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INTRODUCTION TO ADVENT DEVOTIONAL

Advent is a season of holy anticipation. For four weeks, we
pause to remember that God stepped into our world—not in
power or spectacle, but in humility, vulnerability, and love.
Advent means “arrival” or “coming,” and it invites us to look
back with gratitude at Christ’s first coming in Bethlehem and
look forward with hope to His promised return.

The world around us rushes toward Christmas with busyness
and noise. But Advent invites us to slow down, to quiet our
hearts, and to reflect on the deeper meaning of the season. It
is ajourney from darkness to light, from longing to fulfillment,
from sorrow to hope.

HOPE FOR THE HOLIDAYS—reminds us that hope is not
wishful thinking or seasonal positivity. Hope is the person of
Jesus Christ stepping into every part of our lives:

e ourhurts

e our hollowness

e ourhopelessness

e our hereafter

Each week of Advent focuses on a dimension of hope we
desperately need. Each day offers Scripture, reflection, and
prayer designed perfectly for daily meditation.

As you walk through these 26 days, may you experience the
nearness of Christ, the comfort of His presence, and the
unshakable hope that only He can bring.

With seasons greetings and blessings
In Christ to serve
Pastor Sean & Tami Rajapakse



HOW TO USE THIS DEVOTIONAL

Advent is a journey—a daily movement toward the hope found
in Jesus Christ. This devotional is designed to guide you gently
through that journey from November 30 to December 25,
helping you experience the presence, peace, and power of
God throughout the season.

Here are some simple ways to make the most of it:

1.

Set Aside a Daily Moment

Choose a consistent time each day—morning, midday,
or evening—when you can pause, breathe, and focus
your heart on Christ. Even 10-15 unrushed minutes can
become a holy rhythm that shapes your season.

Begin with Stillness

Before reading, take a brief moment to quiet your mind.
Whisper a simple prayer such as: “Lord, speak to me.
My heart is open.” This helps you shift from activity to
attentiveness.

Read the Day’s Devotional Slowly
Each day includes:

¢ The Daily Focus

e AScripture (NKJV)

e An Expanded Reflection

e AClosing Prayer
Read prayerfully. Pause when a word or phrase stands
out. Let the Holy Spirit highlight what you need for that
day.

Reflect and Apply
After reading, spend a moment asking:



o Whatis God saying to me today?
o What do I need to surrender, receive, or
remember?
You may want to write a sentence or two in a journal, or
simply hold the truth in your heart as you go through
your day.

. Pray with Intention

Use the closing prayer as a starting point. Feel free to
expand it, personalize it, or continue praying as the
Lord leads. Advent is a season of drawing near to
God—1let prayer be your pathway.

. Practice One Simple Act Each Day

Carry one truth from the devotion into your day.
For example:
o Offerforgiveness.
¢ Extend encouragement.
e« Pause for gratitude.
e Choose peace.
e Invite Jesus into a hurt or fear.
Small acts of faith open large spaces for God to move.

. Journey with Expectation

Advent is a time of waiting, watching, and welcoming
Christ afresh. Approach each day expecting God to
speak, guide, and renew. Hope has come... and hope is
coming again.

. Use It Individually or as a Family

This devotional works beautifully
o for personal quiet time,
e asacouple’s evening reflection,



10.

e oras afamily Advent gathering.
Families may choose to light a candle each Sunday of
Advent and read the week’s theme aloud together.

Don’t Rush—Don’t Stress

If you miss a day, don’t feel guilty and don’t give up.
Simply pick up where you left off. Advent is not about
perfection—it is about presence.

Let This Season Shape Your Heart

The ultimate purpose of this devotional is not
information but transformation. As you journey through
these pages, may Christ meet you in your hurts,
hollowness, hopelesshess, and hopes for the hereafter.

May He fill your December—and your life—with
unshakeable hope.
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WEEK 1 — HOPE IN OUR HURTS
(November 30 — December 6)




DAY 1 — November 30: Hope in the Midst of Pain

Scripture: He heals the brokenhearted And binds up their
wounds”— Psalm 147:3 (NKJV)

Advent begins not with decorations or celebration, but with
honesty. Many enter this season carrying wounds—loss that
still stings, disappointments that linger, and silent struggles
nobody sees.

This verse gives us permission to come to God exactly as we
are. He does not shame the brokenhearted; He heals them.
He does not avoid wounded souls; He binds them. God’s
response to hurt is always compassion.

When Jesus came into the world, He came not to a palace but
to a manger—into poverty, vulnerability, and fragility. He is
acquainted with grief and familiar with sorrow. The Savior of
the world knows what it means to hurt.

Hope in pain doesn’t mean pretending everything is fine. Hope
means believing that God is present in the very places that
ache. Advent teaches us that God enters broken places to
restore them from the inside out.

Bring your wounds to Him today. He is gentle with hurting
hearts and faithful to heal what you place in His hands.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, | bring You every hurt—spoken and
unspoken. Bind my wounds and heal my heart. Fill painful
places with Your peace and hope. Amen.



DAY 2 — December 1: Hope When We Are Weary

Scripture: “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest.”— Matthew 11:28 (NKJV)

The holiday season often multiplies expectations, noise, and
hurry. Many arrive at Advent already depleted—emotionally,
mentally, and spiritually exhausted. Jesus offers a simple, life-
giving invitation: “Come to Me.”

True restis not found in a break from responsibilities; it is
found in the presence of Christ. He does not ask you to be
strong. He does not ask you to be perfect. He simply asks you
to come.

Weariness is a sign that you’ve been carrying burdens too
heavy for you. Jesus offers a rest that goes deeper than
sleep—a rest for the soul. This Advent, allow Him to restore
what exhaustion has taken from you.

Let today be an exhale. A holy pause. A moment where you
breathe deeply and remember that you were never meant to
carry life alone. Jesus stands ready to lift your burdens and
renew your strength.

Prayer: Jesus, | come to You with my weariness—my burdens,
stress, and heaviness. Give me Your rest. Restore my soul and
renew my hope today. Amen.



DAY 3 — December 2: Hope Through Grief

Scripture: “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be
comforted.” — Matthew 5:4 (NKJV)

Grief is love in its most honest form. It comes in waves—some
gentle, others overwhelming. Advent can intensify grief as
memories fill the season and empty chairs feel more
noticeable.

But Jesus calls mourners blessed because they receive a gift
He gives to no one else: divine comfort.

This comfort is not forced cheerfulness or shallow
reassurance. Itis the presence of Christ entering our sorrow,
sitting with us in silence, and holding us as we weep. Advent
reminds us that Jesus didn’t come to avoid pain—He came to
carry it.

Your grief is not a sign of weakness but of love. And your tears
are noticed by God. The One who wept at Lazarus’ tomb
understands the ache of loss. He walks with you through every
valley, carrying you when you feel unable to take another step.

Hope does not erase grief, but it steadies us within it. And
God’s promise is clear: one day, comfort will not just visit us—
it will complete us.

Prayer: God of all comfort, hold me in my grief. Surround me
with Your presence. Let Your hope enter the places where
sorrow still lives. Amen.



DAY 4 — December 3: Hope for Emotional Wounds

Scripture: “He restores my soul; He leads me in the paths of
righteousness For His name’s sake.” — Psalm 23:3 (NKJV)

Some hurts do not bleed on the outside—they settle quietly in
the soul. Words spoken long ago, rejection we never deserved,
disappointments that lodged deep within us—these
emotional wounds shape how we see ourselves and how we
move through life. Advent reminds us that Jesus came not only
to save our souls but to restore them.

David didn’t say, “l restore myself.” He said, “He restores my
soul.” Restoration is God’s work—His gentle, patient,
deliberate work. He knows the fractures no one else sees. He
understands the memories that still sting, the fears born from
past wounds, the insecurities that whisper lies.

Jesus comes close to the places we try to hide. He doesn’t
force healing; He invites it. Like a good Shepherd, He leads us
to stillness, safety, and wholeness. Emotional wounds don’t
heal by ignoring them—they heal when we place them into the
hands of the One who can restore every broken and bruised
place within us.

As Advent leads us toward the manger, remember this: the
Savior who came wrapped in humility also came wrapped in
healing. Let Him tend to your soul today.

Prayer: Lord, restore the parts of me that | have pushed down
orignored. Heal emotional wounds and breathe new life into
my soul. Amen.



DAY 5 — December 4: Hope When We Feel Alone

Scripture: “For He Himself has said, ‘I will never leave you nor
forsake you.””— Hebrews 13:5 (NKJV)

Loneliness can be one of the heaviest emotions—especially
during the holidays. Even in a crowded room, the heart can
feelisolated. Advent speaks directly into that ache with the
promise of Emmanuel—God with us.

Aloneness is a feeling, but abandonment s a lie. God’s Word
makes a declaration over your life: “l will never leave you.”
Never means never—not in your darkest night, not in your
silent tears, not in your uncertainties or fears. You are not
walking through this season by yourself.

Jesus understands loneliness. He was misunderstood,
rejected, and abandoned by His closest friends. Yet He draws
near to those who feel alone because He knows that ache
intimately.

Advent teaches us that God doesn’t simply watch us from
afar—He steps into our world and walks beside us. He is
present in your ordinary moments, your quiet evenings, your
unspoken longings. And His presence is a companionship no
human relationship can replace.

Today, pause and breathe in this truth: you are not alone—
God is with you, God is for you, and God surrounds you.

Prayer: Lord, when loneliness whispers, remind me of Your
constant presence. Let me feel Your nearness today. Amen.



DAY 6 — December 5: Hope Amid Family Pain

Scripture: “If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live
peaceably with all men.”— Romans 12:18 (NKJV)

Family can be a place of joy—and a place of deep hurt. The
holiday season often brings unresolved tensions, old patterns,
and emotional triggers to the surface. Advent does not ask us
to ignore these realities but to approach them with grace.

Paul’s words are freeing: “As much as depends on you.” You
are responsible for your part, not everyone else’s reactions.
Peace doesn’t mean pretending, minimizing, or forcing unity.
Peace means showing up with Christ’s heart, even when
others do not.

Jesus was born into a family with misunderstandings,
tensions, and imperfection. He knows family pain. He also
knows how to bring peace without compromising truth.

Advent invites you to lay down the pressure to fix everything
and instead carry the posture of Christ—gentle, gracious,
patient, and loving. You cannot control others, but you can
choose peace. You can choose forgiveness. You can choose to
reflect the hope you carry.

As Christmas approaches, may Christ give you wisdom,
boundaries, courage, and compassion for your relationships.

Prayer: Prince of Peace, grant me Your heart for my family.
Help me bring peace where | can and trust You with the rest.
Amen.
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WEEK 2 — HOPE IN OUR 0*;

HOLLOWNLSS

(December 7 — 13)




DAY 7 — December 6: Hope Beyond Disappointment

Scripture: “Now hope does not disappoint, because the love
of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit
who was given to us.”— Romans 5:5 (NKJV)

Disappointment drains joy and humbs expectation. It teaches
us to lower our hopes, guard our hearts, and expect less so we
won’t be hurt again. But Advent calls us to lift our eyes and
hope boldly again—not in outcomes, butin God.

Hope rooted in circumstances can disappoint. But hope
rooted in Christ—never does. He is steady when life is
unpredictable. He is faithful when people are not. He is good
even when plans fall apart.

Disappointment is not evidence of God’s absence; often, it
becomes the soil where deeper hope grows. God redeems
even the moments that didn’t unfold the way we prayed or

dreamed.

Let today be a turning point. Let Christ breathe fresh hope into
places disappointment has emptied. Advent begins with
longing—but it blossoms into fulfillment. God has not
forgotten you. He is still writing your story.

Prayer: Lord, revive hope where disappointment has drained
me. Help me trust Your goodness again. Amen.



DAY 8 — December 7: Hope in Spiritual Dryness

Scripture: “My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.
When shalll come and appear before God?” — Psalm 42:2
(NKJV)

Spiritual dryness feels like wandering through a desert while
longing for rain. The words of your prayers feel flat, worship
feels distant, and God seems silent. But Advent reminds us
that the people of God have known spiritual thirst long before
us. Israel waited centuries in silence, longing for the Messiah.
Their cry was the same cry of the psalmist: “My soul thirsts
for God.”

Dryness, in Advent language, is not a dead place but a waiting
place. Not a sign of spiritual failure, but a sign of spiritual
hunger. Not evidence of God's distance, but a sign that the
soulis reaching for Him.

Just as the wilderness prepared the way for the coming of
Jesus, spiritual dryness often prepares the heart for deeper
encounter.

Advent teaches us that longing is holy. Desire is sacred. Thirst
leads us toward the Living Water who comes as a newborn
King. If you feel spiritually dry today, you are not behind—

you are right where Advent meets you: in the longing, in the
waiting, in the thirst that only Christ can satisfy.

Prayer: Lord, meet me in my dryness. Quench my thirst with
Your presence. Renew my hunger for You as | wait for You in
this Advent season. Amen.



DAY 9 — December 8: Hope in Emptiness

Scripture: “He has filled the hungry with good things, And the
rich He has sent away empty.” — Luke 1:53 (NKJV)

Emptiness can feel uncomfortable—like something is missing
or lacking. But Advent reframes emptiness not as a setback,
but as a sacred space ready for God. Before the birth of Jesus,
the world was spiritually empty, desperate, longing. Into that
emptiness, God placed the fullness of salvation.

Mary was young, unknown, and seemingly insignificant. She
had no status, no wealth, no influence. Yet her emptiness—
her simplicity, humility, and surrender—became the very
womb God filled with His greatest miracle.

This is the Advent way:
e Godfills what is empty.
e God enters whatis humble.
e God works through what is surrendered.

We often try to fill emptiness ourselves—with noise, with
work, with busyness, with people, with distractions. But
Advent invites us to bring our emptiness to God, trusting that
He fills what we offer and transforms what we surrender.

Your emptiness is not your enemy—it is your manger. Itis the
very place where Christ desires to be born anew.

Prayer: Jesus, fill the empty places in my life with Your
presence this Advent. Let my emptiness become a place
where Your grace and goodness dwell. Amen.



DAY 10 — December 9: Hope When We Feel Numb

Scripture: “Create in me a clean heart... and renew a
steadfast spirit within me.” — Psalm 51:10 (NKJV)

Numbness feels like a quiet shutdown of the heart—motions
without meaning, songs without feeling, prayers without
spark. Advent understands this numbness deeply, because
the world was spiritually weary and emotionally numb before
Christ came.

For 400 years, there had been no prophetic voice, no divine
visitation, no fresh revelation. Hearts grew cold... until
suddenly, quietly, beautifully, the Light of the World broke into
the silence.
Advent tells us that numbness is not the end of the story.

e [tisthe night before the dawn.

e ltisthe stillness before the angelic announcement.

e Itisthe hush before God moves.

David prayed for renewal because he knew that only God can
warm what feels cold, awaken what feels dead, and stir what
feels stuck. Advent is the season where God breathes on
numb hearts and says, “Come alive again.”

If your heart feels tired or shut down, take hope: Christ
specializes in awakening weary souls.

Prayer: Holy Spirit, revive my heart this Advent. Melt
numbness and awaken fresh love, joy, and passion for You.
Amen.



DAY 11 — December 10: Hope When Life Feels
Meaningless

Scripture: “Forin Him we live and move and have our being,
as also some of your own poets have said, ‘For we are also His
offspring.” — Acts 17:28 (NKJV)

Hollowness often grows in the repetition of life—wake up,
work, repeat. But Advent disrupts the ordinary with the
extraordinary. Into an overlooked stable in a small, quiet town,
God placed eternal meaning. The most profound act in history
happened in the most unlikely place.

When life feels meaningless, Advent whispers:
e “Godis working in the ordinary.”
e  “Your life is part of a holy story.”
e “Meaningis foundin Him, notin your schedule.”

The shepherds were doing their normal jobs when angels
appeared. Mary was living a simple life when God chose her.

Joseph was planning an ordinary future until God redirected it.
Advent reminds us that purpose is not found in what we
produce, but in who we belong to. God takes simple days,
simple people, simple moments—and fills them with eternal
value.

You may feel hollow, but God is at work in your ordinary. Your
“stable moments” may be holding divine purpose.

Prayer: Lord, restore meaning and purpose in my life this
Advent. Help me rediscover that my identity and calling are
found in You alone. Amen.



DAY 12 — December 11: Hope in the Silence

Scripture: “Be still, and know that | am God; | will be exalted
among the nations, | will be exalted in the earth!” — Psalm
46:10 (NKJV)

Silence can feel unnerving—especially when we long for God
to speak. Yet Advent teaches us that silence is often the
sacred soil where God prepares His greatest works. . But
Advent teaches us that silence is not God’s absence—often, it
is His invitation.

In the 400 silent years before Christ’s birth, God was not
inactive—He was preparing the perfect moment for salvation
to arrive. Silence can be the holy pause before breakthrough.
Itis in stillness that our hearts hear the gentle whisper of God.

Before the cry of a newborn Messiah broke the night, there
were centuries of divine quiet. No angels. No prophets. No
visions. Just silence... until suddenly, heaven split open over
Bethlehem. Silence is not absence but preparation. Silence is
God working behind the scenes.

Just as the world waited in stillness for Christ’s first coming,
our hearts sometimes enter seasons of quiet before God
reveals a new work in us. Instead of resisting silence, Advent
invites us to lean into it—to listen, to wait, to trust. Stillness is
where we rediscover who God is. Silence is where hope grows
roots.

Prayer: God, meet me in the silence this Advent. Quiet my
spirit so | can hear Your voice, sense Your presence, and trust
Your timing. Amen.



DAY 13— December 12 : Hope When Our Cup Feels Empty

Scripture: “You prepare a table before me in the presence of
my enemies; You anoint my head with oil; My cup runs over.”
— Psalm 23:5 (NKJV)

When your cup feels empty—emotionally, spiritually, or
physically, it is easy to wonder if overflow is even possible.
When your emotional or spiritual cup feels empty, it's easy to
believe that’s the end of the story. But God declares that He is
able to fill—not just enough to survive, but enough to overflow.
Advent assures us that God fills empty vessels with
overflowing grace.

The world was empty when Jesus came—empty of hope,
empty of light, empty of peace. Into that emptiness, God
poured Himself. Overflow began in a manger.

God’s overflow is not about possessions or success.
e [tis about peace that guards the heart.
e Hope that steadies the soul.
e Joythatrises even in hardship.
e Presence that satisfies more deeply than anything else.

If your cup feels drained today, you are exactly where Advent
begins—in need of divine filling. The Shepherd restores what
life has drained and pours until overflow becomes your
testimony.

Prayer: Lord, fill my cup this Advent until it overflows with Your
presence, Your joy, and Your hope. Amen.
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WEEK 3 — HOPE IN OUR ’
HOPELESSNESS
(December 14 — 20)




DAY 14 — December 13 : Hope for a New Beginning

Scripture: “Then He who sat on the throne said, ‘Behold, |
make all things new.” And He said to me, ‘Write, for these
words are true and faithful.” — Revelation 21:5 (NKJV)

Hollow seasons often signal endings—dreams fading, plans
unraveling, direction unclear, hearts growing tired. But Advent
reminds us that every ending can become a beginningin
God’s hands. Because God is the God of new beginnings. He
makes beauty from ashes, strength from weakness, and
renewal from emptiness.

The birth of Jesus marked a new beginning for the world—Ilight
breaking into darkness, hope rising in despair, eternity
touching earth through a child. God took a world stuck in
silence and sin and declared, “I am making all things new.”

Advent is the season of fresh starts— a new King, a new
covenant,

a new hope, a new way of life. Your story is not stuck, your
season is not wasted and your future is not finished.

The God who began a new era in Bethlehem is fully able to
birth newness in you today. Your story is not over. God is still
writing. And He specializes in new beginnings.

Prayer: God of renewal, start something new in my life this
Advent. Restore what has faded, revive what has weakened,
and refresh what has grown tired. Amen.



DAY 15 — December 14: Hope When We Are Overwhelmed

Scripture: “From the end of the earth | will cry to You,
When my heart is overwhelmed; Lead me to the rock that is
higher than I.”— Psalm 61:2 (NKJV)

Overwhelm often comes when life feels too heavy, too loud, or
too fast. Advent meets us right in that overwhelm. In the
Christmas story, the world was overwhelmed too—politically,
socially, spiritually. Yet in the midst of that chaos, God entered
quietly, gently, humbly.

Like the shepherds on a hillside overwhelmed by life’s
pressures, we need a place to stand—somewhere higher,
stronger, steadier than our emotions or circumstances. The
psalmist doesn’t ask for more strength; he asks for a Rock—a
place above the storm.

Advent reminds us that Jesus is that Rock. The stable in
Bethlehem was lowly, but the Savior born there is mighty. The
world was overwhelmed, but heaven broke through with hope.

Sometimes overwhelm is not failure—it’s an invitation.
e Aninvitation to be lifted.
e Aninvitation to depend.
e Aninvitation to find higher ground in Christ.

If your heart feels overwhelmed today, Advent whispers: “The
Rock has come. Let Him lift you.”

Prayer:
Lord, when | feel overwhelmed, lift me to the Rock that is
higher than I. Steady my heart in this Advent season. Amen.



DAY 16 — December 15: Hope in the Darkness

Scripture: “And the light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not comprehend it.”— John 1:5 (NKJV)

Darkness can be discouraging, disorienting, and even
frightening. But Advent begins in darkness. Before the star
shone over Bethlehem, the world sat under the weight of
spiritual night. In that deep darkness, Christ came—not as a
blazing torch, but as a tiny, fragile Light in a manger. Scripture
reminds us that darkness is powerless against Christ’s light.
The moment He enters, everything shifts.

Even the smallest light transforms darkness.
e Asingle candle weakens the night.
e Asimple star guides wise men.
e Ababy brings salvation.

Advent teaches us that darkness is not the end of the story.
Hope shines into darkness; it doesn’t wait for the darkness to
Lift.

And no darkness—external or internal—can overpower the
Light of Christ.

Whatever darkness you may be facing—fear, confusion,
discouragement, or grief—Jesus steps into it with a light that
cannot be extinguished.

Prayer: Jesus, shine Your light into my darkest places this
Advent. Bring hope where | feel hopeless and peace where |
feel afraid. Amen.



DAY 17 — December 16: Hope When Faith Feels Weak

Scripture: “Iimmediately the father of the child cried out and
said with tears, ‘Lord, | believe; help my unbelief!” — Mark
9:24 (NKJV)

Weak faith is not failed faith. It is simply faith that needs
strengthening. Advent speaks tenderly to those whose faith
feels fragile. Mary asked, “How can this be?” Joseph wrestled
with confusion. The shepherds trembled with fear. Zechariah
doubted. Yet God met every one of them. Even the man in this
story brought Jesus a mixture of belief and doubt—and Jesus
still moved with power.

Advent honors small faith. The smallest “yes” from Mary
welcomed a Savior. The simple obedience of Joseph protected
God’s plan. The hesitant faith of shepherds brought them to
the manger.

God meets you where you are—not in your ideal spiritual
state, but in your honest one. Faith in Advent is not about
perfection; it’s about movement and direction. Even trembling
steps toward Jesus matter.

If your faith feels weak today, remember:
Christ came for the weak.
He strengthens what we offer, even if it is shaky.

Prayer: Lord, strengthen the fragile parts of my faith this
Advent. Receive my honest heart and help my unbelief. Amen.



DAY 18 — December 17: Hope in Impossible Situations

Scripture: “But Jesus looked at them and said to them,
‘With men this is impossible, but with God all things are
possible.”” — Matthew 19:26 (NKJV)

Hopelessness grows when we see no solution, no change, no
way forward. But Advent is the story of the impossible
becoming reality, because impossibility is God’s specialty. A
virgin giving birth. Angels appearing to shepherds. God taking
on flesh. Eternity entering time.

Every detail of the Christmas story shouts: “Nothing is too
hard for God.” Mary asked, “How will this be?” The angel
answered, “Nothing will be impossible with God.”

What feels impossible to you today—breakthrough, healing,
forgiveness, provision, reconciliation—is not impossible for
the God of Advent. The manger proves it. The incarnation
proves it. So, place itin God’s hands. He can make a way
where you see none.

Christ came to do the impossible within us, around us, and for
us.

Prayer:
God of the impossible, work in the places where | see no
solution. Let the hope of Advent stir faith in Your power. Amen.



DAY 19 — December 18: Hope in the Waiting

Scripture: “But those who wait on the Lord Shall renew their
strength; They shall mount up with wings like eagles, They
shall run and not be weary, They shall walk and not faint.” —
Isaiah 40:31 (NKJV)

Wiaiting is one of the hardest places to hold hope. Yet Advent
is built on waiting. Israel waited generations for the Messiah.
Mary waited for the promise to grow within her. But waiting is
never wasted with God. Simeon and Anna waited their entire
lives just to see Jesus.

Waiting is not a punishment, it is preparation.
e Inwaiting, God shapes character.
e Inwaiting, God grows faith.
e Inwaiting, God aligns your heart with His timing.

Advent waiting is not passive. It is expectant. Itis leaning
forward.

Itis watching for signs of God’s movement. It is trusting that
God’s timing is always perfect.

Whatever you are waiting for, you are in good company. Advent
assures you that God is working even when you cannot see it.

Prayer:
Lord, renew my strength as | wait for Your promises. Teach me
to trust Your timing in this Advent season. Amen.



DAY 20 — December 19: Hope in Fear

Scripture: “Fear not, for | am with you,; Be not dismayed, for |
am your God. | will strengthen you, Yes, | will help you,

I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.” — Isaiah 41:10
(NKJV)

Fear thrives on lies—lies that tell us we are alone,
unprotected, or unsupported. God confronts fear with truth: I
am with you.” But Advent begins with the words “Do not be
afraid.” The angel said it to Mary, to Joseph, to the shepherds,
to Zechariah. God speaks it to you today.

Fear crumbles when we remember who stands with us. Jesus
came into a fearful world not with a sword, but with peace. His
presence remains stronger than every fear we face.

Advent teaches us that we don’t fight fear with willpower—we
fight fear with presence. God’s presence.

Emmanuel means God with us. Not justin the light, but in the

dark. Not justin the calm, butin the storm. Advent reminds us
that Jesus came into a fearful world with peace. His presence

is stronger than every fear we face.

Prayer: God, replace my fear with Your peace and courage.
Let the presence of Emmanuel steady my heart. Amen.
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WEEK 4 — HOPE IN OUR ‘
HEREAFTER
(December 21 — 25)
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DAY 21 — December 20: Hope When All Seems Lost

Scripture: Ah, Lord God! Behold, You have made the heavens
and the earth by Your great power and outstretched arm.
There is nothing too hard for You.” — Jeremiah 32:17 (NKJV)

Hopelessness whispers that nothing can change. God
declares that nothing is too hard for Him. Even when
situations seem beyond repair, God is able to restore and
redeem. But Advent contradicts hopelessnhess with every
detail of its story.

e Abarren woman (Elizabeth) conceived.
e Avirgin (Mary) carried the Messiah.
e Acarpenterraised aKing.
A manger held the Savior.
e Adarknight was pierced by a star.

When all seemed lost for Israel, God moved in a way no one
expected. Advent is God’s declaration that nothing is beyond
His power, His reach, or His redemption.

What feels lost to you—joy, passion, peace, faith,
relationships, purpose—can be restored by the God who
makes the impossible possible.

Advent is living proof that God brings hope in the most unlikely
ways and places.

Prayer: Lord, restore what seems lost and breathe hope into
impossible places this Advent. Amen.



DAY 22 — December 21: Hope of Heaven

Scripture: “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we
also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.” —
Philippians 3:20 (NKJV)

This world is not our final home. Heaven is our true
destination—a place of perfect joy, wholeness, and unbroken
fellowship with God. Advent lifts our eyes beyond temporary
struggles to eternal hope. Heaven gives meaning to our
journey and strength to keep going. As Advent enters its final
days, our eyes lift beyond Bethlehem’s manger to the glory
that awaits us. The baby wrapped in cloths is the King who
prepares a place for us—a home where we will dwell with Him
forever. Advent reminds us that we are pilgrims passing
through, carrying heaven in our hearts while walking on earth.

Like the wise men following the star, we too are travelers
moving toward a promised destination. Heavenis not a
dream; itis our true homeland, our eternal citizenship,
secured by Christ Himself. In a world filled with instability,
stress, and sorrow, Advent redirects our gaze to a kingdom
that cannot be shaken.

When life feels heavy, heaven reminds us, the story is not over.
When earth feels uncertain, heaven anchors us. When days
feel long, heaven gives perspective. Advent brings heaven
close — reminding us that every step here is leading toward
everlasting joy.

Prayer: Lord, help me live with heaven in my heart and hope in
my steps during this Advent season. Amen.



DAY 23 — December 22: Hope in God'’s Eternal Promise

Scripture: “And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes;
there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There
shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed
away.” — Revelation 21:4 (NKJV)

Advent speaks to our deepest aches by pointing to the day
when all sorrow will be swallowed by God’s glory. Pain,
disease, fear, and death will be no more. This promise anchors
us through seasons of sorrow.

The Christ child we celebrate is the Savior who will personally
wipe every tear from every eye.

e Notone tearwill be missed.

e Notone painignored.

e Not one grief forgotten.

Advent is the season where heaven touches earth, but
Revelation promises the day when earth will be made new.
When Jesus came the first time, He brought comfort to the
brokenhearted. When He comes again, He will remove
brokenness forever.

This promise gives strength in suffering, courage in trial, and
peace in grief. It reminds us that the God who came nearin a
manger will come again in majesty. Advent looks back with
gratitude but also forward with hope—because the One who
promised is faithful.

Prayer: God, help me cling to Your eternal promises. Let the
hope of Advent steady my heart through every sorrow. Amen.



DAY 24 — December 23: Hope in Christ’s Return

Scripture: “And behold, | am coming quickly, and My reward is
with Me, to give to every one according to his work.” —
Revelation 22:12 (NKJV)

Advent is not only about the first coming of Jesus—it is about
preparing our hearts for His second coming. The same Savior
who arrived in humility will return in glory. No longerin a
manger, but on the clouds. No longer surrounded by animals,
but by angels. No longer wrapped in swaddling cloths, but
clothed in majesty.

His return brings justice to all wrongs, peace to all conflicts,
and restoration to all broken things. This hope fuels
perseverance and shapes our choices. Advent trains our
hearts to watch, wait, and live with expectancy.

Just as Israel waited for the Messiah’s first coming, we now
wait for His return. And just as the first coming came
suddenly, surprisingly, beautifully—so will the second. Advent
stirs a longing in us:

“Come, Lord Jesus.”

This hope fuels perseverance and shapes how we live today—
with expectation, purity, and purpose. May your heart today
echo the cry of the early church: “O Come, O Come
Emmanuel.”

Prayer: Jesus, keep my heart ready and longing for Your return.
Let Advent awaken my anticipation for Your coming glory.
Amen.



DAY 25 — December 24: Hope Has Come

Scripture: “For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given;
And the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name
will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace.”— Isaiah 9:6 (NKJV)

Christmas Eve carries a quiet wonder and a holy hush—the
quiet wonder of heaven touching earth. On this night, we
remember that hope did not stay distant; Hope became flesh
and dwelled among us. The long-awaited Messiah arrived not
with trumpets, but with tears and tiny fingers. Not in a temple,
but in a stable. Not to be served, but to save.

The world pauses to remember that hope came wrapped in
humanity—God with us. Jesus is the Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace. Every
longing of the human heart finds its answer in Him. Every
prophecy finds its fulfillment in Him. Every fear bows before
Him. Every hope rises in Him.

Advent has brought us to this moment—where waiting meets
wonder, where promise meets fulfillment, where earth feels
the heartbeat of heaven in a manger. Tonight, the world holds
its breath as Light enters darkness and Love enters history.

Christ has come. Hope is here. Every longing finds its answer
in Him. Every fear bows to Him. Every hope rises in Him. And
nothing will ever be the same.

Prayer: Emmanuel, thank You for coming near. Fill my life with
Your hope tonight as | celebrate the wonder of Your birth.
Amen.



DAY 26 — December 25 (Christmas Day): Hope Alive
Forever

Scripture: “Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!” — 2
Corinthians 9:15 (NKJV)

Christmas morning breaks with joy because hope is no longer
a promise—it is a person. Jesus, the indescribable gift, came
to dwell with us, die for us, rise again, and reign forever. The
baby in the manger is the King on the throne.

Christmas is not the end of Advent—it is the beginning of a
transformed life. The beginning of redemption. The beginning
of restoration. The beginning of hope everlasting.

The gift of Christ cannot be measured, contained, or
exhausted. He continues giving:

e Strength for today.

e Peace fortomorrow.

e Joyintrials.

e Grace for failures.

e Hope that outlives death.

As you celebrate this day, remember: The Savior who came
once is alive and with you now. And the hope He brings will
carry you every day of your life.

Prayer:

Jesus, thank You for being my Savior, my peace, and my
everlasting hope. On this Christmas Day, | receive again the
wonder of Your indescribable gift. Amen.



