m Medical Imaging—TYPE I

Applicable Levels

LI LII, LIII, PTCI, PTCII

Definition and Requirements

In Level I and II trauma centers, the following services must
be available 24 hours per day and be accessible for patient
care within the time interval specified:

» Conventional radiography—15 minutes

o Computed tomography (CT)—15 minutes

« Point-of-care ultrasound—15 minutes

o Interventional radiologic procedures—1 hour

o Magnetic resonance imaging (MRI)—2 hours

In Level III trauma centers, the following services must be
available 24 hours per day and be accessible for patient care
within the time interval specified:

» Conventional radiography—30 minutes

o CT—30 minutes

« Point-of-care ultrasound—15 minutes

Additional Information

“Accessible for patient care” implies that the necessary human
resources and equipment are available within the time
specified. The time interval refers to the time between initial
request and initiation of the test/procedure. This does not
mean that every test must be completed within the interval
specified. Timeliness depends on patient need. Review of
perceived delays in imaging that might have affected patient
care are a component of the PIPS program.

Measures of Compliance

o Equipment evaluated during site visit process
o Policies and procedures ensuring availability of services

Resources

None

References

None
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