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Discovering the Secret Gardens:

What a terrific garden tour I experienced recently! Board
President, John Pape strolled with me through  a small portion of
three acres belonging to the Clovis Botanical Gardens. It comprises
mostly Mediterranean climate plants,trees and shrubs.

It is a volunteer-run oasis situated on
the north end area of Dry Creek Park,
945 N. Clovis Avenue, Clovis. The
acreage is owned by the City of Clovis,
and is registered as a non-profit public
garden and special event venue. As we
walked, John pointed out a  new
demonstration space of low growing
plants, thyme, mint and yarrow growing
together and could substitute for home
lawns.
These aromatic plants will eventually
grow into green low growing ground
cover of fragrance. Another visual
point was two rows of crepe myrtles
growing quite tall sheltering a path.
These are called  “Allees”, and are
commonly seen in European gardens.
Another unusual plant is the  “Burning
Bush”. It has bright color in the fall.
Milkweed can be found along several
paths and attract Monarch Butterflies
in the spring. Visitors can discover
other appealing trees and plants with
exotic names:  Pacific Myrtle, Sugar
Bush, Pindo Palm,BEYOND THE BARRACKS: A
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The Clovis Times has just
published Issue Three, and
something exciting is beginning
to happen: we are starting to
feel like the hometown
newspaper.
After only three issues, we
are learning,  growing and
working to improve every
edition. Our goal is to produce
a first-class local
newspaper,  community
website and digital news
service worthy of the people
of Clovis. We are doing
everything we can to make
that happen.
But now we need your help.
After publishing our first three
issues, we have reached the
point where we need to begin
building a strong subscription
base that can provide the
financial foundation necessary
to expand our local reporting,
improve our  newspaper,
strengthen our website and
serve more of the community.
Our first goal is very specific:
WE NEED 500
SUBSCRIBERS.
Five hundred subscriptions
will allow us to reach the first
phase of our financial plan and
begin building the kind of
hometown newspaper we
believe Clovis deserves.
When you subscribe to the
Clovis Times, you are doing
more than purchasing a
newspaper. You are helping
build a local institution. You
are helping preserve
independent community
journalism. You are helping us
tell the stories of the people
who live here, work here, raise
their families here and call
Clovis home.
If you believe Clovis needs a
strong hometown newspaper,
we are asking you to
become one of our first 500
subscribers.
Please visit ClovisTimes.com
and subscribe today.
Together, we can build a
newspaper that truly
represents God, Family,
Community—and The
Clovis Way of Life.
Thank you for believing in
the Clovis Times. We’re
just getting started.

Terry Wild—Publisher
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ClovisHistory

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
PAGE:
Fairy Duster along winding
paths. All plants displayed can
be used in Clovis yards.
At the Visitor Center, I
asked John what sparked
his interest in Horticulture?
He started at 7 years helping
his father in their backyard and

Russell, a visionary of the
Gardens.  He started as a
groundskeeper, a board
member and recently,  six
months ago, elected as
Botanical Gardens Board
President.  In this capacity,
he collaborates with master
gardeners; other non-profit
groups; and most importantly,
interacts with the many
volunteers who help keep the
gardens alive and beautiful.
The “Gem” of the Garden
is the Evert Family Center
which opened last November
2025.  The building was
designed by Art Dyson, a
nationally renown architect.
Within the building is a gift
shop, Marge Largent Gallery
of local art; a small library on

gardening; and books for sale.
Nearby, the Margil Vanderhoff
Education Center is available
for rent for family events and
receptions, capacity 70 people.
Ms. Vanderhoff,  is a volunteer
and a spry 100 year old,
participates, as she is capable.
The  Pavilion,  an outdoor
venue, 80 people capacity, is
available for  day use for
part ies, receptions and
concerts.  Weddings have
taken place here, too.  It
would be a perfect setting in
the fall or  spring for
enter taining.   Parking is
located walking distance to
the venue.
I asked John, “What unusual
living creatures have ventured
on the grounds.  His answer:

had his own small plot to grow
vegetables.  When he was a
teen of  16 years, and in high
school Biology in San Gabriel,
he worked with a landscaping
crew.  Their assignment was
cleaning and trimming the
grounds of the Cloistered
Carmelite Nuns of St. Teresa,
in Alhambra, California.  He
admired the park-like setting,
surrounding the convent and
drawn to beauty of the
gardens. This high school
experience “in the scientific
world of Horticulture” would
eventually become his life
work.  He received his
Bachelor of Science in
Horticulture from Cal Poly,
Pomona.  His childhood
interest and curiosity of
growing things has served him
well, especially, as he
continued his studies in
gardening and irrigation.
John was introduced to the
Botanical Gardens in 1990
working alongside Gordon

Foxes, non-venous snakes,
lizards and various birds.
The main rules for the
public visiting the Gardens is
to stay on the paths; be aware
of the cactus gardens; and
parents watch their children at
all times!
Between donations, rental
and the gift shop sales the
facility is able to exist and
remain open.
To this point, I asked,
“What would you want for
the Gardens’ future.  John’s
reply, “Dedicated people who
would like to volunteer.
Younger persons who have
administration and technical
skills and the energy to
interact with our visitors.”

THE BOTANICAL GARDENS MISSION STATEMENT
To promote water conservation in the California Central Valley
landscape through excellent gardens, exhibits and programs that
educate and inspire the public.  Future plans will encompass
completion indigenous ethno botany area and continue to maintain
the garden for the public.
The Center welcomes school tours; offers scavenger hunts;
Saturday Science Classes ( $5 charge/student).
Free docent tours are available, please call ahead.
Hours:  Wednesday through Sunday, 9 a.m.- 4 p.m., closed
Monday and Tuesday and certain holidays.
Admission is free for Adults and children.  Dogs are allowed on a
leash.
Phone:  559-298-3091
Website:  www.clovisbotanicalgarden.org /
Email:  admin@clovisbotanicalgarden.org

Stella Leue'
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Beyond The Barracks is a
nonprofit Veteran Commu-
nity Center dedicated to
ensuring that no veteran
has to face life’s challenges
alone. We proudly serve all
generations of veterans, re-
gardless of branch of service
or era, by providing a welcom-
ing place to connect, find
resources, build friendships,
and strengthen their overall
well-being. Our doors are
open Monday through Friday
from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
and     Saturdays from 9:00
a.m. to 1:00 p.m., creating a
consistent place where
veterans know they are
always welcome.

Beyond The Barracks: A Place Where
Veterans and Their Families Belong

Throughout the week, we
offer opportunities for vet-
erans to gather and build
meaningful relationships.
Every Tuesday at 9:00 a.m.,
we host our popular Coffee &
Donuts gathering. On the sec-
ond and fourth Wednesday of
each month, we provide a free
veterans breakfast, with
RSVPs requested by calling
559-420-8152 to help us pre-
pare enough food for every-
one. Every Friday at 9:00 a.m.,
veterans enjoy Coffee & Muf-
fins, and on the last Friday of
every month, we partner with
Miss Winkles Pet Adoption
Center to bring adoptable dogs
to the center. Beyond The
Barracks proudly covers each

My family heritage is deeply rooted in military
service. My connection with the military runs
through generations as my grandfathers, uncles,
and father all dedicated their lives to serving our
country. In fact, I came into this world on the Coast
Guard base in Kodiak, Alaska.

Brandi Asacker
Founder / CEO

Hi, I’m Brandi
Asacker, the founder
and CEO of  Beyond
The Barracks.

adoption fee, helping veterans
find loyal companions while
giving deserving animals a for-
ever home.

While veterans are always
our first priority, we also
recognize that military ser-
vice impacts the entire fam-
ily. We are committed to sup-
porting spouses, partners, and
military-dependent children
because strong families create
stronger veterans. Our pro-
grams are designed to foster
connection, reduce isolation,
and build a community where
every military family member
feels valued and supported.

Beyond The Barracks of-
fers far more than social

gatherings. We provide
peer support, resource
navigation, support groups,
wellness programming, family
activities, community events,
and opportunities for veterans
to rediscover purpose through
service and connection. We
are proud to offer innovative
programs that focus on post-
traumatic growth, resilience,
and suicide prevention while
creating an environment where
veterans can simply enjoy be-
ing surrounded by fellow
Battle Brothers and Sisters in
Arms who understand their
experiences.

At Beyond The Barracks,
our mission is simple: to

ensure that every veteran
and their family knows they
have a place to turn, a com-
munity that cares, and a team
that will walk alongside them
through every season of life.
Whether someone is looking
for support, friendship, re-
sources, or simply a cup of
coffee and conversation, they
will always find a home at
Beyond The Barracks.

Beyond The Barracks
325 Clovis Ave Ste 106

Clovis, Ca. 93612
(559) 420-8152

www.BeyondTheBarracks.org
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By Nathan Magsig
As our nation recently
celbrated the 250th
anniversary of American
independence, we have an
opportunity to reflect on the men
and women whose courage and
conviction made this great
experiment in self-government
possible. Among the roles of our
founder, few played a more vital
role than John Adams.

While history often remembers
George Washington as the
General of the Revolution and
Thomas Jefferson as the
author of the Declaration of
Independence, John Adams
was the tireless advocate
who helped make independence
a reality. At a time when
breaking away from Great
Britain seemed uncertain and
dangerous, Adams stood firm
in his belief that Americans
were capable of governing
themselves.
One of the most fascinating
examples of Adams’ influence
came in 1776, when leaders
from the newly independent
states sought guidance on how
to build their own governments.
Adams responded by writing
Thoughts on Government, a
pamphlet writ ten from the
perspective of a “Letter from a
Gentleman to his friend” that laid
out his vision for representative
democracy, checks and
balances, and the separation of
powers. Written in just a matter
of weeks, the document became
enormously influentia l and
helped shape several state
constitutions. Many of the
principles Adams outlined
would later find their way
into the United States
Constitution itself.  While
Jefferson penned the
Declaration, Adams was helping
design the framework that
would allow a free people to
govern themselves for
generations to come.

Remembering John
Adams... the Spirit
of Independence

He understood that freedom is
never guaranteed. It must be
defended, preserved, and passed
on to future generations.

Adams dedicated his life not only
to securing independence, but
also to building a republic
founded on the rule of law. He
believed that liberty depended on
an engaged citizenry, strong
institutions, and leaders willing to
place principle above personal
ambition. Those ideas helped
shape the nation we know today.

As we continue to celebrate
America 250,  I believe
Adams’ example remains
remarkably relevant.

For 250 years, Americans have
overcome extraordinary
challenges. We have endured
war, economic hardship, natural
disasters, and periods of
profound division. Through it all,
the strength of our nation has
come not from government
alone, but from the character of
our people. Farmers, business
owners, veterans, teachers, and
families have carried forward the
promise of America through
hard work, faith, and service to
their communities.

As a County Supervisor, I
see those values every day
throughout the Central Valley.
They are reflected in neighbors
helping neighbors, parents
investing in their children’s
future, and citizens who remain
committed to improving the
communities they call home.

John Adams once warned that
liberty, once lost, is lost forever.
His words serve as a reminder
that  freedom requires
responsibility. Each generation
inher its the blessings of
American citizenship, but also
the duty to protect them.

As we mark 250 years of
independence, let us honor John
Adams by renewing our
commitment to the principles he
championed: liberty, self-
government, personal
responsibility, and service to
something greater than
ourselves.
America’s story did not end
in 1776. It continues today,
and it is up to us to ensure
that the next 250 years are
just as strong as the first.

Listening to your gut is about more than responding to your body when you feel uneasy
or need to decide. The gut refers to your gastrointestinal (GI) system, the health of which
is generally determined by the levels and types of bacteria in your digestive intestinal tract.
To understand the impact of gut health, it’s important to understand how the gut works. When
your GI tract digests food, it breaks it down to the most basic parts and the valuable nutrients are
absorbed though ethe bloodstream.
To regulate this process the gut uses nerves, bacteria and hormones. The bacteria are of par-
ticular significanceespecially because bacteria tend to get a bad rap. Bacteria form a mucosal
layer that strengthens the gut wall and good digestive health is the result of a balence of good
and bad bacteria.
1. No One Likes Aches and Pains

Right off the bat, poor gut health is associated with minor but unpleasant effects on the body.
Abdominal pain, bloating, acid are headaches, fatigue and joint pain.
2. Some Walls Are Worth Fortifying
Good bacteria in the gut – also called beneficial gut flora – strengthen the gut wall, which pro-
tects the rest of the body from potential pathogens by acting as a layer of cells and chemical
barriers. Gut flora activates immune functions in the cells, thereby ensuring that physical barri-
ers to infection are in place. Furthermore, flora affects the pH of the gut, keeping it relatively
acidic and therefore hostile to invading bacteria.
3. Bacteria Regulates Inflammation

The bacteria in your gut either activate or suppress inflammation as a means of regulating the
immune system. Some of these gut walls are related: when the wall is compromised, potential
pathogens can enter the blood stream, which consequently activates inflammation. Inflammation
– the go-to response of the gut’s immune system dto imbalance and general poor health – is the
cornerstone of a range of conditions that affect the whole body, from allergies and asthma to
Alzheimer’s disease and neuropathy.
4. You’ll Digest Better

A diverse composition of bacteria can strengthen and improve your digestion. Different bacteria
have different functions Inflammatory bowel diseases therefore affect the ability of your body to
absorb vitamins and minerals. Good bacteria can also keep yeast and other fermentation at bay
and prevent an overgrowth of fungus and other pathogens that can activate – you guessed it –
inflammation. W
5. It Can Prevent More Serious Digestive Disorders

Inflammatory bowel diseases are all associated with intestinal inflammation, which is a result of
how gut health impacts the immune system. However, it’s worth noting that the risk of these
conditions is also considerably affected by genetics.
6. Your Gut is Central to your Nervous System

There are approximately 100 million nerve cells lining your gastrointestinal tract, making us the
Enteric Nervous System and primarily governing digestion. The nerves in your gut communicate
with the brain in your central nervous system, relaying the health of the gut and immune system.
It can also produce neurochemicals, like dopamine and serotonin, which can impact mood and
mental health. New research suggests there could be a link to memory and thinking skills. In
fact, the Nervous system is so significant that many physicians refer to the gut as the second
brain.
6.Your Gut Really Does Have Feelings

Gut feelings are totally real. In addition to dopamine and serotonin – 90 percent of which is
produced in the gut – the gut releases other major neurotransmitters that are usually associated
with the brain, such as glutamate, norepinephrine, nitric oxide and enkephalins, the body’s natu-
ral opiates. Research also suggests that irritation in the gut can trigger mood changes and people
with bowel disorders are more likely to suffer from mental health conditions, like depression and
anxiety.

Is your Gut
talking to you?
7 reasons to
Listen to your
Gut Published December 2021

Northwestern Medicine

What Creates Imbalance and What Can
You DoAbout it? To be continued:

Janette Louden
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GEORGIA WILD
Finding Your Ancestors...
The power of the internet

The truth. We talk about it,
search for it, and sometimes
even demand it. But what
happens when the truth we
discover is not the truth we
expected?
As a genealogist, I have
learned that searching for our
ancestors is much more than
collecting names, dates, photo-
graphs, and documents. We are
uncovering real lives. And real
lives can be complicated.
Every family has stories it
proudly passes from one
generation to another. But
every family also has chapters
that have been forgotten,
hidden, misunderstood—or
deliberately left untold.
That presents every family
historian with an important
question: Do I really want to
know the truth?
You may discover an ancestor
who demonstrated extraordinary

The decision everyone will deal with..

Do you really want to
KNOW THE TRUTH?

courage, sacrificed for others,
or overcame enormous hardship.
You may also discover broken
relationships, poor decisions,
abandoned families, failures, or
secrets no one ever discussed.
Once discovered, history cannot
simply be rewritten because we
don't like what we find.
The Internet has given us access
to records our grandparents
could never have imagined
finding. Census records, news-
papers, military files, immigration
documents, photographs,
marriage records, and family
trees can sometimes reveal in
minutes what once required
years of searching.
But information is not always
truth. Records can be wrong.
Family stories can become
distorted. Online family trees can
repeat another researcher's
mistakes.

So we must become investigators.
Follow the evidence. Ask
questions. Verify your sources.
And  be willing to accept what
you discover.
Knowing the truth about our
ancestors does not mean con-
demning them. They lived in
another time, faced circumstances
we may never fully understand,
and made decisions with conse-
quences that became part of our
family's story.
Perhaps that is one of
genealogy's greatest lessons.
We cannot change yesterday.
But by discovering the truth about
yesterday, we can better under-
stand who we are today—and
perhaps make wiser decisions
about tomorrow.
Do you really want to know the
truth?
If you are searching for your
family, sooner or later, that is a
decision you will have to make.

BILL SCOTT

American History
Part 1 August
(September issue Part 2)

This year we are celebrating
250 years of the Declaration
of Independence. But we are
too late, we should have started
on April 18, 2025. To understand
why the Declaration of
Independence was written, we
have to go back at least more
than a year to understand the
reasons. Actually, you should
read the Magna Carta  and
understand why it was written.
Also, the Mayflower Compact,
the first American agreement
among people who were on their
own, with no civic authority. I
am appalled that so few people
know anything about these
documents, except that they
exist. They set the stage for our
story, yet our government
schools have no interest
teaching that story. At the very
least Americans should know
about Lexington, Concord,
Bunker Hill, King George’s
speech to parliament for
approval to send the British Continued Next Month

Army to America, Knox’s
Noble Train of Artillery,
Thomas Paine’s Common
Sense, The Battle of Dorchester
Heights, Lee’s resolution, The
Virginia Declaration of Rights,
and what actually happened on
the 4th of July 1776.  Most
Americans are only aware that
SOME of these things
happened, but NOT their
importance. My prayer is that
some of you who read this, will
look into a few of those events,
and build a better understanding
of our country’s founding.
Let’s start with what actually
happened on the 4th of July
1776.  Asking any group of
people, the most common
answer, is that they signed
Declaration of Independence.
NO, they had nothing to sign.
Only a paper with a lot of
scribbles. In those days, you
didn’t just press “print”, and out
it came. It had to be hand
printed. It’s true they had printing
presses and the first printing of
200 copies, called the Dunlap
Broadside, was available the

next day. The Pennsylvania
Evening Post, reprinted it for
Saturday July 6th. On July 9th,
George Washington read a copy,
on the commons of New York
City, to the Continental Army
and local citizens,  who
celebrated by tearing down the
statue of George III in Bowling
Green. They cut off the head of
the statue and mounted it on a
spike in front of a tavern. The
rest of the statue was melted
down to make musket balls. On
July 28, Lord Admiral Richard
Howe of the British Navy,
intercepted a copy and
dispatched it to London.
A resolution passed on July
19, 1776; Resolved, That the
declaration passed on the 4th, Be
fairly engrossed on
parchment….be signed by every
member of Congress.
The Declaration of
Independence, the one you
imagine when you think
about it, had to be hand
written on parchment, so it took
a while. Parchment is animal
skins, usually sheep skin, that
has been processed by cleaning,
stretching, and scraping for the
purpose of writing on them, for
important documents. This
process came from the Greek
city of Pergamum around 200
BC. For most individuals, a
diploma would be their most

important document. This is why
diplomas are still referred to as
“My sheep skin”. Once a
suitable piece was found, the
document had to be planned out.
Today you just click on Justified
Margins and voila, its done.
Before computers every line,
each letter, had to be planned
and spaced, in order to have
justified margins. Plus, once you
started, you could not make a
mistake. There was no way to
erase, you would have to start
all over. Each letter had to be
put in its exact place; it was a
meticulous skill. It took time.
On August 2, after the finished
document arrived at
Independence Hall,  the
delegates reassembled to sign
their names. It was a somber
quiet act, because they all knew
they were signing their death
warrant, if things didn’t go their
way. A few delegates had gone
home, and harvest had started.
It was November before all
delegates had signed.
An unusual myth has come out
of this signing. John Hancock’s
signature is by far the largest
and most prominent signature.
This tied his name to the word
“signature”, as in “put your John
Hancock at the X”. The reason
his name is so big, was said to
be, because he was tempting

King George to “come and get
me”. King George did not have
good eyesight, and would have
trouble seeing most signatures.
He proudly made his bigger than
the rest of them to make sure
his would be seen. There are
three reasons that could not be
true. The Dunlap Broadside
would have been the copy seen
by the king. The only names on
the Dunlap Broadside were John
Hancock, listed as president of
the of the continental congress,
and Charles Thomson, attesting
to its accuracy.
They were both printed, not
signatures. Next, the original
signed, Declaration of
Independence, has never left
American soil, therefore King
George would never have seen
his signature. And last , as
president, he was the first to
sign. If he intended to have the
largest signature, he would have
to wait till everyone else singed,
to make sure his was the
largest.
Of course, what is most
important are the words.
Especially the second
paragraph. These are the words
that astounded the world.
We hold these truths to be self-
evident. That all men are created
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Clovis is a great
place to live, work,
and raise a family.
Here’s a snapshot
of how we’re
doing today:
Clovis remains the
safest city in the
San Joaquin
Valley. Nationally,
we ranked 52nd in
livability out of
2,000 cities.
Retirement Living placed
Clovis 3rd statewide for
retirees. Niche gave the city an
overall A– rating and awarded
Clovis Unified School District an
A+. Clovis was also ranked as
the 20th safest city statewide —
the only city in the valley to make
the list.

CLOVIS: OUR SUCCESSES AND
OUR CHALLENGES
These accomplishments
reflect a well run city with safe
neighborhoods, strong economic
opportunities, reasonable
housing options, access to varied
health care, and one of the best
school districts in the state.
Clovis is also known for the
Clovis Rodeo, Old Town Clovis
with its seasonal farmers
markets and events, and the
Clovis Veterans Memorial
District, which continues to
serve our veterans and hosts
important community functions.
Clovis has transformed
dramatically over the years.
When I moved here in 1984, we
were a small agricultural
community of roughly 35,000
residents. Today, our population
exceeds 131,000, and city limits
have grown from about 11
square miles to over 27. Many
long time residents remember
sheep grazing across from
Jefferson Elementary, the horse
stable on Tollhouse Road where
Anlin Windows now stands, and
Clovis and Herndon as a three
way stop — with farmland
stretching north as far as the eye
could see.
These successes didn’t
happen by accident. They came
from decades of thoughtful
planning, dedicated public
servants, and engaged citizens.
In city government, the decisions
we make often take years to
come to fruition — much like

planting trees whose shade
future generations will enjoy.
Why has Clovis been so
successful? First, our citizens
take pride in their neighborhoods,
are involved in their schools, and
care deeply about their
community. Next, we hire
exceptional employees. As
someone who joined the Clovis
Police Department in 1987, I
witnessed firsthand the “extra
mile” culture we built. I’ve
worked in places where “that’s
not my job” was the response
— Clovis has never operated
that way.

Clovis also uses a city council
model where members serve
part time while holding full time
professions — doctors,
attorneys, health care workers,
tradespeople, and a handful of
police chiefs, including myself.
We run without party affiliation
and serve at the pleasure of our
citizens. Over the years, some
councilmembers have pursued
higher office, but our shared
focus has always remained local
service.   Personally, while I
briefly considered higher office,
I would miss time away from
my wife and my garden and
hummingbirds need me.

Historically, Clovis elected
councilmembers “at large,”
meaning every councilmember
represented the entire city. This
allowed residents to reach out

Councilmember
Drew

Bessinger

to any councilmember for help
and ensured we prioritized both
neighborhood and city wide
issues. This November, we will
hold our first district based
election, and I am running in
District 5, which covers
northwest Clovis. I am
confident the council will
continue focusing on what’s best
for the community as a whole,
but we must stay vigilant and
speak up if that guiding
philosophy is ever threatened.

When I was a captain at Clovis
PD in 2005, we had 113 sworn
officers. The recession forced
reductions across all
departments, and by 2011 we
were down to 93 — a difficult
period for our public safety
teams. When I ran for office in
2017, one of my goals was to
rebuild the police department.
Thanks to the passage of
Measure Y in 2024, we now
have 141 officers. The Clovis
Fire Department — which holds
the prestigious ISO Class 2
rating — has also increased
staffing, adding seven personnel
to support our six fire stations.
This matters. Families choose
Clovis because they trust that
when they call 9 1 1, help arrives
quickly. Maintaining a five

minute emergency response
time is one of the most vital
services any city can provide.

Generations of Clovis
residents — maybe one day
we’ll settle on a name,
perhaps Clovisians — built the
community we enjoy today. But
we do face future challenges.
We must manage growth in
population, business, and housing
while navigating state housing
mandates, loss of local control
to Sacramento, and rising
municipal costs. Requirements
such as transitioning to fully
electric fleets, including buses
and heavy duty vehicles, present
significant financial hurdles.
Rising retirement system costs,
driven by investment
performance and politically
motivated investment strategies
and restrictions, also impact long
term planning. We are currently
engaged in a comprehensive
General Plan update, and public
participation is still welcome.
Details are available on the City
website.

I am confident that if we stay
focused on the present and
maintain a shared vision for the
future, Clovis in 2050 will be
everything it is today — and
even more.

CONTACT US
www.ClovisTimes.com
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Paris Baguette is your
neighborhood bakery
cafe bringing expertly
crafted baked and brewed
goods to the Clovis commu-
nity. Stop by and cozy up
with a warm pastry or cool
down with a gourmet iced
latte. We look forward to
bringing joy to your day!
Sweeten your experience
with PB Rewards, where
you can enjoy exclusive
offers on pastries, coffee,
and more.

COMING TO
CLOVIS

AT SHAW & LEONARD AVE

Keep up with all of the
great things happen-
ing in Old Town Clovis.

Read my Clovis Times
article on page 10 and visit
us at our website below.

FOLLOW US AT:
www.OldTownClovis.org

HEATHER FRANTZICH

CATEGORIES:
•Church Events
•City Meetings
•School Events
•Sports
•Concerts
•Rodeo
•Nonprofits
•Seniors
•Kids
•Political  Community
•Forums
•Business Networking

YOUR COMMUNITY • YOUR NEWS • YOUR VOICE

www.ClovisTimes.com

To post a FREE! Event or
Announcement go to:
www.ClovisTimes.com

TOWN TALK / CALENDAR.

Hi, my name is
Armando Negrete, and
together with David
Menendian, both
longtime local sports
photographers and
sports writers, we are
proud to partner with
The Clovis Times to bring
you outstanding local
sports coverage. From
high school athletics to
community sports, our
goal is to keep you
informed, connected,
and engaged with the
teams and athletes that
make Clovis proud.

www.ClovisTimes.com

www.clovisca.gov

www.clovisca.gov

nGOVERNMENT
n SERVICES
nCOMMUNITY
nHOW DO I
nTOURISM
nBUSINESS

A WAY OF LIFE

READ ALL
ABOUT IT

Earlier this year, the City
Council approved an ordinance
to exempt Honorably Dis-
charged or Honorably Relieved
Business Owners, as well as
Active Duty or Reservist
Military Personnel Business
Owners, from payments
associated with business
registration or license fees if
the veteran is the sole propri-
etor of the business. In other
words, Clovis business licenses
are free for active duty service
members and veterans!
For more information, visit
ClovisCA .gov/ser vices/
finance/business_licenses.php
or call (559) 324-2112

h
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FOR
SENIORS

We feature professionals like doctors, attorneys,
financial planners, and many other local experts to
enlighten our readers with a host of topics. We give
our senior readers information needed to experience
Fresno County to its fullest.

Discover The World of
“SeniorLifestyleOptions”
unites seniors with resources
and activities in their local
community.

SeniorLifestyleOptions.com

WHAT IS A LETTER TO THE EDITOR?
You feel strongly about an issue, and you want to let people know what you think. You
believe you can even influence people to take some action if you speak your mind. But,
you want to reach an audience larger than just your friends or your group membership.
Letters to the editor can be an effective way to get the word out.

A letter to the editor is a written way of talking to a newspaper, magazine, or other
regularly printed publication.SEND US YOU LETTER: wwwClovisTimes.com

EVENTS CALENDAR: www.clovisca.gov/services/senior_services/senior_center/index.php

We start with local Clovis senior news, lifestyles, businesses, editorial, letters to the editor, and various columns and feature
articles. Find information on the local business scene, the best senior friendly places to dine, the real estate market, the local buzz, the
senior  job network, local bargains, auto guide, senior health and fitness, and profiles of people who shape the region.
This is the local newspaper section for seniors with a need to know. Visit us online under: Senior Lifestyles Options for more
resources and interesting things to do. Also see our resource guide at: www.SeniorLifestyleOptions.com
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Old Town Clovis...
We have a lot to
Celebrate!

BusinessMatters

Connect With Us: www.OldTownClovis.org

BY: HEATHER
FRANTZICH

CONTACT US
www.OldTownClovis.org

Old Town Clovis: Summer
Fun Continues as Fal l
Events Approach
Old Town Clovis continues to
be one of the community’s
favorite gathering places, with
summer activities in full swing
and an exciting lineup of fall
events already on the horizon.
From Friday night Farmers
Markets to shopping, dining
and special events, there are
plenty of reasons to spend
time in the heart of Clovis.
Farmers Market Continues
to Bring the Community
Together
The Friday Farmers Market
has once again brought
families, friends and
neighbors together in Old
Town Clovis.  Each week,
visitors have an opportunity to
enjoy fresh produce,
entertainment and the
welcoming atmosphere that
has made the market a
popular Clovis tradition.
Community participation also
provides important support for
the merchants and small
businesses that help make Old
Town unique.  Organizers
remain committed to providing
a safe and family-friendly
environment where residents
of a ll ages can spend an
enjoyable evening together.
Throughout the Farmers
Market season, special theme
nights and live entertainment
add something different to the
exper ience. Current
information about market
activities and entertainment
can be found on the Old Town
Clovis website.
Shop, Dine and Discover Old
Town
Summer is also a great time
to rediscover everything Old
Town has to offer. Visitors are
encouraged to spend some
extra time exploring locally
owned stores, restaurants and

service businesses while
attending community
activities.
Choosing to shop and dine
locally has an impact that
reaches far  beyond an
individual purchase. Local
businesses create jobs,
contribute to the local
economy and help preserve
the distinctive character of
Clovis.

Special promotions will
continue to provide additional
opportunities for residents and
visitors to experience Old
Town throughout the season.
A Busy Fall Is Coming
Even as summer activities
continue, preparations are
underway for a full calendar
of fall celebrations.
Upcoming events include
Military Appreciation
Night, Fall Glorious Junk
Days, WalktoberFest,
Trunk or Treat, the Old
Town Harvest Festival,
Old Town Harvest Car
Show, One Enchanted
Evening and Horse
Carriage Rides.
These activities offer
something for almost

everyone, from families with
children to shoppers,  car
enthusiasts and longtime
residents who simply enjoy the
traditions of Old Town Clovis.
Event dates, times and the
complete community calendar
are available at
OldTownClovis.org.
Local Businesses Can Get
Involved
Businesses looking for greater
visibility in the community can
also participate through event
sponsorships. Sponsorships
help organizers expand
programming and create
successful community events
while providing participating
businesses with promotional
exposure.

Businesses interested in
learning about sponsorship
opportunities may contact
B.O.O.T. for  additional
information.
What Is B.O.O.T.?
Behind many of these
activities is the Business
Organization of Old Town
Clovis,  better known as
B.O.O.T.  The nonprofit
organization works with local
merchants,  community
partners and the City of Clovis
to strengthen Old Town and
promote it as a destination for
residents and visitors.
Membership is an important
part of that mission. B.O.O.T.
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.................................................The CityBeat infrastructure that make
Clovis a great place to live.
So where is your money
going? The vast majority is
going straight to public safety,
exactly as promised.The five-
year plan targets 50 new
public safety positions in total.
On the police side, Measure Y
has so far funded five new
Police Officer/Recruit
positions, two Community
Service Officers, and an
Animal Control Officer in
the first year alone. Nine
new patrol vehicles were
ordered for incoming officers,
and if you spot one around
town, look for the Measure Y
decal on the back bumper, a
small reminder that this is your
community's investment at
work. We also added two
dedicated Homeless Liaison
Officers to address
homelessness with compas-
sion and purpose, building
bridges between our police
department and social
services.
For Fire, the first year of
Measure Y has delivered
unprecedented improvements
in service delivery. Measure Y
funded the staffing of a new
engine company at Fire
Station 1, including the
promotion of three Fire
Captains, three Fire Engineers,
and the hiring of three new
Firefighters. Engine 41 (E41)
was placed into service in
March 2026.
On May 1, 2026, Squad 42
was placed into service at
Fire Station 2 through funding
from Measure Y and a FEMA
grant. This new unit added

three Fire Captains and three
Fire Engineers and provides an
innovative resource that en-
hances emergency response
capabilities while improving
operational coverage through-
out the City.
With these additions to
frontline staffing,  the Fire
Department reached a total of
83 sworn firefighters and
police is up to 139 officers—
the highest staffing level in 20
years. As a result, measurable
improvements in emergency
response times are already
being realized, strengthening
the Department's ability to
provide timely and effective
service to the community.
And yes, Measure Y is also
helping to improve the parks
and trails that make Clovis
such a wonderful place to call
home. We added a dedicated
tree crew and a new
specialized tree truck to keep
our urban forest healthy and
our trails safe and beautiful.
Measure Y also funded a
bathroom roof replacement at
Gettysburg Park and capital
investments in parks facilities
across the city.
Clovis, you made all of this
possible. This is what it looks
like when a community
believes in itself and takes
action to protect what matters
most. We are deeply grateful
for your support. Because of
you, we are able to protect the
services our residents rely on
today while building a stronger
financial foundation for the
years ahead.
Thank you.

You said you believe
in Clovis, and you
were willing to invest
in keeping it safe and
clean. I'm here to tell
you that the invest-
ment is paying off in
real, tangible ways.
Before Measure Y, the City
was facing a very real finan-
cial challenge. Our forecasts
showed projected deficits
that would have forced
difficult cuts to the very
services you count on most,
including 9-1-1 emergency
response, police patrols, fire
protection, and park
maintenance.
The passage of Measure Y
provided a much-needed solu-
tion. This one-cent local sales
tax began generating revenue
on April 1, 2025, bringing in
approximately $31 million
annually. As a result, we have
been able to stabilize our
General Fund for fiscal year
2025-26. Rather than facing a
deficit, this funding ensures we
are maintaining essential City
services, restoring previous
service cuts, and continuing to
invest in the programs and

When Clovis residents voted yes on
Measure Y in November 2024, with
nearly 67% approval, you made a bold
statement about the kind of city you
want to live in.

Measure Y – The
People’s Measure

WWE Hall of Famer Kevin Nash gives us his
Wrestling Take Down Report in print & online
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After the Final Bull Ride:
How the Clovis Rodeo
Association Prepares Year-
Round for Championship
Competition
By Armando Negrete
When the final bull ride ends
and the arena lights dim each
April, fans leave with
memories of thrilling rides,
lightning-fast barrel racing and
championship performances.
For the Clovis Rodeo
Association, however,  the
finish line is also the starting
gate.
Long before the first cowboy
nods for the gate or the first
bronc leaves the chute,
months of planning, facility
preparation and volunteer
work are already underway to

Fresno, Calif. – Nostalgic
memories of body slams and
choke holds permeated through
Chukchansi Park on Pro
Wrestling Night with WWE and
WCW legend Kevin Nash on
Saturday, Aug. 8. The Fresno
Grizzlies brought the two-time
WWE Hall-of-Famer and actor
to the ball game to sign
autographs and take
photographs with fans.
Nash was meeting and
greeting fans inside the
Grizzlies Team Store. A huge line
was stretched outside the store
with people waiting to interact
with their in-ring hero. The
former superstar signed

ensure one of California’s
premier rodeos returns each
spring.
“It does slow down compared
to rodeo weekend,” said Clovis
Rodeo Association President
Danny Swenson. “But we still
meet every month to prepare
for the next one.”
Once the dust  settles, the
association shifts its attention
to wrapping up finances,
evaluating the event and
managing its  year-round
operations, including the
banquet hall that regularly
hosts community and nonprofit
organizations.
Planning for the next rodeo
begins in earnest each
December when association
leaders attend the National
Finals Rodeo Convention in
Las Vegas. There, they renew
agreements with major
sponsors while continuing to
build relationships that help
attract top competitors and
deliver a first-class rodeo
experience.
By January, the focus moves
to the rodeo grounds as the
association begins
maintenance projects and
workdays to prepare the arena
and facilities for another
successful season.
While many fans think of the
Clovis Rodeo as a three-day
sporting event, Swenson said

April is filled with competition
long before opening night.
“The whole month of April is
packed,” he said.
The association hosts its
annual Ranch Rodeo,
showcasing the skills of local
cowboys, along with a major
roping competition and
activities surrounding Clovis
Big Hat Days. Together, the
events celebrate western
heritage while building
excitement for the
Professional Rodeo Cowboys
Association competition that
follows.
Although no major
construction is scheduled
before the 2027 rodeo,
Swenson said the association
has begun early planning for
what could become its most
ambitious capital improvement
project, the eventual
replacement of the historic
concrete grandstands.
The work extends well beyond
the arena.
Throughout the year,  the
Clovis Rodeo Association
hosts fundraising and
charitable events, including a
clay shoot benefiting Valley
Children’s Hospital,  the
Cowgirl Up Barbecue
supporting local nonprofits, the
President’s State Rodeo each
November and a holiday blood
drive in December.

Partnerships with
organizations such as Kiwanis
and the Boy Scouts also
provide hundreds of volunteer
hours that help make rodeo
week possible.
As preparations continue,
Swenson said the goal
remains unchanged: to deliver
one of the West’s premier
rodeo experiences while
preserving a tradition that has
defined Clovis for generations.
“The wheels are definitely in
motion for this coming rodeo,”
Swenson said. “We’ll continue

bringing the best animal stock
and the best  cowboys and
cowgirls to Clovis. It’s a great
family-friendly event, and we
look forward to seeing
everyone back next spring.”
For spectators, the Clovis
Rodeo may last only a few
days. But behind every ride,
every run and every
championship buckle is a
dedicated team working year-
round to make one of the
region’s signature sporting
events possible.

PRO WRESTLING NIGHT WITH KEVIN
NASH AT CHUKCHANSI PARK
everything ranging from action
figures, title belts, shirts, and the
list goes on. The fans shared
their memories of watching him
on their screens that included his
stint as the character
Diesel; his time with The
Kliq; being one half of the
duo The Outsiders; and of
course, there was the popular
group the New World Order
(nWo) that comprised of him,
Scott Hall, and Hulk Hogan.
The former heavyweight
champion also has a stellar
acting resume. His credits
include films like “Teenage
Mutant Ninja Turtles II: The
Secret  of the Ooze,” “The
Punisher,” “The Longest
Yard,” and “Magic Mike.”
Fresno wrestling fan Daniel
Perez attended the game with
his wife, Gina, to revisit an era
of professional wrestling that
had a lasting impact on him and
other fans.“It was great to meet
him,” Perez says excitedly.
“What a legend. A guy who has
a career like that. Seeing so

many things and who has done
so many things, and still was
excited to meet me was cool.”
Wrestling themed games
have been a popular
promotion for the Grizzlies
organization. In the past few
years they’ve brought legends
like Kurt Angle, Mark Henry,
and Eric Bischoff to Chukchansi

By: Steven Sanchez

Park to put more people in the
stands. “That’s amazing. This
is our town, our team, to have
a guest like this is incredible.
That’s nice that they’re putting
on stuff. Kevin Nash coming out
and helping out with that is
amazing,” says Perez.
The night was a win for the
organization and fans but not the

baseball team. The Grizzlies
fell to the Visalia Rawhide 4-
1 in the Highway 99 Rivalry
Series. They currently have a
59-48 record.

The evening was not about wins
and losses. The combination of
baseball and wrestling was the
perfect tag team. And it left a
“finisher” on those that attended.
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SPORTS
County

Sharing a spot on the podium
among the best track athletes
in California may be an
accomplishment of a lifetime,
reserved for the few who have
the talent and specialized skills
to reach that level. Two of
Clovis High School’s track
athletes fulfilled that goal in the
most competitive of environ-
ments May 29-30 at
theCalifornia Interscholastic
Federation’s State Track and
Field meet at Buchanan’s Me-
morial Stadium.

CHS’s Ella Merrihew and
Kayden Lewis-Burnley each
stood on the podium Saturday
afternoon May 30, as their
dream became a reality. Both
had qualified for lastyear’s
state meet, but neither quali-
fied for Saturday’s finals.

This time around, Merrihew
finished eighth in the discus
competition whileLewis-
Burnley took fourth in the long
jump, performances that rank
them among California’s best.

The Cougars’ 4x800 girls
relay team also qualified for
the state meet. While the team
of Chandler Cox, Jordan
Cazano, Colby Hubbird and
Bryana Ford didn’t make the
podium, its 13th place finish
earned them a spot among the
top relay teams in the state.
The girls’ time of 9:17.2 set a
school record for the event
and marked the first time in
Clovis High’s track history that
the Cougars ran in this event
at the state level.
Shot putter Caden
Arsenault’s showing at the
Masters Central Section quali-
fying meet May 23 earned him

a spot at the state meet.
Arsenault, a two-sport star
athlete for the Cougars (track
and football) finished his se-
nior year in 15th place at the
state with a throw of 52’4”.

Merrihew’s path to state
prominence began in the fourth
grade, when her family, and
especially her older brother
Aiden, encouraged her to par-
ticipate in track and field as
she made her way through
Mickey Cox Elementary and
Clark Intermediate schools.

“I just got good at it and
didn’t stop,” Merrihew said,
as she also credits track coach
Mark Prandini in teaching her
the fine points in discus when
she was in seventh and eighth
grade.
“[Coach Prandini] helped
me grow in discus,”
Merrihew said. “He taught me
how to do it and he helped me
tweak all of my stuff.”

Even while honing her skills in
discus, Merrihew also made a
name for herself in shot put.

Her high school ledger in-
cludes wins in both events at
the Bobbie Bass Carnival, and

By: David
Menendian

the Clovis East Carnival. She
won the Sanger Metric and
Tri-River Athletic Conference
championships in shot put, as

well as the Red Estes Central
Valley Classic and West Coast
Relays in discus. CONTINUED
ON PAGE 16

www.ClovisTimes.com
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/
120077561361868/posts/25963775983232005/

CHRISTINE ARBUCKLE WELCOMES
YOU TO FOLLLOW ON FACEBOOK!
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Every ten years, something special
happens in Clovis.
Thousands of Clovis High School
graduates—from the earliest graduating
classes to the newest alumni—return
home to reconnect with lifelong friends,
relive cherished memories, and celebrate
the school that helped shape generations
of Cougars.
This October, that tradition returns.

From October 8–11, 2026, the Clovis High
School Alumni Association (CHSAA) will
host its All-Class Reunion, a four-day
celebration expected to draw alumni from
across California and throughout the
United States. More than simply a
reunion, organizers say the event
celebrates Clovis High’s enduring legacy
while investing in its future.
Four Days of Cougar Pride

The reunion weekend begins Thursday,
October 8, with a golf tournament at
Dragonfly Golf Club, where alumni will
enjoy friendly competition. On Friday,
alumni will gather for a spirited Cougar
Rally, rekindling school traditions,
reconnecting classmates with music for
dancing by John Pemberton, and plenty
of food trucks.
The celebration reaches its peak on
Saturday, October 10, with the All-
Class Reunion at the Veterans Memorial
Building in Old Town Clovis, featuring
entertainment, recognition of alumni,
special presentations, and memories
spanning more than a century of Clovis
High history.
The weekend concludes Sunday with a
classic Car Show, showcasing vintage
automobiles while providing another
opportunity for families and alumni to
enjoy the festivities together. Including a

tribute to Clovis High School veterans
and distinguished CHS staff and alumni.
More Than a Reunion

While the reunion promises plenty of
nostalgia, its purpose reaches far beyond
looking back. Every dollar of net
proceeds from the event will help fund
two $1,000 Clovis High Legacy
Scholarships each year for the next ten
years—one awarded to a graduating
young man and one to a graduating young
woman who embody the values of Clovis
High School. “Our alumni understand
that the greatest way to honor the past is
by investing in the future,” organizers
said.
The Competition That Would Make
Doc Buchanan Smile

Adding an exciting new element to this
year’s reunion is the inaugural Doc
Buchanan Clovis High Cougar Class
Challenge The campaign was inspired by
the competitive philosophy of legendary
Clovis Unified
Superintendent Dr. Floyd “Doc”
Buchanan, whose leadership helped
transform Clovis Unified into one of
California’s most respected school
districts. As new high schools opened
throughout the district, people often asked
Doc whether he worried about Clovis
schools competing against one another.
His famous reply became one of the
defining principles of the Clovis Way: “I
love it when two Clovis schools
compete.”
When asked why, Doc would smile
and answer: “Because I always win!”
His point was simple. When students
compete with integrity, everyone
improves. That philosophy continues
today through academics, athletics, music,
agriculture, leadership, and now...
...fundraising.

Cougar Classes Competing for the
Future

The Cougar Class Challenge invites every
graduating class in Clovis High history to
compete against one another to see
which class can raise the most
scholarship money before October 10.
The goal is ambitious:

Raise $50,000 to establish a permanent
scholarship endowment. Once fully
funded, the endowment can continue
supporting Clovis High students for
generations, transforming today’s
donations into a lasting legacy.
Weekly leaderboard updates have quickly
generated excitement as alumni rally
classmates through social media, phone
calls, reunions, and friendly rivalries.
Every contribution—large or small—
helps move a class higher in the standings
while bringing the scholarship endowment
closer to reality.
Following the Race

Supporters can watch the competition
unfold through an online leaderboard that
is updated every week.
A donation page, QR code, and live
rankings allow alumni to see:
• Which graduating class is currently
leading
• How much each class has raised
• Overall progress toward the $50,000
goal
• Which classes are making late surges
before Reunion Weekend
The competition culminates during the
Saturday reunion, when the winning class
will be recognized before hundreds of
alumni gathered for the celebration.

Everyone Can Help
Organizers emphasize that donations are
not limited to Clovis High graduates.
Families, local businesses, former
teachers, community members, and
friends of Clovis High are all invited to
participate in building a scholarship that
will benefit future generations of
students. Whether someone graduated in
1956 or simply believes in supporting local
education, every gift helps strengthen the
legacy of Clovis High School. As Doc
Buchanan often demonstrated, healthy
competition doesn’t divide a
community—it inspires it to achieve
something greater together.
This October, Cougar pride won’t simply
be measured by attendance. It will be
measured by the opportunities today’s
alumni create for tomorrow’s students.
Event Information
Clovis High School Alumni
Association All-Class Reunion
October 8–11, 2026
Thursday: Golf Tournament –
Dragonfly Golf Club
Friday: Cougar Rally – Veterans
Memorial Building, Old Town Clovis
Saturday: All-Class Reunion –
Veterans Memorial Building
Sunday: Classic Car Show – Veterans
Memorial Building
Support the Cougar Class Challenge
Help your graduating class climb the
leaderboard by making a tax-deductible
contribution toward the $50,000
permanent scholarship endowment.
Every donation brings Clovis High one
step closer to creating scholarships that
will continue benefiting future Cougars
for generations.

Clovis Times Community Feature

A Decade in the Making: Clovis High Alumni
Prepare for Historic All-Class Reunion While
Building Scholarships for Future Cougars
By: Christine Arbuckle, All-Class
Reunion Chairperson
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

But discus became her primary
focus her senior year, which
paid off with a state appear-
ance, her second time partici-
pating at that level.

“I had improved on my tech-
nique, and my distance since
[last year],” Merrihew said.
“I was a lot more confident
in myself.”
And when the best discus
throwers in the state lined up
for their turns in Saturday’s
finals, the girls, even as
competitors, were encouraging
each other and cheering each
other’s efforts.

“In throwing, you obviously
compete with each other,”
Merrihew said, “but mostly,
you’re competing with your-
self. And you can see a great
mark and recognize it’s a great
mark and celebrate that while
still competing against them.
It’s mutual respect.”

E.J. Jackson, in his 10th year
as coaching track at CHS, and
eighth as head coach, was
gratified to see Merrihew
reach the podium in her final
high school efforts.
“She enjoys being out there
and chatting with the rest of
the team, and just makes sure
everybody’s having a good
time,” Jackson said of
Merrihew’s work and practice
ethic. “It’s not always serious
for her. But that’s a good thing.
She’s more relaxed and not so
tough on herself about other
things.”

So when Merrihew’s best ef-

By: David
Menendian

fort landed at 145 feet, 2 inches
on Saturday, a lifelong ambition
had been realized. “If you get
on the podium in the state
of California for anything,
you’re one of the best ath-
letes around the nation,”
Jackson said.

“I was shocked,” Merrihew
said when she found herself
standing on the podium late
Saturday afternoon at
Buchanan. “It was actually
happening, because that’s the
thing I’ve dreamed about.”

Lewis-Burnley’s performance
in the long jump reflected his
capacity to overcome injuries
that may have sidelined him as
the state meet approached. He
injured his hamstring in Clovis
High’s loss at Oakland Tech in
the Northern
California basketball regionals
on March 5. But intense physi-
cal therapy, rehab, and his com-
mitment to getting ready for
track’s biggest stage gave the
CHS the junior the chance he
needed and earned. “I came
back,” Lewis-Burnley said,
“but I needed a lot of recovery
time for me to feel better.”

Lewis-Burnley has had
plenty of support through the
years from his coaches as well
as his family. He says his in-
terest in track, in fact, began
when he was five years old
when his family nudged him in
that direction.  “All my
aunties, my dad, my
grandpa, everybody did
track,” Lewis-Burnley said.
“So my whole family is all
about track.”

Lewis-Burnley transferred to
Clark Intermediate for seventh
and eighth grade, spent a year
at San Joaquin Memorial High
School, and then settled at
Clovis High as a sophomore.

Coach Jackson believes the
gifted athlete can excel at any
sport, and LewisBurnley is no
exception. “He’s a phenomenal
athlete,” coach Jackson said of
his junior star. “He can play
football, he plays basketball,
he’s a great track star but could
probably play tennis if he
wanted to. He can go out there
and pick things up right away
because he’s so athletic.”

Both Jackson and Lewis-
Burnley emphasized the
distinction between the sixstep
and the eight-step approach in
long jump. The six-step
approach puts less stress on
Lewis-Burnley’s hamstring
injury, which helped him qualify
for the state meet at the Mas-
ters May 23. “He made the
state meet,” Jackson said.
“That’s all we wanted.”

Lewis-Burnley’s 22’10 1/4”
mark put him at fifth place
on Friday at the state meet,
easily placing him among the
top 12 qualifiers for Saturday.
And Saturday’s long jump
final provided some intense
drama as the event played out.

Lewis-Burnley’s 23’11.5”
jump had him in third place
while De LaSalle’s Damari
Dean had a decisive lead in the
event at 24’1”. Clovis West’s
Julius Sanders, however, had
one more jump as the event
concluded. Sanders, in fourth
place, landed at 24’5 1/4
inches, eclipsing all the
competitors in front of him,
and winning the state long
jump championship.
Lewis-Burnley, who knows
Sanders well and has
competed with the Clovis West
junior for two years now, was
thrilled for his competitor and
friend. He found Sanders
after the stunning finish and
embraced him.

As Lewis-Burnley watched
Sanders line up for the final try,
he could tell that his Clovis
Unified rival was about to
make the jump of his life.

“I saw it in his face,” Lewis
Burnley said. “He just looked
like he was going to win it. I
was very proud of him when
he did that. It’s incredible. I
told him, ‘You did it. Great job.
I’m proud of you.”

Jackson was especially
pleased with the girls’ relay
team all season, as it set, and
reset the school record in the
event three times in one year.
“It was a great accomplish-
ment,” Jackson said of the re-
lay team’s showing Saturday
night in an event that’s only
been around in California’s
state meet for four years. And
each of the members played a

pivotal role in the team’s
success. Cox, who starts the
relay for CHS is equally skilled
in the 800 and 1600 meter
races and has proven herself
in overcoming any obstacles.

“She’s a hard-working
athlete,” Jackson said of the
CHS sophomore. “I know she
had some health issues in the
past couple of years, but she’s
fought through it to get where
she is today. She’s just gonna
get better and better.”
“[Jordan Canzano’s] a tough
one too,” Jackson said. “She
just goes out there and runs her
heart out and just gives it
everything.”

Jackson pointed out that
Canzano’s health issues
included some scary moments
such as passing out after some
races, an issue that the CHS
junior has managed to over-
come. “We finally figured out
how to manage it,” Jackson
said, “so it’s been great.”
Hubbard owns four school
track records, including the
open 400 meters, and three
relays, the 4x100, the 4x400
and the 4x800. “[Hibbird’s] a
tough athlete so the [third leg]
is  appropriate for her,” Jack-
son said. “We see how tough
she is, her mentality and
she’s perfect for that.”
Ford, who anchors the 4x800
relay team, is the only senior
in the group, and excels in soc-
cer as well as track, and man-
ages to balance the two sports.
Ford will be going to Fresno
Pacific on a soccer scholar-
ship, but she finished final track
season on a high note.

“She’ll run hard and then go
to soccer practice,” Jackson
said, as he also noted her skills
at the anchor position. “She’ll
go down and chase anybody
down. She’s tough. I’ll ask her,
‘Hey, did you start your kick
too early?’ And she’ll say, ‘No,
coach, I start kicking at the last
300 meters.”

Assistant track coach Eloy
Quintana, a former Clovis High
track and cross country athlete,
trains the relay teams and ap-
preciates the value of what it
takes to reach the state’s high-
est level.

“Everyone wants to make it
to state,” Quintana said,
“but no one talks about the pro-
cess that it takes to get there.
And our girls really focused on
the process. We took things
one day at a time. They be-
lieved in themselves, and more
importantly they believed in
each other and they held each
other accountable. They’re
easy to coach.

They were just so focused,
and they believed in what the
program was about, from the
training to the culture. They
came together and sacrificed
for one another.” Quintana,
who will be looking to replace
Ford at the anchor position
next season, is proud of his
team’s accomplishment as the
season and the school year
camde to an end.

“When you make it to the
state meet in California,
first, that’s a huge achieve-
ment,” Quintana said. “Sec-
ond is when you’re actually in
the thick of things for medal.
Which we were, I can’t ask
more from our girls.”
Arsenault’s efficiency has
served him well in football as
well as track without demand-
ing much attention for himself.
“He’s a very quiet athlete,”
Jackson said of his premier
men’s shot putter. “He’ll go
to practice and not say much
but throw the heck out that
shot put and discus.”
Arsenault improved enough
from last year to advance
further at the state level. “This
year, he really focused on
getting a lot stronger, “ Jackso
said. “He’s one of the
strongest kids on campus.”

Arsenault placed second at
the Masters qualifying meet.
Not making Saturday’s finals
did not take away from his ac-
complishments in football as
well as track.

“The Masters was a huge
throw for him,” Jackson said.
“And [at state] he’s compet-
ing with some of the best
athletes in California. Even
the TRAC is considered one of
the best leagues in the state,
and maybe the country. It’s
like we have a state meet
every week.”
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Mr. Dudley wore many hats serving as P.E. teacher as well as
coaching several sports including basketball. He was about 20 years
older than us, which would put him in the age range of about 34 or
35 years old at that time. He was unique. Mr. Dudley came from
the school of…a coach teaches best by getting in the game himself.
Every day would find him at recess or basketball practice, not on
the sidelines, but on the court playing with us! Boy, did he play. He
could and would block, steal, pass and shoot better than the rest of
us. And we learned and got better as a result. In the process of
“hands on” teaching, he had a constant big smile. He also enter-
tained us with a steady stream of funny quips when one of us made
a mistake, such as – “Hey Fred, why are you taking a nap?” –
when I tripped and fell trying to defend Mr. Dudley’s extra-quick
layup. But we all loved it, in fact, we became better players just
trying to keep up with him and we definitely enjoyed his competi-
tiveness and humor.

Then there were the games once the season began. I don’t
remember how many of us were on the team, probably eight to ten
7th and 8th graders, the starting five plus a few subs. For away
games Coach Dudley always crammed us into his old Volkswagen
bus. Sometimes I even got to sit in the front seat. He always hunched
over the steering wheel as he drove us to the other small schools in
nearby towns. Come to think of it, he was pretty quiet during those
drives. While we were ‘goofing off’ like normal Jr. High boys, he
was unusually somber – probably working a game plan in his mind.
Eventually, we took our cues from him and settled down, concen-
trating on the game and our individual assignments. At game time
Mr. Dudley continued to be super focused, with no funny com-
ments like at practice, just constant encouragement and reminders
as he sat on the bench. When a ref made a bad call, he quickly
registered his opinion very forcefully, yet respectfully. We knew he
always had our back!

Mr. Dudley also went above and beyond when he showed
extra care for us as individuals. One time he invited my cousin,
Tim, and me to join him and his two younger sons on a camping trip
near Sequoia National Park – our first time camping. We hiked,
explored and enjoyed the mountain trails. As typical starving junior
high boys, Tim and I were impressed with his excellent outdoor
culinary skills!

Too soon we found ourselves in High School and we rarely
saw Mr. Dudley again. Life went on – college, marriage, jobs,
having kids, and now grandkids and retirement. Tim and I both chose
teaching for our careers. He ended up in Visalia, teaching and coach-
ing at Golden West High School and I landed in Clovis at Nelson
Elementary teaching and, wait for it ….coaching elementary boys
in basketball!

I know Mr. Dudley greatly influenced me because his example is
still fresh in my mind almost 60 years later.

So, here’s to all dedicated coaches and teachers. Your hard
work and encouragement with a little fun thrown in will im-
pact your students for a lifetime – just like Mr. Dudley!

Mr. Dudley –
Teacher and Coach
Extraordinaire
As summer draws to a close far too quickly,
and the first day of school beckons just
around the corner, my thoughts turn to the
many teachers and coaches who influenced
my life. One, in particular, was Mr. Dan
Dudley. During my junior high years in
1968 – 1969, at Woodlake Junior High,
he truly stood out!

Rudy Acosta III is the owner of Clovis Ink Tattoo and the author of
Kings of Flesh: The Survival Guide. In 2007, Rudy and his father, Rudy Acosta
Sr., fought to open what became the first tattoo shop in Clovis. Nearly 19 years later, Clovis
Ink is still operating and serving the Central Valley. Rudy wrote Kings of Flesh to pass down the
real lessons artists and apprentices often learn the hard way, including safety, sanitation, client
care, ethics, mentorship, burnout, business survival, and responsibility behind the art.
Kings of Flesh: The Tattoo Shop Survival Guide
60 lessons every tattoo artist and apprentice needs to know.
This is not a theory book. This was written by a working artist, shop owner, and mentor who
has spent decades inside the industry. It covers the real things client emergencies, sanitation,
licensing, shop politics, money, taxes, aftercare, mental health, burnout, and the conversations
nobody else is having.
If you are just starting out, this book will save you years of hard lessons. If you have been
tattooing for a while, this book will make sure you actually know what you think you know.
60 lessons. No fluff. No filler. Just the standard.

Book: https://inkclovis.gumroad.com/l/kingsofflesh

https://fresyes.com/fresno/the-shop-thats-been-making-memories-permanent-clovis-ink-tattoo/

T A L K

Kings of Flesh
The Survival Guide

Father and son fought
to open Clovis’ first
tattoo shop.

Inside the book

Tattooing is art, but a real shop
survives on responsibility.
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TED LAURENT:
GREAT AMERICAN
FREEDOM REVIVAL
www.RevivalUSA.net

The Owner,
Mr. Harold
Blanchard
Has Over
35 years
of Auto

Experience

John Hancock would call out the delegates by name. One by one each man would rise, make his way to the table and sign his name. No conversations,
only silence. This was the hour of their testing. The very moment they would lay it all on the line; the defining moment of their pledge.
Flys buzzing about, and the echoing sound of hardened souled shoes treading across the hard-wood flooring. Then a dip of the quill pen with a tap upon
the ink jars side, and the scratching of pen and parchment. John would call out another name. It was methodical and deeply solemn; eerily silent in
between the calling out of names, but the sweating and beating anxious hearts carried a dialogue all its own. 
Each delegate alone in his thoughts. Ben Franklin had dreamed of this for over thirty years, and it must have been difficult to steady his mind and take in
the magnitude of the occasion. It was tedious and momentous, like a NASA countdown ahead of the next Apollo flight. These men have hammered out a
declaration so bold and courageous, the weight of their decision was choking, yet liberating.
In the back of their mind, they recalled Britains resolution demonstrated on Bunker Hill. They were fully aware of the vast armada of ships and troops that
recently landed in New York. Each name called breaking the silence more firmly cemented the colonists resolve. No one believed it would be easy; they
signed anyways.
Ben Franklin quipped that they all must “hang together or they will most certainly hang separately.” The last line of the declaration pledged their lives, their
fortune and their sacred honor. It was a pledge they would keep and pay a great price for.
New Jersey delegate and co-signer Abraham Clark gives us an important historical example of the sacrifice our founding fathers endured. Two of his
sons would be captured and tortured; offered to be returned if Abraham would abandon the American cause. He did not. One son died shortly after his
release due to injuries and illness from captivity and the other never fully mentally recovered. 
Little did Richard Stockton know that he would soon be captured and lose his health upon a British prisoner ship and die soon thereafter. Four others
would be captured and tortured before they died.
Little did the wealthy John Hancock know that he would end up penniless.

Some delegates lost their wives, their children, and most a piece of their soul. Their sacrifice was great. It was the greatest of all sacrifices. The
commitment to birth a Christian nation; to live freely and justly; to worship God without government control. Some did lose their lives, many lost their
fortunes, but no one lost their sacred honor.
What a foundation they have laid for us? What a moment in world history being played out in the middle of 1776? What an example for us today. Their
story and the price paid for our freedom, is beyond comprehension. We must not and simply cannot be the generation that lets it all slip away. 
John Jay once said; “Every member of the State ought diligently to read and to study the constitution of his country and teach the rising generation to be
free. By knowing their rights, they will sooner perceive when they are violated and be the better prepared to defend and assert them.”
Holding truths to be self-evident requires a deep familiarity with them. John Jay’s advice still rings true today.

For more historical insights and inspirational articles, visit revivalusa.net

That Great Day
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CROSSWORD  PUZZLE  SOLUTION

SIERRA VISTA MALL TO
SERVE AS 2026 COOLING

CENTER
Clovis, CA, 2026 – With temperatures
climbing, Sierra Vista Mall has
partnered with the City of Clovis and the
Clovis Fire Department once again to serve residents
during periods of extreme heat. Residents are welcome
to stay cool at Sierra Vista Mall Monday through Sat-
urday from 11:00 AM to 8:00 PM and Sunday from
12:00 PM to 6:00 PM on any day when the National
Weather Service predicts Clovis temperatures to be
105 degrees or greater.

STAY INFORMED AT:  www.clovisca.gov
THERE IS A LOT GOING ON AT CLOVIS CITY HALL

Building – ............................... (559) 324-2390
City Attorney – ...................... (559) 324-2060
City Clerk – ............................ (559) 324-2060
City Hall Information – ......... (559) 324-2000
City Manager – ..................... (559) 324-2060
Construction Management – (559) 324-2350
Development Review –.......... (559) 324-2350
Engineering – ........................ (559) 324-2350
Finance – ................................ (559) 324-2130
Fire Dep. – (Non Emergency) ......... (559) 324-2200
Personnel/Risk Mgt. – ........ (559) 324-2725
Planning and Development – (559) 324-2340
Police  (Non Emergency) – ......... (559) 324-2400
Public Utilities – ................... (559) 324-2600
Recreation – ......................... (559) 324-2780
Senior Activity Center – ...... (559) 324-2750
Solid Waste – ....................... (559) 324-2604
Streets, Parks and Water – (559) 324-2600
Transit – ................................. (559) 324-2770
Utility Billing – ....................... (559) 324-2130

CALL US

The City Manager is an appointed office estab-
lished by the Clovis Municipal Code and under the
laws of the state of California. The City Manager is
appointed by the City Council to serve as the chief
administrative officer of the City. The City Manager
is responsible for administering all operations,
finances, activities, and projects consistent with City
Council policy directives and applicable municipal,
state, and federal laws. The City Manager appoints
and removes all employees on the recommendation
of the various department heads, with confirmation
of appointment or dismissal of department heads by
the City Council.

MEET THE CITY MANAGER

City Manager Andrew Haussler

Administration
The Administration Department is made up of the City Council, City Manager, City
Clerk, Economic Development and City Attorney. As the elected legislative body of
the City of Clovis, the five City Council members have overall responsibility for the
scope, direction, and financing of city services. The council is also responsible for
establishing land use policies through the General Plan and zoning regulations. Under
the Council-Manager form of government, the City Council provides policy direction
to the City Manager, who is responsible for administering city operations. In setting
policy, the council works closely with citizen advisory commissions and committees,
considers staff information and recommendations, and receives comments from the
general public.

The City Attorney
The City Attorney is an appointed office established under the laws of the state of
California and the Clovis Municipal Code. Professional legal services for City Attor-
ney are presently obtained by contract as determined by the City Council. The City
Attorney is the city’s chief legal advisor and represents the city in civil actions; pros-
ecutes violations of the Municipal Code; drafts ordinances, resolutions, contracts,
leases, deeds, covenants, bond and other financial documents, and other legal docu-
ments required by the City Council, City Manager, city commissions, and city de-
partments; and pursues right-of-way acquisitions.
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Voting is the fundamental way
to make your voice heard,
especially in a state as diverse
as California. Even if it sometimes
feels like one party tends to dominate the
conversation, every vote matters more
than people often realize.  Your vote is
your voice, and using it means you still
have a say.
Secondly, Republicans in California
have a unique opportunity to shape
policy at the local level. Whether it’s city
council, county boards, or school districts,
showing up at the polls can influence local
leadership and ensure a more balanced
representation.  Your vote can actually
help shape those decisions.
When Republicans participate
actively in the voting process, it sends
a signal that all perspectives are valued.
It helps keep the political conversation
dynamic and responsive to the needs of
all citizens, which can lead to more
effective governance overall.
The eligibility requirements for
voting in California are detailed in the
California Elections Code Division 2,
Chapter 1, Section 2101.  Specifically, the
code requires that voters must be United
States citizens, residents of California,
and at least 18 years old by Election Day.

In addition, individuals cannot be serving
a state or federal prison term for a felony
and must not have been found mentally
incompetent to vote by a court.
The relevant sections of the
California Elections Code outline these
disqualifications. For example, the code
notes that anyone currently serving a
felony sentence is ineligible to vote. It also
disqualifies individuals convicted of
certain felonies involving bribery,
embezzlement, or perjury from holding
office, which indirectly influences
eligibility to vote in some cases.
When it comes to paying people to
vote or register, California has strict
restrictions. It’s illegal to offer money or
anything of value to someone to get them
to vote or register. A law called SB-398
sets penalties of up to $10,000 in fines or
even imprisonment for up to three years
for anyone who breaks this law. In short,
you can’t pay someone to vote or even
pay them just to register, and violators
face serious consequences
There have indeed been a number
of state and federal elections that
came down to incredibly tight margins.
For example, a report from the Center
for American Progress noted that from
1976 to 2021, over 85 U.S. Senate
elections were decided by less than 3%
of the vote. Similarly, more than 410 U.S.
House elections since 1976 were also
decided by similarly slim margins.

In fact, some elections have been even
closer. In 2016, over 340 state office
elections were decided by fewer than 500
votes, and out of those, more than 85
were decided by fewer than 100 votes.
These razor-thin outcomes highlight just
how critical each vote can be in
determining the direction of policy and
leadership.
In the 2024 showdown between John
Duarte and Adam Gray in California’s
13th congressional district, the margin
was incredibly tight. We’re talking about
just 187 votes difference, which is razor-
thin. This race wasn’t called until weeks
after Election Day because they had to
count every last vote.
Here are 10 races that were nail-
biters, each decided by fewer than
100 votes:
1. Virginia House of Delegates (2017):
Decided by literally a single vote, and it
even ended in a tie that got resolved by
pulling a name out of a bowl.
2. Kentucky State House (2018): One
district came down to a 1-vote margin as
well.
3. Alaska State House (2018): This one
was decided by just one or two votes and
had a recount drama.
4. Wyoming House District 35 (2020):
Ended with a difference of only 6 votes.
5. Iowa’s 2nd Congressional District
(2020): Was decided by only 6 votes after
an intense recount.
6. Massachusetts State House (2020): A
race came down to an 11-vote difference.
7. Connecticut State House (2018): One
race wrapped up with a 13-vote margin.
8. Vermont State House (2016): Decided
by 20 votes.
9. New Mexico State House (2018):
Another super close call with a 30-vote
margin.

10. Minnesota State House (2016): One
race was decided by just 12 votes.
Again, these razor-thin outcomes
highlight just how critical each vote can
be in determining the direction of policy
and leadership.
With all the questionable
shenanigans going on with voting in
California, too many people are thinking
their vote doesn’t matter and are not
voting.  Voter integrity is only a part of
the problem.
California voters not voting is the far
bigger problem. I completely
understand that a large portion of the
population wants in-person voting with
voter identification and one day elections,
but for the time being we have mail in
voting over several weeks.  Since we
have this, why not use it to our benefit.
There is NO EXCUSE to have less than
80 to 90% voter turnout.
Do you worry about the problems in
California?  Do you complain about the
problems in California?  Do all your
friends and family know how you feel
about these problems?  BUT DO YOU
VOTE?  If you do not participate in the
simplest part of the solution, how can you
complain?  If you are going to just roll
over and not vote, maybe you should just
roll over and accept what Democratic
policies are doing to this great state.
I completely believe what is going on
is far greater than Democrats
manipulating election results.  I believe
this is psychological warfare designed, by
Democrats, to get the Republican voter
to believe their vote doesn’t count.  To
turn the Republican voter back into a
member of the SILENT MAJORITY.
EVERY VOTE COUNTS!!  MAKE
IT TOO BIG TO RIG!!  VOTE!!

BY: ELECT JIM POLSGROVE
for STATE ASSEMBLY DIST 31

www.Polsgrove$calif.com
polsgrove4calif@gmail.com
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