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The 
Universe

Galileo Galilei

· � Galileo Galilei is best known for 
improving the telescope to be 
used to study the planets and 
stars.

· � Galileo Galilei was the first 
scientist to prove that the Earth 
and the planets revolved around 
the sun.
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Mercury
· �Mercury is the smallest 

planet in our solar 
system.

· �Mercury doesn’t really 
have an atmosphere.

The 
Universe

Jupiter
· �Jupiter is the biggest 

planet in our solar 
system. 

· �Jupiter has a Great Red 
Spot. This oval-shaped 
object is greater in size 
than Earth.

The 
Universe
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Mars
· �Mars is half the size of 

Earth

· �Like Earth, Mars has 
seasons, polar ice caps, 
volcanoes, canyons, 
and weather.

The 
Universe

Neptune
· �Neptune is dark, 

cold, and very windy, 
encircled by six rings.

· �Neptune is more than 
30 times as far from 
the sun as Earth is.

The 
Universe

Earth
· �Earth is the only planet 

in our solar system we 
know of that supports 
life.

· �Earth is a terrestrial 
planet. It is small and 
rocky.

The 
Universe

Uranus
· �Uranus is made of 

water, methane, and 
ammonia fluids above 
a small rocky center.

· �Uranus is surrounded 
by a set of 13 rings.

The 
Universe

Venus
· �Venus is the hottest 

planet in our solar 
system.

· �Venus spins in the 
opposite direction of 
Earth and most other 
planets.

The 
Universe

Saturn
· �Saturn is nicknamed 

the “Ringed Planet” – it 
has more than 30 ring 
systems around it.

· �The rings of Saturn are 
made out of chunks of 
ice and rock. 

The 
Universe
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