SARDIS
FAÇADE GRANT PROGRAM
Funding provided from tourism taxes
Grants are available for 50% of the cost of front exterior rehabilitation for buildings located within the commercial footprint of the Sardis City limits including, Main Street, Lee Street / Hwy 315 and Hwy 51.  The maximum amount is $1000.00 per façade and a maximum co-op amount of $150 for graphic design. 
· All work must be done on the exterior of the building and result in a publicly visible improvement.  Work on the rear or the roof of the building is not eligible for a façade grant.  Grants may be used for approved types of renovation.  Examples include:

· Removing of false fronts/metal canopies

· Safe cleaning of brick/stone fronts (chemical stripping, water wash or scraping-no sand blasting is allowed)

· Re-painting

· Repair/replacement of windows and doors

· Installations of awnings or canopies

· An awning is any covering, regardless of material (canvas, metal, glass, etc.) that has slope to it

· A canopy is any covering, regardless of material (metal, wood, etc.) that is flat in its installation

· Re-pointing of brick

· Structural repair

· Installation of appropriate signs

· Historic reconstructions

· Landscaping including sidewalks and plantings

· Downtown Façade Grant funds cannot be used to correct an outstanding code violation, for property damaged by collision, acts of nature or occurrences covered by insurance.  
· The following property types are not eligible for the façade grant program:

· Tax delinquent property

· Property whose owner has any tax delinquent property

· Property in litigation

· Property owned by religious groups

· Exclusively residential buildings

· Prospective Applicants will be required to meet with the Sardis Chamber of Commerce.  Meetings will be scheduled by request in the cover letter for the application. 

· Applications must include architectural drawings and/or detailed explanation of proposed work and price estimates from individual/business that will be completing the work.  A photograph or photographs of the existing building should be submitted as well.

· If the Sardis Chamber approves the application, they will make a recommendation to the Sardis Mayor and Board of Aldermen for approval. If approved, a digital Letter of Approval and Notice to Proceed will be sent to the applicant and the Chamber.  The approval of any application is at the sole and absolute discretion of the Sardis Chamber and the Sardis Mayor and Board of Aldermen.  The Sardis Chamber and Sardis Mayor and Board of Aldermen reserve the right to deny any application for any reason or no reason at all at their sole and absolute discretion.  

· Once approved, the applicant should secure the services of the appropriate contractors needed to complete the work. All contractors must be properly registered, licensed and bonded as required by law.  The selected contractors will be expected to complete the project in accordance with the approved plans, all applicable codes, ordinances and building practices.  
· Funds for graphics design or architectural work will not be reimbursed unless approved and the work is completed as approved and limited to 50% of fees not to exceed $150, e.g., if the graphic’s fees total $300, reimbursement will be $150. If they exceed $300, reimbursement will not exceed $150.
· The Sardis Chamber of Commerce will distribute funds. 
· If applicant is leasing the building, written consent from the property owner to conduct façade improvements must be submitted with the application.

· Renovations must be completed within six months of application approval or the owner may request a one-time extension for two months stating the reason for delay.  It is at the sole discretion of the Sardis Chamber to grant the extension.
· Grant is to be calculated and used for exterior facades only.

· Grant amount shall be paid only when construction is completed and approved by the Sardis Chamber of Commerce.
SARDIS
FAÇADE GRANT APPLICATION
Date of Application: _________________________

Applicant: ___________________________Property Owner: ____________________________

Applicant Address: ______________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________
Telephone: _________________________Email Address: _______________________________

Project Physical Address: _________________________________________________________

Name of Business: ______________________________________________________________

Project Start Date: _____________________Project Completion Date: ____________________
Project Description (attach a current photo as well as any color samples or renderings): 
______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Contractor Name & Contact Information: ____________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Total Cost of Project (attach contractor’s bid): ________________________________________

Façade Amount Requested: ____________________
Graphic Design Amount Requested: ____________________

I understand the limits and requirements of this program and if approved, agree to complete the project according to plan.  

In addition, I shall indemnify and hold harmless, the Sardis Chamber of Commerce and the City of Sardis from and against any and all claims, actions, causes of actions, demands, damages, losses, costs, expenses and compensation of whatsoever kind and nature which may hereafter accrue on account of or in an way growing out of any and all known or unknown, foreseen and unforeseen bodily and personal injuries and property damage and consequences thereof, which might result from any occurrence in connection with this grant.  
Signature of Applicant: __________________________________Date: ____________________

Signature of Property Owner: _____________________________Date: ____________________

