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“It would be helpful if anyone 
bothered to look at the 
numbers before inventing a 
narrative about the primaries.”

- BRIAN COLKER



Conventional Wisdom

•“Turnout will be abysmal – everyone is sick of politics.”

•“Republicans are way more motivated to vote than 

Democrats.”

•“These midterms will follow historical patterns: Democrats 

are sure to lose seats.”



Turnout was much closer to 2018 
than 2014 - Statewide

Year Registered Voted Turnout %

2022 21,941,212* 7,176,771 32.71%

2018 19,023,417 7,141,987 37.54%

2014 17,722,006 4,461,346 25.17%

*REMEMBER AUTOMATIC VOTER REGISTRATION!!!!



Turnout in Orange County

Year Registered Voted Turnout %

2022 1,809,947* 636,497 35.17%

2018 1,482,036 635,224 42.86%

2014 1,411,232 340,187 24.11%

*REMEMBER AUTOMATIC VOTER REGISTRATION!!!!



Republicans are more motivated 
to vote… aren’t they???

Democratic CA registration advantage vs. Rep: 22.84%

Statewide Primary Results as of 6/26:

Governor: 57.9% vs. 33.8% (24 pt gap)

Senate: 59.3% vs. 36.7% (22.6 pt gap)



Yeah, well… I bet Republicans have 
momentum in swing districts!

2018 

Candidate

2022 

Candidate

2022 D Total: 

Primary

2018 D Total: 

Primary

Difference

McNerney Harder 51.34% 53.20% -1.86%

Harder Gray 48.17% 47.90% 0.27%

Cox Salas 45.37% 37.20% 8.17%

Hill Smith 49.66% 48.20% 1.46%

Peacock Rollins 46.61% 39.20% 7.41%

Rouda Chen 43.15% 46.00% -2.85%

Porter Porter 51.71% 48.30% 3.41%

Levin Levin 51.44% 50.80% 0.64%

Cisneros Mahmood 40.87% 45.00% -4.13%

Note: the districts are 

not exactly the same, 

due to redistricting; but 

they are close enough to 

establish a pattern: Ds 

did NOT underperform in 

the primaries in 2022



State of Key Races



(It’s a big, beautiful world)


