
A SHORT HISTORY OF NISEI LOUNGE WRIGLEYVILLE’S OLDEST BAR The Nisei Lounge has been serving neighborhood residents and baseball fans at this location since at least early 1951.  It is believed to be the Wrigleyville 

neighborhood’s oldest continuously operated tavern.  This was long before the neighborhood was known as ‘Wrigleyville’.
 When you pull up a bar stool, and lift a cold beer at the Nisei Lounge (pronounced ‘Knee Say’ and also happens to  rhyme with “Hey Hey”) you are joining 

generations of Chicagoans and baseball fans who came before you to have a cold beer or a cocktail at the Nisei.
 Nisei Lounge was founded at 3439 North Sheffield in early 1951 by local Japanese-Americans residents so they would have a place to gather and socialize.  There 

was a large japanese-american community in the Lakeview neighborhood in the years after World War II.  The word ‘Nisei’ is the japanese word for second generation 

japanese-americans born in the States.  Tavern history says that  World War 2 Nisei veterans of the US Army’s highly decorated Japanese-American 442nd Regiment were 

regulars in the decades after it opened.
	 When the Nisei Lounge opened at 3439 North Sheffield, the Cubs were only six years removed from their 1945 World Series appearance.  Since the start of the 1951 

baseball season, the Chicago Cubs have played over 9000 games and win, lose, or rain delay baseball fans have been stopping into Nisei Lounge after games for almost 60 

years.  History is a little less clear on which baseball players might have had a beer at Nisei Lounge over the years but we like to think there have been a few over the years.

	 In 1989 the original Nisei owners decided to retire and sold the business, but new owners Scott and Mike retained the name and continued to welcome old customers 

and new friends to Nisei Lounge.  In 2010 the Nisei Lounge began a new chapter when it was sold to a group of friends who had just lost out to the Ricketts family by a few 

hundred million dollars short in their own attempt to buy the Cubs earlier that year. When they were handed the keys on April 1st, 2010 the new owners cleaned up a little, added a new TV or two, and agreed to accept credit cards for the first time in 

the bar’s history.  Otherwise the Nisei Lounge remains Wrigleyville’s oldest continuously operating tavern and endures much as it has for almost six decades, welcoming 

neighbors, baseball fans, and friends both old and new.

Thanks for visiting Wrigleyville’s oldest tavern and come back soon... because Nisei Lounge will be here.
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THE LAST WORD ON NISEI LOUNGE’S AGE.
FIRST APPEARANCE IN PHONE BOOK
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AS NISEI APPROACHED IT’S 60th ANNIVERSARY, IT WAS EVEN 

PRONOUNCED DEAD.  IN PRINT.  REPEATEDLY.  BUT NISEI LOUNGE ABIDES.

Nisei Lounge’s entry in ‘100 Historic Bars of 
Chicago’ by Sean Parnell

Judging by this label in the Nisei’s 
cellar - fresh, cold beer has been a 

priority at the bar since 1951


