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August 11, 2026

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Our hearts are with the people of Colombia these days following the devastating 7.4-magnitude
earthquake that struck western Colombia. This powerful quake tore through the coffee-growing
heartland on Monday morning. Buildings have collapsed, and many families have lost loved
ones, homes, and everything they possess.

At least 224 people have died, hundreds have been injured, and many others remain in urgent
need of shelter, clean water, food, medical care, and other basic necessities. As rescue and relief
efforts continue, the needs of these families are great.

In this moment of suffering, the Church continues to be a source of compassion and hope.
Catholic Relief Services (CRS), in collaboration with Caritas Colombia and its local Church
network, is responding to the immediate needs of those affected and accompanying communities
as they begin the long journey of recovery.

As members of the Body of Christ, we cannot remain indifferent to the suffering of our brothers
and sisters. Their pain is our pain; their hope is our hope. Through prayer and generosity, we can
become instruments of God's compassion and mercy.

[ humbly ask you to pray for the people of Colombia and, if you are able, to make a contribution
to support emergency relief and long-term recovery.

Donations may be made directly to Catholic Relief Services: CRS Colombia Earthquake Relief.
You may also send your donation through the Diocese of San Bernardino, payable to the
Diocese of San Bernardino. All donations received will be forwarded to Catholic Relief
Services to assist those most affected.

Thank you for your prayers, compassion, and generosity. Together, let us remind the people of
Colombia that they are not alone. The Church stands with them, prays for them, and walks with
them in hope.

May God comfort those who mourn, strengthen those who are suffering, and bless all who are
working to bring healing and hope.

United in prayer and mission,

/DJ Aj?
Rev. Duong Nguyen, SVD

Director of Missions
Diocese of San Bernardino


https://www.cnbc.com/2026/08/10/earthquake-on-pacific-coast-shakes-colombian-capital.html
https://www.crs.org/donate/colombia-earthquake

