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needs to perform a more detailed evalua-
tion of the specific system(s). This diagnos-
tic work may involve visual examination,
physical sampling and/or field surveillance
and testing in order to help evaluate and
determine more accurately what the re-
maining serviceable life is for the particular
building system or component. This insight
will be very helpful in the decision process
as to when to replace and how to replace
as well as to help better project the cost of
replacement. This assessment may be fol-
lowed by a design, bidding and construc-
tion phase if replacement system is
warranted. Such replacement work resets
the maintenance cycle and helps extend
the serviceable life if quality materials and
craftsmanship are coupled with properly
scheduled routine maintenance.

The decision point when a component of a building

should go from routine maintenance to a large-

scale rehabilitation/replacement project, or major

capital project, is often made by comparing the

recurring repair costs or the escalation of

deferring the repair with the cost to replace the

system.


