2026-2027 Preschool Scholarship Program 
GUIDELINES FOR FAMILIES
FMC/NICA/T4F Early Childhood Iowa
Bremer, Butler, Cerro Gordo, Chickasaw, Floyd, Franklin, Grundy, Hancock, Mitchell and Worth Counties

FMC (Floyd-Mitchell-Chickasaw), NICA (Cerro Gordo-Hancock-Worth) and T4F-Together for Families (Bremer-Butler-Franklin-Grundy) ECI-Early Childhood Iowa Areas offer preschool scholarships of up to $200 per month for children whose families are between 161%-200% Federal Poverty Level. If income falls is 160% or below, refer to #3 for alternate options.  Families whose income exceeds 200% FIG are not eligible for a scholarship.  In the FMC, NICA and T4F Areas, the Preschool Scholarship Program is administered by ECI in partnership with participating preschools and PARENTS WHO AGREE TO FOLLOW THE GUIDELINES LISTED BELOW:

1. The child MUST be an Iowa resident attending a participating Iowa preschool. If the child resides in a county outside of the FMC/NICA/T4F area, the family must first apply for a scholarship in the neighboring ECI area and be denied before applying in the FMC/NICA/T4F scholarship area.  
2. The program facilitator will use the preschool scholarship application to gather the appropriate information. The application must be completed and submitted with proof of income to determine eligibility.  Applications will not be reviewed without proof of income. 
3. Income guidelines will follow the most recent poverty levels, which are revised annually, and include gross income totals.  Refer to the Preschool Scholarship Application for the Federal Income Guidelines (FIG) table for 161% to 200% gross income eligibility based on family size. 
Gross income:  Your 2025 Income Tax Return is preferred.  If your income situation and/or household size has changed since your 2025 tax return, you must submit a copy of a month’s worth of recent, consecutive paystubs, employer’s statement of income on letterhead, OR self-employment records for each household member receiving income.  If household members are receiving FIP, SNAP Benefits, Unemployment Benefits, Child Support or other additional income, proof of the amount received must be submitted with the application. 
Families whose income is 160% or below the poverty income guidelines must see if other State of Iowa funding is available before applying for this FMC/NICA/T4F ECI Area scholarship unless one parent qualifies per the Parent/Guardian Attestation (PA) process.  Refer to the last page of the scholarship application for PA information.  If the PA process is not applicable, families must apply with Iowa Health and Human Services (HHS) for Child Care Assistance (CCA) at https://hhs.iowa.gov/assistance-programs/child-care-assistance. If denied funding by CCA, and the FMC, NICA or T4F Areas have funding available, a family must provide the CCA Notice of Decision with this FMC/NICA/T4F Early Childhood Iowa scholarship application along with proof of income.
The parent or guardian is required to update the preschool and/or program facilitator throughout the school year if income or household size has changed.  The program facilitator may request updated income and household size information at any time throughout the school year to ensure tuition eligibility. 
4. It is expected that families with children eligible to attend Head Start or a statewide, voluntary preschool program are not eligible for this scholarship.  Exception: If the applicant qualifies for Head Start, but the programs are full or not able to accept the child, the applicant may qualify for a scholarship under the preschool scholarship program if funds are available.
5. Children who are 3-5 years of age and not eligible for kindergarten are eligible and given priority for the scholarships. If there is a child who is age 5 and eligible for kindergarten and has a unique situation, these situations will be looked at on a case-by-case basis, with input from professional agencies working with the child/family to determine eligibility.
6. A scholarship will cover up to $200 per month toward tuition at a preschool that meets the preschool guidelines. If any extras are included in the monthly tuition fee (enrollment/registration fees, meals, snacks, field trips, etc.), they will be covered. However, if they are billed separately, they will not be covered.
7. If a preschool raises their rates after the beginning of the school year, the parents are responsible for the difference, unless otherwise approved by the program facilitator and funding is available.
8. Families may choose which participating preschool they want to send their child to as well as the number of days they will be attending (up to five). A preschool may be in a licensed child care center, but a preschool is not child care, so there must be a preschool program.
9. The preschool must meet the Preschool Scholarship Program-Guidelines for Preschools. Preschools must be associated with either the Iowa Department of Education or the Iowa Department of Health and Human Services.  In order for preschools to participate in the preschool scholarship program, they must participate in a Quality Initiative.  Quality Initiatives include IQ4K – Iowa Quality 4 Kids, IQPPS – Iowa’s Quality Preschool Program Standards, or NAEYC- National Association for the Education of Young Children.  The preschool must also commit to screening children receiving scholarship funds for behavioral, developmental, and learning delays using the Ages and Stages Questionnaires (ASQ) to ensure that children who are not demonstrating age-appropriate skills are referred on for additional services or treatment. For more information on the ASQ, please visit, https://agesandstages.com/about-asq/for-parents/.  Parents/guardians are required to engage in the preschool’s quality initiatives and the ASQ process.
10. The child must be in attendance for 75% of the month and absences will be documented by the preschool/child care center and submitted to the program facilitator. Attendance of less than 75% will be reviewed and may result in loss of the scholarship. Families are required to notify the preschool/child care center if their child will not be attending during preschool hours. Please see your child’s preschool/child care center policies on how and when to report absences. 
11. If the child moves within the FMC, NICA or T4F area or the family chooses to switch preschools during the year, the funds will follow the child as long as the preschool meets the program guidelines. The scholarship of up to $200 per month will only cover the amount that was allotted for the scholarship at the previous facility, unless approved by the program facilitator based on funding availability. If the child moves to a preschool outside the area or a preschool that is not participating in the scholarship program, the scholarship will end.
12. Families will be contacted to let them know if they meet the guidelines for the program and funding for the program is available. The scholarships are awarded on a first come, first serve basis. When funding is exhausted, no more scholarships will be granted. Qualifying families will be added to a limited waiting list and contacted if any additional funding becomes available.
13. The time period covered by this agreement is from the date when preschool programming officially begins to when preschool officially ends for the school year, based on the preschool chosen.
14. If a child/family becomes ineligible for a scholarship during the course of the school year (e.g., moves out of service area, falls out of compliance with program requirements, is no longer in need of a scholarship for any reason), then the parents and preschool must notify the program facilitator immediately. They must provide the child’s last day of attendance. Then, the preschool may be paid up to $200 toward monthly tuition fees for the month that includes the last day of attendance. The program facilitator retains the right to review attendance and enrollment records.
15. Either party for any reason may terminate this agreement with a written 30-day notice of one party to the other.	

Questions?  Contact Gloria Carr, FMC/NICA/T4F ECI Preschool Scholarship Program Facilitator, 
via e-mail to gcarrfmct4f@yahoo.com or call (641) 330-0989.
07/29/2026

2026-2027 Preschool Scholarship Application
  FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
  Date Received ___________
  Date Reviewed ___________
  Decision ________________
  Adjusted Gross ___________
  Poverty Level ____________

  
            

Please complete both pages and submit with proof of income to: 
Gloria Carr, FMC/NICA/T4F ECI Preschool Program Facilitator 
E-mail: 	gcarrfmct4f@yahoo.com 
or Mail:	FMC/NICA/T4F Early Childhood Iowa 
          			PO Box 131 
           			Charles City, IA 50616

	Child’s Name:
	[bookmark: Text1]     
	Date of Birth:
	     

	
[bookmark: _Hlk204931134][bookmark: Check1]Child’s Age as of 9/15/2026:	 |_| 3   |_| 4   |_| 5  
	To be considered for scholarship eligibility, children must be age 3, 4, or 5 as of September 15, 2026 and must not eligible for kindergarten. 

	
Parent/Guardian Name:
	
     

	Address:
	     
     
	County of Residence:    |_| Cerro Gordo    
       |_| Bremer     |_| Butler     |_| Chickasaw     

	[bookmark: _Hlk204931043]
City, State, Zip:
	
     
	       |_| Floyd       |_| Frankin   |_| Grundy   
       |_| Hancock  |_| Mitchell  |_| Worth

	
Phone Number:  
	
     
	
E-mail:
	
     

	Preferred Method of Contact
[bookmark: _Hlk204931214]          |_|Phone     |_|E-mail
	Monthly Preschool Tuition Cost:
Enrollment/Registration Cost:
	$      
$      

	
Name of Preschool your child will attend:
	
     

	Days your child will attend preschool:   |_| Monday  |_| Tuesday  |_| Wednesday  |_| Thursday  |_| Friday
Time your child will attend preschool:  |_| AM  |_| PM  |_| All Day  |_| Other      



The information below is for reporting purposes only and does not affect your preschool scholarship. 
The data that is collected will be completely confidential and names will not be used when the information is reported.

Marital Status of Primary Caregiver: |_|Married  |_|Single  |_|Partnered  |_|Separated  |_|Divorced  |_|Widowed      
  
Education Level of Primary Caregiver:  |_|Less than High School Diploma  |_|High School Diploma or GED  
        |_|Some College   |_|Technical Training/Certification   |_|Associates Degree   |_|Bachelor’s Degree or higher   

Race of Child:  |_|White  |_|Black or African American  |_|American Indian and Alaskan Native  |_|Asian      
        |_|Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander  |_|Two or more races

Ethnicity of Child:  |_|Hispanic or Latino   |_|Not Hispanic or Latino

Household Size:    |_|2     |_|3     |_|4     |_|5     |_|6     |_|7     |_|More than 7; List how many:       

2026-2027 FEDERAL INCOME GUIDELINES (FIG) FOR FMC/NICA/T4F SCHOLARSHIPS

	Family size
	161%
	200%

	1 (foster placement)
	$25,537
	$31,920

	2
	$34,625
	$43,280

	3
	$43,713
	$54,640

	4
	$52,801
	$66,000

	5
	$61,889
	$77,360

	6
	$70,977
	$88,720

	7
	$80,065
	$100,080

	8
	$89,153
	$111,440



Families whose income is 160% or below the FIG must see if other State of Iowa funding is available unless one parent qualifies per the Parent/Guardian Attestation (PA) process.  (Refer to the highlighted section on next page for the PA Form).  If the PA process is not applicable, families must apply with Iowa Health and Human Services (HHS) 
for Child Care Assistance (CCA) at https://hhs.iowa.gov/assistance-programs/child-care-assistance. 
Head Start may be available for families with income below 100% poverty level.
INCOME VERIFICATION
This application must be completed and submitted with proof of income to determine scholarship eligibility.
Applications will not be reviewed without proof of income.

Your 2025 Income Tax Return is preferred.  If your income situation and/or household size has changed since your 2025 tax return, you must submit at least one month’s worth of recent and consecutive paystubs OR an employer’s statement of income on letterhead OR self-employment records for each household member receiving income.  
If household members are receiving FIP, SNAP Benefits, unemployment benefits, child support or other additional income, proof of the amount received must also be entered in the table below.  (Attach additional page if necessary.)
	
Name of Person 
Receiving Income
	Source of Income
(i.e.  Unemployment, FIP, SNAP, child support, other)
	Amount Received 
(Gross Income–if applicable,  amount before taxes & fees)
	How often received?
(Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly)

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     



If you have applied for CCA benefits and have been denied, and the FMC, NICA or T4F Areas have funding available, a family must provide the CCA Notice of Decision along with proof of income.
I authorize the release of my name, my child’s name, my income, and size of household to the respective FMC, NICA or T4F Early Childhood Board and/or their designees and/or preschools for the purpose of tracking the program success and to establish eligibility for the program.  I have read, understand, and agree to the Preschool Scholarship Guideline terms.

Signature of Parent or Guardian _______________________________________     Date:  __________________

Questions? Contact Gloria Carr, FMC/NICA/T4F Program Facilitator by e-mail (gcarrfmct4f@yahoo.com) or phone (641) 330-0989.

You have the right to appeal decisions to the respective FMC, NICA or T4F Early Childhood Board. A letter of appeal must be received within ten working days of the date of the notice of decision, must be based on a contention that the process was conducted outside statutory authority, violated state or federal law, policy or rule, did not provide adequate public notice, was altered without adequate public notice, or involved conflicted or interest by staff or committee members, and must include a request for the board to review the decisions and reasons for dissatisfaction. Within 30 working days of the receipt of the appeal, the board or board’s designee shall review the request and issue a final decision. No disbursements shall be made to any applicant for a period of 30 working days following the notice of decision. If an appeal is filed within the ten working days, all disbursements shall be held pending a final decision on the appeal.

FMC/NICA/T4F ECI CHILD CARE ASSISTANCE PARENT/GUARDIAN ATTESTATION FORM

You may be eligible for the Child Care Assistance (CCA) Program if you: 1) live in Iowa, 2) have a child under the age of 13 that needs care (or under the age of 19 if the child has special needs), 3) work or attend an approved training/education program an average of 32 hours a week (28 hours a week if the child has special needs), and 4) are unable to work or attend training/education program because of an approved medical reason.  

This form is intended to reduce paperwork for families that we know will likely not meet eligibility requirements for CCA.  Completing this form does not replace a formal CCA application, but may prevent an unnecessary CCA application.  If at least one parent is eligible to check both of the boxes on this attestation, the household likely does not currently meet the basic eligibility criteria for Iowa’s Child Care Assistance program and may be automatically denied if a CCA application is submitted at this time.  Please check any boxes that apply to this parent/guardian current situation:   
	
Parent/Guardian Name
(Use N/A in #2 if there is not a second parent/guardian in the household)

	Employment Requirement
Not Met.  This parent/guardian is currently not working or working an average of less than 32 hours per week.
	Education/Training Requirement Not Met.  This parent/guardian is not enrolled in a full-time education or training program.

	
1.       
	
|_| 
	
|_|

	
2.       
	
|_|
	
|_|



By signing below, I acknowledge that: 1) the above information is correct, and 2) This is not a CCA Application and if my circumstances change, I can fill out a CCA Application at any time.  

Signature of Parent or Guardian ______________________________________	Date:  ______________________

Provide supporting documentation of wages earned, hours worked, and education/training schedule if applicable.
