Coverage and recognition from national outlets highlighting Kyle McCachen’s work as a director and
creative producer across documentary, thriller, and branded content.
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“A thoughtful energetic voice in Canadian cinema.”

‘A fresh and timely look at youth political engagement.”

CBC

cmv NEWS

— CBECs *As It Happens™

— IV0ntario (Broadecast Summary)

‘His films manage to be both provocative and accessible — with stories that hit the nerve.”

— The Vancowuver Sun

VANCOUVER SUN
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The Drop: new decumentary asks why young people don't vote

Documentary film director Kyle McCachen says his latest film project "awakened" him.
And he hopes it will help inspire others to get involved in the political process.

McCachen's film, The Drop: Why Young People Don't Vote, follows actor and filmmaker

Dylan Playfair as he travels North America trying to understand voter apathy among the

Millennial generation.

As McCachen tells As it Hoppens host Carol Off, there are a lot of reasons why young

people don't vote.

"S0 many of them were dissatisfied with the political process and perhaps think that

they didn't have anything offer, that they couldn't change anything.

“People thought, ‘No, things can be better. We can do something to start spreading this

message.’ And using the media and using the new tools that we have today, which is

really exciting, to me, I have hope that we can make things better.”

McCachen says he was also inspired by 19-year-old Morgan Baskin who ran for mayor of

Toronto in 2014.
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Wheelchair bandits

Comedy to raise funds for ALS today
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It is funny and it’s not offen-
sive. ... Or not

Really

CALGARY

FILMMAKER

KYLE MCCACHEN
It's tempting to trot out that
tired cliche “laughter is the best

medicine” when talking about
Disabled and Dangerous.

Dlsahled an-:l Dangeruus isa cnmedu: ban k-rnbhery film in which thE are all

HALD.COM

But Calgary filmmakers Kyle and
Levi McCachen admit making a
comedic bank-robbery film in
which the bandits are all wheel-
chair-users with Lou Gehrig's
disease had them a little worried
about perception. Amyotrophic
lateral sclerosis, as it’s scientifi-
cally known, is a fatal disease
with no known cure, making it
an unlikely premise for comedy.

“There were definitely some
people who thought it would be
offensive,” says Kyle, who di-

e il

wheelchair-users with Lou Gehrig's disease. It screens at the Globe Theatre
today at 11 a.m. as a fundraiser for the local ALS Society.

but the former computer-soft-
ware worker would bring up his
wife’s idea at the meetings to
lighten the mood.

“I was always the jokester, but
some of these meetings were
pretty tough,” Varga says. "A lot
of people are going through their
own grieving process. . .. [ took

Kyle, 26, works as a creative ex-
ecutive at a Vancouver film stu-
dio, but also has a number indie
short films under his belt.

Disabled and Dangerous, which
rings in at eight minutes, tells
the tale of a disastrous heist by

three newbie criminals; both the
robbery and ill-fated getaway.

rected the short film based on
his brother’s script. “I think we
rode the line just perfectly. It is
funny and it’s not offensive. . ..
Or not really.”

Besides, the McCachen brothers
had noble reasons for making
the film, which screens today at
the Globe Theatreat1l1amasa
fundraiser for the local ALS So-
ciety.

Family friend Barry Varga is
blessed with a great sense of hu-
mour, but discovered in 2008

that he had ALS.

He came up with the idea for the
film after his wife joked that he
and his two friends, who were all
members of a local support
group, should rob a bank to raise
funds for ALS. Varga's two
friends have since passed away,

that idea and ran with it. We
laughed and laughed and
laughed at all the different com-
edy scenes at the ALS support
meetings. It provided comedy
for at least a year”

Varga has known the McCachen
brothers since they were chil-
dren. The families would go on
vacation together. So he brought
them his idea. The brothers put
together a cast and crew in De-
cember and spent three days
shooting the adventures of the
dapper “ALS Bandits.”

“These three guys try and do
something just to say that they
are still alive and still have the
power to get things done,” Kyle
says. “They go into the bank to
rob it and everything starts
falling apart, right from the get
go. They make another plan to
approach the bank teller and get
away with the caper. It’s kind of
a big mess.”



