
12 Bible Eras  -  Overview of the 12 Eras  

1st Era 

The Family  

The beginning of “The Adam’s Family,”   
is the beginning of all people on earth.  

A segment of the Adam’s family “Chosen” by God in this era 

starts with Abraham (first to be called a Hebrew in scripture),  

a man faithful to God. Abraham’s son is Isaac, and Isaac’s son 

Jacob is called “Israel.”  

2nd Era  

The Nation  

After being enslaved 400 years in Egypt, God’s chosen,   

“Children of Israel” reflect God’s redemption for sinful man by  
following “God’s laws” and offering animal sacrifices to Him.  

This shedding of blood exemplifies the redemption of a man’s sins.  

This “Nation of Israel” is ruled by God, “The God of Israel.”   

3rd Era  

The Country  

“The Nation of Israel” also called “The Children of Israel” 

 is formed in 12 tribes as the 12 sons of the 1st Era Patriarch Israel,   

(10 tribes are named from his sons & 2 grandsons by his son 

Joseph). God promised Canaan land to Abraham. Once acquired, 

the “Nation of Israel” becomes “Israel the Country.” 

4th Era  

The Kingdom United   

The chosen “Children of Israel” reject God’s leadership because 
they want to be like pagan Kingdoms – God allows,  

warning them of negative consequences. Israel the Country  
now becomes “The Kingdom of Israel.” King David in war captured  

the Canaanite city Jerusalem. Jerusalem becomes  
the Kingdom of Israel’s capital city (Called, “The City of David”).  

5th Era  

The Kingdom United at a Special Time of Peace  

The wisest man, King Solomon, a good King like his father King David, 
with God’s permission erects a temple to worship God. God grants 

the Kingdom 40 years of peace to build this glorious temple  
in Jerusalem. It was later torn down by enemy nations and rebuilt  

less glorious, only to be torn down again in the 11th Era.  

6th Era  

The Kingdom Divided  

Northern Kingdom – Israel   

(The Northern Kingdom Ends in this era. -  All kings were evil.  

Dispersed, these people are called the 10 lost tribes of Israel)  

Southern Kingdom – Judah   

(Continues – Some kings were good. Two tribes Judah and  

Benjamin remained with the Levites still serving as temple priests)  

7th Era  

The Kingdom in Exile  

The term “Jew” is now used in reference to God’s “Chosen People” 

remaining from the Southern Kingdom of “Judah.”   

Due to the Southern Kingdom/Jew’s disobedience to God,  

and not letting their land rest every 7th year for 700 years,  

God sends them into exile 70 years (700 years /7) to allow the land 

to rest while they are in captivity and ruled by pagan Kings.  

8th Era  

The Kingdom Returns from Exile  
  

The Southern Kingdom while in exile returns to God in their hearts, 
and God moved by their repentance, in return touches the heart  

of the pagan King ruling over them. As a result,   
the pagan king allows the Jews to return to their land from exile.  

Israel’s new type of leadership now has governors.  

9th Era  

The Silent Years  

No longer a functioning Kingdom, the Jews live under the rule   
of several world Kingdoms as prophesied by God through the  

Prophet Daniel. When Jesus the Son of God comes on the scene in 

the 10th Era, the Jews are looking to Him to restore their physical 

kingdom. However, Jesus begins to build the church,   

God’s “spiritual” Kingdom.  

10th Era  

God With Us (Emmanuel)  

 Jesus the Christ, “King of Kings,”  

and Bridegroom of the Church, redeems us from “The Law”  

by grace (unmerited favor) through His death on the cross.  

This fulfills “The law”  by the shedding of His blood  

and His resurrection from the dead,  

the last needed sacrifice for man’s sin is fulfilled.  

11th Era  

God In Us, The Holy Spirit  

Beginning of the Church (The spiritual Bride of Christ)  

All people throughout the world who in their hearts repent of  

their sins, turn away from evil and confess and allow Jesus Christ 

their savior to be the Lord (leader) of their life can receive eternal 

salvation and are spiritually adopted into His Church.  

12th Era  

God will Tabernacle with Us  

His children “redeemed” by Jesus, at the end of The Last Days.  

After God’s final judgement and the marriage of Christ   

to the Church (the collective body of believing saints,  

”The Israel of God”), as a bride, the church will come down from 

heaven to the new earth to forever be with our Lord in His light.  
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12 Bible Eras 

Chronological  

Chart 
 

 Bible Chart instructions: 
To read the 

 books of  the Bible 
in each column   

chronologically, start 
from the bottom up.   

For example, in the 1st 
Era below, read      

Genesis first, then Job. 
  

Note: 
The difficulty or ease in 
reading some books will 

impact reading times. 
 

Approximately: 
82 Total Hours 

At a moderate pace 

reading, studying, 
and cross-referencing. 
(Fast 72 H, Slow 92H) 

 

 

5H 15M 

Names of 12 Eras 

are listed in the first 

horizontal row below. 

Read chronologically  
from left to right. 

_______________ 
Total approximate 

reading times  
are at the top of each 
column. For Example, 

2nd Era total 
approximate reading 
time listed below is  

10 Hours and 
30 Minutes 
H - Hours 

M - Minutes 

 
10H 30M  

Timeline of Eras 

is listed on the 

second horizontal  

row from the 

bottom. Eras take 

place during   

the days (1 - 7)/ 

years (0 – 7000)  

of the earth’s ages. 

_______________ 
  

Whole books  

  
 

Partial Books  

  

 
4H 30M 

  Books in Eras 
below are stacked 

vertically above the  

Earth Timeline row. 

Read from bottom 

of each column up. 

______________ 

“…It is written,  

Man shall not live 
by bread  

alone, but by  

every word that  
proceedeth out  

of the mouth of 
God.”  

Matt 4:4  

 
10H 40M  

  

Enjoy 

Reading! 
 

† 

 

10H 35M  
 

“In the Beginning 

was the Word  

and the Word  
was with God  

and the  
Word was God.”  

John 1:1  

     
10H 5M 

   
   “Thy word is 

a lamp 

unto my feet 

and a light 

unto my path.” 
Psalms: 119:105 

 
 

 2H 45M  

Verses 

listed 

below 

        refer 
  to this 
  9th Era 
 No entire 
books of 
the Bible 
apply to 
this Era. 

 

__5H_5M___ 
Prophets: 

…to Judah  
 

Malachi 

Chs. 3 & 4 

5M_______ 
   
 Daniel (See 

  in  7th Era) 

 Chs. 2 – 11_ 

Study: 
God’s design 
engineering, 

Jewish & 
World History 
__5 hours__ 

*See 9th Era  

study note 

below 

Don’t add to, or 
take away from 

The “Word of God” 
 

Old Testament  

Deuteronomy 4:2  
 

New Testament 

Rev. 22:18-19 
_________________________ 

 

Old Testament Books 
that cross-reference  

the Last Days: Psalms, 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, 

Ezekiel, Daniel, Joel, 
Amos, Micah, 

Zechariah, Malachi… 

  
8H 50M  

  

Please 
share 

this 
Bible-study 

chart 
with others 

and help 
translate  

it into  
other  

languages 
so more  
can read 
through  

the entire 
Bible. 

 
“Blessed 
is he that 

readeth…” 
Revelation 1:3  

 
1H 15M 

Prophets:   
 

 …to foreign  
city Nineveh:  
Nahum 8M   

Jonah 8M_______ 
  
…to foreign  

nation Edom 

& foreign city 

Nineveh: 

Obadiah 5M_____ 
 

…to Israel &  

Judah   

  Micah  20M_____ 
 

…to Judah:  

Habakkuk 9M  

Zephaniah 10M  

_Isaiah 3H 45M___  
 

…to Israel:  

Hosea 30M 
_____________________  

…to Israel & Judah 

Amos  25M 

Jude 4M   

3 John 2M  

2 John 2M  

1 John 16M  

 

2 Peter 10M  

1 Peter 16M  

 

Solomon builds 

God’s Earthly 

Temple 

 

3H 55M 

Esther 30M   Prophets: 

 

 …to Israel & 
 Judah    
  Malachi 7M 

  Chs. 1 & 2_____ 

 
 …to Ezra &  

Nehemiah:  

Haggai 7M   
  Zachariah 39M__ 

 Leaders:  
 

 …of Judah:  

 Nehemiah 1H    
 (governor) 

 Ezra 40M  
 (priest & 

 governor)     

________________ 

 Prophet 

  
…to Judah  

 Joel 12M 

James 16M  

Hebrews 45M  

Philemon 3M  

  Titus 7M  

 

Songs of  

Solomon 20M  

Prophets: 
    

…to Judah     
Daniel 1H 15M  

  Ezekiel 3H 45M  

 

 

8H 35M 

2 Timothy 11M  

1 Timothy 16M  

 

Deuteronomy  

2H 30M  

Prophet/last judge  

1 Samuel 45M 

Chs. 1 – 11   

Psalms  

5H 10m  

(5 Books)   

 Ecclesiastes 30M  Acts 5M 

Ch. 1 
2 Thessalonians 7M  

1 Thessalonians 12M  

 

Numbers 3H  
  

Ruth 15M  1 Chronicles   

1H 55M  
  

 Proverbs   

1H 45M  
  

 

…to Judah:  

Lamentations of  

Jeremiah 20M   

Jeremiah 4H  

John 2H 
 

 

 ________________ 

  Luke 2H 30M  

Colossians 13M  

Philippians 15M  

Ephesians 20M  

Galatians 20M 
____________________________ 

2 Corinthians 40M  

1 Corinthians 1H   

 

Job 1H 45M  Leviticus 2H  Judges  

1H 45M  

1 Kings 10M  

Chs. 1 - 2:11      

 2 Chron 30M  

Chs. 1 – 9  

2 Chron 2H  

Chs. 10 - 35  

2 Chron 5M  

Chs. 36  

  Mark 1H 30M Romans 1H    

Genesis  3H 30M  

Old 

Testament 

Exodus 3H  Joshua  

1H 45M  

 2 Samuel 1H 50M 
_____________________ 

1 Samuel 1H 35M 
Chs. 12 - 31 

 1 Kings 50M  

Chs. 2:12 – 11  
  

2 Kings 1H 55M  

_Chs. 1 – 23________  

1 Kings 1H 

Chs. 12 – 22 

2 Kings 10M  

Chs. 24 – 25  

 

Silent 

Years 

Matthew 2H 30M 

New 

Testament 

 Acts 2H 15M 
Chs. 2-28____________ 
Last Days Cross-Reference 

Acts 2:17-18 Joel 2:28-30 

  Revelation  

   1H 15M  

Earth’s Timeline: 

Days 1 - 3  
Years 1000 – 3000  

  

Day 3   

Year 3000  

  

Day 3   

Year 3000  

  

Day 4   

Year 4000  

   

Day 4   

Year 4000  

  

Day 4   

Year 4000  

  

Day 4   

Year 4000  

  

Day 4   

Year 4000  

Days 

4 - 5  

Years 4000  

5000 

 

Day 5  

Year 5000  

 

Days 5 - 6 Years 

5000 - 6000 

 Days 6 – 7 

(7th Sabbath Yr.)  

Years  

6000 – 7000  

12 Eras: 
1st Era  

The Family  
  

  

2nd Era  

The Nation  

  

3rd Era  

The Country  

 

4thEra 

The Kingdom 

United  

  5th Era   
The Kingdom  

United at a 

Special Time of 

Peace  

  

6th Era  

The Kingdom 

Divided  

  

7th Era  

The Kingdom in 

Exile  

  

8th Era  

The Kingdom  

Returns from 

Exile  

  

9th Era  

The Silent 

Years  

  

10th Era  

God with Us  

Jesus (Emmanuel)  

  
11th Era  

God In Us  

The Holy Spirit  

& Church Age 

 12th Era  

God will 
tabernacle  

with us  
at the end of   
The last days  

 Suggested Reading Schedules:     1 year/1 Era per month,     2 Years/1 Era per every 2 months,    3 Years/1 Era per every 3 months,     4 Years/1 Era per every 4 months,   5 years/1 Era per every 5 months                                                                      

*9th Era Study suggestions: God’s design engineering of “Noah’s Ark” & The Ark of the Covenant, Tabernacle & Temple; Jewish Calendar Holy Days & Observances; & World History between the Old & New Testaments                                                                                                                                                  

Please be advised that the pages of this 12 Bible Eras document may be reproduced to use for teaching and evangelistic purposes only, and not for sale.    No changes may be made to this original document.    © 2024 12 Bible Eras Chronological Chart 
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