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Brief Introduction: Fr. Russell



What is a Rollo?
What is a Rollo?

A Rollo is simply a structured Witness Talk 
A Rollo should be between 15-20 minutes (Less is More 
J)
A Rollo is a Link in the Chain à 1 talk in 15 parts
A Rollo typically consists of the following:

A Purpose
Core Ideas
A structure:

Introduction
Key Points or Ideas 
Conclusion

Personal observations, experiences and/or 
testimony 

A Rollo is a means of communicating an idea or concept 
such as:

Ideals
Grace
Piety
Study 
Action 
The Christian Life…etc.



What is a Rollo?



What is a Rollo?



What could possibly go wrong?

Witnessola



How do I prepare for giving a Rollo?
• As Christian disciples we are called to testify to the Good News, of Jesus Christ to 

acknowledge him and proclaim what he has done both in terms of salvation history and 
in our own lives. In testifying to Christ we are living into his command to be his 
witnesses. Author David Watson suggests that witnessing includes the following:

• A witness must have a first-hand experience of Christ. Hearsay is not acceptable in a 
court of law, or in the court of this world’s opinion. People will listen only to what we 
have personally seen and heard.

• A witness must be able to express himself verbally. We may witness effectively through 
our lives, our work, our relationships, our attitudes, our suffering and even our death, yet 
we must still “be ready at all times to answer anyone who asks you to explain the hope 
you have in you.” We must do so “with gentleness and respect,” and with the integrity of 
our lives demonstrating the truth of our words.

Watson, David, Called & Committed: World-Changing Discipleship, (Harold Shaw 
Publishers, Wheaton, IL; 1982), pp. 142-143



How do I prepare for giving a Rollo?
• A witness will have confidence in the power of God. He relies on the 

power of the message of Christ and him crucified, and the power of the 
Holy Spirit. He knows that God can break through any defenses, and
change any heart. This confidence will not be brash, but humble and 
sensitive, marked by much prayer. He knows that without God he can do 
nothing, but that with God all things are possible.

• A witness will have compassion for the spiritually lost. He will care for 
them as individuals who matter deeply to God: made in his image, 
redeemed by his Son, and to be indwelt by his Spirit.

David Watson, Called & Committed: World-Changing Discipleship, 
(Harold Shaw Publishers, Wheaton, IL; 1982), pp. 142-143



How do I prepare for giving a Rollo?
How to prepare and give a Rollo:

• Pray before you start
• Review the Outline (Be sure to hit the Key 

Points)
• Pray some more 
• Listen for God’s Heart to Speak to your Heart 

and then ask the Holy Spirit to help you speak 
His Heart through your heart to the heart of 
those who listen 

• Remember the central focus of the Rollo is 
God not you. 
• Even when God is only in the Background
• The Story of Jonah the Lord is only referenced 

a few times—the rest of the time He is 
CLEARLY in the BACKGROUND.

• Make it personal

• Include some specific details
• Express your feelings and thought about 

what happened.
• Why was the experience important to you? 
• What did you learn about yourself, others, 

the Lord?
• How might what happened to you be an 

encouragement or benefit to others?
• How has your life been changed?
• It must be true!
• Allow your witness to honor and glorify God 

both in the situation you describe and the 
matter in which you share it. 

• Remember the central focus of the story is 
God not you.

• Ask the Holy Spirit to aid you.
• Have fun & be yourself.



Making your Witness Personal

Live a Better Story



Concluding Thoughts



Questions and Answers


