
 

February 1, 2026 | 10 am 
Black History Month | Epiphany 

 

 

Welcome to Camphor Memorial UMC! 
 

We are an open, welcoming, and affirming congregation, intentional and  
inclusive of all God’s people. Camphor worship services are filmed, recorded 

and broadcast on line. Whoever you are — you are safe here. 

Prayer Corner 

 
Prayer Requests 
• Chaplain Irene Weaver– Recovering at Home 
• Family of Renee Good & Alex Pretti 
• February Caucuses 
• Immigrant Community 
• All who are experiencing Trauma 

 

“Prayers of the People” 
From Valerie Bridgeman Davis (Africana Worship Book-Year A) 

 
 

God of Unity, We come before you dismayed at our own divisions. We have 
struggled as your church to live in unity; but we are divided—along all the fault 
lines of our societies. The ruptures in our families, among friends, among        
denominations, among nations are wide and deep. When we attempt to get on 
the same page, we build taller walls and dig deeper trenches. God, help us! We 
know that Christ is not divided. We know that it is your baptism to which we have 
been called. It is your service to which we are compelled. You have called us to 
proclaim the gospel, but we even fight about what that is. Help us, God! Help us 
to give up our power, and our privileges. Help us to yield for the sake and cause 
of the cross of Jesus. Help us to want the unity you share, for you are one; in you 
there is no division. Help us to embrace and to live the foolishness of a life    
emptied of power and given to service, in the likeness of our Savior, Jesus 
Christ. Help us to walk in salvation—in the name of the Servant Christ, Amen. 
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Seniors and Homebound 
• Doris Douglas 
• Johnette Houston 
• Pat Jemie 
• Barbara Wulf 



Prelude 

ϯ  Bringing in the Light | Processional              

Welcome                Pastor Cynthia Williams 

ϯ CALL TO WORSHIP                                  Mary Louise Archer 

One:   This is the day the Lord has made—a day to rise in truth, walk in love,  
  and stand in the light of God’s justice.  

Many:  We come not to perform religion, but to practice righteousness.  
  We come to seek the heart of God.  

One:   The prophet Isaiah declares: “Is this not the fast I choose? To loose  
  the bonds of injustice, to let the oppressed go free?”  

Many:  We come ready to worship not just with words, but with our lives. 
  To be repairers of the breach and restorers of the streets.  

One:   On this first day of Black History Month, we honor the prayers, pro 
  tests, and perseverance of those who walked before us—who fasted  
  for freedom and stood in the fire for justice.  

Many:  Their light still shines. Their witness still speaks. And we are still  
  becoming.  

One:   So come with open hands, open hearts, and a hunger for more than  
  comfort—come seeking transformation.  

Many:  We are here to worship the God who breaks chains, builds     
  bridges, and shines through every act of justice. Amen.  

(Adapted from Church Assistant: Liturgy, Bible Study, Prayer)  

 Ϯ   All stand 
 *   Please be Seated 
      Where indicated, speak or sing the words in bold 

Centering Moment: Our Daily Bread 
Check out today’s passage from  

“Our Daily Bread” to get centered for Worship. 

Sharing of the Meal Please come forward as the ushers direct to receive by intinction: 
taking a piece of bread and dipping it into the cup.  
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving (In Unison)  

Gracious God, We thank You for this holy meal—for the bread that     
strengthens us and the cup that reminds us we are never alone. You have 
fed us with grace, met us in love, and called us into Your justice. As we rise 
from this table, may we carry the taste of Your mercy and the power of Your 
Spirit into a world still in need. Let this meal move us—beyond comfort, into 
compassion; beyond routine, into righteousness. In the name of Jesus, our 
Liberator and our Light, Amen. 
 

(Adapted from Church Assistant: Liturgy, Bible Study, Prayer)  

 

ϯ Benediction with Blessings                                                  Pastor Cynthia Williams  
 

Let the Church say Amen,  
Let the Church say Amen 

God has spoken, Let the Church say Amen 

(Worshippers may depart. Go in Peace) 

Ushers, Parking Ministry, and all others who would like to attend are invited 
to stay after worship today for a Security In-Service Training, as we continue 

our commitment to keeping Camphor a safe and welcoming place for all.  
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“The work we are called to do is not easy. It requires risking comfort for truth,     
silence for speech, and fear for faith. But when we dare to do the work our souls 

must have, we live out God’s justice—not just in word, but in witness.” 
 

— Rev. Dr. Katie Geneva Cannon  



ϯ Hymn of Praise  “How Great is Our God/How Great Thou Art Melody”    
 

[Verse 1] 
The splendor of a King, clothed in majesty 

Let all the earth rejoice, all the earth rejoice 
He wraps himself in Light, and darkness tries to hide 

And trembles at His voice, trembles at His voice 
 

[Refrain x2] 
How great is our God, sing with me 

How great is our God, and all will see 
How great, how great is our God 

 

[Verse 2] 
Age to age He stands, and time is in His hands 
Beginning and the end, beginning and the end 
The Godhead Three in One, Father, Spirit, Son 

The Lion and the Lamb, the Lion and the Lamb [Refrain] 
 

[Vamp] 
Name above all names 

You Are Worthy of all praise 
And My heart will sing 
How great is our God 

 

[Bridge x 2] 
Then sings my soul 

my savior God to thee 
How great thou art, how great thou art 

 
(Worshippers May Enter) 

 
Centering Prayer (In Unison)                                                    Mary Louise Archer 
 

God of light and liberation, We come before You hungry for more than ritual. 
Hungry for more than surface change. We want Your truth to shape us. Your 
justice to stretch us. Your love to lead us. On this Communion Sunday, and at 
the start of Black History Month, remind us that we are part of a sacred       
story—a people who have endured, resisted, and risen. Let this moment be 
more than routine. Let it be renewal. Shine Your light in us and through us, 
until justice rolls like water. Amen. 

(Adapted from Church Assistant: Liturgy, Bible Study, Prayer)  

Prayer of Confession (In Unison)                                                             

God of mercy and justice, We confess that we have not always lived in the 
light. We have spoken peace but not pursued it. We have sung of freedom 
but stayed silent in the face of oppression. We have prayed for change but 
resisted the cost of it. Forgive us for every time we settled for comfort over 
calling, performance over purpose, religion over relationship. Let this be the 
moment we return to You—wholeheartedly and humbly. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                 Pastor Cynthia Williams 
 

One: Beloved, hear the good news: God is not finished with us. The light still 
shines. The Spirit still moves. And mercy still flows.  
 

All: In Christ, we are forgiven, renewed, and set free to live in the light of 
God’s justice. Amen. 

Service of Word and Table (The Great Thanksgiving)        
       
The Lord be with you. And also, with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks & praise.  
 
...We praise your name and join their unending hymn Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God, and power and might, heaven and earth are full of your  glory.           
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the 
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  
 
...as we proclaim the mystery of faith Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will 
come again. 
 
...now and forever. Amen. 
 
And now, with the confidence of children of God, let us pray: 
 
Lord’s Prayer (In Unison)  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 



Passing of the Peace                   Mary Louise Archer 

Let us offer one another signs of reconciliation, peace, and love. Saying, to our 
neighbors, “the peace of Christ be with you," the response is, “And also with 
you!” 

(Worshippers May Enter) 

Song of Intercession       There’s Something About That Name    AA/HH 301 

Jesus, Jesus, Jesus!  
There’s just something, about that name 

Master, Savior, Jesus!  
Like the fragrance after the rain 

 
Jesus, Jesus, Jesus!  

Let all heaven and earth proclaim 
Kings and Kingdoms will all pass away 

But there’s just something about that name. 

 
Joys and Concerns | Intercessory Prayer                   Rev. Dr. Theresa Mason 

Gathering our Community/Announcements        Pastor Cynthia Williams 

Ministry of Giving/Offering                                Pastor Cynthia Williams 

Scan the QR Code to give online via Square or PayPal! 
1st Offering: Change for Change 

Organization Spotlight: Dorcas Society– Dr. Beverly Hawkins  
2nd Offering: Tithes & General Offering 

 
 
 
 
Ϯ The Doxology                                                             UMH 95 | AA/HH 651 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen 
 

Ministry of Music                                                           Sanctuary Choir 

 

ϯ Scripture Lesson                             Isaiah 58:1-12(NRSVue)                      Carlton Garner 

1 Shout out; do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my      
people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. 2 Yet day after day they seek 
me and delight to know my ways, as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness 
and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask of me righteous judgments; 
they want God on their side. 3 “Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble      
ourselves, but you do not notice?” Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day 
and oppress all your workers. 4 You fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a 
wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard on high. 5 Is 
such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head like a 
bulrush and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to 
the LORD? 6 Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo 
the straps of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 7 Is it not 
to share your bread with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
when you see the naked, to cover them and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 8 
Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; 
your vindicator shall go before you; the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 9 
Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, 
“Here I am.” 10 If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the 
speaking of evil, if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the         
afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday. 
11 The LORD will guide you continually and satisfy your needs in parched places and 
make your bones strong, and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water 
whose waters never fail. 12 Your ancient ruins shall be  rebuilt; you shall raise up the 
foundations of many generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the  
restorer of streets to live in. 
 

(Leader: The Word of God for the People of God/ All: Thanks be to God) 

Ministry of Music             Sanctuary Choir 

Sermon                    Live in the Light of God’s Justice     Pastor Cynthia Williams 

Invitation for Prayer                                 Pastor Cynthia Williams 

(Those who desire prayer or anointing with oil may come at this time.)   
 
Call to Confession           Pastor Cynthia Williams 
 
The prophet reminds us: God is not impressed by hollow fasting or empty worship. 
What the Lord desires is a heart that turns, a life that listens, and a spirit willing to be 
changed. Let us come boldly and honestly before the God who sees and still loves. 



Ways to Respond in the midst of the ICE Surge:  

Many of you wonder how you can help, what you can do to offer care and        
support to our neighbors being targeted by ICE. Scan the QR Codes to learn 
some action steps you can take:  
 
Educate yourself about the rights of immigrants and community 
members who encounter ICE from the American Civil Liberties 
Union (ACLU)  
 

 
 
Read this fact sheet from the Immigrant Law Center of Minnesota 
 
 
 
 

 
Read or listen to this segment from Minnesota Public Radio (MPR) 
on the do’s and don’ts if you monitor immigration actions in        
Minnesota.  
  

 
 
Contact your U.S. senators and representatives to voice your   
concerns about immigration enforcement and to tell them what is 
important to you.  
 
 

Donate or volunteer with the  
 

Minnesota Immigrant Rights Action Committee (MIRAC) 
  
 
 
Immigrant Law Center of Minnesota 
 
 
 

Support immigrant-owned small businesses, and check in on your neighbors who 
might be targeted.   

Camphor Bulletin Board 
 

Announcement Submissions: Submit announcements by 10 a.m. two weeks 
before publication (events: at least one month in advance).  
 

This Week @ Camphor Memorial UMC 

 
Change for Change: Small Coins, Big Impact!  

 

We continue our monthly Change for Change offering—
loose coins and spare dollars supporting local                   
organizations through the Oglesby House of Blessing.  
 
The February 2026 recipient is Dorcas Circle, a ministry 
of Camphor’s United Women in Faith that demonstrates 
Christ’s love and compassion for those in need. Since April 

2025, this faithful group has served unhoused neighbors by preparing and        
delivering over 900 lunch bags, organizing hygiene supplies, and donating     
winter hats and gloves, many of them handmade.  

 
Experiencing God Bible Study  

Join us for an eight-week study, Seven Realities for                   
Experiencing God: How to Know and Do the Will of God, on 
Wednesday’s at 6:30 pm via Zoom  

The book is required for this study. You may purchase it on 
Amazon  

Zoom link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89022802750  
 

 

Monday, February 2nd 6:30 pm: Trustee’s Meeting (Zoom) 

Wednesday, February 4th 6:30 pm– Bible Study (Zoom)  

Saturday, February 7th  1 pm: Woman’s Chorale Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

Sunday, February 8th 
 
 

8:45 am: Adult Sunday School (Conf. Rm) 

10 am: Worship (Sanctuary & Live-Stream) 



Black History Month Moment– George Bonga 
Fur Trader, Translator, Bridge-Builder 

 
George Bonga was one of the first Black people 
born in what would later become the state of       
Minnesota. Born around 1802, Bonga was the son 
of Pierre Bonga, a Black fur trader, and an Ojibwe 
mother—placing him at the crossroads of African 
American and Indigenous history in the Upper    
Midwest. 
 
George’s grandfather, Jean Bonga, had been 
brought to Mackinac Island after the American    
Revolution by a British officer. Whether enslaved or 
indentured, Jean eventually gained his freedom, 
married, and established a family whose legacy 
would become deeply rooted in the region. Pierre 

Bonga went on to work successfully in the fur trade near present-day Duluth and 
ensured his son received an education in Montreal. 
 
When George Bonga returned to the Great Lakes region, he was fluent in Eng-
lish, French, and Ojibwe. He followed his father into the fur trade, working for the 
American Fur Company, where his skills and knowledge of the land drew the    
attention of U.S. territorial governor Lewis Cass. Bonga was hired as a guide and 
translator and played a key role in negotiations with the Ojibwe. His signature   
appears on treaties from 1820 and 1867. 
 
Comfortable moving between cultures, Bonga frequently guided traders and 
travelers through the region and often advocated for the Ojibwe in their dealings 
with trading companies and the U.S. government. After the American Fur       
Company closed in 1842, Bonga continued trading and later opened a lodge 
with his wife on Leech Lake, where they welcomed travelers for many years.     
Visitors recalled Bonga as a gifted storyteller who loved sharing memories of  
early Minnesota and singing. 
 
George Bonga died at Leech Lake in 1874, leaving behind a legacy of resilience, 
cultural connection, and leadership at a pivotal moment in Minnesota’s history. 
—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————- 
Source Note  
This Black History lesson on George Bonga is excerpted from Hannah Jackson 
Matthews’ Black History in the Twin Cities Calendar © 2024 
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Lift Every Voice: Celebrating Our Black Musical Heritage  
 
Invite your friends and family to join us for this 
special Black History Month worship service on 
Sunday, February 8. This service will feature 
guest vocalist Amiee K. Bryant, Quinlan 
McWilliams, musician, Darryl Boudreaux on 
African drums, with T. Mychael Rambo    
leading the experience as we honor the songs 
and voices that have shaped our faith.  

 
Train & Truth: Black Church Caucus Push 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Camphor members and friends are invited to take part in the Black Church      
Caucus Push as we build people power together. Join the Caucus Training on 
Monday, February 2 at 6:30 PM at Greater Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, 
and participate in the MN Precinct Caucuses on Tuesday, February 3 at 7:00 PM. 
Scan the QR code for details and come be part of this important work.  

 
Save the Date: Ash Wednesday Worship | Wednesday, February 18th  

 
Join us for our Ash Wednesday Service on Wednesday,        
February 18, at 6:30 PM, as we begin the Lenten season      
together in prayer, reflection, and the imposition of ashes.    
Worship with us at Camphor Memorial UMC as we prepare our 
hearts for the journey toward Easter.  


