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arina was born and raised in Monterrey, Mexico. She
Kis a proud board member of Latinas Network and a
part-time Resident Artist through the City of Roanoke’s
Artist in Residence Program. She has led numerous paint
nights, participated in community art projects, and even
served as the creative coordinator for the first Dia de los
Muertos celebration at the Taubman Museum, a
collaboration between the museum and Latinas Network.
Karina also showcases her vibrant artwork at Star MailHub
and More, a local gift shop featuring her unique pieces.

But Karina’s deep involvement in the community didn’t
happen overnight, it was the result of a quiet journey of
self-discovery. When she first arrived in Roanoke, she
introduced herself as a stay-at-home mom. Over time,
however, she rediscovered her passion for painting and
gradually transformed into a local artist and dedicated
volunteer, using her creativity to give back and inspire
others. This is her story of transformation.
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From Curiosity to Connection:
Karina’s Journey of Purpose in
a New City

In 2020, Karina’s husband was offered a temporary job
in Roanoke, Virginia. With plans to stay only 3 years, she
and her family packed their bags and prepared for a
short-term move abroad. However, shortly after
arriving, the COVID-19 pandemic hit, making it difficult
for them to fully experience everything Roanoke had to
offer. It wasn’t until 2021, once her child was fully
enrolled in school and her husband had returned to
work, that Karina began adjusting to life as a full-time
stay-at-home mom.

At first, being new to the city, she enjoyed having time
for herself and started to venture out by going to the
gym, sightseeing, shopping, exploring Roanoke, and
catching up on her favorite series after tending to her
home and family. But that sense of novelty faded
quickly. Karina soon realized that while those activities
were enjoyable, she was missing something deeper—a
sense of purpose, something meaningful that could help
her feel fulfilled and accomplished. That’s when she
decided to begin her journey as a volunteer.

She first began volunteering with the Rescue Mission
of Roanoke and the Local Colors of Western VA
organization, where she found joy in giving back and
connecting with others. Driven by a deep curiosity and
a desire to become more involved in the community,









