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Essay

In the effervescent panorama of contemporary art, where stylistic boundaries blur and new
proposals emerge with dizzying speed, the work of Stefano Puleo stands as a beacon of
coherence and chromatic passion. This Italian artist, born in Sicily in 1950, has dedicated over
half a century to exploring the expressive possibilities of color, consolidating himself as a key
figure of Fauvism in the 21st century.

Representing him in my gallery, HECTOR DIAZ, is a privilege that allows me to share with the
world the profound beauty and serene vitality that emanate from his canvases. Through three
enriching interviews that | have had the pleasure of conducting with Stefano, | have been able to
delve into his artistic vision and the philosophy underlying his unmistakable style. This essay
seeks, based on these encounters and the enormous admiration for his work, to offer a
comprehensive view of Stefano Puleo's trajectory and the significance of his work.

Stefano's childhood in a coastal Sicilian town, surrounded by the energy of the sea and the
intense Mediterranean light, indelibly marked his artistic sensibility. In his own words, he recalls
with nostalgia that primal connection with nature, an inexhaustible source of "energy and joy."
This vital experience is translated into his work through a vibrant and luminous palette, which
evokes the warmth and intensity of the Sicilian landscape.

His training at the Catania School of Art laid the technical foundations of his craft, but it was his
innate need for expression, fueled by passion and dedication, that drove him to become the artist
he is today. The decision to dedicate himself entirely to painting, relegating any other hobby,
underscores his absolute commitment to his art. Even his experience as a teacher at the same
Artistic Lyceum that trained him reveals a connection with the transmission of knowledge and the
cultivation of artistic talent.

The question of his influences reveals a constant dialogue with the great masters of the early 20th
century: Cézanne, Picasso, Matisse, and, fundamentally, the Fauvists. This affiliation does not
imply mere imitation, but an immense understanding of the principles that guided these pioneers:
the liberation of color, the simplification of form, and the primacy of subjective expression.
Stefano Puleo is part of this tradition, but he revitalizes it with his own sensibility and his particular
vision of the world.

Stefano delves into his conception of Fauvism, defining it as a movement based on the use of
pure color, the simplification of form, and the expression of subjective emotion. His assertion that
there are no major differences between the Fauvism of the past and the present highlights the
timelessness of these fundamental principles. Matisse's quote about the "purity of means"
resonates with Puleo's constant search for the essence of painting.
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His style is defined by a "dominant color tendency," a constant search for harmony between
tones that, linked to his imagination, reflects light in a unique way. This chromatic balance is not
just an aesthetic exercise, but a quest for serenity and proportion in the composition, essential
elements for transmitting the calm and vitality that characterize his works.

His claim that style is not chosen, but emerges unconsciously from culture and experience,
underscores the authenticity of his expression. His goal of expressing the "values of beauty" in his
paintings is a constant thread in his work.

His reflections on the creative process reveal an inquisitive mind and a keen sensibility. Any
image, memory, or event can become a stimulus for his work, and often, during the act of
painting, new ideas arise that take him beyond the initial conception. His observation on the loss
of the "construction of color and its density" in the photographs of his works highlights the
importance of direct experience to fully appreciate the richness of his palette.

Composition, for Stefano, is "decisive" for the success of a painting, an element that determines
the balance between design and surface. While he does not consider the subject itself to be the
most important, he acknowledges its potential in the face of a good pictorial realization.

The difficulty of painting lies, for Stefano, in facing the blank canvas and in the search for
compositional balance. Satisfaction is found in the search for color tones on the palette, a source
of energy for his work.

The palette, when the painter fully trusts color, acquires a "remarkable" importance, leaving an
indelible mark on the artist.

Light, for its part, is an "essential" component that highlights details, completes plasticity, and
enhances contrasts.

His perspective on the most complicated works to paint is revealing: the difficulty resides not in
size, but in the "construction times" and the constant challenge of translating his vision. His
agreement with Horace's statement that "a picture is a poem without words" underscores the
ability of art to communicate emotions and meanings beyond verbal language.

His rejection of the idea that seemingly simple works are the most complex, emphasizing that the
difficulties are equal when balance is found, reveals a deep understanding of the challenges
inherent in any artistic creation.

The message that Stefano wishes to transmit through his art is deeply human: to arouse
emotions, be they joy, sadness, astonishment, or reflection. Color becomes his main vehicle of
communication, stimulating the viewer's creativity and offering a different perspective on life.



When contemplating his paintings, one cannot help but feel that "joy" and that "serenity" that he
himself perceives when observing his own painting. This ability to evoke feelings through the pure
force of color is, without a doubt, one of the greatest achievements of his work.

The explanation for why not all works express something lies in the possible absence of basic
elements such as "inner impression," the "artist's personality," and "compositional balance.”

His assertion that it is not necessary for a work to tell a story, but that every work of art is a story,
invites the viewer to a personal interpretation and the creation of their own narratives.

His recognition that a drawing can be as valuable as a painting if it transmits emotions through
sign and composition, expands the boundaries of artistic appreciation.

His goal as an artist, to express his personality through color, is intertwined with his conviction
that the creative experience is an inherent human faculty and that the artist's success lies in the
authenticity of their individual expression.

The reflection on whether an artist makes a work or vice versa finds an eloquent answer in his
perspective: a genuine work of art ends up defining the artist. This symbiosis between creator
and creation underscores the profound personal investment involved in the artistic act.

His strong denial of the need for madness to be an artist, instead emphasizing the importance of
method, balance, and constancy, demystifies the figure of the tormented artist and vindicates
rigor and discipline as essential elements of the creative process.

His advice to aspiring artists—to give free rein to inspiration and creativity, and above all, to be
oneself—is a call to authenticity and perseverance.

The question of what novelty his work brings to art resonates strongly in his words: his work
demonstrates that creativity is fundamental and that individuality is the engine of artistic
innovation. In a world where trends often homogenize expression, the singularity of Stefano's
voice is an invaluable asset. His conception of art as a stimulus for creativity, a source of new
experiences, and an awakening of critical thinking, reveals an understanding of the vital role that
art plays in our lives.

His spiritual beliefs, centered on peace, love, kindness, and friendship, fuel the passion he tries to
transmit in his paintings through color. His vision of classical and contemporary painting as stars
that shine with their own light avoids any value judgment and celebrates the diversity of the
artistic landscape.



Allegory of spring, 2023, Oil on Linen, 120 x 140 cm, “Women” Series © Stefano Puleo
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His motivation to paint—passion, the pleasure of creating, the love of solitude, and the energy to
transcend—reveals a deep connection with his craft.

The distinction he establishes between an "artist" who creates, communicates, and transmits,
and a "painter" who simply paints, underscores the importance of intentionality and emotional
depth in artistic creation.

His aspiration for his works to be eternal moments of beauty and reflection, although he
acknowledges that he still has much work to do, reflects his ongoing commitment to excellence.

His conviction that, in both life and art, nothing is perfect but everything is perfectible,
encapsulates a philosophy of constant growth and learning.

Stefano delves into his conception of vocation, considering it innate but often hidden, needing
care and nurtured by the study of visual education, color, and nature.

His description of his work as an attempt to translate and reproduce the cultural experiences of
great 20th-century European painting reveals his profound respect for tradition.

His vision of the artist in the 21st century, partially overshadowed by the market, laments the loss
of their guiding function in determining taste and the message of beauty.

His belief that people buy art because they find in it something that is not evident in daily life—
serenity, harmony, the strength of color, and the capacity of imagination to travel within the
painting—reveals a deep understanding of the connection between art and the viewer.

While he values the presence of his works in private collections, he recognizes the importance of
museums for greater visibility and the consecration of his trajectory.

His metaphor that people find paintings, and that paintings find homes if they are well-guided by
gallerists, underscores the crucial role of artistic mediation. The elements that give value to art,
according to his perspective, are the ability to transmit emotions, quality, composition, and the
artist's trajectory, with the gallery being a decisive factor in imposing this value on the market.

His trajectory, however, has not been without challenges. Like many artists, Stefano faced
complexities when introducing his work to the art market. His testimony on the importance of
"coherence in production" and establishing relationships with "serious galleries" underscores the
need for professionalism and a long-term vision to overcome these difficulties.
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He defines the work of a gallery not only as selling art but as creating value for the works of the
represented artists and presenting them to the market.

He considers auction houses useful for confirming an artist's value, while important art fairs can
provide prestige and greater visibility. To stand out in a globalized market, he emphasizes the
importance of maintaining a high quality of work and trusting in experienced galleries with
international charisma.

His opinion on the privacy of the artist's personal life is that it should only be private if it does not
directly affect their work.

The most important thing in his life is "To paint and improve!", a motto that summarizes his
unwavering dedication. The suggested title for a book about his life, "The Garden of Dreams:
Nature and Colors in the Paintings of Stefano Puleo," poetically captures the essence of his
inspiration and his artistic language.

Transcendence is a "very important" theme for Stefano, a necessary condition to give impetus
and energy to his work, with constant dissatisfaction as proof of its cruciality.

Reflecting on his legacy, Stefano is humble, but his desire to be remembered simply "as an artist!"
encapsulates the essence of his life and work.

His biography, marked by his beginnings in Sicily, his training in Catania, his artistic debut in
1966, and his international recognition, including the Arts Award for Culture in Milan and his
current presence in London, attests to a solid and constantly evolving trajectory. His
representation in three regions of the world, including Mexico through my gallery, underscores the
universality of his artistic language.

In conclusion, Stefano Puleo's work represents a vibrant and serene exploration of color, rooted
in the tradition of Fauvism but revitalized with a contemporary sensibility. His profound connection
with the light and landscape of his native Sicily, his unwavering dedication to his craft, and his
ability to transmit emotions through the pure chromatic force consolidate him as a fundamental
artist of the 21st century.

Representing him in my gallery, HECTOR DIAZ, is an honor that allows me to share the beauty
and depth of his artistic vision with the world, a legacy in constant construction that will
undoubtedly continue to enrich the panorama of contemporary art.

His work invites contemplation, emotion, and a renewed appreciation for the beauty that resides
in the harmony of forms and the exuberance of color.



The proof, 2020, Qil on Linen, 180 x 200 cm, “Women” Series © Stefano Puleo
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La vibrante
serenidad de
Stefano Puleo:

Un fauvista siciliano
del Siglo XXI

n el efervescente panorama
E del arte  contemporaneo,
donde las fronteras estilisticas
se difuminan vy las nuevas propuestas
emergen con vertiginosa rapidez, la obra
de Stefano Puleo se erige como un
faro de coherencia y pasiéon cromatica
Este artista italiano, nacido en Sicilia en
1950, ha dedicado mds de medio siglo a
explorar las posibilidades expresivas del
color, consolidandose como una figura
clave del fauvismo en el siglo XXI

Representarlo en mi galeria, HECTOR
DIAZ, es un privilegio que me permite
compartir con el mundo la prefunda
belleza y la serena vitalidad que
emanan de sus lienzos. A través de
tres enriquecedoras entrevistas que he
tenido el placer de realizar con Stefano,
he podido adentrarme en su visién
artistica y la filosofia que subyace a su
inconfundible estilo. Este ensayo busca,
a partir de estos encuentros y la enorme
admiracion por su trabajo, ofrecer una
vision comprensiva de la trayectoria y el
significado de la obra de Stefanc Puleo.

Pt
SER EMPRESARIO

La infancia de Stefano en un pueblo
costero de Sidilia, rodeado de la energia
del mar y la intensa luz mediterranea,
marcd indeleblemente su sensibilidad
artistica. En sus propias palabras,
recuerda con nostalgia esa conexién
primigenia con la naturaleza, una fuente
inagotable de ‘energia y alegria® Esta
experiencia vital se traduce en su obra a
través de una paleta vibrante y luminosa,
que evoca la calidez y la intensidad del
paisaje siciliano.

Su formacion en la Escuela de Arte de
Catania senté las bases técnicas de
su oficio, pero fue su innata necesidad
de expresién, alimentada por la pasién
y la dedicacién, lo que lo impulsé a
convertirse en el artista que es hoy. La
decision de dedicarse por completo a la
pintura, relegando cualquier otra aficion,
subraya su compromiso absoluto con
su arte. Incluse su experiencia como
docente en el mismo Liceo Artistico
que lo formé, revela una conexién con
la transmision del conocimiento y la
cultivacion del talente artistico.

La pregunta sobre sus influencias
revela un didlogo constante con los
grandes maestros de principios del
siglo XX: Cézanne, Picasso, Matisse v,
fundamentalmente, los fauvistas. Esta
fillacién no implica una mera imitacién,
sino una inmensa comprensiéon de los
principios que guiaron a estos pioneros:
la liberacién del color, la simplificacibn
de la forma y la primacla de la expresién
subjetiva. Stefano Pulec se inscribe en
esta tradicién, pero la revitaliza con su
propia sensibilidad y su particular vision
del mundo.

Stefano profundiza en su concepcién
del fauvismo, definiéndolo como un
movimiento basado en el uso del color
puro, la simplificaciéon de la forma y la
expresion de la emocion subjetiva. Su
afirmacion de que no existen grandes
diferencias entre el fauvismo del pasado
y el actual resalta la atemporalidad de
estos principios fundamentales. La cita de
Matisse sobre la "pureza de los medios”
resuena con la bisqueda constante de
Puleo por la esencia de la pintura,



https://www.serempresario.com.mx/post/la-vibrante-serenidad-de-stefano-puleo-un-fauvista-siciliano-del-siglo-xxi
https://www.serempresario.com.mx/post/la-vibrante-serenidad-de-stefano-puleo-un-fauvista-siciliano-del-siglo-xxi
https://www.serempresario.com.mx/post/la-vibrante-serenidad-de-stefano-puleo-un-fauvista-siciliano-del-siglo-xxi

Su estilo se define por una “tendencia
del color dominante”, una busqueda
constante de la armonia entre tonos
que, ligada a su imaginacion, refleja la
luz de una manera Unica. Este equilibrio
cromatico no es solo un ejercicio estético,
sino una blsqueda de serenidad y
propercién en la composicion, elementos
esenciales para transmitir la calma y la
vitalidad que caracterizan sus obras.

Su afirmacion de que el estilo no se
elige, sino gue surge inconscientemente
de la cultura y la experiencia, subraya la
autenticidad de su expresion. Su objetivo
de expresar los “valores de la belleza”
en sus pinturas es un hilo conductor
constante en su obra.

Sus reflexiones sobre el proceso creativo
revelan una mente inquisitiva y una
sensibilidad aguda. Cualquier imagen,
recuerdo o evento puede convertirse
en un estimulo para su trabajo, y a
menudo, durante el acto de pintar, surgen
nuevas ideas gue lo llevan mas alld de
la concepdén Inicial. Su observacion
sobre la pérdida de la “construccién del
color y su densidad” en las fotografias
de sus obras subraya la importancia
de la experiencia directa para apreciar
plenamente la riqueza de su paleta

La composicion, para Stefano, es
“decisiva” para el éxito de un cuadro,
un elemento que determina el equilibrio
entre el disefio y la superficie. Si bien no
considera que el tema en si sea lo mas
importante, reconoce su potendial ante
una buena realizacién pictérica.

La dificultad de pintar reside, para
Stefano, en enfrentarse al lienzo en
blanco y en la blisqueda del equilibrio
de la composicion. La satisfaccion se
encuentra en la busqueda de los tonos de
color en la paleta, una fuente de energia
para su trabajo.

La paleta, cuando el pintor confia
plenamente en el color, adquiere una
importancia “notable”, dejando una huella
indeleble en el artista.

La luz, por su parte, es un componente

“esencial” que resalta los detalles, completa
la plasticidad y realza los contrastes.

WWW.SEREMPRESARID.COM
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Su perspectiva sobre las obras mas complicadas de pintar es reveladora: la dificuitad
reside no en el tamaiio, sino en los “tiempos de construccién® y en el constante desafio
de plasmar su visidon. Su acuerdo con la afirmacién de Horacio de que “un cuadro es
un poema sin palabras”™ subraya la capacidad del arte para comunicar emociones y
significados mas alla del lenguaje verbal,

Su vision del artista en el siglo XX, eclipsado en parte por el mercado, lamenta la pérdida
de su funcion gula en la ceterminacién del gusto y el mensaje de belleza

La obra de Stefano Puleo representa una vibrante y serena exploracion del color, arraigada
en la tradicidén del fauvismo pero revitalizada con una sensibilidad contemporanea. Su
profunda conexion con la luz v el paisaje de su Sicilia natal, su dedicacién inquebrantable
a su oficio y su capacidad para transmitir emociones a través de la pura fuerza cromatica
lo consolidan como un artista fundamental del siglo XXI. @

Por: Hector Diaz

@
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