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land acknowledgementland acknowledgement  

We acknowledge that we are on the traditional
homelands of the Puyallup Tribe. The Puyallup people

have lived on and stewarded these lands since the
beginning of time, and continue to do so today. We

recognize that this land acknowledgement is one small
step toward true allyship and we commit to uplifting the

voices, experiences, and histories of the Indigenous
people of this land and beyond.



Labor acknowledgement 

We acknowledge all women, workers, and migrant labor
including voluntary, involuntary, trafficked, forced, and
undocumented peoples who contributed to the building

of the country and continue to serve within our labor
force. Everything we enjoy is made possible through
labor. We acknowledge all unpaid care-giving labor -

and actively fight the exploitation of all oppressed
peoples and workers.

--Adapted from Seattle College



website
laresistencianw.org
instagram

laresistencianw
twitter
@ResistenciaNW



Tacoma based,
community-led

Grass roots
environmental  
organization 

Improve our
living conditions

through
environmental

action

By empowering,
organizing, and
mobilizing our
communities!

climate.alliance.south.sound
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a form of institutional racism leading to landfills, incinerators, and hazardous
waste disposal being disproportionately placed in communities of color, as coined
by the father of environmental justice, Dr. Robert Bullard.

WHAT IS ENVIRONMENTAL RACISM?

We will be focusing on two local examples
during the course of this Educational Panel.



a discriminatory practice that consists of the
systematic denial of services such as mortgages,
insurance loans, and other financial services to

residents of certain areas, based on their race or
ethnicity. This discriminatory practice also extends to

healthcare services and food infrastructure.

WHAT IS REDLINING?



South Tacoma Mega
Warehouse Site

Northwest 
Detention Center

Remember these
locations - they

weren’t placed here
on accident

two examples of



P o l l u t i o n  i n
T a c o m a

P o r t  o f  T a c o m a / N W D C
T h e  N W D C  w a s  d e e m e d  a

s u p e r f u n d  s i t e  u n f i t  f o r  h u m a n
l i f e .  I t  i s  h a z a r d o u s  f o r  a n y

p e r s o n  t o  l i v e  t h e r e ,  a n d  y e t
d e t a i n e e s  a r e  f o r c e d  t o  e n d u r e

t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s .

S o u t h  T a c o m a /
W a r e h o u s e  S i t e

T h e  S o u t h  T a c o m a  W e t l a n d ,
s i n c e  b e i n g  c o l o n i z e d ,  h a s

b e e n  s u b j e c t e d  t o  r a c i a l
s e g r e g a t i o n  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l

d e v a s t a t i o n .Superfund Site: A part of land the federal
government has allocated money to help clean up

as part of CERCLA 



La resistencia -
NWDC talk
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Our warehouse campaign so farOur warehouse campaign so far

The City deemed this
project as having a

“determination of non-
significance”



The Pierce County Hearing Examiner upheld
the Determination of Mitigated Non-

Significance. Now, we are angrier than ever
but the law is stacked against us.

WAREHOUSE CAMPAIGN TIMELINEWAREHOUSE CAMPAIGN TIMELINE

STEGZ
Long-time community

members Tim Smith and Heidi
Stephens presented their work

on STEGZ, igniting a new
movement in South Tacoma

OPPOSITION TO DELAY
As more residents are made aware of the
project, more and more voices have come

together to delay the project. Michelle
Mood reached out EarthJustice for legal

representation.

CURRENT POSITION

PROPOSED PERMIT
STNC learned of the proposed permit and

joined with 350Tacoma, The Conversation253
and other local groups/individuals opposing

the City's intent of swiftly approving the SEPA
review and critical areas permit.

LEGAL APPEAL
In April of 2023, the city gave

this project a “determinated of
mitigated non-significance”

and shortly after, EarthJustice
began a legal appeal



BEFORE
COLONIZATION

Vast Prairie and
Marshlands

Seasonal Wetlands
Elk Hunting

Aquifer

History
of South
Tacoma
Wetland

EPA determined this a
superfund site 

Invested millions into
remediation

Has remained vacant and
stable the past 30+ yrs.

Rail road
Air Field

Auto Shops
Metal

Recyling

COLONIAL
DEVELOPMENT

SINCE 
REMEDIATION

Photo Courtesy of Michelle Mood



This site is a
seasonal wetland,

and was historically
known as a
“channel”

Before colonization, 
vast meadows and
Oregon White Oak
woodlands were

maintained through
time immemorial by
Indigenous peoples.

This space was also
home to elk which

sustained the lives of
those who lived here

Photos Courtesy of Michelle Mood



History of Zoning

The City of Tacoma created an Equity
Index to help guide the city to make

more equitable choices. This
neighborhood has the lowest equity

score in all of Tacoma.

The city, however, continues to retain
outdated heavy industrial zoning

from the 1950s.

There are residential zoning areas
on 3 bordering sides of the wetland

site.

NWDC

Mega Warehouse



demographics and redlining Black population of Tacoma over time

Deeper color = higher relative % Black
population

SOUTH TACOMA

tHIS IS NOT A
COINCIDENCE



lEGACY OF rACISM 
Black Population (%)

demographics and redlining
SOUTH TACOMA

Black population of
Tacoma 2023 historic redlining Map



There is no public database of
warehouse locations. 

The blue marks are warehouses that
are available to lease.

There are more warehouses than
this.

Offloading Pollution onto black
and brown neighborhoods

demographics and redlining
SOUTH TACOMA

Tacoma Doesn’t need more
warehouses! We need an end to

environmental racism!

Black population of Tacoma 2023
overlayed with warehouse locations



37% turn over rate, compared to 13% average across all industries - the larger the
warehouse, the higher the turn over rate 

Some report turnover rates as high as 100.9%
Average warehouse worker in Washington only makes $18 per hour 
Transportation and warehousing, wholesale trade, and manufacturing hold 3 of the 5
highest death rates per 100,000 workers
Warehouse workers have the highest injury and illness rate involving days away from
work per 10,000 workers, which means workers are experiencing long term chronic
injuries due to the nature of their work

economic impacts
SOUTH TACOMA

Although economic demands exist as a valid pressure, multiple studies show the
kinds of jobs created by warehouses are both unsustainable and highly dangerous

These are not the kind of jobs South Tacoma needs!



economic impacts
SOUTH TACOMA

The number of created jobs will
probably be low.

Automation is employed in modern
warehouses.

This warehouse could be leased to
anyone - but it will likely be Amazon.

development doesn’t have to be bad. But THIS is.



economic impacts
SOUTH TACOMA

Local unions do not support this warehouse!

 The Teamsters No 28 are opposed to this proposed warehouse
complex as well as United Food & Commercial Workers Local 367.

There are good union warehouse jobs in the port. Moving non-union
warehouse jobs inland is a deliberate attempt to weaken unions.

This is a known strategy often used by greedy corporations.

Bad for labor - Bad for us!



economic impacts
SOUTH TACOMA

If you are in a union, urge them to speak out
against the warehouse. 

your teamster and UFCW Brothers, sisters, and
siblings already have.



Take special note of 56th Street and 38th Street

These streets are already congested most of the day - an additional 10,000 trips per day by 18-
wheeler trucks and other vehicles will only worsen South Tacoma’s traffic problem!

Truck traffic  
SOUTH TACOMA



What can we do?
Let our local traffic authorities know that we do NOT want

massive 18 wheeler trucks clogging up our roads! 

SOUTH TACOMA

File a complaint with the Puget Sound Clean Air Agency

https://pscleanair.gov/262/File-a-Complaint#:~:text=Phone%20complaints%3A%20Call%20our%20air,the%20complaint%20information%20when%20prompted.


T y p e s  o f
P o l l u t i o n  f o u n d

o n  S i t eExcessive car exhaust and volatile compounds
released from chemicals in the soil.

contaminants of concern in groundwater were
trichloroethane, naphthalene, benzene,

toluene, ethylbenzene, and xylene 

In 1990, three old Burlington Northern
underground storage tanks (USTs) were found

during Pioneer's parking lot expansion.
Pioneer removed those tanks. Contamination

from these USTs was visible in soil and
groundwater during tank excavation.

Air Pollution

Water Pollution

Soil  Pollution



Air POllution and Health
SOUTH TACOMA

Warehouses bring increase Diesel truck traffic

Diesel trucks emit PM2.5 particles and NO2 -
especially when starting, idling, or moving slowly

 
This pollution is very localized in the short term -
a truck route in a city can have 3.6x more NO2
than surface streets

Long term exposure of NO2 is seriously linked
with negative respiratory effects like Asthma

Asthma is the leading cause of missed school

Truck pollution is associated with premature
births, heart disease, stroke, and dementia

Black children are
8x more likely to
die from asthma
than their white

counterparts



Air POllution and Health
SOUTH TACOMA

Life expectancy: 82 years

West End

South End

Life expectancy: 77 years



 Warehouse plot:
 71 years -  18% black

The city’s racist policies are robbing people of 10 years of life

Air POllution and Health
SOUTH TACOMA

West End

South End:

82 years - 6.2% black

nearest air monitor:
77 Years - 13.6% Black

Black population of
Tacoma 2023



Dune
park

Special shout out to the other
super fund site in 2.6% black

neighborhood 

circa mid 1900's

2021

Air POllution and Health
SOUTH TACOMA



Air POllution and Health
SOUTH TACOMA

When NO2 and PM2.5 particle concentration declines, so do levels
of asthma. stopping THIS MEGA WAREHOUSE WILL PROTECT THE LIVES

AND FUTURES OF ALL OF US

We can prevent more pollution!
We can Prevent MORE AsthMA!



environmental impacTs

drinking water and aquiferWater pollution 
SOUTH TACOMA

The aquifer in South Tacoma had
an overlay code required by the
EPA in the 1980s to protect our
back-up drinking water and its
recharge supply; however, the
city’s current “South Tacoma

Groundwater Protection District”
allows for “exceptions” and has

not been updated to modern day
best science.



AQUIFER

DRINKING 
WATER

Aquifers are areas of underground
porous rocks saturated with water.

As it rains, the aquifer is “recharged,” it
naturally filters rain water before it

discharges into the Sound.

Wells can be built to harvest water
from aquifers. This aquifer supplies

about 5% of our city’s yearly drinking
water. In the summer months, this

aquifer may supply up to 40% of the
city’s drinking water.

The glaciers that feed the
Green River, which provides
our main source of drinking
water, continue to dwindle.
We will need to rely on our

ground water more and more
each year.



WE CAN PROTECT
THIS AQUIFER BY
STOPPING THE

MEGA  
WAREHOUSE!



They want to build a warehouse in our neighborhood, worsening our lives and health, and
have the audacity to pretend like they’re helping us.

“Investing in communities” 

Our Enemies
SOUTH TACOMA

Bridge Industrial

Bridge Industrial is a “real estate operating company and investment manager focused on
the development and acquisition of industrial properties in supply-constrained core
markets.”

Bridge Industrial pretends to care about sustainability, but their actions prove the only
thing they want to sustain is their corporate greed.

For Profit

Against the planet



Our Enemies
SOUTH TACOMA

Bridge Industrial

Existing BI projects

on their website they brag
about what an awesome
location our neighborhood
is for a warehouse

and eagerly cut up our city into “the best truck routes”



From the City of Tacoma  website:

“[the warehouse] is not likely to have
a significant adverse impact on the

elements of the environment that are
reviewed under SEPA”

This blatant lie will cost people their lives. 

Our Enemies
SOUTH TACOMA

City of Tacoma



Our Enemies
SOUTH TACOMA

City of Tacoma

Tacoma also claims it will require BI to “Complete restoration,
enlargement, and enhancement of the wetlands and stream” 

a tiny sliver of
green is not

“enhancing” the
wetlands

Tacoma Approves development
projects 3x faster than seattle. 



“There is not a lot of
undeveloped land available
anywhere, quite frankly, in the
state of Washington, you know,
for manufacturing, for
advanced manufacturing, for
industrial use. And so that's one
of the reasons why, you know,
it went at such a, such a
premium,” 

Our Enemies
SOUTH TACOMA

County Chamber

--Andrea Reay
president and CEO of the Tacoma-Pierce County Chamber

Actually,,,
based on a Very brief google
search there is at least 2,810
undeveloped acres of land in
pierce county alone
Most of that land isn’t
conveniently in undeserved
neighborhoods that allow
for maximum profit

Andrea reay is either blatantly lying or ignorantly wrong - either way her
statement betrays an incredible negligence for our lives and our communities



“We can't make it into a park.
Again, we talked a little bit
about the environmental
remediation, we talked about
how it’s zoned for heavy
industrial, it's not zoned for
recreation, it is not zoned, you
know, for residential. It is
zoned for heavy industrial,”

Our Enemies
SOUTH TACOMA

County Chamber

--Andrea Reay
president and CEO of the 
Tacoma-Pierce County Chamber

industrial zoning doesn’t fall from the sky. It is not a metaphysical reality of a piece
of land. It is a decision made by the city and it can be changed by us.

I invite you all
to remember

dune park



“The Tacoma-Pierce County Chamber’s mission is to
make the South Sound the most equitable and
inclusive place to do business in Washington
State. ”

Our Enemies
SOUTH TACOMA

County Chamber

--Andrea Reay
president and CEO of the Tacoma-Pierce County Chamber

Hypocrite or liar? You decide.



Our Enemies
SOUTH TACOMA

Their Tactics

Green washing

misleading or deceptive
publicity disseminated
by an organization so

as to present an
environmentally

responsible public
image

Have you noticed
this trend?



Our Enemies
SOUTH TACOMA

THEY ARE NOT UNSTOPPABLE

wE CAN PUT PRESSURE ON bRIDGE INDUSTRIAL

wE CAN PUT PRESSURE ON THE CITY

wE CAN PUT PRESSURE ON ALL THE PEOPLE WHO CHEAPEN OUR
LIVES IN THE NAME OF PROFIT!

we can stop the megawarehouse!



GET INVOLVED!

Wanna stop the warehouse?

Wanna Fight environmental racism?

Wanna Close the NWDC?

AttenD La Resistencia Rallies!

Call, Email, and annoy your local officials!

JOIN CASS TODAY!



GROUP PHOTO!
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thanks to:

...and you!


