
 

January 11, 2026 | 10 am 
Jesus, Our Shepherd | Epiphany 

 

 

Welcome to Camphor Memorial UMC! 
 

We are an open, welcoming, and affirming congregation, intentional and  
inclusive of all God’s people. Camphor worship services are filmed, recorded 

and broadcast on line. Whoever you are — you are safe here. 

Prayer Corner 

Prayer Requests 
• We extend our Christian love and heartfelt condolences to the family and 

loved ones of Brenda Bolar-Ford, who transitioned in December 2025. We 
continue to lift the family in prayer, trusting God’s comfort and abiding     
presence in this season of loss.  

• Carlton Garner and Garner Family 
• Family of Renee Good & Powderhorn Community 
• Immigrant Community 
• People of Venezuela  

 

“A Light to Guide, A Hope to Hold ” 
Adapted from Church Assistant: Liturgy, Bible Study, Prayer 

 
 

God of light and revelation, we step into this new year carrying both memories 
and hopes, aware of the burdens we’ve known and the grace that has kept us. 
As the season of Epiphany unfolds, remind us that your light still shines in        
unexpected places. When direction feels unclear, be the star that leads us       
forward. Teach us to move not in fear but in faith, trusting that your Spirit is      
already ahead of us. May your wisdom guide our decisions and your love dwell 
deeply in our communities. Let this year be marked not just by what we do, but 
by how we follow—more boldly, more humbly, more faithfully. And like the wise 
ones of old, may we seek you with open hearts and return changed. In the name 
of Jesus, our Light and our Way, we pray. Amen.  
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Seniors and Homebound 
• Doris Douglas 
• Johnette Houston 
• Pat Jemie 
• Barbara Wulf 



Prelude 

ϯ  Bringing in the Light | Processional                 

Welcome                Pastor Cynthia Williams 

ϯ CALL TO WORSHIP                                Brandon McAfee, Jr. 

One:   The Lord is our Shepherd—we shall not want. This is not just poetry—it 
  is a declaration of trust, a testimony of grace, and a song of survival.  

Many:  In every season, God walks with us. In the green pastures of rest  
  and the shadowed valleys of fear, we are never alone.  

One:   Our Shepherd prepares a table in the presence of trouble. We don’t  
  just survive—we are fed, we are filled, and we are honored.  

Many:  We are not chased by fear, but followed by goodness. We are not 
  trapped by shame, but wrapped in mercy.  

One:   God restores what the world tries to break. God anoints us—not        
  because we’re perfect, but because we’re beloved.  

Many:  In this Shepherd’s care, there is safety for the weary, strength for 
  the weak, and purpose for the wandering.  

One:   So come with your questions, your quiet, your celebration, and your  
  need. Christ, our Shepherd, is already here.  

Many:  We come to worship the One who leads with love, speaks with  
  peace, and stays with us through it all. Amen.  

(Adapted from Church Assistant: Liturgy, Bible Study, Prayer)  

 Ϯ   All stand 
 *   Please be Seated 
      Where indicated, speak or sing the words in bold 

Centering Moment: Our Daily Bread 
Check out today’s passage from  

“Our Daily Bread” to get centered for Worship. 

Camphor Bulletin Board 
 

Announcement Submissions: Please submit announcements for the         
newsletter, bulletin, and Tuesday weekly email by 10 a.m. two weeks       
before the desired publication date, ensuring events are promoted at least a 
month in advance to allow the congregation sufficient time to engage and 
participate.  

This Week @ Camphor Memorial UMC 
 

Change for Change: Small Coins, Big Impact!  
 

We are excited to continue our Change for Change    
monthly offering—an opportunity to share loose coins and 
spare dollars to support local organizations making a 
meaningful difference in our community. All funds are      
received through the Oglesby House of Blessing and       
distributed to a different recipient each month. The           

January 2026 recipient is Agape High School.  
 

Agape High School supports pregnant and parenting teen 
mothers by providing a nurturing environment where they 
can complete their high school education through a holistic 
approach focused on academic success, parenting support, 
and college and career readiness. Join us in this small but 
powerful way to make a difference together.  

 
 

Stay Connected with the Camphor Community by scanning the 
QR Code to  subscribe & obtain updates in your inbox!   

Tuesday, January 13th 6:30 pm– Finance Team Meeting (Zoom) 

Wednesday, January 14th 6:30pm– Bible Study (Zoom)  

Friday, January 16th 11 am– UWF Dorcas Circle (Lower Level) 

Saturday, January 17th 10:30 am– Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

Sunday, January 18th 
MLK Sunday 

 

8:45 am: Adult Sunday School (Conf. Rm) 

10 am: Worship (Sanctuary & Live-Stream) 



ϯ Hymn of Praise          “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”                     
AA/HH 175 | UMH 400 

 

[Verse 1] 
 Come, thou Fount of ev'ry blessing, Tune my heart to sing Thy grace! 

Streams of mercy never ceasing, Call for songs of loudest praise: 
Teach me some melodious sonnet, Sung by flaming tongues above. 

Praise the mount! O fix me on it, Mount of Thy redeeming love.  
 

[Verse 2] 
Here I raise my Ebenezer; Hither by Thy help, I'm come; 

And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, Safely to arrive at home: 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, Wand'ring from the fold of God; 

He, to rescue me from danger, Interposed His precious blood.  
 

[Verse 3] 
 O to grace how great a debtor Daily I'm constrained to be! 

Let Thy goodness, like a fetter, Bind my wand'ring heart to Thee: 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, Prone to leave the God I love; 

Here's my heart, Lord, take and seal it, Seal it for Thy courts above.  
 

(Worshippers May Enter) 
 

Centering Prayer (In Unison)                                                  Brandon McAfee Jr. 
 

 

Jesus, our Shepherd, Thank You for leading us here—not by force, but by 
faithfulness. We come carrying both joy and burden, and You welcome it all. 
In Your care, there is no need to pretend. You make space for every story, 
every wound, every hope. As we quiet ourselves in this moment, help us to 
feel the still waters of Your presence. Remind us that we are seen, we are 
safe, and we are surrounded by Your mercy. Restore us where we are weary. 
Guide us where we feel lost. And anoint us again with the oil of Your joy. In 
Your holy name, Amen.  

(Adapted from Church Assistant: Liturgy, Bible Study, Prayer)  

Passing of the Peace                   Brandon McAfee Jr.  

Let us offer one another signs of reconciliation, peace, and love. Saying, to our 
neighbors, “the peace of Christ be with you," the response is, “And also with 
you!” 

(Worshippers May Enter) 

Save The Date 

Annual Meeting & Chili Cook-Off  
 

Camphor family, you’re invited to our Annual Meeting 
on Sunday, January 25, following Sunday service. We 
will begin with a Chili Cook-Off, sharing food and          
fellowship, and then gather to reflect on the life of the 
church and prayerfully plan for the year ahead.  
  
Interested in participating in the Chili Cook-Off? Please 
email Hannah Matthews, Communications Coordinator 
via communications@camphorconnects.org  
 
All church members are welcome as we come together 
to celebrate where God has been at work and look 
ahead in unity and hope. 

Black Affair Photos for Sale 

Photos from the Black Affair are now available for purchase at $10 per image—
visit the front page of camphorconnects.org to access the order form. Complete 
the form by reviewing all photos, selecting the images you wish to order, and 
choosing the quantity for each. The order form will remain open through January 
31, 2026, with all orders delivered by email beginning the week of February 1, 
2026; questions may be directed to office@camphorconnects.org.  

Experiencing God Bible Study  

Join us for an eight-week study, Seven Realities for             
Experiencing God: How to Know and Do the Will of God, on 
Wednesday’s at 6:30 pm via Zoom  

This small-group-friendly study explores seven biblical      
realities from Exodus 3 that help believers recognize God at 
work and join in God’s activity through an obedient love            
relationship.  

The book is required for this study. You 
may purchase it by scanning the QR code.  

Zoom link:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89022802750  



Song of Intercession      His Name is Wonderful        AA/HH 307 | UMH 174 

His name is wonderful, his name is wonderful,  
His name is wonderful, Jesus my Lord 

He is the mighty king, Master of Everything 
His name is wonderful, Jesus my Lord 

 
He’s the great shepherd, the Rock of all ages, 

Almighty God is he 
Bow down before him, love and adore him 

His name is wonderful, Jesus my Lord. 
 
Joys and Concerns | Intercessory Prayer                   Pastor Cynthia Williams 

Lord’s Prayer (In Unison)  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

Gathering our Community/Announcements        Pastor Cynthia Williams 

Ministry of Giving/Offering                                Pastor Cynthia Williams 

Scan the QR Code to give online via Square or PayPal! 
1st Offering: Change for Change 

2nd Offering: Tithes & General Offering 
 
 
 
 
Ϯ The Doxology                                                             UMH 95 | AA/HH 651 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.   

Praise God all creatures here below;  

Praise God above ye heavenly host;   

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen 

 
Ministry of Music                                            Women’s Chorale 

ϯ Scripture Lesson                               Psalm 23 (NRSVue)                  Dr. Camille Davidson 

1 The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2  He makes me lie down in green pastures; 
he leads me beside still waters; 3 he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his 
name’s sake. 4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil, for you are 
with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 5 You prepare a table before me in 
the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in 
the house of the Lord my whole life long. 

(Leader: The Word of God for the People of God/ All: Thanks be to God) 

Ministry of Music                                                       Women’s Chorale 

Sermon                           Jesus, Our Shepherd                  Pastor Cynthia Williams 

 

Invitation for Prayer                                 Pastor Cynthia Williams 

(Those who desire prayer or anointing with oil may come at this time.)   

ϯ Benediction with Blessings                                                             Pastor Cynthia Williams 
 

Let the Church say Amen,  
Let the Church say Amen 

God has spoken, Let the Church say Amen 
 

(Worshippers may depart. Go in Peace) 
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“The awareness of being a child of God stabilizes the ego and gives it the strength to 
withstand the attacks of criticism or the praise of flattery. In the stillness of the quiet, if we 
listen, we can hear the whisper of the heart giving strength to weakness, courage to fear, 

hope to despair. It is Jesus who has faced life with all its demands—and has met them. 
And it is He who is with us, in us, walking beside us through the valley. His voice is the 

shepherd’s voice. His presence is the assurance that we are not alone.” 
 

— Howard Thurman, Jesus and the Disinherited  



A Pastoral Letter to the Dakotas–Minnesota Episcopal Area  

“The Lord is close to the brokenhearted; ...those whose spirits are overwhelmed.” 
- Psalm 34.18 NLT, adapt.   

“He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of 
you   but to do justice, and to love kindness,  and to walk humbly with your God?” 

- Micah 6.8 NRSV   

Grace and peace to you in the name of Jesus Christ.   

I write as one who, in my episcopal role, is called to guard the faith, shepherd the 
people, and work for unity. It is from this responsibility that I offer these words.  

Today in Minneapolis, during a federal immigration enforcement operation, 
Renee Nicole Good was fatally shot. Investigations are underway. Accounts differ. 
Many details remain unclear. At the time of this writing, what we know, and must 
not move past too quickly, is this: a human life has been lost.   

The work of the church begins here. Before we receive deep analysis or a full    
explanation of the events that led to the shooting, we enter into lament. 
We grieve a life ended too soon. We hold in prayer the family and loved ones 
who now carry an unimaginable loss. We acknowledge the fear and trauma this 
event has stirred, especially among immigrant and refugee neighbors for 
whom encounters with law enforcement already carry profound risk.  

We also speak to the wider moment in which this tragedy occurred. Across our 
nation, we are witnessing a troubling willingness to normalize violence as a tool 
of order and to resist accountability as though it were a threat rather than a     
safeguard. The church must say clearly: power that is unexamined, unchecked, or 
unaccountable stands in tension with the way of Jesus Christ.   

Scripture reminds us that authority is given for the sake of the common good. 
When power is exercised, its first obligation is to preserve life and protect 
the vulnerable. The measure of justice is not how quickly actions are justified, but 
how faithfully truth is sought and responsibility is held.    

This word is spoken not in condemnation, but in love. Love for communities      
living in fear. Love for institutions that must be called back to their highest        
purposes. Love for a nation whose soul is shaped, for better or worse, by the 
choices it makes in moments like these.    

As your bishop, I call our congregations to be places of refuge and prayer in the 
days ahead. Be attentive to grief. Listen deeply to those who are afraid. Stay   
rooted in Christ, who chose the way of self-giving love over the way of force.   
 
In moments of grief and uncertainty, most of us naturally lean toward news voices 
we already trust. In our vulnerability, we rush to make complex situations         
clear-cut. While that is human, it can also narrow our understanding. I encourage 
us to broaden our listening, seek out careful reporting from news sources         
representing multiple perspectives, and remain open to voices that may          
challenge our assumptions. Expanding how we listen is one way we practice     
humility and love in the pursuit of truth. 
 
In this fragile space between tragedy and truth, may we be a people who lament 
honestly, seek justice humbly, and refuse the lie that violence has the final word. 
We hold fast to the resurrection promise that love endures and that life, not 
death, will have the final say.    
 
May the God who binds up the brokenhearted draw near to all who mourn, 
and may the Spirit lead us in the way of justice, mercy, and peace.   
 
Grace and peace,   
 
Bishop Lanette Plambeck  
Resident Bishop  
Dakotas-Minnesota Episcopal Area of The United Methodist Church  
 
Prayer  
God of mercy and nearness, we come to you with heavy hearts. We grieve a life 
lost and hold close all who mourn. Be near to those whose hearts are broken, to 
those who are afraid, and to all who are waiting for truth to come into the light.    
 
In this tender space between tragedy and understanding, teach us to lament    
honestly, to seek justice with humility, and to walk gently with one another.   
 
Guard us from haste, from hardened hearts,  and from the temptation to let fear or 
violence shape our way.  We place our hope in you, O God of resurrection. When 
death and grief seem to have the final word, remind us that life and love endure.  
Make us instruments of your peace, and keep us faithful in the days ahead.  
 
We offer this prayer in the name of Jesus who brings life out of death and hope 
out of sorrow. Amen.  


