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Letter of Resignation
Daniel K. Roseberry, Board of Directors

To the SLA Board
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SLA:

to inform you that this evening I am tendering my resignation from the SLA Board of

Directors.
No sour grapes here, I just feel my job is over and need to step aside to allow someone else a
chance at serving the association. I have done al! I can do. I have written and submitted rny
final committee report which is very detailed and will help explain the situation lfind myself in
with regard to the legal matters governing the SLA. Sorne of that is quoted here.
ln the process of conducting my extensive research of the laws that pertain to us I have learned
that there are three bodies of lllinois Law that govern Homeowners Associations; two of which
govern ours, the General Not-for-Profit Corporation Act and the Cammon lnterest Community
Association Act. Our association is a not-for-profit, non-charity, non-condominium, common

interest homeowners association.
We were incorporated in the State of lllinois in 1954 under the Generol Not-for-Prafit
Corporotion Act. ln my research I have found that in the records of the Secretary of State we
are still listed as such. Accordingly, we must abide by this law.

Additionally in 201-0, the State of lllinois passed another Public Act that also governs us. It is the
Comman lnterest Community Association Acf. The illinois agency that oversees this act is under
the Governor's office in the Department of Finance and Professional Regulation. Adrienne
Levatino has been appointed as the Ombudsperson for both the Condominium Property Act
and the Common lnterest Community Association Act. She is our liaison and the person who
we turn to for guidance. I have spoken with her and she has given me (us) guidance in how to
implement the guidelines of the new law, including the amending of our By-Laws. See this link
for helpful information to guide us: https://www.idfpr.com/CCICO/
Here is the new issue that impacts our work on the By-Laws: There are some specific things
that we need to do to bring our association into compliance with lllinois Law" For the Secretary
of State we need to file an amendment to our Articles of lncorporation in order to record our
changed purpose statement. This should have been done a long time ago, as we changed it in
our By-Laws but not in our Articles. What this means is that our association must arrive at what
we feel our stated purpose should be. That is something that must include the input of the
membership and not merely one committee or even the Board.

For the new law that governs us, we need to develop and record a Declaration. This is
something that the new law requires and is a very important document we need in order to
protect our association from potential legal conflicts in the future. I am not certain, but this
may be allowed to be included within our By-Laws. More research needs to be done. Then
comes the By-Laws. There are some very specific requirements of these laws that should guide
several potential amendments.

Because of this, it is my recommendation that we do not proceed with the amending process
until we have first considered the ramifications of the new law we fall under.

Now, here is the issue that impacts this situation and how it involves my work on the
committee I am responsible for, and how we should proceed with these important documents;
Our board is not in agreement with the facts I have outlined here. Our leadership seems to
disagree that we are a Homeowners Association or that these laws pertain to us, but instead
believes that we are and should be a 501 (c) 3 federally recognized tax-exempt charity. This
matter should not be a board decision, but an association decision. The impact of such a
decision could potentially have a negative impact on us. So, the leadership of the Board is
moving toward becoming a 501 (c) 3 tax exempt charity and therefore believes the laws we
were incorporated under no longer apply to us; that we are not a homeowners association and
therefore are not under the appropriate laws either. I believe this is a serious error.

cannot proceed with amending the By-Laws until the Board of Directors comes to an
agreement about who we are, what our association is, what our purpose is, and accepts and
understands the laws that govern us. Every proposed amendment must be based upon lllinois
Law. Therefore, we must properly agree about what laws we fall under. I can't draft any
amendments based upon good ideas, I have to base them in the law. The laws I believe we fall
under are specific. I cannot in good conscience proceed with the By-Laws Revision Project until
after our leadership gets on the same page.
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ln light of the new law, it appears that we have gotten the proverbial cart before the horse. We
have some great ideas to strengthen our By-Laws, but there are two other legal documents that
come first. Then, and only then, should we proceed to amend any By-Laws. Following that, we
must amend and/or add specific By-Laws to bring us into compliance with the laws that govern
us. And only after all of that should we tackle the other By-Laws or Rules & Regulations.

It looks like I have talked myself out of a job I Our leadership has some great and exciting ideas,
but we need to "get legal" first - now. The committee I was made to be responsible for
covered three areas; legal, fireworks & insurance. lt was since changed in several ways, though
not officially yet, as the board needs to get together and discuss committees and related
responsibilities, so that together with the leadbrship of the president she can appoint them.
With all that being said, my three areas of responsibility have been impacted by the proposed
changes. Fireworks has been taken away from the committee and a new committee was
formed for it (Events). Legal (now known as Needs) is now on hold because of the situation I
have described, and lnsurance is basically an annual matterthat in my opinion could and should

be handled bythe Finance Committee. Soonce again, itseems lhaveworked myself outof
job! I have done all I can do untilthat future time when this board or a subsequent board
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understands that we are indeed an HOA and that we need to come into compliance with all
laws that regulate us. ! believe that day will come.

With all of this being said, fhrs evening I om tendering my resignotion fram the Board of
Directors. I stand by to assist or answer any questions and perhaps even work one day with
future Board to strengthen our legal documents.
toward anyone and I sincerely hope and praythat allwillgo wellwith our
board as they work together in unity for a better SLA!
I hold no malice

Gone fishing...
Dan Roseberry
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