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the property. A site visit should also be arranged with the contrac-
tor ahead of the winter season to survey the site and mark out
structures that cannot be coved with snow banks (fire hydrants,
curb lines, drains, etc.) to prioritize as well as protect them from
damage during snow removal effort.

The selection of appropriate de-icing agent is critical as some
chemicals can cause damage to your property. Salt is typically
used on sidewalks and asphalt pavement, however use of salt on
structural decks such as plazas and garages should be avoided as
the chlorides accelerate corrosion and concrete deterioration. A
better option is using de-icing agents such as Urea or Calcium
Magnesium Acetate (CMA) which have less of an impact on con-
crete structures. Plan to power washed all concrete by early spring
to remove de-icing agents that may have been brought into the
facility by vehicles. Inspect and flush drains each spring and fall, as
well to prevent drainage issues.

Freeze Thaw Cycles
Freeze thaw cycles that occur during the winter season are also
quite damaging to infrastructure. As water gets inside cracks in
sidewalks, asphalt pavement, masonry, and concrete construction,
the water freezes and the expansive forces induced by the forma-
tion of ice further increases the size of the cracks. Through the
winter, this repeated cycle can be damaging to the structure. Ef-
forts to seal cracks prior to winter can go a long way in helping
extend the serviceable life of your building components. Depend-
ing of the structure, this may involve routing and sealing cracks
with a sealant, or repointing deteriorated mortar joints, and re-
moving and replacing masonry.


