paul taught how Luke’s writings were authoritative (1 Timothy 5:18). Likewise, Peter taught how Paul’s writings were also Scripture (2 Peter 3:15-16). Thus, the books of the New Testament were being circulated among the churches during the same time as the apostles (Colossians 4:16; 1 Thessalonians 5:27). 
        During the end of the time of the apostles, in 95 A.D., Clement of Rome mentioned at least eight New Testament books. In 108 A.D., Polycarp, a disciple of the apostle John, acknowledged at least fifteen New Testament books. Soon after, in 115 A.D., Ignatius of Antioch mentioned seven New Testament books. Not long after, in 185 A.D., Irenaeus wrote about 21 New Testament books. From 170-235 A.D., Hippolytus recognized 22 New Testament books. Up until this point, the New Testament books were generally accepted, with only Hebrews, James, 2 Peter, 2 John, and 3 John receiving any controversy as to whether they were Scripture or not. 
        Soon, we will talk about what a “canon” is, but for now, let us recognize that the first “canon” was the Muratorian Canon, which was completed in 170 A.D. The Muratorian Canon is an ancient list of 22 of the 27 New Testament books included in our Bible. This canon was written in Greek and is dated to around 180 A.D. The Muratorian Canon includes all four Gospels as well as Acts, the Pauline Epistles, and most of John’s writings. What this means is that, within 150 years of Jesus’ death and resurrection, the core writings and teachings were already treated as authoritative by early Christians.
        Within this canon, Jesus is referred to as “Lord” (Romans 10:9; Acts 2:26; Jude 17) and equal with God (John 1:1-3; 20:28; Philippians 2:6-8). It states how Jesus took on flesh (John 1:14; 1 John 4:2), died in the place of sinners (1 Corinthians 15:3), and was bodily resurrected (Luke 24:36-40; Acts 1:3; 2:24-35; 1 Corinthians 15:4), and how forgiveness is only found in Christ (John 6:47; Acts 13:38-39; Galatians 2:15-16). What the Muratorian Canon teaches us is how long before the New Testament was officially constructed, it was already widely accepted as authoritative Scripture.  
Canonicity

“But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My Name, He will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you” John 14:26

        Throughout history, many people and cults have claimed to have a new revelation from God. Their supposed revelation comes in the form of different books, such as The Koran and The Book of Mormon, among other forms of literature. 
        Some Christians want to believe there may be a “lost” book of the Bible that could be added. They claim that maybe some of the women in the Bible or Philip the apostle wrote something which could be added. Thus, they mistakenly believe there may be more than 66 books which comprise our Bibles. However, the 66 books of the Bible contain everything that God has chosen to reveal about Himself, humanity, and salvation. 
        When we reference the completion of the Bible, the word “canon” is used. The word canon comes from a Greek word meaning “rod,” which was used as a measuring device. The rod, or canon, was used as the standard for measuring something, and thus, the “canon” is the standard for allowing which New Testament books are to be considered authoritative Scripture. 
        When talking about theology, the books of the New Testament are applied to God’s standard, resulting in the inclusion of Scripture. Our Christian Bible’s contain 39 Old Testament and 27 New Testament books, totaling 66 books. 
        Many people are quick to think how some ancient church council decided what books should be canonized. However, no church council made any book Scripture by their vote. Early Christians already recognized which books were Scripture, and thus, when the New Testament officially became canonized, those church councils were reaffirming what had already been deemed as Scripture. 
        In fact, the early church accepted what we consider the New Testament by the year 100 A.D. Those early Christians understood how Scripture edified the church and were authoritative for preaching and teaching. They knew that God was speaking to them through those books because each book contained spiritual power because the Scriptures were inspired and God-breathed. Plus, those early Christians knew the human authors and trusted their eyewitness reports, their testimony, and their spiritual counsel. When those authors wrote how their books were the actual Words of God, the church accepted their testimony and recognized them as Scripture. 
        With that being said, the earliest complete list of the 27 New Testament books was found written in a letter by Athanasius, a 4th-century bishop of Alexandrea in 367 A.D. Later, the official church canonization occurred at the church councils of Hippo (393 A.D.) and Carthage (397 A.D.). 
        Now, let us examine the basis for including a Book as Scripture in the canon, and how each book must meet 6 standards:

1. It must be prophetic, written by a prophet
2. It must be authoritative, claiming to be God’s message
3. It must be authentic, written by the person who claimed to be the author
4. It had life-transforming power
5. It must be widely recognized as the Word of God
6. It must be reliable and consistent with the rest of Scripture, thus no inconsistency

        First, the books must be prophetic in nature. This does not just mean that these books can foretell the future, rather, it means that any book to be called Scripture must come from God. Remember, the 27 New Testament books were widely circulated throughout the early church, and thus, any falsehood would have been easily spotted. The public church must recognize the books as God-breathed Scripture to be included in the canon. Thus, they must have the divine character of God’s inspired message, making them distinct from every other book. 
        Second, the books must be authoritative, meaning they claim to be God’s message. In every book that was canonized, it must be divinely authored. This is seen in the phrases such as, “Thus saith the LORD.” 
        Third, each book must be authentic. This means that each New Testament book must be written by the person who claimed to be the author. Additionally, this also means that, to be authentic, is to be written by an eyewitness or by someone who wrote down what the eyewitness said. Thus, Luke, who wrote the Gospel of Luke and Acts, was a companion of Paul and James was the brother of Jesus. 
        Fourth, each book had to contain life-transforming power. This is taken as proof of divine inspiration, for Scripture is God’s breathed-out Word. As God’s breathed-out Word, remember that the Greek word for breath is used for the Holy Spirit. Thus, the Holy Spirit, the third member of the Trinity, is able to convict, and thereby provide a new birth for every repentant sinner. Thus, if a book did not transform lives, it was not deemed as God’s authoritative Scripture. 
        Fifth, each book must be recognized as God’s Word. This can be though of as a summary of the first four requirements. Plus, each book must have universal recognition. For instance, as Paul’s letters were passed along from church to church, each church must affirm that the letter is God’s inspired Word. 
        Sixth, each book must be consistently reliable with the rest of Scripture. No contradictions could be found, and every written must be accurate, while also upholding the authority of the Old Testament without any inconsistencies.  
        With that brief explanation, the church can say that for a New Testament book to be the authoritative Word of God, Scripture must be inspired by the Holy Spirit, the author must be an apostle or have a close connection with an apostle, each book must be universally accepted, it must maintain a consistent and orthodox teaching, and bear the evidence of spiritual values. 
        Remember, it is vital to remember that the church, along with no church council, decided what books were considered Scripture, and  thus, what books were to be canonized as Scripture. It was God who determined what books belong in the Bible. And as such, we turn our attention to what is known as the a priori argument for canonization.
        The a priori argument details how God would divinely guard the gathering of the books into the canon because of His authorship. The argument goes as follows:
(1) God’s message was revealed to people. (2) God chose a number of human authors who
would write the message for people to understand. (3) God already knew that His message would come under attack. (4) God knew those who read His message were not trained, academic scholars, but average people living with a number of difference circumstances. (5) Therefore, God would be personally responsible for guaranteeing the contents (revelation), the accuracy (inspiration), the compilation of the different teachings from every messenger into one unit (canon), and that the teachings must have the ability to be transmitted to future generations (inerrancy), so that God’s Word would not be corrupted, altered, added to or deleted from. 
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        Above, we see the layout of the Bible’s canonization. To further break down the layout, the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke are referred to as the Synoptic Gospels, meaning “Seen Together.” These three Gospels closely resemble each other, thus, they are “seen together.” It is important to know this because Bible critics attack these three books by calling it a “Synoptic Problem.”
        The synoptic problem is argued that because Matthew, Mark, and Luke have so much in common that they must have used the same common source to write their Gospels. This supposed “source” has been named “Q” from the German word quelle, meaning “source.” So, is there any evidence for a “Q” source? Absolutely not. Not one single document, or even a fragment of a document has been discovered. None of the early church fathers ever mentioned a Gospel “source” in their writings. In reality, “Q” is the invention of liberal “scholars” who deny the inspiration of the God-breathed Bible. 
        Going against plain and obvious church history, these critics claim the synoptic Gospels are nothing more than human books. Many critics deny that Matthew, Mark, and Luke actually wrote these Gospels. Instead, they claim a much later date in the writings of these Gospels, and thus, say there must have been a “source,” a “Q” for their authorship. However, there is absolutely no historic or theological evidence for this whatsoever. 
        The synoptic problem is not a problem, for it is just a made-up belief by those who deny biblical inspiration. There is a perfectly good explanation as to why these three Gospels are so closely related, and that is they were written by three people who either witnessed or were told by witnesses about the same events. The Gospel of Matthew was written by Matthew, one of the twelve apostles. The Gospel of Mark was written by Mark, who was a close companion of the apostle Peter. The Gospel of Luke was written by Luke, who was a physician and historian and a close companion of the apostle Paul. 
        Remember, the entire Bible is a coherent unity, inspired by the Holy Spirit, and as such, we should and do see similarities among the Scriptures. Additionally, Luke 1:1-4 provides a good insight into solving this alleged problem by saying, “Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among us, just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word. Therefore, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, it seemed good also to me to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught.” 
        Lastly, there are two more breakdowns in the New Testament that are important to know. First, the apostle Paul wrote four letters (epistles) from prison. These four letters, known as prison epistles, include Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon. Knowing that is historically important because by understanding the context of Paul’s writings, we can better appreciate his teachings by applying those truths to our lives when life becomes hard. 
        Second, Paul also authored three letters known as pastoral epistles. These pastoral epistles include 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, and Titus. The three pastoral epistles contain crucial truths for anyone desiring to enter into the ministry. They are also used to help churches understand how to be organized, disciplined, and how to maintain the purity of sound doctrine. 


Why Were Some Books Left Out Of The Bible?

“But Jesus answered them, ‘You are wrong, because you know neither the Scriptures nor the power of God’” Matthew 22:29

        In this section, we will briefly examine the Apocrypha /Deuterocanonical books, and the Gnostic Gospels. It is good to have even a basic understanding of why these books are not regarded as Scripture, even though some Bibles contain these extra books. With that being said, one can read these books from a historical perspective, but they are not to be taken as God’s Word, and for many reasons. 
        The word apocrypha means “hidden,” and the word deuterocanonical means "second canon.” These books are in some Bibles, but they are only found in Catholic Bibles. Our Protestant Bibles have 39 Old Testament books and 27 New Testament books, totaling 66 books in all. A Catholica Bible contains 73 books, 46 in the Old Testament and the same 27 in the New Testament. These extra books in the Catholic Bible are known as the deuterocanonical and Apocrypha. 
        There are more extra-biblical books then even listed in the Catholic Bible. Old Testament Apocrypha books include:
1 Esdras
2 Esdras
Holy Children
Tobit
Judith
The Rest of Esther
The Wisdom of Solomon
Ecclesiasticus
Baruch
The Song of the Three
The History of Susanna
Bel and the Dragon
The Prayer of Manasses
1 Maccabees
2 Maccabees

        Protestant Bibles reject these books as inspired Scripture. Remember, that the Old Testament was complete and officially recognized over 100 years before the birth of Christ. If you will remember from earlier, Jesus quoted from the Old Testament, summed up the entire Old Testament, and never once quoted anything from a deuterocanonical/apocrypha book. 
        These books are in the Catholic Bible because Jerome, who translated the Bible, which is known as the Latin Vulgate, was under intense pressure from Rome to include these books. Jerome fought hard for excluding these books, but in the end, succumb to the pressure and added these books to the Latin Vulgate. Thus, these books became part of the Catholic Bible. Jerome completed this translation in 400 A.D., and thus, these books were added over 500 years after the Old Testament was officially completed and recognized as God-breathed Scripture. 
        Later, the Council of Trent, which responded to the Protestant Reformation, made these books an official part of the Catholic Bible. The Council of Trent was held in three parts from 1545 – 1563 A.D., and is important to understand because of how and why the Catholic Bible is different from the Protestant Bible. 
        In 1054 A.D., the Eastern and Western churches split, and this council was held by the pope who wanted to provide guidance to the church. The Council of Trent was held to combat the Protestant Reformation and to uphold the Catholic way of the church. During this council, the Roman Catholic Church held Scripture and Tradition as equal and authoritative. The Reformation rally cry was that salvation is by grace through faith alone, but the Roman Catholic Church disagreed, and taught that salvation was a combination of grace and works. 
        The Council of Trent stressed several more key differences between the Catholic and Protestant churches, but for our discussion, those will not be listed (although I hope you will research for yourself more regarding this topic). For now, know that the Council of Trent was used to promote the Catholic Church while they opposed the Protestant Reformation, and thus, they officially added these extra books into their Bibles to promote their different beliefs. 
        These Old Testament Apocrypha books are not considered to be Scripture for various reasons. For example, none of the 14 Old Testament Apocrypha books claimed divine inspiration, and in fact, many of those books disclaimed it. Also, various church historians and translators such as Jerome, Philo, and Josephus rejected these books. These 14 extra books are never once quoted in Scripture, and the early church rejected them entirely. 
        Remember, the Old Testament was completed when the Septuagint, which is a Greek translation of the Hebrew Old Testament, was formally written, more than 100 years before Christ. There are also many other reasons why the apocrypha is rejected. One example is how the apocrypha teaches how we should pray to the dead. This is seen in 2 Maccabees 12:45-46, and is a direct contradiction to Luke 16:25-26 and Hebrews 9:27. Judith 9:10, 13 also lists how God helped Judith tell a lie, something we know God is incapable of. 
        There are also historical contradictions as well. Tobit was supposed to be alive when Jeroboam staged his revolt in 931 B.C., he was still alive during the time of Assyrian captivity in 722 B.C., yet the book of Tobit said he only lived for 158 years (Tobit 1:3-5, 14:11). Lastly, as I have repeatedly said, there is no claim that any of the Apocryphal books were divinely inspired. Even a quick comparison of these books to the Bible will bring about immediate vast differences between the two. 
        Besides the Old Testament, there is also New Testament Apocrypha, which includes:
Epistle of Pseudo-Barnabas (70-79 A.D.)
Epistle to the Corinthians (96 A.D.)
Ancient Homily (Second Epistle of Clement) (120-140 A.D.)
Shepherd of Hermans (115-140 A.D.)
Didache (Teaching of the Twelve) (100-120 A.D.)
Apocalypse of Peter (150 A.D.)
Epistle of Polycarp to the Philippians (108 A.D.)
Epistle to the Laodiceans (4th-Century A.D.)
        (*This is not an exhaustive list)

        Going back to our discussion about New Testament Canonicity, remember that the New Testament books that were considered Scripture was completed during the time of the apostles. After the apostles, other books began to be written, and although much truth can be found in them, they are not considered Scripture because they are not written by the apostles, were wrote God-breathed Scripture. 
        One of the earliest examples of this is the Didache, which means doctrine. Although the Didache was written during the end of the time of the apostles, it is a non-canonical book because its author is not an apostle. The Didache was written to be a church guidebook, a manual for how the early church was to function. Within it are many truths that are taught from Scripture, and while it provides an interesting window into how the early church operated, it is not to be regarded with the same authority as Scripture.  
        Another example is the Epistle of Polycarp to the Philippians. Polycarp was an early church leader, the bishop of Smyrna, and also a disciple of the apostle John. He is considered to be an apostolic father since he was trained by an actual disciple. His letter to the Philippians was actually a cover letter that grouped together many of Ignatius’ writings, which the Philippian church had requested. 
        Within this letter, many biblical teachings are found from Paul, Matthew, Peter, and John. Even though this letter contains biblical truth, it is not considered to be Scripture because Polycarp did not speak on his own authority as the apostles did, rather, he applies the apostles authority to his letter. Once again, biblical truth is found, but since it was written after the New Testament was recognized as Scripture, and since it was not written by an actual apostle, it is not to be considered Scripture. 
        The last part to be discussed is the Gnostic Gospels. Gnostic means “mystical knowledge,” and were written by “Christians” who called themselves Gnostics. After the first century A.D., Christianity split into two divisions, the orthodox (right practice) and the Gnostics (mystical). The orthodox Christians, and thus the early church, already held to the 27 New Testament books as Scripture. However, Gnostics held a very different view of the Bible, Salvation, and Jesus Christ. 
        In reality, there is no such thing as Christian Gnosticism, because Christianity and Gnosticism are two, separate, and mutually exclusive belief systems. Gnosticism was the most dangerous heresy threatening the early church for the first three centuries. They taught a dualism regarding spirit and matter by asserting how matter is evil and spirit is good. This resulted in the false belief that anything done in the body, even the worst of sins, had no meaning because only real life existed in the spirit realm. 
        Gnostics claimed to possess a “higher truth” that could only be known by a certain few. Thus, Gnosticism comes from the Greek word gnosis, meaning “to know.” They claimed to have a higher knowledge that did not come from Scripture or Jesus, and as such, saw themselves as a privileged class of people elevated above everyone else because of their higher knowledge of God.  
        They claim that salvation is earned by gaining divine knowledge, thereby freeing oneself from the darkness. Although they claim to follow Jesus, they continually discredit Christ. Examples can be seen such as salvation does not come through knowledge, but rather through the word of Christ by faith (Ephesians 2:8-9). Also, salvation in Christ is free for anyone (John 3:16; Romans 10:13), but Gnostics teach it is only for a select few who have acquired a higher revelation. 
        Also, Gnostic believe that Jesus’ physical body was not actually real. Instead, it only seemed to be real and physical. Thus, they believe that Jesus did not die on the cross, which completely destroys the Christian view of atonement and how Jesus is truly God and also truly man. 
        Knowing this, some of the Gnostic Gospels, written up to 300 years after Christ, include: The Gospel of Thomas 
The Infancy Gospel of Thomas 
The Gospel of Judas 
The Gospel of Peter 
        (*Again, not an exhaustive list)
        
        Even a quick reading of these “Gospels” reveals a complete difference from the four Gospels in our Bibles. The Gnostic Gospels teach things such as there were multiple creators, that ignorance, and not sin, is the real problem, and that salvation is not through Christ but through knowledge. Once Gnostic writer even portrays Christ as a sinful child who used His power unjustly (Gospel of Thomas).
        All of the above listed books are rejected as Scripture for many reasons (some I have already mentioned). They violate the biblical canon, not written by the apostles, and written after the time of the apostles. However, more arguments need to be stated as to why these books are not included as authoritative Scripture in our Protestant Bibles. Eight arguments will be briefly listed. 
        First, these books are weak in style and poor in organization. Not to say that poor organization provides substantial reasoning, but when compared to the Bible, there are tons of obvious human errors and falsehoods that contradict Scripture. 
        Second, these books contain historical and geographical errors, which are mistakes that God simply cannot do. These books contradict each other, history, and sound biblical doctrine, and as such, we must remember that God does not error, lie, or lead anyone into falsehood. 
        Third, they are not quoted by Christ or any New Testament writers. Even though some New Testament writings quote outside sources, they are not doing so by saying what they are quoting is God-breathed, truthful Scripture. One example comes from Jude 9, 14-15. Here, Jude is not quoting Scripture but an outside source. However, Jude never says what is being quoted is Scripture, instead, it is used to further make the point. 
        Fourth, the plan of salvation is not evident in these writings. The word “salvation” is used in these books, but it is defined in a completely different manner. The central theme that runs throughout Scripture is contradicted with the apocryphal books, and thus, are to be rejected. 
        Fifth, there are no messianic prophecies in these books. Christ is found throughout ever book of the Bible, yet Jesus is missing from these apocryphal books. 
        Sixth, these books never make any claim about being divinely inspired. This is a very strong case against their validity. To be considered Scripture, a biblical book must show evidence of being God-breathed, something these books do not have. 
        Seventh, these books were not accepted as part of the Hebrew canon. Remember, the Old Testament was completed well before the time of Jesus, and these books were never accepted to be included as Scripture. 
        Eighth, these books teach a doctrine that is contrary to holy Scripture. As already noted, these books contradict biblical Scripture in many different ways. Thus, they are not considered to be Scripture. 
        Now that we have a basic understanding as to why these books are not considered to be Scripture, let us be reminded of what qualifies a book to be known as Scripture in our Bibles. 
        First, the book must be authored by an apostle or someone who had a relationship with an apostle. Mark had fellowship with Peter and Paul, Luke had fellowship with Paul, and James was the brother of Jesus. 
        Second, the book must has spiritual content that is able to transform people. The revelation must come from God, and since believers are born again by the Holy Spirit, it is the Holy Spirit who transforms people. Thus, if no transformation is evident, the book is rejected. 
        Third, each book that is to considered as Scripture is to be universally accepted by the church. As each New Testament book was distributed and passed around to various churches, each book must have the same universal acceptance as being God’s truthful Word. 
        Fourth, there must be divine inspiration for a book to be known as Scripture. The book must be God-breathed and provide proof of being inspired by the Holy Spirit. 
        Fifth, each book must be reliable and consistent with the rest of Scripture. All the data must be accurate and no inconsistencies found. Each book must teach the consistent truth and never contradict any other part of the entire Bible, both Old and New Testaments. 

The Dead Sea Scrolls

“But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us” 2 Corinthians 4:7

        Knowing about the Dead Sea Scrolls is important because it helps provide answers to alleged errors in our Bible. The Dead Sea Scrolls were first discovered in 1947 in Qumran, a village about twenty miles east of Jerusalem. In 1947, a young Bedouin shepherd who was following a goat that had ran away, tossed a rock into one of the many caves located by the sea cliffs. When he threw the rock, the shepherd heard a cracking sound because the rock had actually hit a ceramic pot containing leather and papyrus scrolls. 
        These scrolls were dated to be almost twenty centuries old. As the excavation began, over the next ten years, tens of thousands of complete or fragments of scrolls were found, all dating to the third century B.C., up to 68 A.D. Prior to this discovery, the oldest complete copy of the Hebrew Old Testament was the Codex Babylonicus Petropalitanus, dating to 1008 A.D. Thus, the Dead Sea Scrolls are over 1000 years older. 
        The Dead Sea Scrolls are a vast collection of Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek documents. They include manuscripts of every Old Testament book except the Book of Esther. What is amazing is how all of these manuscripts are almost 1000 years earlier than any previously known Bible manuscript. 
        What makes this important to know is how these extremely early copies defend the accuracy of our Old Testament. Many critics have claimed throughout the years that our Old Testament is not historically accurate. Prior to the discovery of these scrolls, many critics thought that our Old Testament must have changed over the centuries. But what the Dead Sea Scrolls revealed is the amazing accuracy, preservation, and transcription of the entire Old Testament texts. 
        In fact, the Dead Sea Scrolls prove that the Old Testament we have is 95% accurate. The 5% of difference is only related to spelling errors and never took away from the biblical message. This discovery helps shed a whole new light on how God has persevered for us His inspired Word. The Old Testament we read today is the same as the earliest biblical manuscripts, showing the amazing unity of Scripture while silencing the critics who claimed the Bible was full of errors. 

Alleged Errors Summary

        As we have seen, an error is not a contradiction. An error can be a misspelling or a forgotten comma or period, but there are no contradictions within Scripture. The unity of Scripture is seen throughout, and while some passages are hard to explain or two or more passages seem to contradict each other, the Bible maintains no contradictions, and thus, no falsehood. Instead, the Bible tells the truth, even the hard, embarrassing truth that most people would rather leave unmentioned. Scripture speaks the truth of sin, not by making sin permissible, but by pointing out the errors of our ways in relation to God’s truth. Both the Old and New Testaments are completely reliable, and what God has ordained as Scripture has been the standard of authority throughout the generations. Scripture has not changed, no books are to be added or subtracted, and even archaeological discoveries prove, not contradict, Scripture. 




Intro Into Apologetics Summary

        The Bible has always been under attack. In fact, the Word of God has been attacked ever since the Garden of Eden, when the serpent questioned Eve about God’s Word. Apologetics helps Christians learn more about our faith and as it relates to our short time on this earth. To be a disciple for Christ, we are to grow in our faith by prayerfully studying Scripture. Growing in our faith is learning theology, and by learning theology, we are better able to defend the reasoning behind our faith. 
        Apologetics also helps us to better understand the various beliefs of other people. To be a Christian witness to the world, we must find some common ground. Once that common ground is established, through the Holy Spirit, we can begin to till up that ground, plant seeds of the Gospel, and work towards a heavenly harvest. If we do not understand were people are coming from, then we do ourselves a disfavor by not being able to appropriately respond when questions about our faith arise. 
        Thus, studying Christian apologetics helps us become better grounded on the foundation of Christ. By learning to defend our beliefs, we are better learning our faith, becoming more mature disciples, and thus, a stronger church. Christians are called to stand for God by being a light in the world, and until the light of apologetics illuminates our faith, too many believers hid in the shadows, not wanting to raise their voice in fear of any oppression. 
        With that being said, please remember, it is ok to say, “I don’t know how to answer that. But let me try to find out.” We are finite humans, unable to fully mine out all of God’s valuable truth. But what needs to be said will come to us through the Holy Spirit, and apologetics helps build us up into willing witnesses of the Gospel. 
        I am convinced that a strong church is built with strong Christians who take their faith seriously, not only in knowledge, but also in wisdom that is applied to life. The church is in the world but not of the world. While we are in the world, our Great Commission is to evangelize, to promote the life-saving power of the Gospel, and to bring sinners to repentance. To do so requires us to be faithful to Christ, willing to be led by the Holy Spirit, and to study apologetics so we can provide answers when people question, criticize, or make fun of our faith. 
        Every generation watches as people walk away from the Christian faith. Many people leave Christianity because they never repented with a contrite heart. For them, they thought faith would provide answers to every question, but finding no answers, they walk away with hardened hearts. Statistics reveal how two out of every three young people leave the church. Folks, we have a job to do, and it is serious! To take our faith seriously is to study to show ourselves approved (2 Timothy 2:15), and if we are not taking our faith seriously by becoming mature Christians, why do we hope that tomorrows generation will take the church seriously? 
        A quiet faith is a weak faith that silences the need for salvation. Our Christian light is not meant to be hidden, meaning our lives and actions are to be evident to all. The church is always being attacked, and it is time to return fire. We do not have a blind faith, but a faith that moves mountains. Of course, this should be done with meekness and respect, but it should be done, nevertheless. 
        When our faith becomes under attack, believers have two options. We can either defend (answer) or disarm (go on the offense). Not if, but when, your faith is attacked, you can defend your faith by providing logical answers. But you can also disarm their arguments by attacking the basis of their faulty premise. Both of which is apologetics. 
        With all of that being said, apologetics can be summed up with five reasons to study apologetics. First, apologetics helps to provide answers to our own questions. Second, it helps us to recognize poor arguments against our faith. Third, apologetics forces us to scrutinize our own worldviews. Fourth, studying apologetics helps reveal the differences between Christianity and the prevailing worldviews of our day. And fifth, apologetics encourages humility. We are not know-it-alls, rather, a Christian apologist is a willing servant of the Savior. 
        Sharing our faith is not an option, but commanded by Christ. Apologetics will help you to articulate your faith in such a way that others can better understand. It strengthens us and provides the boldness to step out from the shifting shadows and into the light of evangelism. “Now to the King eternal, immortal, and invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen” (1 Timothy 1:17). Be built up as a Kingdom citizen, strengthen yourself and the church. Go, and share your faith! 


“What comes into our minds when we think about God, is the most important thing about us” 
– A.W. Tozer
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Writers

Moses

Joshua
Samuel

Gad
Nathan
David
Sons of Korah
Asaph
Heman
Ethan
Solomon
Agur
Lemuel
Jonah
Joel
Amos
Hosea
Isaiah
Micah
Zephaniah
Nahum
Habakkuk
Obadiah
Ezekiel
Jeremiah
Daniel
Haggal
Zechariah
Mordecai
Ezra

Nehemiah
Malachi
Matthew
Luke
James

Mark
Peter
Paul

Jude
John

THE BIBLE'S INSPIRED PENMEN AND THEIR WRITINGS
(In Date Order)

Occupations Writings Completed
Scholar, shepherd, 1473 BCE.
prophet, leador

Loader ¢ 1450 BCE
Levite, prophet before.

c. 1080 BCE,
Prophet ©.1040 BCE.
Prophet ¢. 1040 BCE.
King, shepherd, musician 1037 BC.E.
Singer
Wise man
Wise man

King, builder, wise man  ¢. 1000 B.CE.

King
Prophet c. 844 B
Prophet c.820 BCE(?)
Herdsman, prophet c. 804 BCE.
Prophet after 745 B.CE.
Prophet after 732 BCE.
Prophet before 717 BC.E
Prince, prophet before 648 B.C.E.
Prophet before 632 B.C.E.
Prophet

Prophet

Priest, prophet
Priest, prophet
Prince, ruler, prophet

Prophet
Prophet
Prime minister
Priest, copyist,
administrator
Court official, governor  after 443 BCE.
Prophet sfter 443 BCE
Tax collector, apostle ¢ 41 CE.
Physician, missionary ¢ 61 GE
Overseer before 62 C.E
(brother of Jesus}
Missionary €. 60-65 C.E.
Fisherman, apostle .64 CE.
Missionary, apostle, .65 CE.
tentmaker

Disciple (brother of Jesus) c. 65 CLE.
Fisherman, apostle c.98CE

Writings

Genesis, Exodus; Leviticus; Job; Numbers;
Deureronomy; Psalm 90 (possibly also 91)

Joshua

Judges; Ruth; part of First Samuel

Part of First Samuel; Second Samuel (both with Nathan)

See above (with Gad)

Many of the Psalms

Some of the Psalms

Some of the Psalms

Psalm 88

Psalm 89

Most of Proverbs; The Song of Solomon; Ecclesiastes; Psalm 127
Proverbs chapter 30

Proverbs chapter 31

Jonah

Joel

Amos

Hosea

Isaiah

Micah

Zephaniah

Nahum

Habakiuk

Obadiah

Ezekiel

First and Second Kings; Jeremia
Danjel

Haggai

Zechariah

Esther

First and Second Chronicles; Ezra

: Lamentations

Nehemiah
Malachi
Matthew
Luke; Acts
James

Mark

First and Second Peter

First and Second Thessalonians; Galatians; First and Second
Corinthians; Romans: Ephesians: Philippians; Colossians;
Philemon; Hebrews; First and Second Timothy; Titus

Jude

Revelation; John; First, Second, and Third John





image4.jpeg
Types of Bible Translations

NASB - New American Standard Bible
AMP - Amplified Bible

ESV - English Standard Version

RSV - Revised Standard Version

KIV - King James Version

NKIV - New King James Version

HCSB - Holman Christian Standard Bible
NRSV - New Revised Standard Version
NAB - New American Bible.

NIB - New Jerusalem Bible

NIV - New International Version

TNIV - Today's New International Version
NCV - New Century Version

NLT - New Living Translation

NIFV - New International Reader's Version
GNT - Good News Translation
(also Good News Bible)
CEV - Contemporary English Version
LB - The Living Bible.
MSG - The Message
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