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i 5 Held rnap‘;.
iSlaying Of Womar

X By LOUIS GALVAN
| Bee Police Reporter

19, of 272 w. Pinedale Ay 5

. ! Pinedale; Christing G. Mench -
Five persons, including a 14- ca, 25, of 3455 E. Tiber
| year- old boy were arrested in

- Liverty Ay,
: _and" the l4-year-old, who ¢
the k:dnapplng of & Modesto name was withheld because f
womar who was foung shot to his age.
death in Fresno, e Investigators, however, sa
Police identifiag the victim the hoy, a rupaway {rom Pin ..
as Theresa Grayheg|, 22, whose dale, tipped authorities abo it
body was found shortly before the kidnapping and killing, “A ).
130 a.m, Thursday on the parently his conscience starre 4
€ast corner at the intersec- pothering him,” sajd one inve ..
tion of Vine Avenve angd Tenth tigatar,
Sireet in Calwy, Investigators

n shot once in Detectives reported Stanke . |
the head,

witz, Lewis, Ms. Topping an | 1
Taken into cust the youth were hitchhiking ¢ |
D R. Stanke

Fresno from Sacramento an
became tired of trying 1o get o f

left home moments earlier
itelling her parents she wa .
ing o a take-nt restauran ﬁ

Or some feod and thag sin
would return in a fow minuies,
Investigators 8aid the foip
ad Graybeal inty p=
Jumped into the vehi
~i¢le, and, with one of the hitch
thikers at the wheel, drove g :
rectly to Fresng where they f
ulled into the Chj areq, @
During the i i
2id, Ms. G and §
1931 'were stolen, 1
: Ms. Menchaca was picked ur §
they arrived jp;

Fresng, detectives said.ou oo
Investigators said the five |
jand the; Ve went to Vins i
~jand Tenth where Stankewitz |
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unity from
“cution

, the youtp testified a1
ength duri ¢ preliminary hegp. ;
; 2BE. He said fe, the W0 men and ps,

252 Grayheg| Topping weps hitehh :

s R R, © Tamentn
case prj
Which the deg

Shce

wed in

am;.. y 4

from Sac.

/eliicie ;
He'idemiﬁed Stankewits
€ man whey the youn
was shot fn the

; A head and hep body #
Umped at 1§ Sireat angd
ia Fresno, 4

Vine Avenye
in :
Ms. Menchaca Was picked up in 5
me  Fresng Chinatown par after the qrf;.
his age. erg arrived in Fresny in the Gray
ary ejr&mj- car, i

witz is being held Without
bond on the gthers Is $200,000




Petition for Writ of Habeas Corpus - EXHIBITS

MARLIN LERIS

N f"- o b AT T T X on4TY
UF U LR 'u..l [ b b

DCUGLAS STARKLWITZ
OF CLOVIS WILL
ST&ND TRIAL IN THE
FEBRUARY NINTH
SHOCT NG,
STANKEWITZ ...
BELIEVED TO HaVE
AETUALLY FIRED

THE FATAR SHOT
THAT KILLED

20 YEAR OLD
THERESA GRAYBEAL...
F4CES THE DEATH

BEMALTY P CCNVICTED.
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(FRESROY -- THE TRIAL @F DOUGLAY STRNKERITZ OR 8 CRQRGE QF NURDERING

:
STQ MONSN HAS REEW DELAYED ONE MORE MEEY.

R HODE

R START QF THE TRIAL IN FRESNG COUNTY SUFERIOR COURT WAS REGRTED
LAST BONTR RECANSE R PROSPECTIVE JURGR NENTIGNED STARKERITZY PREVIOUS
RECORD MITHIR T HERRING QF CTHER JUROPS,

P

THE TRIAL BRS TO START AGRIN TODAY. BUT COURT OFFICIARLS SAY 1T ROW
HRS BEEX PUT OVER URTIL NENT FORDAY,

JUBGE BLAINE PETTITT ORIGINARLLY HRS T8 RRRDLE 7
HRS REER RSSIGRED 7@ JUDGE RORERT BRRTIN,

STARKERITZ IS CHARGED RITH NIDNFPPING 22-YERR-OLD THERESR GRAVRERL
FROR R SHOPPING CERTER IN RODESTO FERRURRY EIGHTH. YRKIRS RER TG
FRESKQ AND SHOOQTING HER TR DERIN,

K‘ﬂ

TRIRL: RUT IT RGM
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i:PEOPLE CHARGED

.....

|WTIH THE SHOOTING

AL FOUR 7

DEATH OF A MODESTO
WOMAN HAVE BEEN
HELD FOR TRIAL,

A PRELIMINARY
HEARING WAS HELD

_ TH&S»REIEE&QQEE ;/

| TooRY FoR THE L

TVO HER AND wo
WOREH, .
SOF BE V0: :
‘mmmm
STAND TRIAL ARE
MARLIN LEWIS AND
DOUGLAS STARKEWITZ.,

STANKEWITZ, THE
TRIGGERMAH, MAY FACE
THE GAS CHAMBER IF
CONVICTED,

19-YEAR-OLD
TEENA TOPPING AND 25-
YEAR OLD CHRISTIRA

| MANCHECA ARE ALSO

ACCUSED IN THE

| BEBRUARY 9TH DEAH
| |OF THERESA
~|GRAYBEAL, WHOWAS

ALLgnsEnLY KIDNAPPED

e I mvEsro AKD muzn




' | _Eb :
e
(j_’i,;_f": i ’ >F/ e HOT. TRVOLYED 13 me
BN | KIDMAPPING AD 1S HOT b
G \) | BEING HELD FOR mmL G
; | O KIDNAPPING [0 S
ROBBERY CHARGES,
- ALL FOUR ARE
BEING HELD FOR _
: [ TRIAL N A ¥y
ol SUBSEQUENY i
08 v SR R msnpn:n MURDER, -
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accused in the murder
of a8 young Modesto
woman...have been
held over for triel.

A preliminary
hearing was held
yes es.for the

two men@d two
//_,/@o‘_p Ck) & m women .

SOF w/V.0.:

The two men to
stand trial are
¥erlin Lewis and
Douglas Stankewitz.

Stankewitz-—the
alleged triggermal-——-
could face the gas
| chamber if convicted.

o L 19-ysar-old Tina

- Topping and 25-year-

0ld Christina
lsncheca are also
accused in the )

February Sth deatl
of Theresa Graybeal,

1 who vas ancgedly
| kidnapped in Modesto
and killed in Fresto.
Mg, Vancheca was
not 'fi,nvolvad fn the

Al d o e
e g
e

.vp’

of Habeas Corpus = EXHIBITS



not being held for
trial on kidnap or
robbery chargas,

& A1l four are alse
being held for
trial on another
TGVDOrted myrder
attempt.,




MCRNING TOPS
3-1-78/ Bv
FOUR PEOPLE CHARGED IN THE SHCOTING DEATH (F A MUDESTO WOMAN IN CALWA
HAVE BEEN BOUND CVER FOR TRIAL. MARLIN LEWIS OF SACRAMENTC AND DOUGLAS
STANKEWITZ CF CLOVIS WILL STAND TRIAL FCR THE FEBRUARY Sth MURDER CF 21
YEAR-CLD THERESA GRAYBEAL. STANKEWITZ 15 BELIEVED TO HAVE COMAITTED XE THE
ACTUAL KILLING. IF CONVICTED, HE FACES THE DEATH PENALITY, 19-YEAR-OLD
TEENA TOPPING CF PINEDALE AND 25-YEAR-OLD CHRISTINA MENCHACA OF FRESNO
ARE ALSC ACCUSED IN THE SLAYING.
e
THE HIGHWAY PATROL IN BAKERSFIELD REPORTS INTERSTATE-FIVE SCUTHBCUND
CVER THE GRAPEVINE HAS BZEN CLOSED AGAIN DUE TO MUUSLIDES. HIGHWAY PATROL
CARS ARE LEADING TRAFFIC BCTH NORTH AND SOUTHBCUND CVER THE NORTHBUUND
LANES UNTIL THE MUDSLIDES CAN BE CLEARED BY HIGHWAY WORK CREWS. MCTORISTS
WILL HAVE WAITS OF AT LEAST TWO HOURS..AND MAYBE LONGER..BEFORE THEY CAN
GET THRCUGH THE BOTTLENZCK.
o
53-YEAR-OLD JERRY KELLY DIED DURING YHEN THc NIGHT AT VALLEY MEDICAL
CENTER AFTER APPARENTLY SUFFERING A HEART ATTACK WHILE ATTENDING THE
AFTERNOON MEETING OF THE BUARD OF SUPERVISCRS. KELLY WAS TREZATED AT THE
SCENE BY A DOCTCR WHC WAS ALSC ATTENDING THE BCARD MEETING.
. i
A 4-YEAR-OLD FRESNC BOY..JASCN ENGLEMAN, .DRCHNED IN A BACKYARD SWIMMIN
POOL AT HIS HCOME YESTERDAY AFTERNOON. AUTHCRITIES SAID THE CHILD HWAS
DISCOVERED IN THE ABOVE-GROUND PCCL BY HIS MUTHER ABOUT SIX 0'CLOCK.
[NVESTIGATCRS SAID THE CHILD APPARENTLY WAS FLAYING ON THE EDGE OF THE

POOL AND FELL IN.
0

Petition for Writ of Habeas Corpus - EXHIBITS
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TO HEAR HIS
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///., [ Jim Arpasz IS SEEKING THE GAS cHAMBER-

{ CHARGED AS THE TRIGGERMAN IN
; ; { STANKEWTIZE.}70NE-9F=F99R—P50FEE—G##&655‘///
. /p,,«l 5] ; Sl
SIS i '
i

IN THE MURDER/6; ThsaesA GRAYBEAL“OF“MODESTO

P ;///// Jury SELECTION BEGAN AFTER Nubee BLarne
T PETTITT REJECTED DEFENSE CONTENTIONS

STANKENITZ I1s INCOMPETENT TO STAND TRIAL,,..
AND STANKEWITZ ES OWN MOTION TO CHANGE
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The death penalty may be sought for at least
ane defendart and, possibly, ail four adults
charged with the Feb. 9 murder of Theresa Gray-
beal, of Modasto, eithough 2 decision has ot been
gtt}ide by the Fresno County District Attorney’s

21, of Clovis was or-
bail of his co-defan-
dants was hiked to $200,000 each pending their
preliminary hearing Feb. 27. They all pleaded
Y innocent Municipal Court Jidge James V.
| Paige on Tuesday, X

he other adults are Maylip E. lewis, 22, of
ramento; Teepa E + 19, of Pinedale,
. £ 2 of Fresno. Alse held in
the case is a laye 26y, who investigators
said tipped them to the murgor. No decisien has

4 heeumadcwhetherhaw_illbet;iedasanadult.

b

_Ms. Graybeal was forcad it her car snd driv-

n {0 the Chinatown area of Fresno, where the

; othgr,four picked up Ms, Menchaca, investigators
| said. | '

During the ride, Ms. iraylieal’s watch and £31
were taken, detectives said. J
CAftgr Ms. Meunchaca was picked up at a bar,
investigators added, the five took their captive to
Vinmenue and Tenth Streets in the Calwa area
where she was found dead, shot through the head.

Tipped by the youth later that night, Fresna
s obtained information from Modesto iaw
enforcement officers and located M, Craybeal’s
car in the Chinatown area, with Stankewirz and
= Lewis inside. Th? were arrested and a .25 caliber
: pistol was found in their possession. The tweo
wogen were arrested in a nearby hotel, police
sai

ﬁml;olge g);md the bor'ly with information obtaireq
the five afte? they were arrested, investigat-
- ing officers reported,

%




4,

h?‘%""“‘vaﬁ ed the FLe said o
by ttg: ':;"% ;’B&ehem— e
vebicts, " VO forced hig s 5 thg

Fe 52id one ¢
the women
Wallet Which contair‘;?gotvhfg

his

Suspects In Robbery That Nigh%

| the incident because of his illegal Investigators said Ms. Graybeal  the four saveral hours afier the kill.3

- was kidnapped in Modesto the after-  ing, {

B Deputies; belieye his assailants  noon of Feb. 8 and driven in her car'  ~ The four adults were charged with
kewitz, 21, of , to Fresno by Stankewitz, Lewis, Ms.  Ms. Graybeal’s murder and a prelim. §
TONE: LEWiS, 44, 01 cdcra-  Topping and the 14yearaid. ~ inary hearing has been set for Feb. |
‘Tesna E. Topping, 18, of

(7

: p. chaca,  was picked up at a bar in Chinatown  er the youth will be tried as an adult.

25 of Fresno. 2 and that Ms. Graybea! was then tak- Investigators said the boy was

‘The four and a l4vearold Pire- * e to Vine Avenue and Tenth Sireet,  with the four adults at the tirne Ms,

{ dale boy were arrested after Ms. where she was shot and her body left ~ Graybeal was killed, but that he had

{ Graybeal’s bedy was found in the beside the road, ; already been drepped at his home in

Caiwa area, where she died of a sin- Police said the youth provided Pinedale when the robbery of the
gle gunshot wound to the head. information which led to the arrest of  farmworker occurred.

i’etltlon for Writ of Habeas Corpus -
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investigatore said Ms. Menchaca ~ 27. No decision has been made wheth &
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Death

TOW
Inmate
retried

Stankewitz is back in
Fresno for third retrial.

By Pablo Lopez
The Fresno Bee

More than three decades
after Douglas Ray Stankewitz
shot and killed 22-year-old
Theresa Graybeal and bragged
to his friends —“Did I drop her
or did Idrop her?” — he has re-
turned to Fresno for a third re-
trial of his death sentence.

Stankewitz, 55, has been on
California’s death row longer
than any other inmate. He
checked into the
Fresno County
Jail this week
and has a hear-
ing today in the
downtown
courthouse, l

He’s here be-
;duse a federal Douglas Ray

ppellate court Stankewitz
in 2012 over-
turned his NJORE
death sentence ONLINE
due to incompe-
tent counsel. See the story
Though he con- at fresnobee.

s com for links

tends he didn’t N o e
kill Graybeal
(his supporters hal supparty
tunl’exl:g hé gﬁnkewnz‘é
didn’t utter the ., ensfa bk

i py of the
chilling quote, appeliate
either), the ap- ot ling
pellate court de- that ordered a
clined to re- retigl of his
verse his mur- death
der conviction.  sentance.

Instead, the
appellate court wants a new
jury to determine whether he
should remain on death row
until his execution or spend life
in prison without parole.

Courtroom observers today
will see a far different person
than the young rebel who
slugged his attorney during his
1978 trial, talked back to the
Jjudge and escaped from a court-
house holding cell before being
recaptured a few days later in
Fresno.

“He’s not angry anymore,”
said Laura Wass, director for
the American Indian Move-
ment in Central California,
who has studied Stankewitz's
case and contends he is inno-
cent,

“He’s calmer now and stron-
ger in mind,” Wass said. “He’s
determined to prove his inno-
cence.”

Stankewitz caused an uproar
at his 1978 trial when he threat-

See STANKEWITZ, Page A14

arafoncccck
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STANKEWITZ

Continued from A1

ened to kill Judge Robert
Martin, jurors and wit-
nesses, published reports
said. He also cursed Mar-
tin saying: “I already
know the outcome of this
(expletive) trial.”

Undersheriff Tom Gat-
tie promised that won’t
happen this time.

“He's a yellow suit,”
Gattie said, referring to
high-risk inmates who
wear yellow jail jump-
suits to court. Non-vio-
lent inmates wear red
jumpsuits, “I can assure
you there will be enough
correctional officers to
watch him.”

At San Quentin State
Prison, Stankewitz has
his own cell, which has a
television and radio,
‘Wass said. He also gets to
talk to other death-row in-
mates.

In the county jail,
Stankewitz is isolated
from other inmates for
his own safety and
doesn’t have a television
or radio. “We treat all in-
mates the same,” Gattie
said. “This isn’t the Hil-
ton.”

Stankewitz was 19 in
February 1978 when he
and four others from Fres-
no— Billy Brown, 14, Mar-
lin Lewis, 22, Teena Top-
ping, 19, and Christina
Menchaca, 25 — got
stranded in Modesto with-
out a working car.

Outside a department
store, they forced Gray-
beal into her car and
drove off.

In Fresno, they drove to
the Calwa area looking
for heroin. They all got
out of the car at Vine Ave-
nue and 10th Street. Ev-
eryone got back in the car
except Stankewitz and
Graybeal.

According to Brown’s
testimony, Stankewitz
raised a gun and shot
Graybeal from about one
foot away. “Did I drop her
or did I drop her?” Brown
quoted Stankewitz as say-
ing.

Brown’s charges were
dropped for testifying

against Stankewitz.
Lewis pleaded guilty to
second-degree murder.
Both are now dead. Men-
chaca and Topping plead-
ed guilty to being accesso-
ries.

The California Su-
preme Court tossed his
first death sentence in
1982, but a year later he
was convicted again and
sentenced again to death.
The second death sen-
tence didn’t hold up, ei-
ther. The U.S. District
Court of Appeals, Ninth
Circuit, ruled in October
2012 that Fresno attorney
Hugh Goodwin’s “perfor-
mance fell below the con-
stitutional standards” be-
cause he didn’t tell jurors
about Stankewitz’s abu-
sive childhood and men-
tal health problems.

Goodwin, who went on
to become a judge, died in
2004 at age 83.

The appellate court out-
lined Stankewitz’s child-
hood:

He was born into a pov-
erty-stricken home that
was “dirty, covered in
cockroaches and fleas,
and without electricity or
running water.” There
often was not enough food
for Stankewitz and his
nine siblings, who were
frequently beaten by their
parents and whipped
with a belt.

Stankewitz’s mother,
Marian, had been an alco-
holic since she was a
child and was severely in-
tellectually impaired.
Marian Stankewitz was
arrested several times for
crimes that included as-
sault, grand theft auto
and drunken driving, and
she was ultimately con-
victed of voluntary man-
slaughter for shooting
and killing a man while
she was drunk at a party.

A probation report de-
scribed Stankewitz's
mother as “incapable of
caring for herself and all
of her children and cer-
tainly incapable of caring
for Doug.”

Stankewitz's father,
Robert, was an alcoholic
truck driver and leader of
a motorcycle gang. Ac-
cording to his rap sheet,

he was arrested several
times for crimes that in-
cluded wife beating, rob-
bery, non-support, public
drunkenness, forgery, dis-
turbing the peace and con-
tributing to the delinquen-
cy of a minor. A judge de-
scribed Robert Stanke-
witz as an “outlaw” and
“a definite menace to soci-
ety” who had low intelli-
gence and “no respect for
the rights or feelings of
others.”

The appellate court
said: “That Stankewitz
was severely emotionally
damaged by his early
childhood is well-support-
ed by the record.” Good-
win also failed to tell ju-
rors of Stankewitz’s “long
history of drug use and
consumption of substan-
tial quantities of drugs in
the days leading up to
Graybeal’s murder.”

Wass said that Stanke-
witz, an American Indian
who was known as
“Chief,” has found hope
by collecting proof of his
innocence, which support-
ers post on the website
freechief.org.

“He is stronger than
ever,” she said.

‘Wass has helped collect
the evidence. She said
Lewis told her a few
months before he died in
December 2000 that he
was responsible for Gray-
beal’s death. “He felt real-
1y bad about Doug having
to take the heat for all of
this,” Wass said.

In addition, Brown
wrote a court declaration
in September 1993. In the
declaration, Brown said:
“1 did not at any time see
Doug Stankewitz holding
a gun. I did not see who
pulled the trigger.”

Brown also said Lewis
actually uttered the infa-
mous words that led to
Stankewitz being sen-
tenced todeath. Wass said
she didn’t get a chance to
talk to Brown before he
died.

» The reporter can be
reached at (559) 441-6434,
plopez@fresnobee.com or
@beecourts on Twitter.
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i Douglas
Stankewitz

A& was awaiting a
second trial
when this
photograph
was taken in

3 1982.

Delay
filed for
killer

#l State schedules
execution of Fresnan
Douglas Stankewitz for
next week, but there is
. late legal challenge.

By Royal Calkins
The Fresno Bee

Fresno killer Douglas Stan-
kewitz briefly moved to the
top of California’s death list
Thursday when state prison
officials began preparing to
execute him a week from to-
- day.

.A federal judge in Fresno
said he expected to issue a
stay this morning, however,
indefinitely postponing Stan-
kewitz’s trip to the San
Quentin gas chamber.

.. Stankewitz was convicted,
Wtwice, of the 1978 killing of
* Theresa Graybeal, 22, of Mo-
' desto.

.Prison officials had an-
nounced Thursday that the
execution was scheduled for 3

i a.m. Nov. 22 because Stanke-
witz had not authorized an
attorney to seek a stay.

The state appeared to be
on the verge of its first execu-
fion in 24 years. Reporters.
were invited to apply to be
among the 16 journalists al-
lowed to witness the death.

But after business hours
Thursday, federal court offi-
cials in Sacramento notified
U.8. District Judge Oliver W.

! Please see Execution, back page
!
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Douglas Stankewitz, right, answers questions as Bailiff James Batchelor,

‘I don't trust them’

Fresno Bes/Edward C. Nol

from whorn Stankewitz escaped during his 1978 irial, watches.

Stankewitz blasts public defenders

Four years and two days after a Fresno jury
recommended  his  execution, Douglas  Ray
Stankewitz retumed to a Fresno courtroom —
still angry at public delenders.

Stankewilz — whose conviction on charges of
murder, kidnapping and robbery was reversed
recently by the California Supreme Court — told
Superior Court Judge A. Dennis Cueton
wednesday that he will not allow Fresno County
public defenders to represent him.

Deputy Public Defender Sal Sciandra
represented Stankewitz at his trial n the
shooting death of Theresa Graybeal, 22, of
Modesto. During that trial, Stankewilz punched
Sciandra and repeatedly tried to fire him.

Sciandra submitted the motion that led fo the
reversal of Stankewitz's conviction,

The state Supreme Court ruled that Stankewi(z
should have been grunied a competency heanng
belare his tnal.

Caeton — who presided at Stankewilz's
preliminary hearing in 1978 while a Municipal
Court judge — Wednesday ordered a cormpetency
hearing and appointed two psychiatrists to
exarnine Stankewitz. He scheduled a hearing on
their reports for Oct. 19,

to resolve Stankewitz’s
after he rules on the

He also promised
attorney problems
compe(ency issue.

During his court appearance Wednesday,
Stankewitz  denounced the Public Defender’s
Office in & heated diatribe,

“1'do not want . .. their help,” he said. "*You
know [ don’t trust them. They showed what they
could do for mic¢ by gelting the death penalty and
[ don't want ta go through that again.”

Before the first trial, Sciandra challenged his
client’s competency to stand trial or aid in his
defense. That challengeswas denied by Supernior
Court Judge Blame Fetutt. Sciandra appealed

the denial.

The 5th District Court of Appeal affirmed th
denial and Sciandra took s appeal Lo the stat
Supreme Court, which refused to hear .

But the court later reveysed his conviction o
the automatic appeal of the death penalty.

The proceedings also represented a reunion ¢
sorts for Stankewitz and sheriff’s deputy Jamec
Batchelor, a baili{f 1n Caeton's court.

Batchelor was blamed for Stankewilz's escap
from a holding cell on the fifth floor of (h
County Courthouse during his tnal. A latw
inspection showed that a door the bailiff ha
been uccused of not closing was warped s
ditficult to shut.

Stankewilz was recaptured without incider
three duys after his escape at a party in th
Fresno apartment of a (riend.

Asked if the prisoner acknowledged hin
Batchelor said: **Yes, he said ‘hi."”



