
2026-2027 Preschool Scholarship Program 
GUIDELINES FOR PRESCHOOLS
FMC/NICA/T4F Early Childhood Iowa
Bremer, Butler, Cerro Gordo, Chickasaw, Floyd, Franklin, Grundy, Hancock, Mitchell and Worth Counties

FMC (Floyd-Mitchell-Chickasaw), NICA (Cerro Gordo-Hancock-Worth) and T4F-Together for Families (Bremer-Butler-Franklin-Grundy) ECI-Early Childhood Iowa Areas offer preschool scholarships up to $200 per month for children whose families are between 161%-200% Federal Poverty Level. If income falls is 160% or below, refer to #4 and #5 for alternate options.  Families whose income exceeds 200% FIG are not eligible for a scholarship.  In the FMC, NICA and T4F Areas, the Preschool Scholarship Program is administered by ECI in partnership with PARTCIPATING PRESCHOOLS WHO AGREE TO FOLLOW THE GUIDELINES LISTED BELOW:
1. Preschools must have a full license on file through the Iowa Department of Health and Human Services or the Department of Education. 
2. A preschool may be in a licensed child care center, but a preschool is not child care. There must be a preschool program. 
3. Children who are 3-5 years (not eligible for kindergarten) are eligible and given priority for scholarships. If there is a child who is five (and eligible for kindergarten) and has a unique situation, these situations will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis, with input from professional agencies working with the child/family, to determine eligibility.
4. Children that are eligible for a Statewide 4-Year Old Voluntary Preschool Program (SWVPP) are not eligible for the preschool scholarship program unless the preschool that the child is attending is not a participant in the voluntary program. The preschool scholarship program is unable to supplement additional days/times beyond what is offered by the voluntary preschool program at the preschool of the family’s choice.
5. Household income guidelines will follow the most recent poverty levels.  Families who meet 161%-200% poverty income guidelines may be eligible for a preschool scholarship. A scholarship will cover up to $200 per month towards tuition fees. If any extras are included in the monthly tuition fee (enrollment/registration fees, meals, snacks, etc) they will be covered. However, if they are billed separately or as a one-time fee, they will not be covered. 
Families whose income is 160% or below the poverty income guidelines must see if other State of Iowa funding is available before applying for this FMC/NICA/T4F ECI Area scholarship unless one parent qualifies per the Parent/Guardian Attestation (PA) process.  Refer to the last page of the scholarship application for PA information.  If the PA process is not applicable, families must apply with Iowa Health and Human Services (HHS) for Child Care Assistance (CCA) at https://hhs.iowa.gov/assistance-programs/child-care-assistance. If denied funding by CCA, and the FMC, NICA or T4F Areas have funding available, a family must provide the CCA Notice of Decision to the program facilitator along with the scholarship application and proof of income.
The preschool is required to notify the program facilitator throughout the school year if they are aware of household changes in income or size.  The program facilitator may request updated income and household size information at any time throughout the school year to ensure tuition eligibility. 
6. Programs must be participating in a Quality Initiative defined as a child care or preschool program meeting a relative quality system such as IQ4K – Iowa Quality 4 Kids, IQPPS – Iowa’s Quality Preschool Program Standards, or NAEYC- National Association for the Education of Young Children.  
7. Ages and Stages Questionnaires (ASQ) provides reliable, accurate developmental and social-emotional screening for children between birth and age 6.  Preschool providers are required to screen children receiving scholarship funds for behavioral, developmental, and learning delays using the ASQ to ensure that children who are not demonstrating age-appropriate skills are referred on for additional services or treatment.  Drawing on parents’ expert knowledge, ASQ has been specifically designed to pinpoint developmental progress and catch delays in young children - paving the way for meaningful next steps in learning, intervention, or monitoring. Certain ASQ-3 and/or ASQ Social Emotional (SE) data will be requested. 
If the preschool is not established with ASQ training and materials, funding may be available to reimburse the preschool for costs such as class registration fees, ASQ kits/materials, mileage, and substitute teacher costs needed to cover staff while completing training.  Contact the program facilitator for availability of funds. 
8. Preschool rates for each preschool program offered, including the classes offered (e.g. AM/PM/full-time and days of the week program is offered) must be provided to the program facilitator along with the Preschool/Child Care Center Agreement.  If a preschool raises their rates after the beginning of the school year, the preschool must provide the program facilitator with rate changes.  Pending funding availability, the parents may be responsible for the difference, unless otherwise approved by the program facilitator.
9. Children receiving preschool scholarships will be charged at the published rate that other children with similar needs are charged. If the monthly tuition fee is more than $200, the preschool will be responsible for collecting the difference from the families according to their billing policies. If the monthly tuition fee for a child is less than $200 per month, the preschool will only be reimbursed for the published rate amount.  
10. The preschool provider will maintain monthly documentation of the number of days of classes were available and the number of days the scholarship child attended. The child must be in attendance for 75% of each month and absences will be documented with the reason for the absences included l. If the child is not in attendance for 75% of each month, then the scholarship will be reviewed and may be terminated. Families are required to notify the preschool/center if their child will not be attending according to the policies of the preschool/center.
11. The preschool provider must submit the attendance records along with a monthly REQUEST FOR PAYMENT (RFP) listing the scholarship child’s name, month and tuition fee to the program facilitator. This is due the 15th of each month following the month prior, e.g. September attendance and RFP for September tuition is due October 15.  
12. If a child/family becomes ineligible for a scholarship during the course of the school year (e.g., moves out of service area, falls out of compliance with program requirements, is no longer in need of a scholarship for any reason), then the parents and preschool must notify the program facilitator immediately. They must provide the child’s last day of attendance. Then, the preschool may be paid up to $200 for the month that includes the last day of attendance. The preschool will not be paid for any tuition after that month has ended. 
13. Funding is not available for this program until after August 1 of the current year and scholarships will not be confirmed until after that date. The scholarships are awarded on a first come, first serve basis. When funding is exhausted, no more scholarships will be granted. Qualifying families will be added to a limited waiting list and contacted if any additional funding becomes available. Applications will be processed and preschools will be notified of approved families within 30 days of receipt of the application.  
14. Preschools agree to not bill any other entity (Parents, HHS, Promise Jobs, etc.) for any tuition costs (up to $200) that are being claimed for reimbursement through the Preschool Scholarship Program as funds cannot be duplicated. If services claimed are also billed to another source, the preschools may be obligated to repay the funds that were duplicated and may be subject to termination from the Preschool Scholarship Program. 
15. The time period covered by this agreement is when preschool officially begins to when preschool officially ends for the year, at each site.
16. Either party, for any reason, may terminate this agreement with a written 30-day notice to the other party.
17. Final decisions rest ultimately with the respective FMC, NICA or T4F Early Childhood Board.
If you have questions, please contact Gloria Carr, FMC, NICA, T4F Preschool Scholarship Program Facilitator via e-mail to gcarrfmct4f@yahoo.com or call (641) 330-0989.






07/29/2026

2026-2027 Preschool Scholarship Program
Preschool / Child Care Center Agreement
Select the Early Childhood Iowa area where your preschool / child care center is located:

[bookmark: Check1]|_|FMC–Floyd/Mitchell/Chickasaw     |_|NICA–Cerro Gordo/Hancock/Worth
 |_|T4F–Together 4 Families, Bremer/Butler/Franklin/Grundy

Licensed preschool program through: |_|HHS (Health & Human Services) or |_|DE (Dept. of Education)

	          On behalf of
	[bookmark: Text1]     
	, I have read, understand, and


(Type or print name of Preschool / Child Care Center)  
agree to the terms of the 2026-2027 Preschool Scholarship Program.  
I agree not to bill or receive funds from any other entity (Parents, HHS, Promise Jobs, etc.) for tuition costs (up to $200) that I claim for reimbursement through the Preschool Scholarship Program, as funds cannot be duplicated.  If a duplication of payments occurs, my preschool/child care center may be obligated to repay funds duplicated and may be subject to termination from the Preschool Scholarship Program. The program facilitator retains the right to review attendance and enrollment records. 
As a participant in the preschool scholarship program for the 2026-2027 school year, I agree to participate in the following quality initiative: 
|_| IQPPS 
|_| NAEYC
|_| IQ4K; my current rating is:      .  Applying for IQ4K is strongly encouraged.  If you have applied, but have not yet been approved, or are planning to apply, please provide the following:
	Rating working towards:
	     

	
Anticipated date or date application was submitted:
	
     

	
An update on your progress:
	
     

	
     



Ages and Stages Questionnaires (ASQ) screening is required.  
|_| I have taken ASQ-SE & ASQ-3 training and will utilize the screening tool.
|_| I plan to take ASQ-SE & ASQ-3 training and will utilize the screening tool.
	
Dates planning to take training:
	
     



I am providing a list of all preschool programs, including tuition fees and associated date/times of each class, offered at the above-mentioned preschool/child care center along with this agreement and agree to notify the program facilitator of any tuition increases throughout the year and recognize that the difference in rate increases may not be covered by the scholarship program.

	
	Date:
	     

	Signature of Preschool / Child Care Center Director
	
E-mail:
	
     

	
Print Name:
	
     
	
Phone:
	
     

	
ECI Board Chair Approval:
	

	
Date:
	




Return to Gloria Carr, FMC/NICA/T4F Preschool Program Facilitator, by e-mail to gcarrfmct4f@yahoo.com or mail to FMC/NICA/T4F Early Childhood Iowa, PO Box 131, Charles City, IA 50616.  Questions? Call (641) 330-0989.
