Nisei Lounge’s entry in ‘100 Historic Bars of
Chicago’ by Sean Parnell

146 HISTORIC BARS OF CHICAGO

O
NISEI LOUNGE

3439 N. Sheffield Ave. (3500N, 1000W)

Chicago IL, 60657

(773) 525-0557
CNS B WD
Webnite None
Neighborhood Wrigleyville
Open "til & Cover 2am (Sam Sat). never & cover
Drrinks %0 bottded bary including Asahi
Food Nowme, Matsuya around corner for sushi
Munic A jukebox ke, on-demand WXRT
Bar Type Neighborhood Tavern, Japanese Pub

An island in a sca of sports bars, the Nisci Lounge is 2
Wrigleywille oddity: a quiet neighborhood bar with a unique
characrer. With every bar in a three-block radius bursting ar the
seams with drunken fans after a Cubs game, it's as though Nisel
resides in a paralled universe, unnoticed or forgotten as dust

drifts in the rays of sunlight occasionally breaking through the

tinted appliqué on the picture windows. The bar was named
for the Nisei, o “lost generation™ of American-born children of
Japanese immigrants (the Jed). During World War II, almost
all of these Amcrican citizens were imprisoned in Japancse
internment camps. Once released, many Isc moved 1o
Chicago, numbering 20,000 by the mid-1950s sccond only in
the U.S. to New York City. Today, the Nisei Lounge is 2
reminder that it wasa't 1o long ago that Japanese Americans
were viewed with scrutiny, and this was one of the oaly places
where they could congregate safely in public. The tavern first

opened ar € Lirk and Division in 1950 by Kaunch Hirabayashi
and moved to lts present location in 1958, Scoet Mastin, owner
of Andersonville legend, Simon's Tavern (p. 176), along with
Green Mill (p. 76) owner Dave Jemilo, ;n;n}.n(d the Nisei
Lounge in 1992. While the Japancse-American clientele has
passed on, the lounge continues to honor the Nisei with Asahi
Supetr Dry (the best-selling beer in Japan),  few Japaness cov
ers on the jukebox, and by keeping the name, Nisei Lounge
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Judging by this label in the Nisei’s
cellar - fresh, cold beer has been a
priority at the bar since 1951

A SHORT HISTORY OF is

75

.fth«ulhlo.,ﬁmﬁvinl!\'isdhum(umakonn '
ideogram, left) at Clark and Division was opened by Kaunch i
Hirabayashi (above, at far end of bar) after World War Tico.

THE LAST WORD ON NISEI LOUNGE’S AGE.
FIRST APPEARANCE IN PHONE BOOK
1951 CHICAGO YELLOW PAGES
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3 2000 interview. “After the During World War I, Kuz-  would always sit in the same Blue Ribbon. “It's funny now.
mlglmhbmﬂﬁ war ended they were back uharu was a member of the barstool and order a dollar B&auno(?ukudo::,m
opened the original Nisei with their families. Having all-Japanese 100th Infantry dnﬁo_ﬂhnntbee.ﬂehd bombs.'.hemusdd‘:n&mda
Lounge in 1949 at Clark and  lost all their property by go- Battalion/442nd Regimental uuymuluuhle-.-nﬂe | J'un"
Division. When the bar ing in the camps, they came ~ Combat Team, the most dec-  punctuated by a white Coumh N'wi =
moved to its present loca- to the Midwest to find work.  orated unit in US. military goatee. Sometimes he would hubee:a mm-
tion, Chicago was home to They’d go into a bar after history. Kuzuharu was deco-  gaze into the back bar mir- _gohgm.l“uw
more than 150,000 Japanese  work and the white guys rated from head to toe, and ror and see a friendly face. E‘mm e -l
Americans, about 30,000 0f  would tell them, ‘Get the hell  fought while his family was Ohnly then would he smile. mn:ﬁbof::od r
whom had been interned In out of here." " interned behind barbed-wire Kuzubaru was one of the wm’n.hmm as Mmbo;m
camps during World War IL The Nisel Lounge was a fa-  fences in Colorado. last great wanderers in "nn:bnrhhldrul xbf:nmnthc .
Many Lake View-based miliar place in a strange land. In the autumn of his life, , moving like people, MMC_Q.QH whmllh domuh
Japanese Americans since The last great Nisei regu-  Kuzuharu was a dishwasher blood from joint to joint. The ul'he‘hre'ellputy The frat you ol. e
have moved to the suburbs. lar was Kenny Kuzuharu, at Chester's — now the neighborhood isn't like that Chicago management con- other bars. Instead pa'ang

“That's how this bar came  who died last year. He proba-  Hamburger King, south of anymore. sultant has been a regular $48 for a bleacher seat,

During the 1980s Los An- since 1985, when there were  watch the game with the reg-
— - o | geles Dodgers Japanese singles on the juke-  ulars at the Nisel"

Tommy Lasorda would hit box. *You feel the charm. It's A 54-yoar-old native of
the Nisel after a Cubs game, like DNA that reeks out of Kankakee, Cote has been a
and recently retired Cub the walls, from the bad bath-  Cubs fan since he was 4.
equipment manager Yosh rooms Lo the secret door *“We're trying to figure out
Kawano was known to stop in  that used to exist [to Rauls where we're going to go,”
for a visit. It uncanny that International barber shop Cote said. *I've gotta go
the bar Is in the verge of clos-  next door)” prospecting”
ing the year the Cubs intro- Bartender Jennifer Ream,
duced Kosuke Fukudome, the 82, reported her regulars Comment ot suntimes.com




