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Covered Bridge Festival comes to
downtown Jefferson on Oct. 8-9

BY STEFANIE WESSELL bridge throw has been newly

Gazette Newspapers designed and now features all

19 bridges, including Liberty

JEFFERSON - The Ashtabula County Covered Bridge Covered Bridge and Riverview

Festival will return to downtown Jefferson and throughout Bridge.

Ashtabula County on Oct. 8-9. Both days are packed with

Activities will be held on East Jefferson Street for the musical entertainment, includ-

two-day, free-admission festival on Oct. 8-9. Hours are 9 ing Saturday’s headliner, Jess
a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. The festival includes Kellie Adams.

official souvenirs, crafts, entertainment, demonstrations, “She brings her band from

contests, a parade and great food. Nashville, where she has been

New activities this year include a Lego covered bridge recording for years,” Victor said.

contest, troll costume contest, baked goods contest and At Giddings Park will be

chili tasting contest. the food vendors, Ashtabula

“Our traditional Miniature Cov- County Bi-Centennial Bell,

ered Bridge Building contest has a the Mini Bridge, antique cars,

new twist - all entries must be made antique engines, apple-butter ¢ ¢ ot her butterfly face

of Legos,” said Covered Bridge Fes- making demonstrations, sou- pgint gtthe 2021 Ashtabula

tival Committee President Michele venirs and the Entertainment county Covered Bridge
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Victor. Stage. Inside Giddings Hall will Festival at Giddings Park in
Part of the festival will be held be crafters. Jefferson.
in Giddings Park. Across the street, the Jeffer-

The festival’s first Chili Cook- son United Methodist Church will be the location for the
off will be held the Saturday of pancake breakfast from 9 a.m. to noon both days.
festival. Additionally, bakers are People craving their annual bean soup by the Jefferson
asked to bring their best baked Rotary Club may find it at the Jefferson Fire Department.
goods to the festival on Saturday The Henderson Memorial Public Library plans to have

sara WoijtoweCZ yorning for the Baked Goods kids’ activities.
worksond carving as Competition. The Jefferson Depot will be open for people to tour the

part of her Ch(:li\'\sc‘:;vt New merchandise will be for 1890 village from 1-4 p.m. both days.
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idge Festival at featuring Creek Road Covered between touring the bridges in the county.
BGri|dging,e, park in Bridge in Conneaut. Learn more about the festival at http://www.covered-
Jefferson. Additionally, the covered bridgefestival.org/index.html.
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Welcome to the 38th Annual Ashtabula
County Covered Bridge Festival

As fall approaches, the festival committee and I are excited
to welcome you to the Ashtabula County Covered Bridge Fes-
tival, which ALWAYS takes place the second full weekend
in October! Last year’s festival was AMAZING - with great
weather and huge crowds, and we anticipate this year will be
even more spectacular.

Our Festival is TRULY unique because we are really 20
Festivals! Each of our covered bridges has a mini festival
with non-profit groups set up to promote their causes and sell
some items to raise money for their organizations. As well, we
have a large Central Festival in Giddings Park in Downtown
Jefferson full of food vendors, crafters, entertainers, car and
steam engine shows, bands, contests, children activities and
so much more.

On Saturday our Parade starts at 10 a.m. with a theme of
“Ashtabeautiful.” Our Grand Marshals this year are Shelby
and Ed Jewett, who have been Ashtabula County Covered
Bridge Festival board members since its beginning almost 40
years ago! Watch for them throughout the festival!

This year our headline musical act is Jess Kellie Adams, a
Nashville recording artist with a fantastic band! And we are also
bringing back The Chainsaw Chix! These two ladies will perform
several times, so make sure you don’t miss their performances!

Another new event this year will be the addition of the
Ashtabula County Jr. Bridgers, This group is comprised of
children from around our county and they will be providing
children’s games and activities! These kids are learning about
our bridges and would love to meet you at Central Festival!

We hope you have an amazing weekend and enjoy yourself
and the beauty that will surround you. Please pack for the
elements-don’t forget your sunglasses, a jacket, and an um-
brella! Come celebrate with us and find out why Ashtabula
County has the title of the “Covered Bridge Capital of Ohio!”

Michele Victor
President
Ashtabula County Covered Bridge Festival Committee
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Covered Bridge Festival Parade
to kick off the event Oct. 8

BY GABRIEL MCVEY
Gazette Newspapers

JEFFERSON - The Covered Bridge Festival will kick off
with a parade on Saturday, Oct. 8, giving the community a
fun and family-friendly event to mark the occasion.

Ginger Whitehead, executive director of the Ashtabula
County Covered Bridge Festival, said the lineup of this year’s
parade is still in the works, but in years past the parade has
typically drawn a number of 4-H clubs, Scout troops, local
businesses, baton-twirling groups, veterans’ organizations
and more.

Last year saw the return of the festival parade after a
COVID-19 hiatus in 2020 and was fairly brief — and this
year is looking about the same as far as participation goes,
according to Whitehead.

The parade usually draws quite a crowd of onlookers
along the route, though Whitehead joked she’s never seen it.

“I'm down at the park, so I don’t get to see the route, but

they line up to see it,” she said.

The parade will run a bit earlier this year than last, ac-
cording to Whitehead, with the parade lineup meeting at
Jefferson High School at 9:30 a.m., kicking off at 10:30 a.m.
and ending at Giddings Park at 10:45 a.m.

The parade route will run from the high school down Mul-
berry Street, turn east onto West Jefferson Street and then
ending at Giddings Park, where the Troll Contest judging
will take place at the Covered Bridge Pavilion.

Erie Heights Brass Ensemble will be kicking off the musi-
cal entertainment at the parade’s end and the Chainsaw Chix
will also be putting on a demonstration as well.

Anyone with small children who enjoys supporting your
community, won’t want to miss this year’s Ashtabula County
Covered Bridge Festival parade.

For more information on this year’s Covered Bridge Fes-
tival parade, or to sign up a club, business or organization
to participate, please contact the festival office by calling
440-576-3769.

(440)1624:41'50% ZgamEI9pm
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38th Annual Covered Bridge Festival

Friday, Oct. 7

3-6:30 p.m. - Drop off Lego bridges for judging at the tent marked
“Mini Bridge Contest” in Giddings Park, by the back wall of
the school building.

6:46 p.m. - Judging of mini-bridge contest
Saturday, Oct. 8

9 a.m. - Noon — Pancake Breakfast at Jefferson United Methodist
Church, 125 E. Jefferson St. - Wesley Hall entrance.

9-10:45 a.m. - Drop off entries for baked goods contest at the tent
marked “Contests”by the back wall of the school building in
Giddings Park.

9:30-10:30 a.m. - Parade lineup at Jefferson Area High School.
10 a.m. — Festival/Craft Building open.

10 a.m. - Kids’ activities begin.

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.— Car Show/Antique Engine Show at Giddings Park.
10-11 a.m. — Chainsaw Chix performance by antique engines area
10-11 a.m. - Erie Heights Brass Ensemble.

10 a.m. to noon - Scribbles and Giggles

10-11:45 a.m. - Drop off entries for chili contest at the tent
marked “Contests” by the back wall of the school building in
Giddings Park.

10:30 a.m. — Parade leaves Jefferson Area High School.
10:45-11 a.m. - Parade arrives at Giddings Park.

10:45-11 a.m. - Troll contest judging at the Covered Bridge Pavilion.
11 a.m. - Baked goods contest judging.

11 a.m. to 4 p.m. - John King as Abraham Lincoln strolling the
grounds.

12 p.m. - Chili contest judging.

12-1:30 p.m. - Jess Kellie Adams.

1-2 p.m. - Chainsaw Chix performance by antique engines area.
1-4 p.m. — 1890 tours at Jefferson Depot.

1 p.m. - Cornhole tournament between the Giddings Law Office
and the school building.

3-4 p.m. - Chainsaw Chix performance by antique engines area.
3:30-5 p.m. - Jess Kellie Adams
5 p.m. — Festival closes

Sunday, Oct. 9

9 a.m. to noon — Pancake Breakfast at Jefferson United Methodist
Church, 125 E. Jefferson St., Wesley Hall Entrance

10 a.m. — Festival opens/Craft Building opens

10 a.m. - Kids’ activities begin.

10 a.m. to 5 p.m. - Antique Engine Show.

10-11 a.m. - Church service by Jefferson Nazarene Church.

11 a.m. to noon - Chainsaw Chix performance by the antique
engines area.

12-1:30 p.m. - The Two Kings
Noon to 4 p.m. —John King as Abe Lincoln strolling the grounds.
1-4 p.m. — 1890 tours at the Jefferson Depot.

1-2 p.m. - Chainsaw Chix performance by the antique engines
area.

2-5 p.m. - Thunder Creek Band
3-4 p.m. - Chainsaw Chix performance by the antique engines area.
5 p.m. — Festival closes

Daily Displays
On The Village Green - Giddings Park (GPS location 100 East
Jefferson Street): Official Covered Bridge Festival souvenirs,
food vendors, Ashtabula County Bi-Centennial Bell, The Mini

Bridge, antique cars / antique engines, apple-butter making
demonstrations

Giddings Hall (behind the police station): Inside crafters

Jefferson Fire Department: Bean soup by the Jefferson Rotary
Club

Henderson Memorial Public Library (54 East Jefferson Street):
Kids’ activities, sidewalk chalk painting

Jefferson Depot: 1890 tours from 1-4 p.m. both days

Feel
Valued.

At Hampton, it's the extra care we put into everything that's
going to make your stay extra awesome. You'll find it at
our free hot breakfast. And you'll see it in the personalities

of our team members who use their individual styles of

hospitality to make you feel extra special.

(Fampton

Hampton Inn by Hilton Ashtabula
2900 GH Drive, Austinburg, Ohio 44010
440.275.2000 | ashtabula.hamptoninn.com

haﬁpton.com | 1800 hampton |

by HILTON

HILTON

7< HHONORS




2022 Ashiabulo Cownty Covered Buidge Testival,

Ashtabula County Covered Bridge Committee organizes photo contest

BY STEFANIE WESSELL
Gazette Newspapers

JEFFERSON - There are 19 cov-
ered bridges throughout Ashtabula
County, with the 19th bridge being
the pedestrian Riverview Bridge,
and each bridge has its own unique
historical background.

Fall is a perfect season to
start taking photos to enter the
Ashtabula County Covered Bridge
Festival Committee’s photo con-
test.

The Committee holds a contest . . SUBMITTED PHOTOS
every year, and the winners will Steve Lux is the winner of the Ashtabula County

. Covered Bridge Committee’s calendar contest, Haley Cregut’s photo of Netcher Bridge won
appear in the annual Coyered with his photo of Harpersfield Bridge. placement on the back cover.
Bridge Calendar. They will re-

ceive recognition in the calendar and will receive a prize.
As you're out taking photos, keep in mind the typical rules
of the contest: —The entry fee is $5.
—Photos must be of complete bridges. No partial bridge
photos will be accepted.

—The photos must be clear and up to date. No old photos
will be judged.

You may submit as many photos as you would like for one
fee. Entries without the fee will not be judged.

—Your name, address, phone number and the name of the
bridge must be on the back of each photo on a piece of paper
that can be removed. The committee cannot submit winning
photos to the printer if you write on the back. Do not write on Photos may be sent to the Covered Bridge Office, 25 W. Jef-
the back of the photo. ferson St., Jefferson, OH 44047.

PROUD SUPPORTER OF THE ASHTABULA COUNTY COVERED BRIDGE FESTIVAL

186 Park Avenue
Conneaut, OH 44030

440-593-6766

—All photos become the property of the Covered Bridge
Festival.

P £ /
Autbentic Italian Cuisine Because _1/ oure ZUOTtﬁ it!
Ce Cc CcCcCcCeCce e el lCelelelelelelelclelelelelelelel

FIND US ON FACEBOOK

Stop in for Take-out AND BECOME A FAN!
or Dine-in with us. The entire team Open Tuesday-Saturday
. o) . . Year Round
at Biscotti’s Restaurant is looking Open Sundays - May-Dec.
Jorward to serving you! Serving from 4:00pm

Closed Mondays

Located one block from Lake Erie in the beautiful Port Conneaunt  From 1-90: Exit 241, N. on Rt. 7 to Park Ave.
WWW BISCOTTISRESTAURANT.COM

Located only 10 miles North of the Middle Road Bridge!




2022 Ashiobule County Covered Bridge TFestival
Bridge Activities 2022

Benetka Rd. Bridge is hosted by the Sheffield Fire De-
partment. There will be horse-drawn wagon rides through the
bridge provided by the Sackett Family (weather permitting).
There will be a variety of soups, chips and pop to benefit the
Fire Department. Donuts and cider are provided by the Fire
Department, and there will be tea and coffee.

Caine Rd. Bridge is hosted by the Krieger family. They
will have the Peterson’s family doing kids’ activities. There
will be a bounce house. Girl Scout Troop 80014 will be doing a
lemonade stand/bake sale. Donation only. The Baptist church
is sending their diaper ministry. The Kreiger family will be
doing hot dogs and chips by donation to raise money for cystic
fibrosis. There will be a 50/50 raffle and raffle baskets.

Creek Rd. Bridge is the featured bridge this year. It will
be on our shirts and is the new Christmas ornament. Creek Rd.
Bridge will be hosted by Conneaut Rotary Club. They will have
information about Rotary, a basket raffle and maybe selling
cider and donuts, and will be selling our souvenirs.

Doyle Rd. Bridge will be hosted by Boy Scout Troop 41.
The Jefferson troop will be serving fresh cobbler, coffee, tea,
hot chocolate all by donation. There will be a photo setup.

Giddings Rd. is hosted by Denmark Pioneers 4-H Club.

Graham Rd. Bridge will be hosted by the Pierpont Beau-
tification Committee and the Pierpont Community Action
League during the festival. They will decorate the bridge for
fall and have baked goods, water, pop, apple cider, hot dogs,
chili, coffee and possibly donuts for sale.

Harpersfield Bridge will not have its usual activities
during the Festival because of the construction going on. You
can access the park from the north or south, but there will be
a lot of machinery and pieces of the bridge around, so please
be respectful of the worksite if you visit.

Liberty St. Covered Bridge: Helping Hands Farm Animal
Rescue will be raising money to help care for farm animals at
the shortest covered bridge in America. Donations of food and
drinks by Gray’s Auto Sales and Ashtabula Giant Eagle will be
sold to help support Helping Hands Farm Rescue. There will be
a coloring contest for kids under 12, and a Lucky Ducks game
for all ages. There will also be tickets available for a Queen
of Hearts game. At the bridge entrance there will be displays
and props for photo opportunities.

Mechanicsville Rd. Bridge is hosted by the Zaebst fam-
ily for their 4-H group. They will have baked goods, hot foods
and candy.

Middle Rd. is open with no activities.
See ACTIVITIES page 60
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Newly-designed Covered Bridge Festival
throw includes all 19 covered bridges

BY GABRIEL MCVEY
Gazette Newspapers

JEFFERSON - Just in time for the 2022 Ashtabula Covered
Bridge Festival, enthusiasts have a chance to pick up the newly-
designed throw that includes the two most recent covered bridges
in the county added since the last throw was designed in 2008.

Ginger Whitehead, executive director of the Covered Bridge
Festival, said it had been a goal to design and make a new
throw since the Riverview bridge was first opened in 2016.

The 50-by-65-inch Afghan includes both the Riverview
Covered Bridge and the Liberty Street Bridge.

The 100-percent cotton throw makes for a great accent to a
chair or sofa and makes for a nice, warm cover for snuggling.

The new throw is available for sale at a price of $60 at
coveredbridgefestival.org under the “store” tab.

PHOTO
COURTESY OF
THE ASHTABULA
COVERED
BRIDGE FESTIVAL
A newly-
designed throw
is available from
the Covered
Bridge Festival
now featuring all
of the county’s
scenic and
historic covered
bridges.

Enjoy the festival - but please, no trespassing!

The Ashtabula County Covered Bridge Festival Committee
invites the community to tour the covered bridges of Ashtabula
County this weekend, but the committee also asks that community
members please respect people’s private property and not trespass.

Many of the bridges are located near homes or other private
properties, and the festival committee wishes to continue hav-
ing good relations with the bridges’ neighbors.

How to enter contests

If interested in entering the baked goods contest, chili
cookoff contest, Lego covered bridge contest and Cornhole
Tournament, download the forms at https:/coveredbridge-
festival.org/contests.

Drop-off instructions are included on the registration

G.Blrrell

ESTABLISHED 1913

TOWING | PARTS | SERVICE
TOWING EQUIPMENT

330-876-3221

8211 MAIN ST. « KINSMAN, OH 44428

Glotzbecker's

FULL-SERVICE STATION

Alignments ¢ Brakes ¢ Tune ups & Exhaust

1911 S. Ridge East, Ashtabula, Ohio Russ

(440) 997-3711 - rax (440) 992-4144  Davis

A\SHTABULMA

Call for Free Estimate:

440-576-8944
1-800-759-5164

SEE US FOR
WINDOWS,
INYL Systems gpnG, DOORS,
AND PATIO
ENCLOSURES.

AWNINGS

JEFFERSON, OH e Fully licensed & insured
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Covered Bridge Festival to feature new contests

BY ERIC HRIN
Gazette Newspapers

JEFFERSON - A Lego version of everything seems to be built
these days, so why not covered bridges?

The Ashtabula County Covered Bridge Festival is getting in
on the Lego craze by adding a Lego Covered Bridge Contest to
this year’s festival.

The festival had held a Mini Bridge Contest for years, so the
Lego contest seemed like something different.

“We're hoping it will give it a different look,” Ginger White-
head, director of the festival, said. “We wanted to shake it up.
And Legos is big these days.”

A baking contest and chili contest were also added.

Whitehead said contestants can make anything they like in

the baking contest.

“We didn’t really narrow it down for the first year,” she said.

According to the festival website, people can drop off entries
for the baked goods contest at the tent marked “Contests” by the
back wall of the school building in Giddings Park from 9 am. to
10:45 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 8.

The website notes that entries for the chili contest can be
brought to that location from 10 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. on Saturday.

For the Lego contest, contestants can drop off their Lego
Bridges for judging at the tent marked “Mini Bridge Contest” at
that location from 3 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Friday, Oct. 7, according
to the website. The judging takes place at 6:46 p.m.

Whitehead hopes the contests will be a hit.

“I think people usually like to enter things like that,” she said.

She said the contests will offer winners ribbons.

New Lego Miniature Covered Bridge Contest set for Covered Bridge Festival

BY STEFANIE WESSELL
Gazette Newspapers

JEFFERSON - Ashtabula County residents can use their
artistic sense to participate in the Ashtabula County Covered
Bridge Festival’s Lego Miniature Covered Bridge Con-test.

The contest is new this year.

“Our traditional Miniature Covered Bridge Building contest
has a new twist - all entries must be made of Legos,” Covered
Bridge Festival Committee President Michele Victor said.

% Harbor-Topky £
Memorial Library

Established in 1924 ¢ 1633 Walnut Blvd. ® Ashtabula, OH
FREE NOTARY
FREE WiFi - FREE HOTSPOT

(440) 964-9645

o Mon. - Fri. ®* 9AM-5PM &

Diana Adams
OWNER/GROOMER

3338 E. Center St.
N. Kingsville, OH

440.224.2291

ceLL 440.813.4449

diana28901@yahoo.com
@ KoKutsPetSalon

Lego bridges can be dropped off for judging at the tent
marked “Mini Bridge Contest” in Giddings Park, by the back
wall of the school building, from 3-6:30 p.m. Friday, Oct. 7. The
judging will take place that night. Bridges can be picked up
after the festival, be-tween 4-5 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 9.

There is a $5 entry fee.

Bridges do not have to be modeled after one of the Ashtabula
County covered bridges.

A registration form can be picked up at the Covered Bridge
Office in Jefferson or found online at https:/coveredbridgefes-
tival.org/contests.

Public reception and
announcement of
2022 winners
on Sat., Oct. 8,
6-9 p.m.

First Place winners:
$12,000 ea.
Second Place winners:
$5000 ea.
Honorable Mention
(at jurors’ discretion):
$1000 ea.

Exhibit on display Oct. 3-31
in our gallery

2928 W. 13th Street
Ashtabula, OH 44004
ashtabulaartscenter.org

facebook.com/ashartscenter
(440) 964-3396
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We Want YOU to Join
the Best Team in
Ashtabula County!

Hopping Around Facilities and Wanting Consistency in
Assignments? Are you looking for a Change of Scenery or
a Fresh Start? Feeling Under-Appreciated and dnder-Paid?

Tired of Working UNDER a Management Team?
How About Working ALONGSIDE Our Team?

WWhatyA:e
PouWWaiting;

) Ny sy
GREAT
PAY!
MAKE A
DIFFERENCE} W

Brand New Wages AND The Absolute
Best Benefits Offered County-Wide!

* Sick Time * Personal Days

* Hospitalization * Retirement System
available (OPERS)

* Vacation pay e Tuition

* Dental Plan Reimbursement

* Full Calendar of ¢ Ohio Deferred
Public Holidays Paid Compensation Program

* Ohio Public Employees e Referral Bonus

IF YOU WANT TO BE PART OF

A SOLUTION IN A TEAM-FIRST

APPROACH TO HEALTHCARE,
YOU NEED TO JOIN TEAM ACNRC!

PLEASE APPLY AT:
5740 DIBBLE ROAD, KINGSVILLE, OH 44048

440-224-2161

AshtabulaCountyNursing.com
. @AshtabulaCountyNursing

Taking Care of the People
Who Take Care of the People

New chainsaw carver lined up
for Covered Bridge Festival

BY ERIC HRIN
Gazette Newspapers

JEFFERSON - A move opened up a new path in life for
Aya Blaine.

“She moved from Osaka (Japan) to a more of a mountain
environment in Japan and had small trees on that property, so
she bought a chain saw,” Jen Watson, founder of the Chainsaw
Chix, said of the 47-year-old, who currently lives in New York.
She came to America from Japan 14 years ago.

Now, Blaine, a chainsaw artist with the Chainsaw Chix, is
bringing her talent to the Ashtabula County Covered Bridge
Festival.

Watson said Blaine, who was born and grew up in Osaka,
has been carving probably close 15 to 16 years.

A niche she “carved out for herself” is gallery-quality human
faces and dog portraits, according to Watson.

Watson said Blaine, who is an animal lover and does por-
traits of every breed, is a skilled artist who can sketch someone
in about five minutes.

“She’s very talented,” Watson said.

At the Covered Bridge Festival, Blaine will be doing a va-
riety of quick-carve pieces, such as owls and cats.

Her personality is a winning one.

Watson said she’s high-energy and very positive.

“She’s very fun to be around,” she said. “I think they’ll love
her. In Osaka, they’re known for stand-up comedians. Everyone
is always in a good mood and super fun. She brings that here.”

Watson said Blaine’s culture will come through, as it would
with anyone.

“Everybody’s culture shines through, I think,” she said.
“Japanese culture is centered around kindness, so I'll think
you’'ll see that.”

The chain saw carver from Chainsaw Chix, Sara Wojtowecz,
who usually shows up at the covered bridge festival was unable
to make it this year because she has events that overlap and
has to stay in New York, according to Watson.

Ginger Whitehead, director of the festival, said she is excited
about having Blaine.

“[Wojtowecz] was great, but it’s always nice to have someone
different,” she said.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Aya Blaine will be doing
a variety of quick-carve
pieces, such as owls
and cats.
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Plenty of food choices at festival

BY STEFANIE WESSELL
Gazette Newspapers

JEFFERSON - Guests to the Covered Bridge Festival won't
leave hungry, as there will be plenty of food to choose from
during the two-day event in downtown Jefferson.

The Jefferson Rotary Club will be serving up its bean soup,
an always-popular staple of the festival, at the Jefferson Fire
Department.

The Jefferson United Methodist Church will serve a pancake
breakfast from 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. both Saturday and Sunday.

Most other food vendors will be at Giddings Park.

Enjoy gyros and sausage sandwiches? Then Fat Papi’s has

you covered.

Just Wing’n It is a food truck that serves wings and more.

Ifyou are craving BBQ, give Dan’s Backyard Barbecue a try.

Colvin Concessions has burritos, pulled pork nachos, bbq
sandwiches and more.

Twizted Eggrolls offers a “twizt” on normal egg rolls, with
flavors ranging from Philly Steak to Cheesecake.

That doesn’t include all of the food offered at the covered
bridge locations as well.

2022 food vendors include:
Fat Papi’s ® Colvin Concessions
Dan’s Backyard BBQ e Just Wingin It ¢ Twizted Eggrolls

Kelloggsville United Methodist Church to hold Fall Festival on Oct. 8

Kelloggsville United Methodist Church, 4763
Monroe Center Rd., Conneaut, will hold a Fall
Festival on 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday Oct.

8, the same weekend as the Ashtabula
County Covered Bridge Festival.

The church’s famous covered bridge
chili will be for sale, as well as hotdogs
roasted over a campfire. There will be a
bake sale and silent auction, as well as a

live music and vendors of handcrafted gift
items, such as crochet, soaps, woodcraft,
dog treats, sewn items, stained glass,
jewelry and more.

The church is near State Road Cov-
ered Bridge. Held outside rain or shine

in the church parking lot.
For more information, call Jean Thomp-

son at 440-858-2344.

YOUR FIREPLAGE & OUTDOOR LIVING DESTINATION STORE!

A)REGENCY"
1270 Mentor., Painesville Twp.

(Across from the Lake Co. Fairgrounds)

440-358-5858

www.American-Home.com <
Mon.-Fri. 9am-5:30pm ¢ Sat. 9am-4pm n

Gas & Wood Insertsf| Gas Fireplace Wood Fireplace Fireplace Doors Custom Stonework-Mantels

Visit Our Showroom to

See Our Live Burning
Fireplace & Full Feature

Firepits ] Grilis & smokers _J] Outdoor Living Displays:

Brick Pavers/Walls & :
earalSionaYard Outdoor Furniture

Gazebos,_ ) Waterfalls,
Pergolas & Pavilions Aquatic Plants/Fish
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REAL ESTATE (a40) 576-SELL
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Help find your Forever Home
in the Hometown we Love!

Proud Supporter of The Ashtabula
County Covered Bridge Festival
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Come and see history on display in Giddings
Park at the Covered Bridge Festival in Jefferson

BY AARON CULL
Gazette Newspapers

JEFFERSON - The Covered Bridge Festival is set to take
place on Saturday and Sunday, Oct. 8 and 9.

The Covered Bridge Festival includes a self-guided tour of
Ashtabula County’s rich selection of covered bridges.

The festival will also take place in Giddings Park and
throughout downtown Jefferson, where there will be food and
craft vendors, antique car and engine shows and more.

One of the highlights of the Covered Bridge Festival is
the Antique Engine Show, hosted by the Ashtabula County
Antique Engine Club.

The show can be seen on Saturday and Sunday, from 10 a.m.
until 4 p.m. on Saturday, and from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sunday.

The Antique Engine Shows will both take place in Giddings
Park at the intersection of East Jefferson Street and Market
Street in downtown Jefferson.

Ted Seifert, coordinator with the Antique Engine Club,
gives a bit of what to expect during the Antique Engine Shows.

“There will be some of our smaller engines and tractors
from the engine club grounds in Williamsfield,” he said. “I
say they’re smaller because we have some engines at the club
that literally weigh multiple tons! So these smaller engines

See HISTORY page 59

(erbbles and (egles s &lre]l greunds

JEFFERSON - Scribbles and
Giggles will stroll the grounds dur-
ing the Ashtabula County Covered
Bridge Festival.

Also known as Tammy John-
son and Judy Dedong, Scribbles
and Giggles are two animated
storytellers. When they’re not
“clowning around,” they are both
pre- school teachers.

They have been animating
stories for more than 16 years, be-
ginning when they discovered that
the children they were teaching SUBMITTED PHOTO
enjoyed their storytelling antics. Scribbles and Giggles,

“We want children to love read- anima:ﬁd S‘OTY‘ecrefSt. m"
ing, and we can help foster that by fe@m theé grounds at the
showing them that reading is fun. :«S_gidb::.ﬂd ‘.C olunfy Covered
They step into the story,” Johnson ridge Festival.
said. “We enhance the story by including magic tricks, balloon
animals, knock knocks, riddles, props and clown skits, as well
as songs and games that relate to [the story].”

Scribbles and Giggles take their show on the road when they
stroll the grounds and talk with children and adults.

“We always have stickers and prizes in every pocket so that
even the smallest listen- er can take part and share a laugh
or two,” Johnson said.

Scribbles and Giggles will stroll the grounds at Giddings
Park from 10 a.m. to noon Saturday, Oct. 8.

Troll costume
contest is
Saturday

The troll costume contest will
begin after the parade on Oct. 8.
Judging starts at 11 a.m.

Show off your costume - walk in
the parade.

Geneva

Sheds llc

1642 St. Rt. 534
Geneva, OH 44041

(440) 466-0035

genevashedsllc.com

Happy
Customers

are Repeat
Customers

RENT TO OWN
FINANCING

Gary Korver - owner
gary @genevashedsllc.com

o Steel Carports
e Garages
o Storage Sheds

Painted Wood & Vinyl Sheds
or Structures Available!
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Crafters are located at Giddings Park

Inside

Renewal By Andersen
Star’s Shining Gifts
Piece Love Pastry

Alyssa Ennis Art

Dennis Parker Wood Carvings
Phyllis Good

I Love Lava

Annie G’s House
Heather Prayner Scentsy
Jordan Essentials
Corine’s Crafty Corner
Diane Sturgill

Uniquely Yours

Bows Bows Bows

Dipped With Grace

Dani’s Crafty Creations

Outside

Ashtabula County Radio Club
Erie Shores Chapter BACA
Homesafe

Trishy Farms & Grandmaz Nutz
Creations By The Lake

As I See It/Pasco Puzzle Co.
Critters By Kay

JM Creations

Peggie’s Arts and Crafts & Designs by Pattie
Kari Scott Designs

Willahollow Pottery

Copper Arts and Gifts

Happy Etchings

The Crafty Couple

Cora’s Candle Making

B & L Family Crafts

Elizabeth Buterbaugh
CandleSac Handpoured Candles
Color Street

Guardians USA Vets Blue & White
Signs By The Lake

Love 4 Legos Jewelry Designs
Union Creek Soap Co.
More Outside Vendors

Ashtabula Lighthouse
Restoration & Preservation Society

Bittner Bees

Miranda’s Box of Treasures

Mary Ann Marsh

Papous Pastries

Craigo’s Creations

Sweet Creations & Corgi Creations
Martha Leiter

Wax n Wicks

Yeoman Jewelry

Weaver’s Birdhouses

The Biscotti Shop

Native Son 3006

Wickline Customs

Bigfoot Fiber Farm & Sasquatch Ceramics
Damsel in Defense

Bill Miller - Author

What a Great Gift!

Covered Bridge Festival

DON’T FORGET YOUR COVERED
BRIDGE FESTIVAL MERCHANDISE!

October 8
&9, 2022

Commemorative
T-shirts and
Sweatshirts
Starting/at $15

Creek Road

Ornament
Startingat $20

NEW 2023
ASHTABULA
COUNTY
COVERED BRIDGE
CALENDAR

510

SAVE THE DATE! MARK YOUR CALENDAR!N!
39" Annual (o /Anberln ﬂownf?

COVERED BRIDGE FESTIVAL Oct.

Covered Bridge Festival Office: 25 W. Jefferson St., Jefferson, OH - (440) 576-3769
For more information visit www.coveredbridgefestival.org or our Facebook page f

14 & 15,2023
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The 2 Kings will return to the 2022 Covered Bridge Festival

BY GABRIEL MCVEY
Gazette Newspapers

JEFFERSON - Sunday afternoon, Oct. 9, will see a popular
musical duo return to the Ashtabula Covered Bridge Festival
for the first time since 2018 when The 2 Kings duo hits the
stage.

Arnel Addun, the founder of the duo, lives in Geneva and
has been singing and playing with The 2 Kings for around 15
years and playing for guitar for over 20.

The pair describe themselves as seasoned musicians who
perform live without the aid of background tracks.

He’s joined by Alfonso Gibson of Cleveland, on vocals and
keys.

“I categorize it as easy listening, soft rock, yacht rock, R&B,
top 40, a little bit of country and funk,” Addun said. “We do a
little bit of everything.”

This year will be the third for The 2 Kings coming out to
the Ashtabula Covered Bridge Festival and their first since
2018, according to Addun.

The 2 Kings is a popular act at wineries and eateries in the
Geneva area, but Addun said coming out to Jefferson for the
festival makes for a nice change of pace and a chance to make
some new fans.

“We love it —it’s a fun event to do, really,” he said. “We love
to play events like outside concerts. We’ve been doing a lot of
them lately. It’s a fun interaction and it breaks the monotony
of playing wineries and other small gigs.”

Festival-goers can look forward to hearing The 2 Kings per-
forming their renditions of hits like Elvis’ “Can’t Help Falling
In Love,” Michael Jackson’s “Billie Jean” or a very good “I've
Been Waiting for a Girl Like You” by Foreigner.

Having a setlist that draws from so many favorites of yes-
teryear has made The 2 Kings quite popular, with a devoted
fanbase coming out to their shows in the area.

Addun and Gibson will hit the stage as The 2 Kings on
Sunday, Oct. 9, from 12-1:30 p.m.

PHOTO COURTESY OF ARNEL ADDUN
Arnel Addun (left) and Alfonso Gibson (right) are The 2 Kings, a
popular duo playing the Geneva winery and restaurant scene for
a decade and a half. They will be playing the Ashtabula Covered
Bridge Festival on Sunday, Oct. 9, from noon to 1:30 p.m.

440-812-8029

The What

Local Crafters,
Quality Used Furniture Knot Shopp e
Wed.-10-5 2806 West Rt. 307
Thur.-11-7 Austinburg, OH

ool f

for Special Event Hours

Fri. & Sat.-10-5

“IF I'T’S HARDWARE - I'T°’S HERE”

o Old Fashioned
Service

« Boot Store ¢ Paint Store
o Carhartt Clothing Store
o Belts « Coats « Gloves « Hats o Jackets

>Joughin Hardware

23 South State Street ¢ Painesville, Ohio

o Jeans o Overalls ¢ Socks ¢ Suspenders « And More!

440-357-5858

www.joughin.doitbest.com
M.F 8.6, S 8-5
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Nashville country music recording artist coming to the Covered Bridge Festival

BY AARON CULL
Gazette Newspapers

JEFFERSON - Jess Kellie Adams,
a country recording artist, is coming to
Giddings Park and the Covered Bridge
Festival this October.

Two concerts will be held with Adams
and her band. She highlights the Satur-
day events by giving two performances on
Oct. 8: the first at noon and the second at
3:30 p.m.

Adams is a Findlay, Ohio, native and
has lived in Nashville for nine years now.
She records her country music with her
band in Nashville but enjoys playing con-
certs at local festivals and other events on
top of her scheduled concerts at venues.

“We've been wanting to play at the
Covered Bridge Festival for a while
now,” Adams said. “We’ve played for the
Geneva Grape JAMboree in the past, but
it’s great that we can finally make it out
the Covered Bridge Festival to see what
it’s all about.”

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Nashville recording artist Jess Kellie Adams
will be performing twice at the Covered
Bridge Festival this October in Jefferson.

“It’s good storytelling music with a posi-
tive message. We also put a lot of sass and
attitude into the music.”

Her album “Beat the Odds” has charted
#2 on the Taste of Country charts and
her music videos have been supported by
CMT, along with other accolades. Her mu-
sic is available for purchase or streaming
on services such as Spotify, Apple Music,
Pandora and other streaming services.

“We’ll be playing our original material
and some crowd favorites,” Adams said.
“The crowds always love it when we play
songs from their favorite country artists
that everybody knows.”

“We're a high energy band that brings
people to their feet,” she said. “We can’t
wait to play for the crowds at the Covered
Bridge Festival and meet the people of
Jefferson, Ohio.”

For more information on Jess Kellie
Adams, visit her Facebook Page at https:/
www.facebook.com/JessKellieAdams/, her
website at https://jesskellieadams.com/

music/, her Instagram at https:/www.instagram.com/jesskel-

lieadams/ or her YouTube Channel.
Her music can be streamed and purchased at Apple Music,
Spotify and most other music streaming services.

TWSh. &

Veteran

WEATHER SEALCO owned

4707 State Rd., Ashtabula Proud
Mon. - Fri. 8 AM - 4:30 PM « Evenings & Sat. by Appt. Only.

992-9181 - 1-800-992-9181

www.weathersealco.com

Adams’ music takes cues from country music favorites such
as Reba and Garth Brooks.
“Our sound is what I like to call grace and grit,” she said.

in Stock

sup Planking

- Carpet - Vinyl
« Water Proof Plank - Mattresses

- Hardwood + Bed Frames

Barter House Design Center is Family Owned &
Operated. We carry a wide variety of flooring and
mattresses. Our main priorify is customer service.

» Vinyl Remnants

Barter House Design Center

to a Whole New Look

The entrance to your house is more than just a
door, it’s the focal point of your home.

Our custom designed entry doors come in your
choice of steel or fiberglass, stained or painted.

“NEVER UNDERSOLD BY ANYBODY, ANYTIME”
1477 Bridge Street, Ashtabula

440-964-7770

Serving Ashtabula County for
Three Generations Since 1941
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Thunder Creek Band
to play at festival

BY ERIC HRIN
Gazette Newspapers

JEFFERSON - Thunder Creek Band is returning to the
Ashtabula County Covered Bridge Festival this year.

The band’s bass player, Mark Lambert of Geneva, said the
band played at the event several years back and is excited
about coming back.

“We’re very happy to be playing there,” he said. “I hope the
weather’s good and I hope we have a good turnout.”

Look for the band on the stage at Giddings Park from 2 to
5 p.m. on Sunday, Oct. 9.

Band members, all from Ashtabula County, also include
lead guitarist Gary Phillips, lead singer Kenny Accord, and
drummer Garry Skaggs.

Lambert enjoyed playing at the festival the last time the
band was there.

“We had fun,” he said. “It was a beautiful day out. We had
a nice size crowd of people there.”

He said the venue is “a beautiful place.” He thought the
structure where the stage is located is gorgeous.

This year, the band will be playing its selection of oldies
rock, rockabilly and country.

“We’ve got a wide variety,” he said.

He said there are some crowd favorites.

See THUNDER page 58

PHOTO BY ERIC HRIN
The band Thunder Creek played at the Harpersfield Volunteer Fire
Department’'s Community Day in July. They are, left to right, Kenny
Accord, Gary Phillips, Garry Skaggs and Mark Lambert.

DAVIS

TRUE VALUE
HARDWARE

State Liquan
Agency

GOLD BEER
WINE - POP

279 East Main Street
Orwell, OH

440-437-6512

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
Mon.-Sat. 9-6, Sun. 11-4




2022 Ashiabwlo Cowty Covered Buidge Festival

ALL-PRIVATE ROOMS

d Supporter
Prou Ashtdbula

On-Site Dialysis
and Ventilator Unit

24 /7 Professional
Skilled Nursing

Respiratory Therapy
Physical, Speech &
Occupational Therapies

Short-Term Rehab
WiFi Access
Flat Screen TVs

Customized Meal Plans

5-STAR FACILITY

486 South Main St., Andover, OH 44003
440.293.5416 « AndoverVillageSNR.com

Erie Heights Brass Ensemble makes
their Covered Bridge Festival return

BY AARON CULL
Gazette Newspapers

JEFFERSON - The Covered Bridge Festival will be held
on Saturday and Sunday, Oct. 8 and 9, throughout downtown
Jefferson.

The Covered Bridge Festival includes a self-guided tour
of Ashtabula County’s extensive covered bridges. Follow the
tour to experience the best that Ashtabula County has to offer.

The festival will be taking place in Giddings Park and the
immediate area surrounding the park.

The Erie Heights Brass Ensemble will be playing at the
Covered Bridge Festival on Saturday, Oct. 8, from 10 a.m. to
11 a.m. Come out and experience their unique sound as they
play songs themed to color. Hear such favorites as “The Pink
Panther Theme” and “Follow the Yellow Brick Road” and other
song titles with colors in them.

The concert will be taking place at the main stage, which
is the covered bridge stage at Giddings Park.

Richard Sesco, band leader and trumpet player for Erie
Heights Brass Ensemble, is “glad to be back this year at the
Covered Bridge Festival.”

“We’ve been playing since 1999 in the Ashtabula County
area,” Sesco said. “We particularly enjoy playing at the Cov-
ered Bridge Festival because of the enclosed stage. We don’t
get south of Ashtabula too much, so this is a great opportunity
for us to reach people in the southern parts of the county.”

The Erie Heights Brass Ensemble is unique from other
brass ensemble in that they have a sixth member, changing
the sound and how the band rearranges their music to perform.

“We play more in a British Tenor Horn or Flugel Horn style,”
Sesco said. “This gives us a unique sound compared to other
quintuplets that play to five pieces. We also rearrange a lot of
popular music, in contrast to the typical classical music that
you usually hear from brass ensembles.”

See ERIE page 60

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Erie Heights Brass Ensemble - left to right: Chris Sherman (Euphonium);
Richard Sesco (Trumpet); Bridget Sherman (Trombone); Angie Laney
(Trumpet); Tom Stevenson (French Horn); and Andy Stevenson
(Tuba).
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Abe Lincoln will stroll the grounds at the Covered Bridge Festival

JEFFERSON - If you come to the Covered Bridge Festival,
you may find yourself shaking hands with Abraham Lincoln.
Or at least a gentleman that looks a whole lot like him.

John King of Ashtabula has been portraying President
Abraham Lincoln since the 1980s when he first donned a bor-
rowed hat and coat and entertained his third-grade students
with a short lesson on the sixteenth president.

“I grew a beard for the first time in 1983 or ‘84, and a
gentleman who would do parades as Lincoln said I looked like
Lincoln and ought to do it also,” King said.

The gentleman told King he could borrow his hat and coat,
and so for Lincoln’s birthday that year, that is what he did.

In 2009, King was doing a program at the Country Club
retirement center and met a couple there portraying President
Garfield and his wife, Lucretia R. Garfield. They invited King
to join their group of historical re-enactors called We Made
History. His first program with the group was at a “Dinner
With the Presidents” in Mentor, OH. The group now has five
presidents and three first ladies. King’s wife Marian often joins
him as Lincoln’s wife, Mary Todd Lincoln.

King has spent hours researching Abraham Lincoln’s life
over the years and continues to do so. To develop the program
that he shares, he uses information from a presentation he
attended by Jim

Getty, a renowned Lincoln actor and historian from Get-
tysburg. He has also read numerous books on the subject and
is always on the lookout for more books about Lincoln that he
hasn’t read yet. “I am constantly learning more about Lincoln,

his life, education, political
skills, family in Springfield,
I1., and the White House, his
generals and the Civil War,”
King said. “I want to share
what a brilliant man he was,
his love for his family, his
country, how he was able to
save the Union.” He also likes
to share little known facts
about Lincoln. For example,
he is the only president to
have a patent for an inven-
tion. It is also interesting
to know that it was during
Lincoln’s administration that
“In God We Trust” was first
put on a two-cent coin.

Over the years, King has
attended many events as the
sixteenth president. He has
appeared at Civil War re-
enactments, parades, school
programs, quilt shows, his-
torical groups, churches, club
meetings, lodges and special
dinners with the President at

See LINCOLN page 59

PHOTO COURTESY OF

SKIP TROMBETTI, VAN'S

PHOTOS, MENTOR, OH

John W. King portrays Abraham
Lincoln.
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PROUD SUPPORTER OF
THE ASHTABULA COUNTY
COVERED BRIDGE FESTIVAL!

<3Equi-lete

Yoder Brothers Horse Feed

Dinner in the Bridge
Fundraiser held annually

The Ashtabula County Covered Bridge Festival started hav-
ing a yearly fundraiser dinner in 2018. For the first two years,
it was held in Riverview Bridge in Indian Trails Park thanks to
permission from the Ashtabula Township Parks Commission.

The dinner was canceled in 2020 because of the COVID-19
pandemic, but it returned in 2021 bigger and better than
ever — literally.

For the first time, the dinner was held in the Smolen-Gulf
Bridge, the longest covered bridge in the U.S.

The Big Dinner in the Bridge honored former Ashtabula
County Engineer John Smolen, the architect of many covered
bridges throughout the state.

The 2022 dinner also was held in the Smolen-Gulf Bridge,
a fun evening with a theme of Boots & Bling.

The food is great, and there are lots of gift baskets in the
Chinese Auction. The board is tossing around ideas to make
this event even more fun next year.

The tickets sell out quickly, so watch the Covered Bridge
Festival Facebook page in the spring for announcements!

Classic cars and trucks
featured in the Covered
Bridge Festival parade and
Classic Car and Truck Show

BY AARON CULL
Gazette Newspapers

JEFFERSON - The Covered Bridge Festival is set for Sat-
urday and Sunday, Oct. 8 and 9, and will feature a number of
activities and features, including a classic car and truck show.

The car and truck show will be held at Giddings Park in
downtown Jefferson starting at 10 a.m. and concluding at 5 p.m.

The show is open to all antique cars and trucks, and there
will be a commemorative car plaque to the first 100 cars reg-
istered with the car show.

Registration is free and begins at 9 a.m. on Saturday, Oct. 8.

Judging for “Best of Show” and “People’s Choice” will be
held at 3 p.m. on Saturday, and the results will be announced
at 5 p.m.

“Last year’s car and truck show was very well attended,”
said Michele Victor, president of the Covered Bridge Festival
Committee. “We had over 70 registered cars last year and we
anticipate even more this year.”

Ted Seifert, coordinator for the Ashtabula County Antique
Engine Club, who is also at the Covered Bridge Festival, said,
“We share a time slot with the car and truck show on Saturday
and it usually has a very good turnout.”

“Come enjoy food, music, crafts, live entertainment and kids
activities at the Covered Bridge Festival,” said Victor. “If you
register your car in the car and truck show, you can drive in
the Festival Parade on Saturday!”

For more information on the classic car and truck show, call
the Covered Bridge Festival office at (440) 576-3769 or visit
their website at https:/coveredbridgefestival.org/
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Stop by the South Denmark Road Covered Bridge

BY GABRIEL MCVEY
Gazette Newspapers

DENMARK TOWNSHIP — While the road may pass by one
of Ashtabula County’s most scenic covered bridges, visitors to
the Ashtabula County Covered Bridge Festival Oct. 8 and 9
should make a point not to pass this little bridge by.

The South Denmark Road Bridge spans Mill Creek in
Denmark Township. The bridge, one of 16 currently drivable
bridges in the county, is a single span Town truss design. By-
passed in 1975, the bridge still remains open to light traffic.

The bridge spans Mill Creek a bit over three miles south-
east of Jefferson. People living near the bridge used to call
it Williams Corners Covered Bridge, after a byname for the
unincorporated community there.

There isn’t much recorded history of the lattice-type bridge.
It was built in 1895. There was speculation it was built from
one that originally stood in the same spot.

The bridge spans 76 feet and is 100 feet long, 13 feet, three
inches wide and is 11 feet high.

Covered bridge construction became popular in America
after the Revolutionary War, with those first constructed being
very simple structures. The need for heavier, more substantial
structures brought about the construction types now seen in
Ashtabula County. Most have endured the test of time, lasting
more than 100 years.

In 1975, the county engineer’s office undertook an extensive

project, bypassing the bridge, a move that preserves it for
future generations to enjoy. It remains open to light traffic.

The South Denmark Road Bridge is on the registry of the
Ohio Historical Society. It is unpainted except the entrance
portals, which are white. It has a shingled roof. The interior
is not painted.

According to Ginger Whitehead, executive director of the
Ashtabula County Covered Bridge Festival, the Alleghany
Chapter of the Gold Panners’ Association will be coming on
as host and sponsor for the South Denmark Road Bridge in
2022 and will be teaching visitors to pan for gold, as well as
showing and selling gold-panning equipment.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The South Denmark Road Bridge spans Mill Creek in Denmark
Township. Built in 1895, The bridge spans 76 feet and is 100 feet long,
13 feet, three inches wide and is 11 feet high.
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How to become a sponsor of the Ashtabula County Covered Bridge Festival

Supporting the Covered Bridge Festival not only shows your
company’s commitment to supporting the community, but it
also helps many other local non-profit organizations meet their
goals for the year. Sponsoring the Festival gives your business
great exposure, not only to locals, but the thousands of people
who come to the area to see the bridges all year long.

The Covered Bridge Festival sponsors support our endeav-
ors to promote the heritage and history of the covered bridges
of Ashtabula County. Our corporate sponsors make it possible
to acquire excellent entertainment and attractions that draw
both local and distant visitors to our annual event.

Clorereerat Okco
Loy Tt Sottor fhore
Covrre WW/

Ei Visit us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/visitconneautohio

- Historic Covered Bridges
WWII and Railroad Museums
Outstanding Visitor Lodgings

Weekend Entertainment

Specialty Restaurants and Shops
« Beach, Fun, Sun!

Marina & Public Boat Launch

- Award-Winning Wineries

Great Fishing — Trout,
Perch & Walleye!

GO ININIZAUT A
GO INWVAUIN I (D INFANN D)
VASTH O RS IS WIRISA:
LU 350XV 2 FRUOoMEaut VI 83050
130593094/,
ENn1ail-accvb3aV oV gmmail .cont
WWWVISTICONTIEATUTO1110 *CoT

The second full weekend of October is the time for the
Annual Covered Bridge Festival. We invite you to join us in
celebrating this occasion in downtown Jefferson, Ohio, for the
central festival and parade. There you can enjoy great food and
entertainment as well as craft vendors and demonstrations.
The county’s 19 covered bridges will provide a location for non-
profit groups to raise funds for their causes.

Please plan to partner with us for the coming year in support
of the festival and organizations like Relay for Life, Boy Scouts
and Girl Scouts of America, 4-H Clubs, food pantries, animal
rescue organizations, fire departments, historical societies and
others that serve the residents of Ashtabula County.

We are looking for sponsors for:

Entertainment (platinum & gold)

Children’s entertainment (platinum)

Stage (gold) ® Parade (silver) ¢ Mini-bridge contest (bronze)

Scarecrow contest (bronze) ® Car show (bronze)

Trackless train (bronze)

Below are five levels of sponsorship for your consideration.

FRIENDS OF COVERED BRIDGES (FCB) $100~

e Name on website for Ashtabula County Covered Bridge

Festival (ACCBF)

e Name in ACCBF Annual Tabloid

BRONZE $300~

Includes FCB benefits plus:

e Name in annual Covered Bridge Calendar

(if received before calendar is printed)

e Name and logo displayed at bridge of your choice

SILVER $500 ~

Includes BRONZE and FCB benefits plus:

e Name and logo displayed at Central Festival

¢ Booth space for promotion

GOLD $1,500~

Includes SILVER, BRONZE and FCB benefits plus:

e Name & logo on Main Stage Banner, 10x10 booth space for
promotion of your organization, logo on print promotional
materials, a sponsorship plaque depicting the bridge of your
choice. Sponsorship announcement from the main stage

PLATINUM $3,500~

Includes GOLD, SILVER, BRONZE and FCB benefits plus:

e Canvas print of bridge of your choice

e Large sponsorship plaque

e Sponsorship announcements at every stage show

Individual Memberships to Ashtabula
County Covered Bridge Festival available

Now is the time to purchase your Individual Membership
to the Ashtabula County Covered Bridge Festival.
The cost is $15 per person. Family membership is $25.
Lifetime membership is $200.
What you get for your membership:
1. A membership card good for one year from date of issue.
2. Ten percent off regular priced merchandise
3. Occasional newsletter
4. Invitations to Annual Membership Dinners in the spring and fall.
5. The satisfaction of knowing that you are helping keep the tradi-
tion of festival alive, and helping support our programs.
6. Advanced notice of the Big Bridge Dinner and other activities.
Membership price is per person.
To buy a membership, visit www.coveredbridgefestival.org.
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East Plymouth Grange to host R OWElIRNEIETQ ARS8

the Smolen Gulf Covered
Bridge, the nation’s longest

BY GABRIEL MCVEY
Gazette Newspapers

ASHTABULA AND PLYMOUTH TOWNSHIPS — Visi-
tors to the Smolen-Gulf Bridge during the Ashtabula County
Covered Bridge Festival will have a chance to see the nation’s
longest covered bridge, take in the scenic view from the walk-
ways along the bridge, on the Riverview Bridge running below
it and to meet and greet members of the East Plymouth Grange,
who will be hosting the bridge again this year.

Denise Hodges, a member of East Plymouth Grange, said
visitors will have a chance to purchase hot dogs, chicken patty
sandwiches and drinks.

“Weather permitting, we have Will Paedon coming to dis-
play arrowheads,” she said. “Then on Sunday we’ll have Mr.
(John) Smolen help the Grange serve since he’s one of our
members, but he’s also the designer of the bridge.

Some vendors will be present as well, including some local
Scouts who will be selling deep-fried elephant ears.

“On Sunday, weather permitting, we’ll also have some mini
horses,” Hodges said.

The horses are being brought in by Jan Sharp’s Little Pony
Express and Pinto Park — only a few miles from the bridge,
according to Hodges.

The Smolen-Gulf Bridge was conceived by former Ashtabula
County Engineer John Smolen in 1995 and construction was
completed in 2008. The new, covered bridge replaced a smaller
steel span built in 1949 at the bottom of the gorge, which itself
had replaced the Crooked Gulf Covered Bridge, built in 1867.

Construction began mid-summer of 2006 with land clearing
and earthen work. From August 2006 to July 2007, 171,000
cubic yards of earth were moved into place to provide the
roadway to the new structure. The bridge piers and abutments
comprised 3,500 tons of concrete and nearly 250 tons of steel
were used for reinforcement. The timber structure used 51,000
cubic feet of lumber or 613,000 board feet. This was enough

See SMOLEN page 58

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Smolen-Gulf Bridge is the longest in the U.S. and the fourth
longest in the world. It was conceived in 1995 and construction was
completed in 2008. The bridge spans the Ashtabula River over a
93-foot-deep gorge separating Ashtabula and Plymouth townships
on State Road.

AVOID ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY!

We will help you avoid surgery with our
licensed Doctors of Physical Therapy
and the latest treatment techniques.

Physical Therapy
Pain Management
Dry Needing
Laser Therapy

Home Therapy
Hands On Therapy
Aquatic Therapy
Sports Enhancement
Pediatric Physical Therapy
& Occupational Therapy
Treatments covered by
all medical insurances.

Middlefield MyoFit
14950 S. SPRINGDALE AVE.
MIDDLEFIELD, OH 44062

440-632-1007

Ashtabula MyoFit
2916 NORTH RIDGE ROAD E
ASHTABULA, OH 44004 CHARDON, OH 44024

440-993-1004 440-286-1007
WWW.myofitclinic.com ¢ info@myofitclinic.com

Chardon MyoFit
11850 MAYFIELD RD
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Many Positions Available

Full Benefit
Package Available

Apply on our website, give us a call,
or stop by to fill out an application!

www.kenforging.com ¢ 440-993-8091
1049 Griggs Road ¢ Jefferson, Ohio
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Family Owned
& Operated
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Forward to the
Generations
to Come

Thauk you for yowr continued suppont

CHEVROLET
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Creek Road bridge to be featured on ornament

BY BOB ETTINGER
Gazette Newspapers

JEFFERSON - There are a lot of facts and history floating
around regarding Ashtabula County’s covered bridges. However,
exact historical information regarding the Creek Road covered
bridge is lacking.

“It’s the one bridge even local historians haven’t been able to pin-
point a date on,” Ashtabula County Covered Bridge Festival Director
Ginger Whitehead said. “It’s a very cool bridge. It’s right next to Camp
Pete, the Boy Scout camp. The Boy Scouts have put up benches so
people can sit and look at the bridge. It’s a beautiful bridge.”

The Creek Road Bridge will be the bridge featured on souvenir
Christmas tree ornaments and the Covered Bridge Festival T-shirts
being sold this year.

“This year, we're doing Creek Road,” Whitehead said. “Sometimes,
a bridge is having an anniversary, so we'll pick that one. There’s
nothing this year and we don’t know the date for the Creek Road
bridge, so we chose that one.”

Ashtabula County Covered Bridge Festival ornaments and
T-shirts can be purchased at the organization’s office at 25 W. Jef-
ferson St. in Jefferson or through the website at https:/ashtabula-
county-covered-bridge-festival.square.site/. The newest ornaments
can be bought at each of the bridges celebrating the festival on Oct.
8 and 9 and select ornaments from years past can be found at each
of the bridges.

“We will have the new one at every bridge, then select ones

See CREEK page 56
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CALIRTODAY

440:56323985

Serving e Meaing ancd Cecling Neeeb in (e Area Sinee 1673

IEATING 8 COOLING

UE CURNER OF RUSs 49 &2 6 HolE; 00
OHIMCEAIAIGS




2022 Ashiabwlo Cowty Covered Buidge Festival

Festival coming to Graham Road

BY BOB ETTINGER
Gazette Newspapers

PIERPONT TOWNSHIP — Tucked along State Route
7 between Conneaut and Andover, Pierpont Township is
a place most people pass through on their way from to
the other. The Pierpont Community Action League and
the Pierpont Beautification Committee are teaming up

pbulk4you@windstream.net « betternbulk.com
FOR ALL YOUR FALL BAKING NEEDS SEE

BetteiagNEIB

Eo0ds)Baking) Anctinhrg, OA
Fresh Made to Order Sandwiches * Fresh In House Baked Cookies
Deli Meats * Fresh Made Breads ¢ Chips * Snacks & More!

Your Kalmbach Feed Headquarters
K v Pet Foods

v Livestock Feeds & Minerals

=R~/ Horse Feed & Supplements

ElqluumBNulr!:IoEN v Complete Line
A wide range of supplies - animal, and lawn & garden.
Plus our own line of horse, hog, beef & dairy feeds.

PLNY

18 W. Main St. » Orwell » 437-6550

to make sure those passing through understand there’s
a reason to stop and visit the township as they host the
Ashtabula County Covered Bridge Festival at the Graham
Road covered bridge.

“It is nice to see what’s out in the countryside and, what’s
down the back roads and what’s right around the corner,”
PCAL Treasurer Barb Culp said. “I think about this a lot
when I go to places like New York City. We don’t spend time
looking at things. We have to slow down and appreciate the
beauty of what we have right next door to us.”

The Ashtabula County Covered Bridge Festival will take
place at covered bridges across the county Oct. 8 and 9 with
the Graham Road Bridge portion of the festival taking place
at the bridge from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. both days.

Pulled pork and hot dogs will be on sale and assorted
baked goods will be available. The bridge will also be deco-
rated for those who would like to take pictures.

“We're trying to focus on baked items like pies and pump-
kin rolls,” Culp said. “I've been trying to talk them out of
doing things like chocolate chip cookies because everyone
has those. We're trying to emphasize pies and slices pie.
We’ll have elderberry, apple, I'm sure, pumpkin, maybe a
raisin and possibly others.”

The bridge will be dressed up by the evening of Oct. 7,
so it’s a good place for high school kids to visit for a special
occasion.

See GRAHAM page 55

Cliarnleie s Auto
AUTO PARTS --Llus

EXPERTISE AT EVERY TURN
Echo Power Equipment ¢ Interstate Batteries
Qils, Lubricants & Coolants ¢ Forney Welding Equipment

160 West Main Street, Andover, OH

440-293-5668

THE INDIAN
MUSEUM

7519 Mentor Ave., #A112

Mentor, Ohio 44060

(440) 951-3813

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10am-4pm
Sat. & Sun. 1pm-4pm
GROUP TOURS BY RESERVATION




2022 Ashiabwlo Cowty Covered Buidge Festival

Harpersfield Covered Bridge down as part of project

BY ERIC HRIN
Gazette Newspapers

HARPERSFIELD TOWNSHIP - Those attending the
Ashtabula County Covered Bridge Festival will have to take
one bridge off their list.

As part of a massive rehabilitation project, the Harpersfield
Covered Bridge has been disassembled.

“Obviously with renovation work underway with the
Harpersfield Covered Bridge, residents and visitors alike will
not be able to see the bridge in all its glory during the festival,”
county Commissioner Casey R. Kozlowski said. “However, we
are excited to see that this restoration work is underway and
once complete it will be back up and operation for all to visit
and enjoy.”

Workers have been busy on the project.

According to Charlie Severino, project superintendent with
Union Industrial Contractors, most of the disassembly had to
be done by hand because of the bridge’s historic nature.

“These trusses were built in 1862,” he said.

While the bridge will get all new piers and steel I beams as
part of the project, the original trusses for the sidewalls will
be used again.

“Now, there was a rehab done back in the ‘90s,” Severino
said. “Some of the wood is from the ’90s, but for the most part,

See HARPERS page 57

TRUMBULL LOCKER PLANT

HICKORY-SMOKED MEATS ¢ RETAIL FREEZER MEATS
CUSTOM MEAT PROCESSING ¢ DAIRY & PRODUCE

“What's Your Beef?”

Mon-Sat: 9:00a - 6:00p

Sunday: 9:00a - 5:00p

MARK KOVACIC
3393 State Route 534
Rock Creek, Ohio 44084
www.trumbull-locker.com

PHONE: (440) 474-4631
FAX NO: (440) 474-4231
info@trumbull-locker.com

PHOTO BY ERIC HRIN
This view shows the empty space where the Harpersfield Covered
Bridge sat. I's now been disassembled as part of a rehabilitation
project.

Check out our
growler systems
& craft brews!

LARGE WINE SELECTION!
(C ALL BEER & CIGARETTES AT STATE MINIMUM )

(440) 466-7130
119 N. Broadway ¢ Geneva, Ohio 44041

MARK DAUBENSPECK
OWNER
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FULL-SERVICE STATION
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v Complete Auto Repair v Tune-Ups
v’ Brakes v Shocks v Tire Sales and Service

4'S. Chestnut Street S76-1931

Jefferson, OH 44047

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m. o 9 p.m. « Sat. 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. ¢ Sun. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Bridal Specialist
Wedding Cakes, Cookies and So Much More!
Gerycann Notter (%f}/za/¢
Chef/Owner * dkiphart@hotmail.com

3108 W. 13th St., Ashtabula, OH
(440) 223-6672 * (440) 964-3716
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36 N. Chestnut St., Unit A o Jefferson, OH 44047
Follow us on Facebook for up to date information.
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Don’t Delay Family Owned
Call Today!1 & Fredsne®

Get Your Tirachor
or Mewer
Sewicee NOWA

The Service Includes:

Oil F|It_er Change ::_.-.'. :.
Fuel Filter Change
Replacement of Air Filters
HST & HYD Filters
Pricing includes
labor, engine oil,
and top-off of all fluids
6767 Madison Road
Thompson, 44086
(440) 298-3318

Authorized
Dealer www.robisonequipment.com
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What bridge lacks in size, it makes up for in charm

BY ERIC HRIN
Gazette Newspapers

GENEVA - Visitors just can’t get enough of the West Liberty
Street Covered Bridge in Geneva when the Ashtabula County
Covered Bridge Festival rolls around each September.

“They love it,” Jennifer Gray of Jefferson Township, host
for the festival at the bridge, said. “They think it’s adorable.
They like the little toll house next to it.”

The bridge is famous for being the shortest covered bridge
in the United States, with a span of only 18 feet.

“Its design is one of a kind,” the Ashtabula County Visitors
Bureau states on its website.

Gray said it’s a popular spot for photos.

Some people visiting the bridge during festival time come
from far away.

According to Gray, some visitors from England stopped by
one year while touring wine country.

“It’s fun,” she said of the annual celebration at the tiny
bridge. “You get to meet a lot of different people from around
the country and the world.”

She said the visitors like the design of grape vines in the
concrete, which she said reminds them they’re in wine country.

Some even like to hear the train go by on the tracks next
to the bridge.

At this year’s festival, The Helping Hands Farm Animal
Rescue, based in the Plymouth Township area, will have a

PHOTO BY ERIC HRIN

A vehicle drives through the West Liberty Street Covered Bridge
in Geneva, which will be the site of activity during the Ashtabula
County Covered Bridge Festival.
Queen of Hearts and a Lucky Duck Game fundraiser at the
event, with the proceeds used to help the organization take
care of their rescue animals.

Helping Hands will also have food and drinks for sale, such
as hot dogs, snacks, water and pop.

In addition, Gray will be at the covered bridge to represent

See LIBERTY page 56

First In Farm Tires

g] 1 www.bobsumereltire.com

First In The Field

Truck Tires « Industrial Tires « Farm Tires
Passenger/Light Truck Tires
24-Hour Road Service - 7 Days A Week

NEW LOCATION

2512 S. Ridge Rd. East
Ashtabula, OH 44004

440-992-4406

4510 Collins Blvd., Suite 6
Ashtabula, Ohio 44004
www.ashtabulafoundation.org
Office (440) 992-6818
ashtabulafdn@gmail.com
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Jefferson Depot is open for tours

The Jefferson Depot, Inc., 147
E. Jefferson St., Jefferson, is open
for tours.

Built in 1872, the Jefferson Depot
contains railroad memorabilia and
features the original ladies waiting
room and restrooms complete with
wall-hung flush tanks.

Outside, there is an 1888 House,
Colonial Herb Garden, early General
Store, 1872 Lake Shore and Michi-
gan Southern Railroad Station and
1918 Caboose, the 1848 Church in
the Wildwood and Church Barn, the
1838 One-room Schoolhouse, Hohn’s
General Store and early century
pharmacy, and the 1885 Sheffield
Post Office.

The Depot acquired one of its new-
est original buildings (a one-room
schoolhouse from Austinburg Town-
ship) in 2009. Rehabilitation of the
building is ongoing.

The museum is open 1-4 p.m.

Saturday and Sunday during the
festival.

FILE PHOTO

The Jefferson Depot, Inc. will be open for tours during the Ashtabula County Covered Bridge

Festival.

g ALL ARE WELCOME! N

125 E. Jefferson St. e Jefferson, OH
440-576-4561 B iesivon

For Worship Hours See: www.jeffersonume.com
N i ' r

Styles By Carol

6431 Route 193 ¢ N. Kingsville

440-224-0847

Great Hair Doesn’t Happen by Choice,
it Happens by Appointment!

Haircuts & Styling ¢ Color ¢ Perms * Manicures ¢ Pedicures
Shawn Brunell ¢ Stylist - Lisa Stiles (formerly from Master Cuts)

BOB SKUFCA and SON

== ==
Auto Body Repair
& Refinishing

989 W. Prospect e Ashtabula, OH 44004

(4<40) 992-0220

www.bobskufcaandson.com
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Monroe FD allowing unique experience

BY BOB ETTINGER
Gazette Newspapers

MONROE TOWNSHIP — As hard as it may be to believe,
there are people who have never eaten a hot dog they’ve
cooked over a fire.

The Monroe Township Fire Department is offering those
folks a chance to do just that as part of the Covered Bridge
Festival at the State Road Bridge Oct. 8 and 9 from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m.

It’s the third year the department has hosted the festival
at the bridge.

“We wanted to reach out to the community and show
them we’re here and what we do,” Monroe Township Fire
Department Chief Jason Coy said. “It will also be a fund-
raiser for us.”

The department is giving away hot and buns and are
renting out the sticks to cook them.

“We have a little campfire and people can cook their
hot dogs and S’mores,” Coy said. “It’s a donation. They can
cook over the fire for $1. We give them the hot dogs and
rent them the sticks.”

Many people cook their first hot dogs over a fire at the
festival.

“It’s amazing the number of people who get to come out

See STATE page 54
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AND FRIENDLY
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440-594-2084

Corner of Routes 7 & 84, Conneaut, Ohio

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The State Road Covered Bridge was built in 1983, replacing an iron
bridge, which itself had replaced a covered bridge that stood from

1831 to 1898.
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Burger!

Mon. - Closed « Tues. - 6 a.m. - 2 p.m.
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Former bridges in

Ashtabula County is home to 19 covered bridges, but not
all covered bridges have survived the years. Ashtabula County
reportedly has had 62 covered bridges historically.

Listed below are some of these former bridges.

e Graham Road Bridge - You can still visit this bridge,
but it’s no longer in service. Graham Road Bridge is a cov-
ered bridge which formerly spanned the west branch of the
Ashtabula River in Pierpont Township, Ashtabula County,
Ohio, United States. Built from remnants of a former covered
bridge that was damaged in a flood in 1913, the bridge now
sits in an Ashtabula County MetroPark along the south side
of Graham Road, near its original site, and is a single span
Town truss design. Relocated in 1972, it is no longer open to
vehicle traffic.

e The South Ridge Road Covered Bridge spanned the Con-
neaut Creek in Kingsville.

e In Kellogsville, there were four covered bridges over the
Ashtabula River within four miles of each other.

e The Pierpont Covered Bridge was north of Pierpont on
State Route 7.

e The Callender Road Covered Bridge, lost in the flood of
1913, spanned the Grand River near Rock Creek.

e The Muller Covered Bridge in Jefferson.

Ashtabula County

e A two-lane covered bridge was located on State Route 45
in Rock Creek; after a century it was replaced in 1948.

e The Old Route 7 Covered Bridge, over the Conneaut Creek
in what is now Conneaut, was built in 1867 and replaced in 1925.

e The Twin Covered Bridges of Farnham spanned the Con-
neaut Creek in what is now Conneaut.

e The Kelloggsville Covered Bridge spanned the Ashtabula
River south of Kelloggsville.

e The Prim’s Sawmill Covered Bridge.

e The Forman Road Covered Bridge in Eagleville (near
Austinburg) is now part of Covered Bridge Pizza in North
Kingsville and Andover. In 1974, the 123-foot Town lattice
structure, which had been built in 1862 was sold for $5, cut in
half, dismantled, and reassembled in the two locations.

e The Fobes Road Covered Bridge or Shaunghum Covered
Bridge was a 118-foot Town lattice structure that carried Fobes
Road over the Grand River in Ashtabula County, Ohio. Built
in 1911, the bridge was unique in that it was built without
abutments, but rather sat on wooden pilings. In the 1960s a
runaway truck struck the south portal of the bridge, causing
severe damage that forced the bridge’s permanent closure. In
May 1971, the bridge was deliberately burned by Ashtabula
County officials. WGCB No. 35-04-21.
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Certificates
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Service
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Catherine's Christmas

Season Runs through Dec. 24
Open for our 29th Season

See the 1000’s of ornaments, special gifts and beautiful decorations
displayed in this wonderful large century home! Filled from the floors
to the ceilings with many exciting themes & treasures around every
corner! A family destination you will want to visit year after year!

910 East Main St. (Rt. 20) » Geneva, OH

(1 mile east of Downtown Geneva)
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[ f] www.catherineschristmas.com
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e The Furnace Road Covered Bridge spanned Conneaut
Creek in Conneaut.

e The Crooked Gulf Covered Bridge was the first one one
to span the Ashtabula River.

e The Wayne Township Covered Bridge was on U.S. Route
322.

e The South Windsor or Old Plank Road Covered Bridge
carried South Windsor Road across the Grand River in Windsor
Township, Ashtabula County Ohio. Built in 1870, the 90-foot
Town lattice structure was destroyed by fire on the night of
October 2, 1970. The fire was determined to be an act of arson,
during which the perpetrator(s) piled tires within the bridge
and set them afire.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
A two-lane covered bridge was located on State Route 45 in Rock
Creek; after a century it was replaced in 1948.
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Covered bridges boost tourism in Ashtabula County
Having the longest and shortest covered bridges in the nation are a bonus

BY STEFANIE WESSELL
Gazette Newspapers

JEFFERSON - The covered bridges of Ashtabu-
la County are one of the biggest tourism draws
in the county - and not just during the annual
Ashtabula Covered Bridge Festival weekend.

People visit the covered bridges year round.

With 19 covered bridges, Ashtabula County has
the most public covered bridges of any county in
Ohio. With the help of signs along the way, people
take self-driven tours of the bridges throughout
any season of the year, whether it’s winter, spring,
summer or fall.

Whether they’re covered in snow, surrounded
by flowers in the spring or backdropped by fall
leaves, the covered bridges are just as beautiful.

And they’re always open.

The bridges also are part of the backdrop of
Ashtabula County, as people drive through them
to get to the wineries, museums and other tourism
destinations.

Having the Smolen-Gulf Bridge, the longest
covered bridge in the nation, and now the Liberty
Bridge, the smallest covered bridge in the nation, PHOTO BY WES CARTER
only enhances that. The Root Road Covered Bridge is just one of 19 bridges in the county.
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Jefferson church to host festival service

BY BOB ETTINGER
Gazette Newspapers

JEFFERSON - The Jefferson Church of the Nazarene is
taking its Sunday service on the road for the Ashtabula County
Covered Bridge Festival. To be more accurate, the church is
taking its service to the park.

“We're excited about it,” Jefferson Church of the Nazarene
Office Administrator Linda Masirovits said. “We’re telling
everybody that church is leaving the building. We’re going to
Giddings Park.”

Pastor Curtis Cecil will be hosting a service at the pavilion
in Giddings Park in Jefferson at 10 a.m. Oct. 9 as part of the
Covered Bridge Festival.

“People can dress casual,” Masirovits said. “It’s a very
casual, laid-back atmosphere for people to come and worship
with us.”

It will be the second time the church will take part in the
festival.

“I believe, last year, we were asked by the Covered Bridge
Festival Committee to do it,” Masirovits said. “I think we were
asked to do it again this year.

“Last year, he tied his message to the covered bridges,”
Masirovits said. “It’s not a full sermon. It will be more of a
devotional. We’ll also have a table set up and we'll be giving
away a lot of brochures and fliers about our ministries.”

Visitors can bring blankets or lawn chairs and sit on the
lawn for the service.

“It’s such a laid-back atmosphere,” Masirovits said. “It’s so
relaxed. I enjoy bringing a lawn chair and a cup of coffee or a
bottle of water to enjoy the service.”

The service will hold meaning.

“I don’t know ifit’s more meaningful,” Masirovits said. “But,
it will be meaningful. It will be something different and it will
be meaningful.”

The public is welcome to attend regardless of its church
affiliation.

“Anybody is welcome,” Masirovits said. “It’s a free event.
Last year (during the festival), we had free games and event
for families to participate in. We're trying to be a church that’s
out in the community and not just inside the four walls of our
building. It’s just a lot of fun.”

Participating has special meaning for Masirovits, who has
participated in the festival since its inception.

“T worked 30 years in the Ashtabula County Engineer’s
office,” Masirovits said. “My husband worked there 40 years.
We'’ve been involved in the festival since the very first one. It’s
extra special for me to be able to do this.”

The church is just as excited as Masirovits is to be involved
in the festival.

“I can’t say enough about how excited we are to be doing
this and to be taking our church out of those four walls and
into the community,” Masirovits said.
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The Mechanicsville Covered Bridge
is a piece of Ashtabula County history

BY GABRIEL MCVEY
Gazette Newspapers

AUSTINBURG TOWNSHIP - The covered bridges in
Ashtabula County are a big draw for visitors and locals alike,
with their folksy, rural charm as well as their history, and
the Mechanicsville Covered Bridge has as much history as
any other bridge in the county.

The bridge is thought to be the oldest in Ashtabula County,
with the current span dating to 1867. It’s 156 feet long and
was built with the Howe truss design. The arch on the bridge
is made of 15 layers of timber and is encased in heavy beams,
making up the supports in the design.

The first settlers in the area used Native American game
trails to navigate what was then a densely forested region.
These trailblazers slashed trees along the path to mark the
way for those who followed.

Later wagon trails were cut in with girdled trees marking
the way, thus we have road names such as “Girdled Road.”

These trails led to the best natural river crossings, usually
fords in areas with shallow water and slow currents. One of
the best fords over the Grand River was at what came to be
known as Mechanicsville, near a well-known area where Na-
tive Americans would portage their canoes and goods.

Settlers who came to these fords would rest and, at some
point, someone built a shelter in the area. There was an area
upstream of where the bridge now stands where the water
was deep enough and the current strong enough for a mill
around 1800.

Later, a rope-guided was ferry put in to allow for an easier
crossing as traffic increased. The mills in the area and the
timber they shipped out required a better method of crossing,
and the covered bridge was built in 1867.

The bridge was constructed on site and hauled into place.
A sawmill was built close by to cut the planks from local
timbers that went into the bridge’s construction.

The bridge survived the Great Flood of 1913, but the road
washed out at both ends of the bridge, making it unusable.
Local farmers teamed up to fill in the area and make the
bridge usable again. The bridge was raised six additional
feet to make it better able to withstand any future flooding.

Over the years, and especially with the introduction of
automobiles, the bridge began to take a beating. At some point
the bridge was closed to traffic and Mechanicsville Road was
rerouted from just west of the bridge to just east and north
across a new bridge.

In 1996, piers were installed under the dilapidated bridge to
shore it up until funds could be gotten to rehabilitate the bridge.
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In 2003 and 2004, a renovation project to bring the Mechan-
icsville Covered Bridge back to its former glory was launched,
funded by a $400,000 federal Transportation Enhancement
Fund grant. This project was part of an overall effort to restore
the oldest covered bridges in the county. Mechanicsville was
restored along with Wiswell Road Covered Bridge.

Work crews encountered some difficulties when debris

floating in the river struck the scaffolding workers were us-
ing, but the renovations were complete by May, 2004. Over
100 spectators turned up from all over the county to see
the Mechanicsville Road Covered Bridge rededicated and
reopened to traffic.

The Mechanicsville Road Covered Bridge is located at 1153
Mechanicsville Rd. in Austinburg Township.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Mechanicsville
Road Covered
Bridge in Austinburg
Township is the
oldest in Ashtabula
County.
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Benetka Road bridge offers beauty

BY BOB ETTINGER
Gazette Newspapers

SHEFFIELD TOWNSHIP — Few settings in the modern
world have an ability to transport a person back in time. Shef-
field Township, however, boasts one such place.

Located at 4500 Benetka Road, the Benetka Road covered
bridge, built in 1900, has an idyllic setting.

“That’s probably part of its charm,” Ashtabula County
Covered Bridge Festival Director Ginger Whitehead said. “It’s
probably the dirt road and the bend in the road at one end. I
know some people definitely (think it’s idyllic).”

“It’s one of the favorite old ones,” Whitehead continued.
“The setting is a good one and there’s a swimming hole there.”

The Benetka Road bridge spans the Ashtabula River and is
a single-span Town truss design, with laminated arches added
during its renovation in 1985.

“It’s actually my favorite bridge,” Whitehead said. “It’s just
because of the setting.”

Sheffield was first known as East Matherson, named after
Samuel Mather, but was renamed by the first justice of the
peace, John Greggs. In the mid-19th century, a water powered
saw, grist and flour mill was located near the site of the bridge.

Visitors can spend a bit of time enjoying the bridge during
a visit to the township.

“It has a parking area, so there’s a place to pull off,” White-
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FRAMED
ov MAIN

L 'uc

Custom ‘framing

e Custom Framing ¢ Mat Cutter
» X-Stitch » Shadow Box
Mon-Fri 10-5  Sat 9-2 - 440-536-4017
4533 Main Ave. ¢ Ashtabula, Ohio L

framedonmain@gmail.com « www.framedonmain.net

head said. “They can stay a while and really enjoy the bridge.”
Many visitors often talk about brushes with wildlife, adding
to the beauty of the bridge, while visiting the bridge, depending
on the time of year.
“Most of the ones who come through say they thought it
was pretty,” Whitehead said. “Quite often, they’ll say there
was wildlife around.”

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Located at 4500 Benetka Road, the Benetka Road covered bridge,
built in 1900, has an idyllic setting.
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STARS OF THE SHOW
Ashtabula Countg’s
Covered Bridges

1. Netcher Road Covered Bridge

The Netcher Road Covered Bridge features neo-
Victorian design with a timber arch and inverted Haupt
walls. It was built in 1999. It is 110 feet long, 22 feet wide
and features a clearance of 14 feet, 6 inches. It is east of
Jefferson off Route 307 off S. Denmark Rd.

2. South Denmark Road
Covered Bridge
Built in 1890, the South Denmark Road Covered

Bridge spans Mill Creek and was bypassed in 1975. It is
on the south side of S. Denmark Road, east of Route 11.
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STARS OF THE SHOW Ashtabula Countq’s Covered Bridges

9. Caine Road Covered Bridge

This bridge was built in 1986 in honor of Ashtabula
County’s 175th anniversary. It was the first Pratt Truss
bridge built in Ohio and is one of only five in the state. It

has a clearance of 15 feet.

4. Graham Road Covered Bridge

The Graham Road bridge was built in 1913 from
remnants of a bridge washed downstream in a flood.
It is currently by-passed, so travel by vehicle across
it is not possible. It sits on property belonging to

Ashtabula County Metroparks.
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STARS OF THE SHOW Ashtabula Countq,s Covered Bridges

B. Root Road Covered Bridge

The Root Road bridge was built in 1868 and reno-
vated in 1982-83. It is 114 feet long with a 10-foot,
6-inch clearance. It features Town Lattice design.
Root Road is east of Stanhope-Kellogsville Road.

©. Middle Road Covered Bridge

Middle Road Bridge was constructed in 1868 and recon-
structed in 1984. It is 136 feet long and has a clearance of
11 feet. The bridge is east of State Route 7 and south of
South Ridge Road.
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STARS OF THE SHOW Ashtabula Countg’s Covered Bridges

7. State Road Covered Bridge

The State Road bridge was built in 1983 as the
first “new” covered bridge constructed in the
county. It has Town Lattice design and clearance of
16 feet, 2 inches.

&. Creek Road Covered Bridge

The Creek Road Covered Bridge was renovated in
1994. Its construction date is unknown. It sits 25 feet above
Conneaut Creek and features Town Lattice design. It has
a clearance of 9-feet, 3-inches. Creek Road runs east of
Keefus Road, south off Route 20, in Conneaut.
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STARS OF THE SHOW Ashtabula County s Covered Bridges

9. Benetka Road Covered Bridge

The Benetka Road bridge was built in the early 1900s.
It is 138 feet long and has a clearance of 11-feet, 6-inches.
The laminated arch was added during the renovation of
1985. It is on Benetka Road, which is off SR 193 north of
Gageville-Monroe Rd.

10. Olin Covered Bridge

The Olin Covered Bridge is the only bridge named after
a family. It was built in 1873 and features Town Lattice
design. Itis 115 feet long and has a clearance of 10 feet. It
is on Dewey Road, east of Dibble Road,which is north of
Plymouth Ridge Road.
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STARS OF THE SHOW Ashtabula Countg’s Covered Bridges

11. Smolen-Gulf Covered Bridge

The Smolen Gulf Covered Bridge was built during 2007-
2008 and carries State Road across the Ashtabula River at
the Plymouth and Ashtabula Township line. At 613 feet
in length, it is the longest covered bridge in the United
States. The bridge is named after former Ashtabula County
Engineer John Smolen

New Location Coming Soon!

LOCALLY SOURCED BEEF, CHICKEN, PORK
CUSTOM CUTTING * FULL LINE DELI

440-548-1018
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12.Giddings Road Covered Bridge

The Giddings Road bridge was built in 1995, east
of SR 46 south of Griggs Rd. It is 107 feet long and has
a clearance of 15 feet, 6 inches. It was built with Pratt
Truss construction.
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STARS OF THE SHOW Ashtabula Countq,s Covered Bridges

12. Doyle Road Covered Bridge

Doyle Road Bridge was built in 1868 on Doyle
Road, east of Jefferson off SR 307. It has a clearance of
11 feet, 4 inches. It was rededicated in 1987 following
the addition of a laminated arch. It is 94 feet long and
features Town Lattice design.

14. The Liberty Covered Bridge

Dedicated in 2011, the Liberty Covered Bridge carries
West Liberty Street across Cowles Creek in Geneva. At 18
feet, it has been called the shortest covered bridge in the
United States. It was built with the help of students at the
Ashtabula County Joint Vocational School.

JENNIFER JARROD JACE MARY STACY
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Jim Hofstetter
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STARS OF THE SHOW Ashtabula Countq,s Covered Bridges

15. Harpersfield Covered Bridge

The Harpersfield Bridge built in 1868 is 228 feet
long. It has a clearance of 12 feet and is built with
Howe Truss construction. It is listed on the National
Register of Historic Places.

16. Mechanicsville Covered Bridge

The Mechanicsville bridge was built in 1867 and is
believed to be the oldest covered bridge in the county.
It is 156-feet long and has a clearance of 8 feet, al-
though it is currently by-passed.

GATEWAY

BAIT & TACKLE
6517 State Route 85
Andover
~ Open Year-Round ~

Phone - 440-293-7227
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STARS OF THE SHOW Ashtabula Countq,s Covered Bridges

17. Riverdale Covered Bridge

The Riverdale Bridge was built in 1874, with the
floor rebuilt in 1983. The abutment was replaced in
1987. It has an 8-foot clearance. Riverdale Road is
west of State Route 45, just past Camp Beaumont, in
Austinburg.

16. Windsor Covered Bridge

The Windsor Covered Bridge was built in 1867.
The Town Lattice-designed bridge sits atop sand-
stone from a nearby quarry. It is listed in the Nation-
al Register of Historic Places. It is south of SR 322 on
Warner Hollow.
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STARS OF THE SHOW Ashtabula County s Covered Bridges

19. The Riverview Covered FPedestrian Bridge

A wooden Pratt truss covered bridge built beneath the truss design, like the Smolen-Gulf Bridge, and was designed
Smolen-Gulf Bridge, completed in 2016. The pedestrian by Smolen Engineering. It sits below Smolen Bridge in
covered bridge is 150 feet long and 14 feet wide. Itisa Pratt ~ Indian Trails Park. It was dedicated on Oct. 4, 2016.

TRIPLE M
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Want to volunteer at the
Covered Bridge Festival?

The Ashtabula County Covered Bridge Festival Committee
is scheduling volunteers for the festival. If you would like to
help with set up on Friday, Oct 7, or with handing out maps
and information or working in the souvenir booth on Saturday
or Sunday, please call the office. The shifts are 9:30 a.m. - 1
p-m. and 1-5 p.m. for souvenir and info booth workers. The
office number is 440-576-3769.

A poem written for you...

Ashtabula County Covered Bridge Festival
In Ashtabula County
As leaves begin to fall,
And waves lap on Lake Erie’s shore,
October shouts a call.
Come drive down some country roads
At an unhurried clip,
And see 19 covered bridges
On an awesome weekend trip.
Ashtabula County holds
A festival each year
To share its wooden treasures
With folks from far and near.
Listen! From yesterday you'll hear
A horse’s clippity-clop
On a covered wooden bridge
As fall leaves begin to drop.
Every bridge has a story
With its own place in the sun.
Come to Ashtabula County
For some Festival fun!

- Written by Dorothy Sarna Saurer, former Jefferson
resident now living in Southern California.

Simak

TRUCKING & EXCAVATING, INC.
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Pickup e Delivery
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3052 E. Center Street
P.O. Box 599
North Kingsville, OH 44068

(440) 224-1992
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who have never done it before,” Coy said.

The department will also sell other items as a fundraiser.

“We’ll have a bake sale and a hoagie sale,” Coy said.

Visitors from all over northeast Ohio and even Canada
will visit the State Road bridge.

“A lot of people come from Cleveland and Columbus,”
Coy said. “We even had a couple of them from Canada last
year. People travel from all over for the Covered Bridge
Festival. It’s pretty neat.”

The fire department will also have one of its trucks at
the site for phot opportunities or tours for children.

“Right now, we'’re in the process of trying to start a fire
district with Sheffield Township,” Coy said. “We’re just
starting out. There will be photo ops in front of the truck.
We’ll have one truck out there, that way if we have a call,
we can go out.”

Coy isn’t sure on the number of visitors to expect, but he
knows a number of them will make their way to the bridge.

“I don’t have a number to throw out there,” Coy said. “I
think the first year we sold right around 50 hot dogs, but
people also came in just to take pictures of the bridge and
didn’t even talk to us. We also had 200 hoagies the last
couple of years and we sold out on those. People will come
down just to buy hoagies. The hoagie sale is actually Oct.
7. It just falls that we make them all together so we have
them to sell for donations.”

The festival is a good way for the department to connect
with the community.

“We enjoy meeting different people,” Coy said. “It’s just
nice to reach out and see the different people come through.
We get to show off the truck to the little kids if they want
to sit inside it or have us turn on the lights for them.”

About the State Road Covered Bridge

When the State Road Covered Bridge was built in 1983,
the county saw the return of one of many of the covered
bridges that used to dot the landscape, since lost to time,
flood fire and plain wear and tear.

The covered bridge spanning Conneaut Creek in Monroe
Township is a single span, Town truss design. Constructed
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0f 97,000 board-feet of southern pine and oak, it features a
4-foot-tall window which extends the length of the bridge.

State Road Bridge should not to be confused with a cov-
ered bridge on another State Road in the county, Smolen-
Gulf Bridge in Plymouth Township.

The dedication of the bridge in 1983 was the forerunner
of the Ashtabula County Covered Bridge Festival. It is lo-
cated about four miles east-southeast of North Kingsville.

State Road was the first wooden covered bridge con-
structed in the county since the turn of the 20th Century.
It was the first covered bridge designed and built by then-
County Engineer John Smolen, Jr.

The original covered bridge at the site was built in 1831
by Ira Benton and David Niles for a cost of $100. The bridge
stood until 1898. Whether it was lost to a flood or simply
wore out, no one is certain and records don’t specify the
reason for its replacement with an iron bridge.

The effort during the early 1980s to replace the then-
83-year-old iron bridge, itself built to replace the original
covered bridge, was a “pet project” of County Commissioner
Alfred Mackey. The bridge was built with CETA (Compre-
hensive Education Training Act) funds. A grant of $200,000
went toward construction — about 20 percent more than a
conventional concrete bridge.

Construction of the State Road Covered Bridge was billed
at the time as an economic stimulus that would provide jobs
for unemployed local workers. The nation was just begin-
ning to emerge from a lengthy recession in 1983. The area
had seen upwards of an 18.7 percent unemployment rate
during the downturn.

Building the bridge was a labor-intensive project.
Construction drew sightseers to the area throughout the
summer and fall before it opened, with an estimated 300
people a week turning out to watch the bridge go up and
take pictures.

The bridge was built on dry land at the site and then
moved across the river on a temporary I-beam structure.
Rollers and winches moved the bridge into place before the
structure was moved onto its abutments in October, 1983.

Ceremonies marking the bridge’s dedication were held
on Nov. 9, 1983. A large crowd of about 2,500 people at-
tended the opening of the bridge. The dedication marked
the beginning of preparations to establish the Ashtabula
County Covered Bridge Festival the following year.

The State Road Covered Bridge is located at 5899 State
Rd., in Monroe Township.

RAYMOND
BUILDERSGUPPLY z

(440) 942-9384

(440) 466-4470

E-mail: greg@raymond
builderssupply.com

COMPLETE LINE OF GREG WRIGHT
MASONRY MATERIALS
CONCRETE SPECIALITY 4680 North Ridge East
PRODUCTS

P.O. Box 61
Geneva, Ohio 44041

Website: www.raymondbuilderssupply.com




2022 Ashiabulo Cownty Covered Buidge Testival,

From
Page

GRAHAM %

“It’s the perfect place to have homecoming pictures
taken,” Culp said.

This marks the first year the festival will reach the
Graham Road bridge.

“Because this is our first year doing this, we're not
quite sure what else we could get together,” Culp said.
“Both groups hosting it are quite small. We know people
enjoy food. We’re not geared up to do a lot out there this
year. We’re not sure what people want or how many will
show up.”

The festival had not been hosted on Graham Road in the
past for a very simple reason.

“It was just a matter of the two groups not getting
together,” Culp said. “Neither of the groups had enough
members to do it by themselves. It just worked out for us
this year.”

Culp is happy the groups did come together.

“It was just neighbors getting together,” Culp said. “It’s
a positive thing in Pierpont. It’s people getting together
to do this.”

Celebrating bridges like the Graham Road bridge is
important.

“People don’t realize the beauty in the old bridges,”
Culp said. “A lot of times, we don’t think of how beautiful
they are.”
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from the past will be available,” Whitehead said. “For example, the
Smolen-Gulf Bridge one will be available at Smolen-Gulf Bridge. The
T-shirts will be available at the Giddings Park festival and at the
Creek Road festival, or through the office and website.”

The ornaments and T-shirts have become traditions, though the
T-shirts have been done longer.

“We just started the ornaments six years ago,” Whitehead said.
“We've been doing the T-shirts for 38 years now.”

The festival committee was looking for a new way to raise money
while also promoting the bridges and festival. It seemed to be a
good fit.

“We were looking for something new and different to do as a col-
lector’s item,” Whitehead said. “Somebody had mentioned Christmas
ornaments, so we decided to go with it. This company was a good fit.
Eventually, people will have all 19 bridges.”

The ornaments are a high-quality collector’s item.

“They’re made by Beacon Design,” Whitehead said. “They make
the Whitehouse ornaments. They’re two-dimensional and they’re cool.”

The committee releases one new ornament every year.

“The main thing is they’re a pretty expensive thing to buy, so we
can only do one per year,” Whitehead said.

Celebrating the festival through Christmas ornaments is unique.

“It’s pretty special,” Whitehead said. “Selling souvenirs is what
helps us keep the festival office open all year. We like that people
look forward to getting the next year’s ornament.”

the festival. She will have merchandise for sale such as calen-
dars, postcards and Christmas ornaments. The proceeds from
these sales will go back to the Covered Bridge Committee to
help pay for the event.

Sue Ellen Foote, executive director of the Geneva Area
Chamber of Commerce, said the West Liberty Covered Bridge
is “just a nice touristy thing.”

“People will come through, drive through it and take pic-
tures,” she said.

And it’s good for business.

She said people passing through Geneva on the tour of all
the covered bridges stop at places like Scribblers and the Old
Mill Winery in town.

During the festival, look for all the activity in the parking
lot next to the bridge, by the toll house.

Everyone will be on hand at the bridge the whole time of
the festival.

Those wanting to see the unique bridge can stop on by.

“It is a nice little icon, especially in the wine country,”
Gray said.

Ginger Whitehead, director of the festival, said the West
Liberty Street Covered Bridge is nice. She liked how students
from A-Tech helped build it.

“It’s a really nice spot because there’s a big parking lot
there,” she added. “They have plenty of room to spread out.”
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all the X braces, those are from 1862.”

According to Ashtabula County Metroparks, the bridge was
constructed in 1868, a steel span was added in 1913 and the
bridge was renovated in 1991-92.

The information from Metroparks notes the double-span
Howe truss bridge is one of currently 16 drivable covered
bridges in the county. At 228 feet, it’s the third longest covered
bridge in Ohio.

Severino said it will be a while before the trusses are put
back.

He said the steel portion of the bridge will also be taken
down by another company.

“They’re going to go through that piece by piece by piece, and
that’s going to get galvanized and put right back up,” he said.

The Ashtabula County Commissioners accepted a bid of
$6,057,260.50 for the project back in March.

According to a previously published article in the Gazette,
funding for the project is from Motor Vehicle Gas Tax funds,
federal (80 percent) and an Ohio Public Works Commission
grant and loan.

“It’s a big project,” said Tom Partridge, chief deputy engineer
with the Ashtabula County Engineer’s Office said previously.
“It is not scheduled to be complete until Dec. 31, 2023...1t’1l
be two construction seasons.”

The bridge will be closed the entire time, he said.

Sue Ellen Foote, executive director of the Geneva Area
Chamber of Commerce, said the Harpersfield Covered Bridge
will be missed this year during the festival, especially for those
wanting to tour all the bridges and take photos.

“They’re just going to get a construction site this year,”
she said.

PHOTO BY ERIC HRIN
There’s empty space here where the Harpersfield Covered Bridge
once began. It’'s now been disassembled as part of a rehabilitation
project.
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wood to cover an entire football field at a thickness of 13 inches.

The bridge cost just under $7.8 million to build and features
walkways along both sides. It’s constructed of four, 15-foot sec-
tions of Douglas fir resting on concrete abutments and three
concrete piers. It rises nearly 100 feet above the gorge formed
by the Ashtabula River, carrying traffic across the boundary
between Ashtabula and Plymouth townships.

Below the Smolen-Gulf Bridge is the Riverview Bridge, a
150-foot-long, 14-foot-wide pedestrian bridge completed in
2016. A visitor’s pavilion was built on the south side of the
bridge in 2010.

Proceeds from hosting the bridge will go to East Plymouth
Grange for the restoration of the organization’s meeting hall, a
century building put up by founding members with help from
some contractors.

The Grange Hall in Plymouth Township was funded by the
sale of a quilt and put up by the group’s founding members —
including Hodges’ grandparents — but is in need of some work.

“We are currently working on restoring the building,” she
said. “Typically, we used the money for community service but
we really need the building fixed.”

East Plymouth Grange was founded in 1901 by farmers in
the township who banded together to help serve the commu-
nity, socialize and to advocate for agriculture. The grange hall,
located at 1199 Carson Road, was built in 1915. Membership
is open to anyone in the community, simply ask a member.

“Pretty Woman goes over good,” he said. He noted the audi-
ence also likes “Play that Funky Music” and “Sunspot Baby.”
He noted that the audience is enthusiastic when the band plays.

“We love it when the crowds get into it,” he said.

According to Lambert, the band will be doing a lot of practic-
ing to get ready for the show.

Festival-goers will also be able to help out veterans at the
concert.

Lambert said the band will set up a tip jar in front of the
stage with all proceeds going to Feed Our Vets Ashtabula.

They’ve been doing the charitable effort this year.

As a result of the fundraiser, the band donated $1,283 to
Feed Our Vets during the concert at Rotary Pavilion this sum-
mer in Geneva.

And they keep on going.

They’ve already collected about $1,500 more, with the goal of
raising $2,000 for Feed Our Vets, which will be donated to the
organization when the band plays Oct. 29 at the Geneva VFW.

“We’re huge supporters of our veterans because we know
without them, we wouldn’t be doing what we do,” he said. He
came up with the idea just before Memorial Day.

The response from the public has been enthusiastic.

“People are phenomenal when we tell them what we’re
doing,” he said.

“We enjoy them,” Ginger Whitehead, director of the festival,
said of the band.
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can be more easily moved and displayed in Giddings Park for
the Covered Bridge Festival.

Come and see the history of Ashtabula County. Much of the
county has history in farming, and many of these engines we’ll
be showing off were used as old farming water pumps and the
such. Many of them are from the 1920s and 1930s, before there
was electricity available to power the pumps, the farmers and
industry in general had to use steam engines such as the ones
we’ll have on display.”

Seifert also talks about the antique tractors that the engine
club will have on display for the Covered Bridge Festival.

“The kids love the old tractors,” he said. “They love to sit
on them and pretend to drive them. They’re all really neat,

and some of them look brand new thanks to the care they've
received from members of the engine club.”

“The engines will be operating at the park during the
Covered Bridge Festival,” Seifert said. “People can see what
we would have used in the 1920s and 1930s to complete farm
tasks.”

Ifhistory lessons are what you’re after, the Antique Engine
Club members will be present to answer questions and give
a little bit of history on their engines present at the Covered
Bridge Festival.

“We’ll be available to answer any of your questions,” said
Seifert. “Or, if you just want to talk about the 100-year-old
engines that’s perfectly fine, too. There will be somebody from
the engine club that’ll be eager to talk about their engine.”

“We at the Ashtabula County Antique Engine Club enjoy
the Covered Bridge Festival,” Seifert said. “It’s a fun event, and
it’s a chance for us to display our engines to the public during
this fun, family event. Come and see some of our history at the
Covered Bridge Festival this October.”
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restaurants. At each event, King reaches out to teach people
about one of our greatest presidents.

“I just share what I have read as though I am talking with
a friend,” he said.

Though he is now older than Lincoln was when the president
was assassinated, King still manages to “make his hair look

younger” and pass for Lincoln, even when he is not in costume.

“When I am in everyday clothing someone will come up to
me and say ‘did anyone ever tell you you look like Lincoln? I
tell them, ‘I have been accused and found guilty!” King said.

Be sure to watch for Abraham Lincoln strolling the grounds
of the Covered Bridge Festival from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday,
Oct. 8, and 12-4 p.m. Sunday, Oct.

9. You will get a chance to shake hands, take a picture and
learn more about the president who saved our country.

If you want more information about John King and other
presidential re-enactors, visit wemadehistory.com.
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Netcher Rd. Bridge is hosted by the Ashtabula County
Humane Society. They will have walking tacos, crafts, baked
goods, Humane Society calendars and shirts for sale. Come out
and meet the Humane Society group. Great people, animals
and lots of goodies! Stop by and say hello.

Olin Bridge is hosted by the Ashtabula Dream Center.
They will have a baked goods, coffee and water for sale, and
a fall wreath raffle. The Dream Center is a soup kitchen/ food
pantry with many other programs to offer. Their mission for
the past 21 years has been to help the community restore bro-
ken lives, families and dreams. The Olin’s Museum of Covered
Bridges will be open over the weekend also.

Riverdale Rd. Bridge is hosted by the Sheffield Target
Masters 4-H club.

Root Rd. Bridge is hosted by the Ashtabula Aktion Club
and the Ashtabula County Board of Developmental Disabili-
ties. They will be offering walking tacos and other good things
to eat. The Aktion Club (a service organization for adults with
disabilities) will be tempting you with a bake sale.

S. Denmark Bridge will be hosted by The Allegheny Chap-
ter of the Gold Panners’ Association who will be teaching how
to pan for gold, showing and selling equipment for panning.

Smolen Gulf Bridge is hosted by East Plymouth Grange.
Troop 11 Kingsville Boy Scout Troop will be selling popcorn
and will be accepting donations for the Greater Cleveland
Food Bank.

State Road Bridge is hosted by the Monroe Township Fire
Department. They will have a fire to cook hot dogs and s’mores
(rent the cooking stick). They will have pop and apple cider to
drink and will also be selling their hoagies.

Wiswell Rd. (Windsor Mills) Bridge is open this year.

ERIE gt

“We're all mainly from Ashtabula, with five out of six band
members hailing from there,” said Sesco. “We are really look-
ing forward to the Covered Bridge Festival, it’s a great place
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to play and we usually have a lot of fun performing there.
People are also always so receptive to our performances. It’s
a great festival.”

For more information on the Erie Heights Brass Ensemble,
visit their Facebook Page at https://www.facebook.com/Erie-
Heights-Brass-Ensemble-135324233173393 or their YouTube
Channel at https://www.youtube.com/user/erieheightsbrass.
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