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1 DID YOU KNOW…Luke wrote that Peter and the apostles, when 

interrogated by the high priest, answered, “We must obey God rather than 
men.”
Acts 5:27-29—When they had brought them, they had them stand before the 
Council.  The high priest interrogated them, saying, “We gave you strict orders not
to continue teaching in this name, and yet, you have filled Jerusalem with your 
teaching and intend to bring this Man’s blood upon us.”  But Peter and the 
apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men…” (NASB20)
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2 DID YOU KNOW…Jesus said to Pilate that his authority came from above.
John 19:11—Jesus answered, “You would have no authority over Me, unless it had
been given you from above; for this reason he who delivered Me up to you has the 
greater sin.” (NASB20)
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3 DID YOU KNOW…Paul wrote in Romans 13:1 that all authority is from God 
and is established by God.
Romans 13:1—Let every person be in subjection to the governing authorities.  For 
there is no authority except from God, and those which exist are established by 
God. (NASB20)
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4 DID YOU KNOW…The Declaration of Independence gives we the people the 
authority to oversee our government.
www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript 
Paragraph 2—“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.—That to secure these 
rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the 
consent of the governed.”
It seems God Our Father has given us, His People, the authority to oversee our 
government, presumably at all levels: federal, state, town, and local boards.
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5 DID YOU KNOW…In the time of Jesus, the governance for the community 
was the sects of the day; Jesus, engaged with the politics of His day, was affected 
by, and often in conflict with, these sects, which ultimately facilitated His 
Crucifixion.
www.smp.org : Search for “Political and Religious Structure in Jesus’ Time.” (To 
find this article, you need to include capitalizations and quotation marks.) 
“…In this article we look at topics of the structure of the Jewish sects,…In Jesus’ 
time…three groups were particularly influential…the Sadducees, the Pharisees, and
the Essenes….In ancient Judaism there was not sharp distinction between religion 
and politics.  All three groups were concerned not only with religious behavior but 
also with the political issues of their day.”
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6 DID YOU KNOW…The phrase, “separation of church and state” was not to 
keep the church out of the government, but to keep the government out of the 
church.
www.Wikipedia.org, search for “Separation of church and state.”  Scroll down to 
“Jefferson and the Bill of Rights.”
Jefferson used the phrase in a letter in 1802 which includes, “...that their legislature 
should ‘make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof;’ thus building a wall of separation between Church and State.”
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7 DID YOU KNOW…The inability to handle conflicts within our fellowships 
could be part of the reason we do not openly and comfortably discuss policies.
James 4:1-2—What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you?  Is the 
source not your pleasures that wage war in your body’s parts?  You lust and do not
have, so you commit murder.  And you are envious and cannot obtain, so you fight 
and quarrel.  You do not have because you do not ask. (NASB20)

DID YOU KNOW…We have found a fact-based, Centrist approach to be 
helpful in navigating policies, dispelling the competition of opinion, and 
emotions, and allowing a more peaceful exchange of information.
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8 DID YOU KNOW…Megan Basham in her book Shepherds for Sale: How 
Evangelical Leaders Traded the Truth for a Leftist Agenda, documents how
the American church has, essentially, been politically silenced.
Amazon.com—“Megan Basham…documents how progressive powerbrokers—
from George Soros, to the founder of eBay, to former members of the Obama 
administration—set out to change the American church...to co-opt evangelicals for 
political purposes….”
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9 To access the links on this page, go to FreedomFocus.info.
At the top, click on Freedom Teams and select “Church,’  then download the PDF.
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