LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Stankewitz guilty of murder: Letters to the
editor, May 15, 2019

Douglas Stankewitz, 60, is the longest tenured condemned inmate at San Quentin State Prison. He will now
serve life without parole. FRESNO BEE FILE
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STANKEWITZ GUILTY OF COLD-BLOODED MURDER

I read your editorial on Sunday regarding the decision of the district attorney not to
seek the death penalty in the Douglas Stankewitz case because of alleged mitigating
factors outweighing the aggravating factors.
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First, I was the original prosecutor in this case over 40 years ago, which was tried
twice. Many of your alleged “facts” are simply incorrect. Most of what is “mitigation”
was presented to the jury and rejected. Second, nobody who actually participated in
that case, including myself, was actually consulted on the decision by the D.A. Third,
Stankewitz committed that premeditated murder after being released from the
Youth Authority for participating in the shooting of a CHP, carjacking, and the brutal
attempted murder of an elderly man. He escaped during trial and was waiting for
automatic weapons from the North Fork area so he could “kill a cop” when we
recaptured him.

This was a brutal, premeditated murder of his victim, Theresa Greybeal. I have
handled hundreds of murders as a prosecutor and as a judge and this was one of the
most cold blooded I have ever seen. I could support telling the public the truth,
which is that given the governor’s current moratorium on the death penalty and the
fact it would be another 20 years for it to be imposed, it makes little sense to pursue
it except as a matter of principle.
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On the other hand, telling the public that the mitigating factors outweigh the
aggravating factors simply causes disgust with the system and lack of confidence.
The public should be told the truth and that is the truth.

Your editorial said Stankewitz was “smirking.” There was a reason for that.

James A. Ardaiz, Fresno
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