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Historical And Revolutionary Era Context of “Laus Deo”
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The phrase "LAUS DEO" is Latin for "Praise God." “Laus Deo” was a VERY COMMON phrase in
newspapers and expression of speech throughout the Revolutionary period and beyond to celebrate good
news. This "LAUS DEO!" above was printed as an expression of thanksgiving and religious praise for
the monumental American victory that had just occurred: the British surrender at the Battle of
Yorktown. The text directly above it commemorates the surrender of Lieutenant General Charles Earl
Cornwallis and over 5,000 British troops to General George Washington on October 17, 1781. This
victory was the last major battle of the Revolutionary War and effectively guaranteed American
independence. The use of LAUS DEO! served as a public, fervent declaration of gratitude to God for
this decisive military triumph. It was printed by Francis Bailey, the printer and publisher of The
Freeman’s Journal newspaper “Open to All Parties, But Influenced by None.”
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After publishing the full text of the Treaty of Paris (signed Sept. 1783), which brought an end to the
Revolutionary War with Britain, the printers (or publishers) of the Pennsylvania Gazette. The statement
was directed at the "late dispersed and exiled inhabitants of this city" (New York City) who were
returning home after years of British occupation.

The full quote, which appeared in the newspaper shortly after November 25, 1783, was specifically a
celebratory announcement on the occasion of Evacuation Day, when the British finally withdrew from
New York City at the end of the Revolutionary War.

“Laus Deo” was so commonly used over the 18" and 19" centuries that there was no explanation needed
with its use for people even 100 years later (!) after the Revolutionary War when the Washington
Monument was finally completed and the capstone was placed on top of it. The Latin Phrase was then
in headlines in hundreds of newspapers across the entire country and even in England! Here are a few:


https://www.newspapers.com/search/results/?keyword=%22Laus+Deo%22&sort=paper-date-asc
https://www.newspapers.com/search/results/?keyword=%22Laus+Deo%22&sort=paper-date-asc
https://www.newspapers.com/image/39695540/?match=1&terms=%22Laus%20Deo%22
https://www.newspapers.com/image/39695540/?match=1&terms=%22Laus%20Deo%22
https://www.newspapers.com/image/41024306/?match=1&clipping_id=181812152
https://www.newspapers.com/search/results/?keyword=%22Laus+Deo%22+capstone&sort=paper-date-asc
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Why was “Laus Deo” inscribed on the capstone of the Washington Monument?

The inscription of "Laus Deo" on the aluminum capstone of the Washington Monument was placed
there for a combination of reasons that reflect the Christian sentiment and values of the time:

1. An Act of Reverence and Dedication: The primary reason for the Latin phrase,
meaning "Praise be to God," was to celebrate the completion and dedicate the monument and
the nation it overlooks to the Almighty. It was a clear, quiet, and enduring declaration that the
builders and the nation's founders attributed their success and blessings to the Biblical God and
the Father of America.

2. A Declaration of Faith for the Future: The inscription is placed on the east face of the
capstone, facing the rising sun. This placement is symbolic, ensuring that the phrase is the first to
be touched by the sun each morning over the nation's capital, perpetually giving "praise to God"
from the highest point of the structure.

3. Part of the Overall Religious/Moral Context: The monument was completed during a time
when public expressions of Christian faith were common. The foundation cornerstone contained
a Holy Bible, and numerous memorial stones donated by citizens and groups throughout the
structure feature biblical verses and religious sentiments. "Laus Deo" served as a fitting apex to
this collection of spiritual tributes.

It is important to note that the inscription is on the aluminum capstone itself, which was placed on
December 6, 1884. At the time, aluminum was a rare and valuable metal (considered precious like
silver) and was chosen for its anti-tarnishing properties and its function as a lightning rod terminal. The
phrase "Laus Deo" was one of several inscriptions carved THE DAY BEFORE into the aluminum
before it was set in place, but only those two words are all alone on the east side of capstone, the first
structure in D.C. to be hit by the morning sunrises each and every morning!


https://www.newspapers.com/image/525285233/?match=1&terms=%22Laus%20Deo%22%20capstone
https://www.newspapers.com/image/604705940/?match=1&clipping_id=181817553
https://www.newspapers.com/image/55589587/?match=1&clipping_id=181816840
https://www.nps.gov/wamo/learn/historyculture/index.htm#:~:text=Inscribed%20on%20the%20aluminum%20cap,%22Praise%20be%20to%20God.%22
https://www.nps.gov/wamo/learn/historyculture/index.htm#:~:text=Inscribed%20on%20the%20aluminum%20cap,%22Praise%20be%20to%20God.%22
https://www.historicnewengland.org/the-washington-monument-a-striking-story/#:~:text=The%20Washington%20Monument%20was%20dedicated,the%20top%20of%20the%20obelisk%3F
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National Park Service
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10/20/07
Dear Mrs. Bomar:

My wife and | led a tour group of 55 Californians to the Washington, D.C. area in early June of 2007.
One of the sites we visited on June 4 was the Washington Monument, in which we beheld what we
believe to be, at very least, an unnecessary withholding of information to the public or, at most, an
intentional one about its religious history and dedication.

| apologize for my delay in writing, as | wanted to respond to you as soon as we returned to California,
but | was caught up in several summer emergency situations with my pastoral position, then | was invited
on a trip to Iraq with actor/legend Chuck Norris to encourage U.S. troops, during which we visited 15
bases there.

Before going to the Washington Monument, | read online all about it at the National Park Service (NPS)
website. (http://www.nps.gov/archive/wamo/home.htm) Particularly of interest to me was the capstone,
about which the NPS website (http://www.nps.gov/archive/wamo/history/chap5.htm) says the following,
as quoted from “A History of the Washington Monument (1844-1968)” by George J. Olszewski (1971):

o T T Pt O I B + e = e L8 1

Setting the aluminum capstone (from NPS website) on Dec. 6, 1884


mailto:Mary_Bomar@nps.gov
https://crossfireusa.org/my-trip-to-iraq-w%2F-norris
http://www.nps.gov/archive/wamo/home.htm
http://www.nps.gov/archive/wamo/history/chap5.htm

SETTING THE CAPSTONE

To complete the obelisk, the aluminum capstone weighing 100 ounces, the largest single piece
of aluminum cast to that time, was placed atop the pyramidion on Saturday, December 6, 1884.
Colonel Casey was elated at meeting his deadline for completion of the Washington Monument.

Prior to delivery of the capstone in Washington, it was placed on exhibit at Tiffany's in New York
City where it was placed on the floor and persons could have the dubious prestige of "jumping
over the top of the Washington Monument." Engraved on the four sides of the capstone was the
official record of the construction of the monument.

The west face read: "Corner Stone laid on bed of foundation, July 4, 1848. First stone at height
of 152 feet laid August 7, 1880. Capstone set December 6, 1884"; and the east face read "LAUS
DEOQO."[Praise be to God] The north and south faces contained names of the commission and the
key men in the work of completion. Although weatherbeaten, the inscription is still visible.

The laying of the capstone was appropriately celebrated. At the top of the monument, a special
scaffolding had been constructed where the principals involved with the construction of the
monument could stand. As thousands of eyes were trained upward toward the pinnacle, a 60-
mile—per—hour wind was blowing, and the footing was dangerous. According to S. H. Nealy's
sketch of the ceremony, P. H. McLaughlin, project superintendent, placed the tip on the
pyramidion as the rigger, James Hogan, released an American flag to signify the completion to
the cheers of the crowd below and the booming of cannon brought from Fort Myer, Va., especially
for the occasion. Also on the top platform were Bernard R. Green, civil engineer, Capt. G. W.
Davis, assistant project engineer, Colonel Thomas Lincoln Casey, Chief project engineer, and
Lewis O'Brien, foreman.

Specifically those highlighted or thanked on each side of the capstone were the following
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington_Monument)

The four faces of the pyramidal point all bear inscriptions:

W. W. CORCORAN,

North Face West Face South Face East Face
JOINT COMMISSION CORNER STONE LAID ON CHIEF ENGINEER AND
AT BED OF FOUNDATION ARCHITECT, THOS.
SETTING OF CAPSTONE. JULY 4. 1848 LINCOLN CASEY,
’ ) COLONEL, CORPS OF
CHESTER A. ARTHUR. FIRST STONE AT HEIGHT ENGINEERS.foundhere LAUS DEO.

Assistants: GEORGE W.

OF 152 FEET LAID [Praise be to God (Latin)]

JOHN NEWTON.
Act of August 2, 1876.

CAPSTONE SET
DECEMBER 6, 1884.

Chairman. DAVIS, CAPTAIN, 14TH
M. E. BELL. AUGUST 7, 1880. INFANTRY, BERNARD R.
EDWARD CLARK. GREEN, CIVIL ENGINEER.

Master Mechanic. P. H.
MCLAUGHLIN.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington_Monument
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Lincoln_Casey
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Lincoln_Casey
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The Other Fellow’s Job

NO. 26—THE METAL ENGRAVER

This is the man who has taken the ancient human instinct for inter-
twining two wobbly hearts with a rusty jackknife on a tree trunk and has
made & profession out of it. To him and to others like him come people
with belt buckles, tie clasps, signet rings, babies’ drinking cups, watches ..nd
a thousand other sorts of things in order that he may decorate with
the initials of sweet girl graduates. brides, bridegrooms and the people who
gave them such mice presents last Christmas.

He is one of the few types of men on earth who really believe that the
Egyptian hieroglyphic actually means jsomething.
He believes that because he has seen so many
fancy monograms that seemed to mean nothing
but that sctually were initials twined into each
other. His supremest triumph is to hear,
“How pretty! What are the initials, any-
way—let’s see—A, J. T. Aren't they?” And
to reply, “No, M. O. Z.” For it is given to him
to sce thiogs in monograms that nobody else
can see. He puts them there,

For William
H. Linthieom
(pictured here-
with decorating
the back of a
wrist watch)
there have been
other and more
lasting triumphs,
He it was who
engraved the
aluminum  eap-
stone which still
forms the tip of
the Washington
Monument. There
is a story to it.
The engravers in
the Bureau of
Engraving and
Aluminum never had

WILLIAM H, LINTHIOUM

Printing in Washington had said it couldn’t be done.
been engraved, they said, and never could be engraved.

Somebody in Washington said, “Take it over to Linthicum, in Baltimore.™

That was the day before the cap was to be put into place, and everybody was
frantic. So they brought it to Baltimore and asked Mr, Lintheium about it.
Mr. Linthicum bnoilt himself a new “graver,” or cutter, and by next day had
it all eograved, with the names of eversbody on the committee, President
Chester A. Arthur and bis entire Cabinet, the dates of the cornerstone laying
and dedication aud the words, “Laus Deo.”

It takes years o make an engraver, Mr. Linthfeum says, and he {s never
‘through learning, because metals, precious and otherwise, always have some-
thing to teach mankind. He has been learning for 54 years,
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The replica of the capstone
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Obviously one cannot view the capstone atop the Monument, so the NPS has made a replica and placed
it for all to see within the Monument on the 2" floor from the top, where there is a mini-museum and one
catches the elevator to descend to the ground. | somehow walked right by the replica in my first visit to
D.C. (2006) so was anxious to check it out in my second visit (2007).



The replica of the capstone

(Source of photo unknown at time)
One of four sides of the capstone etched with dedication words A view of two sides of the capstone

Upon reaching the top of the Monument and joining another part of our group already up there, the
principal of our school rushed to me and said, “You must have been mistaken about one side of the
capstone reading LAUS DEO (“Praise be to God”) in Latin.” | asked puzzled, “Why’s that?” She replied,
“Because it's no where on the replica.”

| took a quick look around and out the four windows looking toward the White House (north), Lincoln
Memorial (west), the Jefferson Memorial (south), and the Capitol (east). Then | walked downstairs and
began to stare intently at the replica. | looked through the glass box that encased the capstone, and |
read the inscriptions on all THREE visible sides—with the names of the engineers, architects, builders,
words of dedication, etc.
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As the capstone replica sits in 2007 in the 2™ floor from the top of the Washington Monument

| then realized the fourth side of the capstone base was pressed so tightly up against the wall that one
could no way read what was inscribed upon the 4™ side of the capstone facing the wall. So | pressed my
head firm against the wall above the replica and tried to catch an angle of light, while squinting to see
any writing at all. | could barely make out some etching looking down from that bird’s eye view, but there
was simply no way | would have known what it said unless | already knew the saying was there--“Laus
Deo.” So surely | thought, if the one side of the replica is hidden from public sight, they have certainly
written something about it. There was no description of “Laus Deo” on the front side of the replica stand.
There was also no description of “Laus Deo” on the large information display on the wall in back of the
replica. There was nothing there, absolutely NOTHING—no way for any visitor to ever know that the
words, “Laus Deo” (“Praise be to God”), were inscribed on the original capstone!

So | sought a ranger with the National Park Service in the Monument and asked, “Why are the words
‘Laus Deo’ on the replica of the capstone hidden from view?” She smiled at me and said, “It's not a
conspiracy or anything.” Interesting first answer | thought! | replied, “I didn’t say anything about
conspiracy. | was just wondering why all the sides of the replica are not shown to the public?” She got
more serious and responded, “Two reasons. First, the replica is directionally positioned inside the
Monument as it is positioned outside-atop the Monument.” (Therefore, | was to conclude, the side with
the Latin inscription, ‘Laus Deo,” faces the U.S. Capitol building on the outside and therefore is justified
to be smashed up against the same directional wall on the inside.) So | commented further, “But you
can’t even see or read the inscription when it's pushed right against the wall. Why not move it out a little
so people can read it?” She replied, “There’s not enough room” (In reality it would not hinder any flow of
foot traffic whatsoever or create any congestion if it was out even 2 feet—people would merely walk
around it). So | asked further, “Why not pull the replica out just a few inches and put it on a pole so that
one can turn it and see its sides?” She said nothing in response. “Or how about placing a small mirror
in the back of it, so people can at least see the inscription facing the wall?” She said nothing still. “Or
why doesn’t the wall information display about the capstone in back of the replica say anything about the
hidden inscription?” She finally broke her silence, “I don’t know.” Then with a small bit of frustration |
added, “And why isn’t the replica placed on any of the other three walls inside the Monument, so that the
other sides of it with their inscriptions (with the builders, architects, etc., names) are pressed up against
those walls? (The answer is obvious that people would complain if their ancestral loved one’s name was
hidden from view. So should it be any different if “God” is hidden?)



A closof the capstne rIica in 2007

Is it merely a coincidence that the one side with the inscription, “Laus Deo,” just happens to be pressed
against the wall for no one to read it? Was that really an accident? Absolutely unintentional? Did
someone not think anyone would care? Well, | care! And | know tens of thousands of others will too
once they find out about this revisionism in the Monument. | don’t know why more have not cried injustice,
but I'm not going to just sit back and watch one more “unintentional” covering of America’s religious
history at our historic sites. Just as people would never tolerate the sides of the replica with the
Monuments architects or builders’ names being unreadable against the wall, so | do not like the title of
my Creator, “God,” hidden from everyone’s view—especially when those who created and placed the
capstone were clearly thanking Him for its completion.

As | finished dialoguing with the NPS ranger and began to walk away, | asked one more quick question,
“Are you asked very often about the phrase ‘Laus Deo’?” She said, “No.” | asked, somewhat sarcastically
in retrospect, “How could they if they couldn’t see or read about it?” (But then again, is that the goal??).
| told her that | would be writing the NPS, asking them to please rectify the position of the replica so that
the public can see and read about those who were thanked on all sides of the capstone, including God.
If the creators of the Monument were so grateful for their Heavenly Father (God) that they inscribed a
praise specifically to Him alone on one side of the capstone, shall we then show disrespect to them and
God by covering it up? If the National Park Service is seeking to preserve such historic sites with
integrity and dignity as their creators intended them to be understood, then it seems only right that a full
disclosure and education of the capstone’s inscription be known to the public inside the Monument, just
as it is on the NPS website.

An unexpected additional discovery

When | arrived back in California and did some research, | discovered that the replica display had been
repositioned and its signage changed sometime after A.D. 2000, when the below photo was taken and
the replica was actually slightly turned out so that one could see “Laus Deo” on the back side—though
still with some effort.
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(Source of photo unknown at time)
Capstone replica display in A.D. 2000 slightly turned out so one could see “Laus Deo” inscription on back side

(Source of photo unknown at time)
Close up of capstone replica turned out (A.D. 2000 photo)
with descriptive plaque citing and describing, “Laus Deo.”

If you look closely at the photos, you can see the descriptive plaque immediately underneath the capstone
replica. What is amazing is what it contained—the wording and description of “Laus Deo”!'—which was
entirely removed from the new description we viewed in June 2007. The new sign leaves off the entire
last sentence, “The casting was inscribed with the phase, Laus Deo, (Praise be to God).”
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From A.D. 2000 description under the capstone replica (Bold mine)...

APEX OF THE MONUMENT
Reproduction
The builders searched for an appropriate metal for the apex that would not tarnish and would act as a
lightning rod. They chose one of the rarest metals of the time, aluminum. The casting was inscribed
with the phase, Laus Deo, (Praise be to God).

From A.D. 2007 description CHANGED under the capstone replica to...

CAP OF THE MONUMENT
Reproduction
The builders searched for appropriate metal for the cap that would not tarnish and would act as a
lightning rod. They chose one of the rarest metals of the time—aluminum.

APEX OF THE
MONUMENT
Reproduction CAP OF THE MONUMENT
Reproduction
The builders fparcllmd for ;n: The bullders searched for appropriate
appropriate metal for the apex tha id not tamish
would not tariish and wonld act as a metal for the cap thi:! ::::’d rod. They
lightning rod. They chose one of the and would act as a lig 9 1 ' [t
Farest metals of the time, aluminum. chose one of the rarest metals 0
The casting was inseribed with the time—aluminum
J phrage, Laus Deo, (Praise be to God),
Description under capstone replica in 2000 Description under capstone replica in 2007

What is just as bad as the description of “Laus Deo” being removed is the fact that the capstone replica
was turned flush with the wall so that a visitor cannot even see the etching “Laus Deo.” Add to that the
fact that the display behind the replica says nothing about nor defines “Laus Deo” and it sure seems like
someone is trying to intentionally hide its builders’ thanks and praise to God for the completion of the
Washington Monument. It is clear that the American society that both created the Washington Monument
and placed the description on the capstone did not fear any negative consequences from the public or
government--or think it a violation of Church and State relations to place the phrase, “Laus Deo” (“Praise
be to God”) on the Washington Monument.

| estimate by at least mid-2006 the capstone replica had been repositioned so that the side with the
etching “Laus Deo” was flush against the wall so that visitors could not read it, and the replica was also
set upon a new stand or one with new dressing, complete with a new description underneath it eliminating
the reference and explanation of “Laus Deo.”

Because there is no longer any way for the public to learn about “Laus Deo” at the Washington
Monument, and so as to preserve its history for future generations, | am respectfully requesting the
National Park Service to do either 1, 2, or 3,...(1) Pull out the replica from the wall far enough for it to be
seen on all sides; (2) Place the replica on a pole that turns, so that the public can spin it and see each
side, within its glass container; (3) Place a mirror behind the replica and lean it so that people can be
encouraged to see the 4" side inscription which is now hid. AND... please add some wording back on
the descriptive display at its base or on the wall behind it that interprets and explains “Laus Deo” so the
public can both see it and understand what it means.
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| genuinely appreciate your response to this inquiry and | offer any assistance | can to help you, including
a monetary donation to help make constructional changes.

Respectfully,

Todd DuBord (M.Div.)
Senior Pastor
Lake Almanor Community Church
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NPS restores LAUS DEO to capstone replica!

With the revision story being reported by World Net Daily news and over 500,000 complaints
levied against the National Park Service, FOX News broadcasted a LIVE news report at the
Washington Monument. Within just five days of the report on WND.com, the FOX News
broadcast was made and the reporter discovered that the LAUS DEO display and signage had
miraculously been changed by the time their reporter reached the top—see FOX News live
coverage at the top of this webpage. It makes one wonder just how quick government can move
when they need to! The National Park Service and Washington Monument personnel not only
rectified the religious and historical revisions and corruptions to the LAUS DEOQO display, but the
famous urban legend debunking website, www.snopes.com, even created a new article on
Todd’s research because so much is being sent around the website about the truth or fiction
aspects of this Monumental omission! See ‘Laus Deo” at www.snopes.com or
http://www.snopes.com/politics/religion/lausdeo.asp

The NPS faxed me the following copy of a press report to my office:

National Park Service Office of Communications News Release

f2007 15:13 2022130310 WPS PUBLICK AFFAIFS Ty

National Park Service National Capital Region Department of the Interior l
U.S. Department of the interlor Office of Communications National Park Service
Washington, D.C. 1100 Ohio Drive, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20242

2029819907400 phone
202061997302 fax

Office of Communications News Release fy,/cc 724/

Release Date: Tuesday, October 30, 2007 Dylors ’
For Immediate Release
Biil Line, Toni Braxton 202 619-7400; David Barna 202-208-6843

National Park Service Explores Methods to Make Replica of Washington
Monument Capstone Visible From All Angles

Wuhlng(on. D.C. - In recent days, it has been brought to the National Park Service’s attention that &
replica al ing the top of the Washington Monument that is on display on the
Monument’s 490-foot level has not been fully visible to the public.

As a result, the National Park Service is exploring methods to make the replica capstone visually
accessibie from all angles so that il visitors may be able to sec and read both the replica capstone and any
related interpretive material in display cases that would be situated near the replica capstone.

Currently, the replica capstone is oriented in a display case on the 490-foot level to mirror the position of
the actual aluminum capstone sitting outside and on top of the 555-foot, 1/8-inch obelisk. In its current
position, this replica aluminum capstone is visible on three sides, with the fourth side currently not visible
10 visitors.

Additionally, the National Park Service will provide new interpretive information that will feature all of
the capstone inscriptions in full, giving visitors the opportunity to fully understand the display.

“We appreciate this information being brought to our attention and we agree that the public should be
able to learn as much as possible about the monument,” said National Mall & Memorial Parks

Superintendent Peggy O'Dell. “This was clearly an oversight in this exhibit and we will take measures
so all visitors are able to see this exhibit.”

-NPS-

lXPERIEHC! YOUR AMERICA
The Natienal Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experienca our Mmm
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Though changes to the capstone display were rectified immediately (as the FOX News live
broadcast documented), sometime in 2009 the display was moved to the other side of room,
and the platform on which the capstone replica was resting was removed the display was
permanently mounted to the wall (off the ground), so that the display base could not be moved.
Also, the actual capstone replica was turned so that one could see all sides of it. And of
course the new display sign once again added or returned the words describing the etching on
the east side of the capstone, “Laus Deo”!

| returned to the Washington Monument (for a third time) in July 2010 to take these photos of
the new display, so now millions of visitors (including students from all over the world) will once
again know that the 19" century political world “praised God” for the completion of the
Washington Monument!

In July 2010....

5 INo one camexamine this- veriis!
feeling that a new ady

Me in July 2010 standing by new, permanently mounted capstone replica display turned so
visitors can see “Laus Deo” etched on one side and explained on new display sign.
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Turned capstone replica now displays “Laus Deo” so visitors can see it

The new display sign re-adds the description of “Laus Deo”
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