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CHAPTER 11321 – BYLAWS
ESTABLISHED BY The Bass Federation (TBF)
Revised: January 3, 2024
ARTICLE 1 – Name and Purpose

Section 1: Name
This chapter shall be called the: Columbia River Bassmasters (CRB).
Section 2: Purpose
To stimulate public awareness of bass fishing as a major sport; To offer our state conservation department our organized moral and political support and encouragement; To promote full adherence to all conservation codes and to demand adequate water standards; To detect and report any polluter and call public and political attention to his crime; To improve our skill as bass anglers through a fellowship of friendly exchange of expert bass-catching techniques and ideas, and to promote and encourage youth fishing, and a love for this great recreation; To function as a dynamic and effective link with other chapters of The Bass Federation (TBF) Oregon, embracing the principles and purposes of TBF and FLW Outdoors.

ARTICLE II – Membership

Section 1: Number of Members
The chapter shall begin with and maintain at least six members.
Section 2: Requirement for Membership
One of the goals of the Columbia River Bassmasters is for all members to feel welcome and enjoy the time we spend together. A significant part of achieving that goal involves sharing compatible values. It is important for prospective members to understand what those values are so that they can decide if they share them. It is also important for existing members to feel comfortable with new members.  We have developed some guidelines to create the best opportunity for prospective members to learn about our club before deciding if they want to commit to membership. These are outlined below. If you have any questions about these guidelines or anything else about the club, please talk to any member of the board.
To become a chapter member, a person shall:

(A)  Voluntarily express a genuine interest in membership.
(B)  Be 16 years of age or older.
(C) Attend one club meeting.  




Section 3: Membership Dues
Dues for Columbia River Bassmasters shall be $110 per year. The cost for membership shall be reviewed and voted on by membership on an annual basis during the November meeting.  Dues will include membership to TBF Oregon, TBF, FLW and may also include an annual amount for CRB.   A Club membership expires on December 31st of each year.  A member who has paid club dues is considered a member in good standing and is eligible to participate in all club related functions and to vote at all club meetings attended either in person or live via the club’s chosen virtual app.  In order to maintain FLW and TBF membership without lapse, dues are to be paid yearly no later than December 15th.  This is a requirement to maintain club liability insurance coverage, FLW Outdoor magazine, and other FLW & TBF benefits.  

ARTICLE III: Officers, Elections, Vacancies, and Eligibility

Section 1: Officers and their Duties
The officers of the chapter shall consist of:
(A) President: Preside over all meetings and direct all official business. Appoint and be an ex-officio member of all committees. Supervise all club functions.
(B) Vice President: Act as program chairman, assists the President in his duties and presides in the absence of the President.
(C) Secretary: The Secretary shall be the secretary of the Board of Directors. The Secretary shall keep the minutes of all meetings of the Board of Directors. He shall have charge of all books and records of the Club. He will also publish the Club monthly newsletter and will also inform the general membership of all voting requirements and monthly meetings.
(D) Treasurer: The Treasurer shall have the care and custody of and be responsible for all funds, securities, evidences of indebtedness and other valuable documents in regards to the financial dealings of the Club. He shall sign, make and endorse in the name of the Columbia River Bassmasters all checks, drafts, bills of exchange and other instruments for payment of money, as well as disbursement of monies under the direction of the President or the Board of Directors.
(E) Tournament Director(s): The purpose of the Tournament Director(s) shall be to plan, organize and operate all chapter tournaments. The Tournament Director(s) will draft tournament rules, which must then be approved by the general membership. The Tournament Director(s) will keep tournament records, enforce all tournament rules and investigate protests concerning tournaments. All decisions made by the Tournament Director(s) concerning tournament rule violations will be final.
(F) Youth Director(s): The purpose of the Youth Director(s) shall be to organize and coordinate all youth projects and activities for the chapter. The Youth Director(s) will plan programs that will introduce local youth to fishing. Participate in yearly Casting Kids event for chapter.  Act as liaison for chapter regarding all state federation meetings and hearings on youth programs. Report progress at monthly chapter meetings.
(G) Conservation Director(s): The purpose of the Conservation Director(s) shall be to: Plan chapter conservation projects; attend local, state and national meetings and hearings which deal with conservation/environmental issues that affect bass fishing as a sport;  Support State and National TBF reporting requirements for reporting conservation activities.
(H) Board of Directors: The board of directors will consist of : President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, Tournament Director(s), Youth Director(s), Conservation Director(s) and no less than 3 elected Member At Large Board members. The board of Directors shall constitute the advisory board and grievance committee of the club.  The board will decide all protests and rule on all violations of the tournament rules and by-laws of the Chapter. The board of directors will be entrusted with all powers of the club when not in session. Vested matters pertaining to policy, management and administration of the affairs of the club shall be referred to the directors before being acted upon by the general club members.

Section 2: Election of Officers
The club shall appoint a nomination committee at the September meeting. Those nominations will be presented at the October meeting. Additional nominations will be accepted from the floor at the October and November meetings. The officers will be elected at the November meeting and take office at the January meeting.  Only current paid up members shall be eligible to vote.

Section 3: Vacancies
In the event of a vacancy of the Board of Directors, an election shall be held at the next regular meeting following the inception of the vacancy and the new Board of Director’s term will coincide with the current Board.
Section 4: Eligibility
Nominees must be active members in good standing.

ARTICLE IV: Removal of Membership

Section 1: Removal of Membership
A member shall be dropped from membership roll for the following:
A) Failure to pay dues.
B) Any action that would reflect dishonor and disgrace on this chapter and/or TBF or FLW.
C) Disqualification for any reason from participating in TBF or FLW sponsored events
including disqualification for use of drugs or alcohol.
D) Any actions or behaviors determined by the Board of Directors to be detrimental to the overall well being of the club.

ARTICLE V: Affiliation

Section 1: Requirements for Affiliation
A) Club Approved Bylaws
B) Maintain Club Membership using TBF Web Services
C) Must affiliate with The Bass Federation and support its conservation and youth programs.  Any additional requirements that the State Federation establishes for chapter such as membership, number of members, dues, attendance at meetings, etc., would be necessary in order for the chapter to participate in the State Federation National Semi-Finals Tournaments, and any other Federation sponsored tournaments or events.  Affiliation shall be with the Oregon State TBF Federation.

ARTICLE VI: Method of Amending the Bylaws and Tournament Rules

Section 1: Amending the Bylaws and Tournament Rules
The bylaws may be amended at any regular meeting by a 2/3 votes of votes cast, provided written notice of the proposed amendment has been presented to the membership at least one regular meeting prior to the vote. Amendments to the tournament rules may only be made after the last tournament of the year is complete, and prior to the first tournament of the following season.  Tournament Rule changes must be presented to the membership at least one regular meeting prior to any vote and require simple majority of votes cast for approval.  Only current paid up members shall be eligible to vote.
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