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News | Award | June 5, 2026 

A milestone in cultural journalism: Héctor Díaz awarded the 2026 Silver Column 

Stepping outside the traditional boundaries of the primary art market, Héctor Díaz has 
been awarded the 2026 Silver Column by one of the oldest and most respected 
associations in Ciudad Juárez, Chihuahua. As one of northern Mexico's highest 
journalistic honors, this award celebrates a gallerist's unwavering commitment to 
decoding a city's cultural phenomenon and sharing a deeply human story with the 
world.
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The landscape of contemporary art is vast, but rarely do the paths of the primary art market and 
investigative journalism cross so decisively. This year, the prestigious Silver Column (Columna de 
Plata), the most significant and traditional journalism award in Ciudad Juárez, was awarded to 
Héctor Díaz in the Interview category. This recognition not only celebrates excellence in writing 
and critical insight but also highlights a highly unusual event in the cultural ecosystem: the 
resounding triumph of a gallerist in the demanding trenches of journalism.   

Our organization is firmly focused on representing living masters of figurative art in the primary 
market, with the unwavering mission of building and safeguarding their long-term legacy. In line 
with this curatorial direction, the gallery does not represent graffiti or urban artists. However, the 
vision of an art curator and director cannot—and should not—remain indifferent to the aesthetic, 
social, and political pulses of their environment.   

Upon returning to his native Ciudad Juárez after nearly two decades away, Héctor Díaz 
encountered a complex cultural ecosystem. Amidst what he has described as an institutional 
desert and facing a proliferation of conceptual art that is often perceived as disconnected from 
the public, he identified an undeniable visual force. Following the historical legacy of David Alfaro 
Siqueiros in muralism and the imposing mark of Sebastián in monumental sculpture, the most 
famous, discussed, and omnipresent artist today in the entire state of Chihuahua turned out to be 
a creator operating from anonymity and illegality: the graffiti artist NEZIO.   
Intrigued by the deep polarization this figure generated in the border society—applauded as a 
voice of resistance by some and repudiated as a vandal by others—Héctor took an atypical risk 
for the director of an international gallery. He set out to track down and contact NEZIO, not with 
the intention of commercializing his work or inserting him into the formal market, but driven by the 
purest commitment an art professional can have: to fully understand the creator. 

His goal was clear: to strip away the prejudices of the establishment, listen to the voice behind 
the ski mask, decipher his true motivation, and share his story in an honest and deeply human 
way. The result of this approach was the essay and interview titled “NEZIO: The cultural, social, 
and political phenomenon of Ciudad Juárez,” published in the pages of the renowned magazine 
Ser Empresario.   

In this revealing text, Díaz did not merely document a clandestine figure; he exposed the reality of 
an entire city. He showed how, faced with the lack of top-tier museum offerings that dignify its 
inhabitants, the citizenry found in the tagged walls an act of catharsis, entertainment, and 
belonging. The article did not seek to praise or justify vandalism, but rather exposed the stubborn 
resilience of a society that refuses to be ignored or silenced, masterfully capturing the essence of 
an artist who has inevitably become a reflection of his time.   
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Receiving the 2026 Silver Column for this journalistic piece is an indisputable testament to the 
power of intellectual empathy. It proves that the work of a true gallerist transcends the pristine 
walls of exhibitions and the dynamics of sales; it involves being an active witness, a historian of 
the present, and a lucid bridge between the creator and humanity. This award reaffirms our 
conviction that art, in all its manifestations and mediums, remains the most urgent and 
transformative dialogue of our era. 

Below, we share in its entirety the text that earned Héctor Díaz this historic recognition, inviting 
reflection on the nuances of art in the public space.
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NEZIO: 
The cultural, social, and political phenomenon of Ciudad Juárez 

By: Héctor Díaz 
Media outlet: Ser Empresario 
Date: October, 2025 
Link: https://www.serempresario.com.mx/nezio-el-fenomeno-cultural-social-y-politico-de-cd-
juarez/ 

“He’s the Banksy of Juárez.” “Street art, but y'all aren't ready for this conversation.” “My family 
and I play to see who can spot the most graffiti, once we counted like 27 in one trip.” “Nezio is 
top-tier, it's the only thing that kept me and my dad entertained when we were stuck in traffic.” 
“My girlfriend and I play at counting them when we go out.” “I have no idea how he manages to 
always pick the best spots, everywhere I go I see him.” “It's like that dude likes to pick spots 
where people go 'Damn, how the hell did he tag there?'” “When I go to El Paso, I miss him.” 

This can be read in the thousands of comments posted on social media and in the media about 
the enigmatic urban artist. 

The question hangs in the air: Graffiti tagger or artist? Vandal or legend? Who is NEZIO? 
His impact in Ciudad Juárez is undeniable and monumental. The city loves him... or hates him. 

My first approach to NEZIO was to offer him an exclusive interview for Ser Empresario. I tried to 
build trust, ensuring he wouldn't think it was a trap. We agreed to meet one night; I would be 
accompanied by Héctor César, a great juarense photographer, so that, for the first time, and 
officially, he could be photographed for a media outlet. The meeting was canceled. Days later, we 
agreed on another appointment, but unexpectedly, he stopped answering my messages. His 
precaution was understandable: why would an art gallery and the most respected magazine in 
the state seek out the most controversial graffiti artist in Ciudad Juárez for a conversation? It felt a 
bit unreal. Shortly after, with him eager to share his story and me providing the necessary trust, 
we met in a discreet location. 

He received me wearing a ski mask, which only increased my intrigue. He was wearing Vans 
sneakers, khaki pants, a baggy, exotic brown floral shirt, and prominent tattoos. His style is that 
of a skater like those featured in Thrasher magazine, or even a rockstar type. When you have 
seen someone's art but do not know the artist, many questions arise. I broke the ice by 
introducing myself, and with the juarense warmth that characterizes him, he gave me his trust, 
and the conversation began. 

https://www.serempresario.com.mx/nezio-el-fenomeno-cultural-social-y-politico-de-cd-juarez/
https://www.serempresario.com.mx/nezio-el-fenomeno-cultural-social-y-politico-de-cd-juarez/
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Interview by Héctor Díaz with NEZIO: 

Is what you do vandalism? “Yes.” 

Do you have any justification? “I protest and raise my voice.” 

Why do you do graffiti? “Egocentrism, wanting to be seen despite being anonymous. It's about 
being seen.” 

What is your motivation? “Adrenaline; and the passion for riding my bike at night.” 

Do you have a philosophy or discourse? “Take the risk or lose the chance.” 

How do you decide where to paint? “It depends on the space, the moment, and the time.” 

What do you think about when you're doing graffiti? “I don't think about anything; I think 
about not falling, about pulling it off.” 

Is there anything that worries you when tagging? “Worrying about my mom.” 

When someone asks if you are Nezio, what do you answer? “Aren't you?” 

What would you say to the juarenses? “If you don't like this piece, I hope you like the next one 
even less. I'm never going to stop painting.” 

NEZIO: The manifesto of stubbornness 

The name chosen by the artist, NEZIO, is no accident. It is an alteration of the word “necio” 
(stubborn), and that play on letters is a declaration that defines his art, and perhaps, the entire 
city. 

What does it mean to be “necio”? 

He is stubborn. NEZIO is stubborn in persisting with street art despite its illegality. This 
stubbornness is not his alone: it is the same juarense stubbornness of resisting and rising after 
every crisis, every wave of violence, every political or social challenge. 
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He is persistent. His signature on over a thousand walls makes him the ultimate exponent of 
visual stubbornness. His presence is relentless and impossible to ignore. Like NEZIO's art, the 
city is stubbornly resilient; it refuses to be defined solely by its problems. By signing NEZIO, the 
artist turns this nickname into a manifesto. His art is an act of stubbornness in a system that 
prefers a clean fence or a wall covered in political propaganda. NEZIO refuses invisibility and is 
stubborn in demanding a space and a conversation. In every tag, NEZIO doesn't just sign his 
name; he reaffirms the stubbornness of a city and its people to continue existing and to continue 
protesting. 

His cultural impact 

“Yesterday he went and tagged the bathrooms at my work; when I found out, I got so excited.” 

The irony is that NEZIO doesn't tag bathrooms. His name is so popular that clandestine fans tag 
his name. 

Today, it is common for school children to write or draw the word “NEZIO” on their desks or on 
the walls. From an artistic point of view, this happens because juarense childhood and youth see 
more urban art than what the city and the state offer, which is minimal. 

Add to this that the few art exhibitions in the city, such as those at the Ciudad Juárez Art 
Museum, are increasingly focused on conceptual art, where nobody understands why they fill 
these cultural venues with garbage. Or those at the UACJ, which almost always deal with border 
themes, violence, or femicides. This fosters a resistance among children, youth, adults, and even 
art lovers to visit these spaces; the cultural programs simply leave much to be desired. 

Faced with this stagnation of valuable cultural offerings, citizens of all ages have no choice but to 
settle for urban art, independent and without government backing. This is how art is created: in 
adverse situations against the establishment. And it is not only created by the artist, but by a 
community that openly consumes, applauds, and critiques. Like it or not, NEZIO exists not just 
because of himself, but because juarenses made him part of the collective imagination. The 
museums of Juárez could only wish for the engagement an artist like NEZIO generates. 

His social impact 

“Just another vandal, it's because of people like him that Juárez looks horrible.” “We should do a 
witch hunt and report him, seriously this guy has the whole city tagged up and it infuriates me.” 
“Well, we've all seen him, the only ones who have never ever seen him are the authorities.” 
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In March 2025, the urban artist was detained by local authorities. His arrest happened because 
“someone” gave information to the authorities, not because there was a formal complaint. 

“Bye Nezio, hope it goes well for you in there.” “For punishment they should make him do 
community service and paint all the walls the dude tagged.” “Make him paint over everything he 
tagged.” “Make him paint all the walls he ruined.” 

He received a brutal beating in the parking lot of a well-known shopping center at the hands of 
the police... and a second one when he arrived at the station. 

Those who say he is a vandal are correct; NEZIO himself says it. But his graffiti on walls does not 
justify the police's abuse of power. 

Thanks to the deplorable acts of the police against NEZIO’s physical integrity—even though their 
own homes or businesses were not the ones painted—the fuse was lit on a bomb that exploded 
across multiple social networks and media outlets: 

“Since he's not a narco, there are no hugs for him.” “Major blow to drug trafficking... finally the 
community can go out without fear.” “What a blow to crime.” “So happy they caught two graffiti 
artists while over here by my high school they dumped 3 bodies like it was nothing.” “They 
caught Nezio for tagging but they don't catch the real criminals, kidnappers, and traffickers.” 
“This city really shames me.” “What an achievement, let's see if the DEA requests his extradition 
hahaha.” “They'd be better off catching kidnappers, thieves, etc.” “They parade him like he's the 
Joker.” “Nezio does more for Juárez's art than the ones who built the X.” “Damn, hope he gets 
out soon.” “Justice for Nezio, he was just protesting peacefully.” “They did it, they destroyed a 
young man and his dreams.” “Free Nezio.” “Freedom for Nezio, he's a juarense icon.” “Let's go 
free him.” “Freedom for Nezio.” “Free Nezio.” “Long live Nezio.” “Prayer circle for Nezio.” “May 
God have you in His Glory.” 

Since David Alfaro Siqueiros, I don't recall an artist becoming so famous in Chihuahua for 
painting art of protest and hope, for suffering the abuses of power, and for the enormous 
affection and backing of the people. 

His political impact 

“We should nominate him for mayor, he has more public works.” “I was going to vote for him, I 
thought 'Marvelous campaign.'” “Nezio is already city heritage.” “In my opinion, everyone 
responsible for their political propaganda should also be fined for visual pollution and property 
damage.” “The political parties that paint walls like idiots and nobody says anything to them... 
they also damage private property and don't give a damn.” 
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Is a wall tagged with graffiti a crime, but a wall with political propaganda is not? Certainly, NEZIO 
has never been pursued as a highly dangerous criminal, but his signature on walls is not just any 
graffiti. It is the stubbornness of an artist, the protest of a citizen, the hope of many as they travel 
through the city, that things will change. 

Why doesn't any politician, museum director, activist, or businessman approach him to meet him, 
invite him on television or the radio, propose an exhibition, a cultural space, or the opportunity to 
teach new generations? 

Artists, even urban ones, are a reflection of our society. 

Final Reflections 

To some, NEZIO is one of the most famous vandals in the city. 

To others, he is the greatest act of protest in Juárez. 

To me, he is a reflection of his time, of his city, and of his people. 

NEZIO is Ciudad Juárez. 

Héctor Díaz 
Founder and Director of HECTOR DIAZ
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🎨 ✨  Vandal or legend? Graffiti artist or 
symbol of Juárez? Meet Nezio, the urban 
artist who has transformed every wall in the 
city into a manifesto of resilience, protest, and 
creativity. 

His story, his art, and his social and cultural 
impact are already part of the Juárez 
collective consciousness. Discover why the 
city loves him… or hates him. 

Article written by our contributor Héctor Díaz. 
@hectordiazgallery Hector Diaz Gallery 

🔗  Read the full interview on Ser Empresario: 
link in comments. 

#Nezio #ArteUrbano #CiudadJuárez #Grafiti 
#CulturaJuarense #SerEmpresario 

https://www.instagram.com/p/
DPW2hj0AR6N/

https://www.instagram.com/p/DPW2hj0AR6N/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DPW2hj0AR6N/
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🏆 📰  We a re i n c re d i b l y p ro u d t o 
congratulate **Héctor Díaz**, a contributor to 
**Ser Empresario**, on being awarded the 
**2026 Silver Column in the Interview 
category**, one of the highest honors for 
journalism in Ciudad Juárez. 

His work, **"NEZIO: The Cultural, Social, and 
Political Phenomenon of Cd. Juárez"**, 
transcended the traditional interview format, 
becoming a profound reflection on identity, 
urban art, culture, and border society, giving 
voice to one of the most controversial and 
talked-about figures in our city. 

This award celebrates talent, research, the 
ability to question reality, and a commitment 
to journalism that sparks conversation and 
leaves a lasting impact. 

At Ser Empresario, we are honored to have 
contributors who elevate the quality of border 
journalism and help document the stories that 
define our time. 

Congratulations, Héctor! May this be just one 
of many more accolades to come. 👏 ✨  

#Co lumnaDeP la ta2026 #Héc to rD í az 
#SerEmpresario #Periodismo #Entrevista 
#CiudadJuárez 

https://www.instagram.com/
revistaserempresario/p/DZOVS89jZOI/

https://www.instagram.com/revistaserempresario/p/DZOVS89jZOI/
https://www.instagram.com/revistaserempresario/p/DZOVS89jZOI/


HECTOR DIAZ

www.hectordiaz.art 16

https://wp.serempresario.com.mx/la-columna-de-plata-2026-reconoce-la-excelencia-
periodistica-de-ciudad-juarez/

https://wp.serempresario.com.mx/la-columna-de-plata-2026-reconoce-la-excelencia-periodistica-de-ciudad-juarez/
https://wp.serempresario.com.mx/la-columna-de-plata-2026-reconoce-la-excelencia-periodistica-de-ciudad-juarez/
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