Galvezton, Sept. 2&, 1300

Desr Tom ena Ella:

Gelveston is belng blested with fine dry wectler snd & good thilag it
is, es so m y ;ounes heve no roofs, in fzct I bave not seen & bullding, business
or residence, tXet there {s not sometilag the metter witk, I Led elwiys wanted &-
gae some xind of 8 big destrustion for mere curiosity but I now never weat to sec
such sny more the rest of my life, e® tLe horror will lest 2 life tine &3d soxe
how gives one & creepy feeling.

I worxed 53 deys on the beach - helped cleening zac Surming Sodles wac
of &1l jobs it was one. In fuct I was just played out Wednesdey aighi, my hends
.nd Teet swelled until I couli o no more but 'twas something in the worx tket
mede a fellow work harder tian he ever did in bis life and efter I Found my folxs
all right I thousht "twas only my cuty to help soms of the unfortunat..

¥r, Pettibone snd Frank Vellet were running the gang I waus with =nd bad
up to the time I quit buried end buraned 227 bodies cnd sixty azimels. The smell
ig zettizg vetter now snd the slime hes =dout gone off the street:, Sut ay I never
will forcet how it smelled the first anlght I wes here., They were b.urning bodles
on 40 & i Streeta and we got frull bensfit of that., I will tell you & few pleces
that you end Ills know of end can judge by them how many othter placec., From the
old Tucxer plece on 37 & P there is not but one house to the bewch, fram the
Gerden Vesieu (7) to the becch there are not over four houses. One 2lock eest of
the Creshem residence, including the big Catholie Church, there ere very lew
tsuszoe swtwnding, I do not xnow exectly how meny but not over & cozsn 10 On
Postoffice, ecst, from Rosenberg school thers iz ot e house ~nd on kaTket
from the Infimmary there is nothing. The In?irmery hes beex condermed. Clerie
end -€ourts ouilding hae been condenmned, Marx & Blum opposite C&C is & piie of
bricks, Cerrett's dry goods is & pile of dricxk, City Hell hec the south end gone.
These s«re some of the,what wes eup osed to De, best puildings here, &nd you nejy
have s little idea how the smeller pleces are, but you couldn't imegine it eitber.
Toe Linley houses o1 38 & M aTe turned around, the green house whfch stood on
the cormer of 38 & X is out in the strest on IJ & ¥, The Smith(Bpuse, 27 & X,
is turned around end the little house which stood behind it 1ia Ott's side welxk,
there are L ree hous~s in the street on 37 & <. To lock eround |tere st hame

~

looks bed ¢ .ugh bu* oy & few blocks eway in either direation mskes one dazed

From our upsteirs windows you cen 5e8 zte Gulf in very neer any p:
you lock. Tis enough lumber on our side walk to build = bouse lixe Styleg/end
in our own yerd you find most snything from 8 kodak to & hoop sxirt.
house has some slate off, the scme of ike old Flynn &nd Joe gim
Beptiest church on 37 & My has Zone to & million pieces,.the Eimer
57 & ¥} the same wey, old msn Siebel wes xilled in this house,,\he/s
rocking chair, pipe in his mouth and & big hole in his head\AQ
houszes s=cross the street look like they hove w lien on sech. OfN
their sidles. ¥ :

gttage on

¥y hends are so sore alC Iy nind rettlesd I can hardly ‘W
thdre are only six housed/left down past the Resurvey, t e-Plitt place, -he ’
the Kleinicke, Eerds in fact ell the old placws know of -ame gone anc
yo :a herdly tell Bhere tné places etood. The 0tt pl s & 1ittlds unroofed,
thel Painter enc our old woolen Sunday School is smashed. ce Church has &

&
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littla‘alate off, the water was up to the Chengel in it, $500 will cover i

loss, but of ell ﬁha wrecse I have seen 'tis the St, Petriczs - my, whet g

thet must heve been. The Cemetery ia in hard ghape, ell xinde of ;ubbi hb .
flosted in there, the fences down, some coffins laying on top-of the rj i
monumsnts broken, gives one the creeps to think of it., By being out gitgnzﬁ

Bgeng® I saw many things snd heerd 80 many thet I'm so full I don't xnow“whee

to start, In the Convent thet night four women refugees gsve birth to babiegoenc

I know no country oan eerth had &8s many as Gelveston on thet fstol evening and.afte
men with standing collars, that were once, worked side of old pot aad scid thi ;r'
of his blisterad hesnds wntil they swelled, it seems tre szlt soeked wooé r ?Oti-n6
works on the skin ~nd swells them and then they get sore and thé‘suma sitén'O' e
fest, zoing in end esround the mershes. Zape hzas little hopes of ever Southiisi
getting well, Ella, you know the white headed irs, Bell, *'twes sight loot out of
their family, including he and her, Mr. Rhummand and wife, Deisy cnc their children
Tillie Keats wes drowned with the rest of their family., Everyone of tho Seikes e
lost, Mrs, Peterson's daughter (Sadker) was lost with two children. (Lizzie

¥eyer) Mrs, Ray - he, she, children and Miss Rey were lost.

Every dey we hear of some one else we imow., The city hes given
Ricker, Lee & Company the contract to cleen the rupbish on the streets, will
cost $500,000. *he town looks s whole lot different now to what it did when I
came here, ¥oect all the streets are pessable now, but very few hsve any pavement

laft.

I got in here ¥ednesday night sbout 10 ofclock - everything derx cnd I
gtarted ror home as I wes neer ¢razy. L bought an¥extre® in Houston thet morning
end I saw Mama's name in emong the missing end you may imagine & little how I felt.
But back to where I etarted home, I got down to ¥innie & Tremont snd got tengled up
{n wires and went on to Tremont & I end I fell iato & hole end neerly broke my
neck end ruined my clotheg but I was upset. I didn't ¥mow whe.her I was naked or
not, after stumbling snd falling down Broedwey to 27, & fellow said *Helt.,* I
helted, 'twas & soldier and he mede me face sbout &nd mearch down to the Tremoat

hotel snd I hed to give my pest, present end future to the idj. Genertl, 'twas

then 2130 A.M, I found =me e bed on the floor znd story of the Tremont end weited

mtil daylight - and as I wes waiting for carrisge to go home(Ir. Lumpkin, the
last I saw of him wme Texss City) I got him to come out here with me, was scared
to walk ag I was sure to get trotted back to thet Genersl end I had already seen

him once ead I wanted to see my worse than I ever ¢id in my life before.

Pound Mame in bed 2nd wes glad I had the Doctor s he geve her somethiag
which she seemed to think did her good. 1 think everybody who cen lesve here ought
to, snyway for & month or 80, &8 everybody Xyou £ee has & tzle of sorrow thet it -
keeps them gll'riled up znd they need rest, I expect to have some AEETOES out
here Yondey to clesn up, Wellece took some sictures of this place Dut & man witk
e scemere on the street doesn't lest long &8 they ordered all caners tiends to De
shot ead I tell you an old beyonet makes mighty zood people ead those wio Lave
eny roof &t &ll just stey around thelir homes at night, closer then they ever aid ia 2
their lives, but they work harder now than they ever dié end the soldlers seem to be
of & great inducement to kssp people off the street after B ofcloex,



Had the first passenger trein in yesterday asnd I su
ppose fraom now th
mail will be more reguler. See by todey's paper that Fort Worth has had a ba:nsto:m

This town hes no fashions or styles now, except the
and wear blue flannel shirts and saoze of them look like zoilersmgi;etSzgugio'x'ii:kers
rirst shave yesterday. I felt too scratehy and the barber just esked me 25’cents my
The poor whitee snd negroes ars living betler than they ever did before and there.are
very few that have wanted for food, cistern water is selty end Alta Lama water i3 used
the natursl fsll from Alta Loms runs it here and averybody has enough, but it hes m&de’
meny sick but they boil it and does not hurt asnyone,

Mrs. Beal is running = hospitel, h=s 2¢ refugees there - the Mis=es Arnolds
and some other school teachers end £x e whole lot I don't know.

The weter was even with our geallery, about seven feet, was just caming in
the house when it went down. Vic (Crendma'e man servant - light colored negro, I believ
came neer drowning coming from the wesk house to the bacs gellery snd would heve gone bu
brother Wallace hed bias boet tied there snd he grabbed it and drzgged himself in sone

WaY.

The only trees left standing on the place ere one on eust side welx &nd
one by the sitting rocm, ell the rest zre flat. The front fence is gone, stebdle,
chicken house, in fect it looks scerey even right here.

Tom, you let my men plow the oat stubble agein end if it rains, they cen
puil dewn ths old wire fence acrosa fram the old barn, I told Styles ebout the fence
but let them help you when not plowing if you need them as I expect I will have to sow
most &ll the place., I would like to have my corn gathered but suppose hands cannot be
hed now zo I will weit until I get back., I bhave lots to do around hers cleening up,
'tis nasty old slime and *tis a surprise to me that everybody here is not sick, but
the city is digenfecting as fast as possible and the work thet hes Deen done here in

cleaning in wonderful indeed in such & short time.

T think every stacz end chimmey on the factories went down, sxcepting the
brewery, and what people would heve done for ice, would Deen the worst of &ll, Papa
catched up one stacx 40 feet and is now running the littvle mechine and storsge (et
the ice house)., He wes stopped for & week and his boxes stood et 36 when they went
to work sgein, of course that pleaced Papa to know he had such good boxes.

fhen I first came here I thought Galveston would never come out of this= out

from the start it has now made will be Digger and hetter than ever before. The

elevetors were dameged very little, grain in cers on the wharf were damaged &8 high

ag water got into them, but nothing like what evervone expected and to tell the trutk,
o Houstop =ncC tien

I thought most all of the reports I heard were stories until I got t
my, I never wsg in guch & srowd of crezy people end I wes one of the crezy ones, 0o,

end I then commenced to think it was like Teporis thzt I hed heard.

Mra. Certer and Miss Sars expect to go to Luling today, coth of them are
broke down end nerves shattersd.

Papa and Mama both have ssid that as soon &s confidence is restored and

property cen be sold near its value they are roing to move somewherse, but I expect

that will bHbe a year or two from NDOW,.
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I just saw Mr, Montgomery go by, his house on 39 & M: was torn
bedly, but I have not yet seen anything that wes not something the matter -
cows end horses, legs gwollen snd cut and bruised, some ewful bad. Everyoue
here thinks the elate from the roofs killed mors then what were drowned out-
right, as there are soma 4,000, sczitered over the town at different temporary
hospitals thet are cut &nd bruised but very few have yet died,

Flle, remember Rendell Shentemsntel who used to live on Brosdway &
38 geross (ezst) from the Bullsshers - his Mother was killed by & storm
severul years ago, he lost one leg then and uced a cork one, he wes picxed
up by Texcs City znd efter he revived @ little he tried to get the Dr. to let
him o hunt for his cork leg &8 he celd thet wes what seved hin nd as {t hed
seved his life he wanted it to carry him e litile further in 1lirfe, but the
so0or boy is now in the hospitsl very sick rrom his experieace. +» fellow
hears =o meny mervelous escapes thet he gets used to them &nd his hair does

not stead on edge eny more, but just stays flat down in its own places,

Mrs, Pettit and Mrs, Overlend seem to tax<e things for the best and
hold up wonderful., I was over &t Xrs. P's a few minutes yesterdey. 3elle wus
there =nd my, thet frzil little creature, how skhe can hold wp like she does azd
heving p:ussed through what she has the past yecr is marvelous. 3Byrd's piano '
flosted eround their psrlor end turned upside down. I feel corry Jor that femily
but my, pity, one cannot stop to think who to pity, as there are 30 many. A Tetall
ice dériver who buys of Pepa came by hers the other evening end Pspa znd 1 were
on the side welk, end Papa seid - FPopular, why don't you go houej he said
®Y have no home, no family, no nothing but myself aad I ugk God every minute
{1 the dey %o take me, too,¥ His brother, mother, father ead children ell gone
hut him., There ars quite o number of peopls who haove lost minds the past week,
just broke down from the sirsin.

Uncle's old buildings stood better than snything I have eeen, dut ke
had sbout four feet of water in there.

People down here will steal anything in the world snd a good many heve
been shot in the ze¢t and some score Or more have been shot looting bocdies. The
French people acrosa the street took their cow end celf in the house and couldn®t

get her to go down umtil two daye after the storm.

Wellezce nearly killed this part of the fomily the other night - wanted
to know where those trousers were that he bad suffered in. 7You hear of saze
funny things the last day or =0, but my twes like a cemetery here for ¢ few daysS.
Man meet men end embrace snd thank God Lf ell were gsafe end those thet hed lost

some deer soul would look wild end as if their very soul wee meched forever.

ton needr rubbish plciers «nc

Bosque mcy need cotton pickers dut Gelves
new now but cuu repeir =12

needs 5,000, The city won't let you build enything
thet {s needed and fix your roof snyway you weat %o, slate and tin heve no frie:

in this city now.
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It certainly looks odd to lock out of & window and see & house all
upside down and anothsr in another direction hes one side out or no roof onm,
I'm told that the rein came pasrsllel and you could not see ten feet shesd of
you and the wind blew so hard that when the rzin hit you it parforated your
clothes like snow.

Cousin Lulu had 8 marvelous adventure, but I cannot write it now but
will do @0 irn my next letter as T know what I do write mey help you gether
enough to know that those who were and heve any resscon left at ell are & wonder

ih this world.

Mama keeps up very well but every now and then zame one comes in and
tells her of some boedy's suffering and she hes & cry then zets over it.

I heve had very little sense since I have been here, in fact I was
es much daged &s the rest and the work those men have had to do was snough to
run them ¢rary. 4 is cleimed 1/4 of the wreckage on the beach hes been cleened
end of course there are lots of pecple, bodies, still burisd beneath them
hut salt water seems to have Dickled them and they do not mortify very fast.

I will heve to tsll you this ws it has been in my mind ever zince.
I was on & pile of wreoksage behind the Tucker place on my wey over to Mrs, Beal's
to get a bucket of weter. I csught hold of a limb eof an old oak tree to help me
climb over snd as I 4id I glenced up into the limb, and my God, what e horror it
wes to re, I sew a little child about two ysars old ceught up there, it had
hair like deer 1ittle Fley'e, 2nd Lf =y mind ever had az zany things to run
throush it as it did then I have never known it or do I ever want it agsin.
I wanted to gee the Little thing buried but it had to be put on the fire with
some, two other victims end four horses, I never will get over that sight, it
made this eld heart of mind throb es it never did before and I had to go off by
myself for ewhile, but such is this life of ocurs, one never knowe how fortunste
he is to have nll of hig dear onss in this world until he sees the suffering the
others have zone through with, but ons thing it brings humen nature nearer to
esch other nnd proves that there are more <ood peorple then bed in this world.

The Spence house roof is leying on 29 & M, 'twes tin and looks es
though men rolled it up and carried it there,

¥orth Pettit is now working for Papa. I don't mow what he does,
€slluce works on his books for him a&nd Pepe seys himself he coes sll rigat zad
you ¥mow he must or Papa never would ssy thet much volunterily and should you
as< him you knmow what he would sey. #allece certeinly has lote of nerve. He
wvorked ell evening on e raft, helsing people along the bayou gfet azway end then
awem into the stable to get his pony out and teke her on the west side oy tre
beth room window. He tried to get Joe out too but he fought end he could co
nothing for him and he 20t ¥illed when the stable fell.

I see by the peper that the money received here sent by meny couatries
hus resched $2,000,000 but

¥ritten by Daddy
Copled Tume 26, 1941 (Tohn Williem iasell)
Aunt Elle and Floy say the rest of the
letter bas been missing for years.
I have the original, whieh Aunt Elle
gave to me recently.
Dorothy






