
 

   

D ear Brothers and Sisters of the Clergy, 

 

This issue of the Cursillo Pastor2Pastor Newsletter is very 

special. Even though there are some very important dates to 

share with you and that you should put on your calendar right 

away, such as the dates of the 2020 Cursillo Men's and 

Women's Weekends and dates of future Secretariat meetings 

in your area, this Newsletter is marked by the testimonies of 

several people, clergy and lay, about what Cursillo has meant 

to them and how their lives and ministries have changed, to 

the Glory of God. We want you to notice in particular how 

their 4th Day is blessing many others from all walks of life. I 

want to thank The Rev. Kathleen Adams who collected all the 

testimonies. 

 

Please read it with care and take a moment to pray for each 

of those who have shared their testimony and for our Cursillo 

Community. Let's continue the Lord's work through this 

ministry. 
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Dear Beloved Disciples and Friends, 

 

I made my Cursillo nearly 25 years ago. That experience 

as a candidate and my subsequent service as a Clergy 

team member have had a profound effect on the way 

that I conceived of and engaged in ministry since that 

time. Cursillo, was the genesis of my shaping as a 

Christian leader and ultimately an important waypoint in 

my call to the priesthood. While not everyone is called to 

Ordained ministry, all Christians are called by virtue of 

their Baptism, to share the Good News of Jesus with the 

world.  

 

Cursillo provides an opportunity for folks to experience 

God’s Love in and through Christian Community. Cursillo 

is so much more than just a Weekend Retreat, it is an 

opportunity to have others help mentor, coach and equip 

us for our daily walk as disciples of Jesus Christ. As a 

Rector, Cursillo has been an important tool for developing 

and forming missional leaders. The parishioners I have 

sponsored move from simply warming pews to becoming 

vibrant leaders who seek to transform their environments 

for Christ and His Gospel. It affords one, the chance not 

only to take hold of the joy of eternal life but to learn how 

to confess and share the incomparable felicity of knowing 

Jesus and being know by him, of being close to Christ. I 

would encourage those who wish to be more keenly 

equipped for Christian leadership and witness to consider 

Cursillo and its method of “Making a Friend, Being a 

Friend, and Bringing a Friend to Christ” as an significant 

means of fulfilling the Great Commission and energizing 

the Church in her call to be the Body of Christ, even as we 

are His witnesses to the ends of the earth. 

 

In Grace and Peace, 

Fr. Russell E. J. Martin 

Rector of Christ the King San Diego and  

Protestant Chaplain at R. J. Donovan Correctional Facility 

Clergy Testimony 
by The Rev. Russell Martin 

Make a Friend, Be a Friend, Bring a friend to Christ.  

Making Cursillo and joining the Cursillo community was 

a life changing event.  While normally an introvert and 

shy, Cursillo and the Cursillistas provided me with 

invaluable tools I would subsequently use to become a 

Christian leader in both my church, my community and 

to the Cursillo movement.  With these tools and the 

relationships built through Cursillo, I have the 

mentality, the strength, and the support as I establish a 

homeless ministry in a nearby park to my church in 

Tustin, CA.  The foundation I gained from Cursillo 

assisted in my establishing relationships with the local 

homeless and led me to truly listen to their concerns 

and think outside the box on ways to assist.  Through 

this ministry, St. Stephens now collects loose change 

and plastic bottles which are then converted to clothes 

washing cards at nearby Laundromats as well as 

donations of seasonal goods such as tarps, jackets, 

gloves, socks, etc.  I have also been successful in having 

neighbors and co-workers collect plastic bottles and 

pet food for this ministry.  Without Cursillo, I do not 

believe I would have had the courage to walk up to 

strangers and ask if there is anything I can pray for 

them today.  Cursillo is life changing and I thank and 

praise God for my sponsors who provided me with a 

chance to develop a deeper understanding of what it 

means to be Christian in today’s world. 

Cursillo’s Impact 
by Lindi Willhite  
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I went to the Episcopal Diocese of San Diego's Cursillo in 

March, 1998.  It was a fun weekend, and the information 

was good. At that same time, I started working with the All 

Saints' youth group, and later, the youth versions of 

Cursillo, known in the Episcopal Church as New Beginning 

for middle schoolers and Happening for high schoolers.  
 

In 2006 I was asked by our rector, Father Joe Rees, to help 

start up an Anglican Cursillo for our burgeoning 

Convocation of Western Anglicans, which would later 

became the new Diocese of Western Anglicans. So off we 

went to All Saints' Anglican Church in Long Beach for the 

first organizational meeting with its founders, Fr. Jose Poch, 

Dirk and Lynn Moyer, and Pastor Kathleen Adams. When 

we had the first Grand Ultreya, I was asked to give a 

witness talk. This was the first time God talked to me 

through Cursillo. I wrote out my little address on note 

cards. However, on the day I was supposed to speak, I 

accidentally left my notes at home. At the meeting, I was 

able to jot some quick bullet notes down from memory, 

but when I rose to speak, my words disappeared, and my 

thoughts came out of my mouth, in the power of the Holy 

Spirit.  I remember looking at Fr. Jose, who was smiling, and 

thinking, “What just happened?” And Fr. Jose said 

something like, “Good talk, just what we needed.” That 

was my first real understanding of what Cursillo is all 

about.  

 

After that Grand Ultreya, we had our first Anglican Cursillo 

weekend in May, 2008. My job was just to be there as an 

‘Angel’, helping both teams set up on Thursday and take 

down on Sunday. But, late in the afternoon on Thursday, a 

group of men came over to where I was working. They 

handed me an apron and said I was now a cook for the full 

(Continued on page 4) 

How Cursillo Helped Steer 

My Christian Journey 
by Morton Fox (“Jr.”) 

In 2014, I had the immense blessing to 
attend the women’s Cursillo in Pomona, 
California. I experienced a new 
awareness and depth of understanding 
to Christianity, living righteously, giving 
oneself completely to God, my 
Salvation, and my blessings – and duties 
– as one of God’s children on this earth. 
I learned to listen, to hear, to pray for 
God’s wisdom and discernment, to 
forgive, to nurture and keep 
compassion and love in my heart.  
 
God truly orchestrates the exact details 
of every Cursillo attendee.  God speaks 
to each clearly and strongly through the 

people, interactions, speakers, and all 
the beautiful activities. The Cursillo 
experience laid the foundation for me 
to broaden not only my thoughts, but 
transition thought into action, springing 
forth in me a new interest in pastoral 
care and a willingness to evangelize. 

 
God placed it on my heart to take my 
faith outside the church walls, into the 
community; I became the Pastoral Care 
Coordinator, visiting shut-ins-people in 
need of connecting with God - taking 
them prayer, Holy Communion, 
Christian fellowship, hope, and love.  
Seeing their “God light” re-ignite was 

glorious! I loved each of them, as I 
learned to see them as God sees all of 
us, with all our weaknesses, yet loves us 
continuously. 

 
I now live in a retirement community, 
not without God’s purpose.  My 
husband (who also attended Cursillo) 
and I realize God has sent us here to 
bring Him to these people.  I’ve become 
a Women’s Christian Bible study leader. 
 
So, Cursillo definitely has changed not 
only my life, but enriched my daily walk 
with God, and has benefited church 
ministries and communities.   

How Cursillo Changed My Life 
by Robbin Gates  
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In 2016 I was blessed with the opportunity to attend the Men’s 

Cursillo in Pomona, California.  Before 2016, the thought of 

attending Cursillo was not uppermost on my mind. 

Fortunately, with the wonderful pastoral care and frequent 

prayers from our clergy at Grace Anglican Church, the Lord put 

it on my heart to set aside inconsequential human 

inconveniences and trust in Him to deepen and strengthen our 

relationship. 

 

I can sum up my Cursillo experience in one short sentence: 

spending the weekend with brothers in Christ fundamentally 

changed my Christian life and my walk with the Lord.  For that 

short 3-day period, it was as though I was transported back in 

time to the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit descending on me 

as I was in fellowship with men so deeply committed to the 

Lord and His teachings.  During that weekend, my Lamp was lit 

by the God spark of spiritual brotherhood.   

 

I came to understand that Cursillo is about discipleship, 

unashamedly witnessing your faith and love in the Holy Triune, 

and learning to embrace the work God has given us to do.  We 

are called to minister to a secular world sorely in need of the 

hope and salvation that can only come from the Father.  We 

are also called to love and serve one another – the Cursillo 

Experience epitomizes this.  I would have missed this message 

from the Lord if it had not been for the leadership and 

encouragement of my pastors at Grace Anglican Church to 

participate in Cursillo. 

 

Since Cursillo I have spent many hours in ministry, giving care 

when needed; sharing my time, talents, and resources with 

others; and sharing God’s messages through writing.  I doubt 

my life would be the same had it not been for the enthusiastic 

sponsorship of Cursillo by the priests who keep and preach 

God’s word. 

weekend. We worked and sweated hard 

because we were a small team, and not just for 

the men, but we also helped the women's team 

with some of the heavy lifting.  We worked 

together as a team of brothers with one goal: to 

get God's words of love and leadership to the 

men attending that weekend. On Sunday, after 

the clean-up, I crawled into my truck to go meet 

everyone at a restaurant for dinner. I just sat 

there and cried. I got it.  

 

Cursillo is about teaching. It's all about God, and 

serving others, not oneself. And now, many 

years later, in my jobs within the Church and my 

job outside in the secular work world as 

chaplain with Marketplace Chaplains, I still use 

what Cursillo instilled in me, and it is a part of 

who I am in God's eyes and for everyone I meet. 

(Continued from page 3) My Relationship with God 

Deepened Through Cursillo 
by Chris Corey  

We are beginning to gather the initial 

intentions of the clergy of this Diocese to 

serve as Spiritual Directors for the 

upcoming 2020 Cursillo Weekends.  

We will need a minimum of six clergy and/

or Deacons. Please submit your names to 

Fr. Jose at Fr.Jose@stdavidsanglican.org.  

We need your help! 

Can You Help Us? 

mailto:Fr.Jose@stdavidsanglican.org

