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Edgar Mendoza:
Oneiric, poetic, “realist” universes

By Héctor Diaz

Introduction

Master Edgar Mendoza is one of the most prominent contemporary Mexican artists of the early
21st century.

His painting is characterized by impeccable execution in "Realism," a style he perfected in Spain,
where the greats reside.

His settings are doors to oneiric and poetic, beautiful, and utopian universes; instead of trying to
understand his paintings, we must feel them.

The renowned Durango-born painter graces the HECTOR DIAZ gallery since 2024. It is an honor
to present him and represent him.

—Héctor Diaz
February 2025



Interview

1. Who are you? How would you describe yourself? In my process as a painter, it has been
very difficult for me to recognize myself as an artist, | don't know why, but | finally feel good with
this adjective. Since | was little, | have been like a reader of codes, like a little machine that prints
what | see inside and outside.

2. What was your childhood like? As a child, | played a lot, to disguise the storm seasons, the
worries, and the defects of parents who, in reality, only wanted to protect their offspring. Like
every child of my generation, we grew up in neighborhoods full of kids amid wild games, teachers
who still had the power to forcibly reprimand us; | lived in a new era of space movies competing
with the vestiges of charros (Mexican cowboys) and masked wrestlers. | had a lot of fun, but
sometimes | realized that | saw things differently, and | had to retreat to my corners.

3. What did you study? | graduated as a Forestry Technician in high school; then | started the
Fine Arts degree, but it remained unfinished; at one point | intended to become a priest, but | was
sent back home.

4. What are your hobbies? | like cinema in general, from all eras, | really enjoy Mexican cinema
from the Golden Age, | love science fiction movies and special effects. | have fewer and fewer
friends; when | can see them, | have a great time.

5. Why did you decide to become an artist? It could be said that it was an accident, and
although | always demonstrated having qualities, in my world nobody would have aspired to be
an artist. The day | reencountered that sleeping artist within me was as if | had woken up hungry
to paint something that resembled a famous painting | saw in an encyclopedia when | was 20
years old. | don't know what happened to me, but since that day, | haven't been separated from
the brushes again.

6. If you weren't an artist, what would you have dedicated yourself to? Imagining utopias
of parallel worlds, | would have liked to be a surgical doctor, a filmmaker, a pianist, a tailor... a
loving father with a couple of children.

7. Who or what inspires you? The stages of life, the lessons, the teachings, make you modify
your existential and vital concept in each of them. In this present, | am starting to find myself, |
think, in a better way. Increasingly, | am my own inspiration, among my defects and my qualities.
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8. What style characterizes you and why this one? There are several classifications in realist
painting; | categorize my style as "Actual Realism" (Contemporary Realism). In this definition, | feel
comfortable and versatile, as | can paint something that is very objective, or on the contrary,
prioritize something subjective that expresses concepts and abstractions, always through a
realistic figuration.

9. What message do you want to give with your art? | want to transmit, with images, what |
experience when observing the external world. The environments, the people, and their
circumstances inspire me, they make me look inward, where a unique identity is kept that wants
to narrate through its own language. | would like my messages, more than meanings, to generate
emotions and sensations.

10. If you weren't you and you saw your work, what would you think? | consider myself a
creator of "neutral" images, without overly distinctive or expressive features, but with a
personality. Therefore, if | were not the painter of my works, | would opine that they are very well-
executed paintings, which try to tell me "something," but that, rather than seeking a meaning as a
purpose, you prefer to dedicate yourself to experimenting with the sensations that the images
suggest to you.

11. What has been your biggest difficulty in the art industry and how did you manage to
overcome it? Honestly, achieving recognition for my work, in all aspects, to achieve a better
experiential balance that can further and better potentiate my creation. | try to overcome this
challenge every day to achieve that harmony.

12. What has been your greatest satisfaction in the art industry? \When you are a realist
painter, and you manage through great effort and dedication to execute the pictorial effects you
have been looking for, it is extremely gratifying. It is a sensation that only those of us who have
faced it can understand. Everyone knows what they want to achieve; it is a very personal
experimentation of self-advancement, which is not always perceived by others.

13. What is your goal as an artist? To mature, in the best possible way, in each of the stages |
face when | paint. This will allow me to communicate my concerns and narratives better,
becoming increasingly true and authentic through my paintings.

14. Why does your work contribute something new to art? Although | don't am to
contribute anything specific, | humbly believe that | can contribute to a young soul who wants to
start in this profession, or dreams of it, and even more so if they are in an environment with few
opportunities.



15. Why is art important in our lives? Because art gives us the capacity to create, to show our
ideas and what we have been, are, and will be. Art serves to document those testimonies,
through a very particular manner of expression: human creation. We need it because it is the
most sophisticated and extensive language that defines us as the species we are. Without art,
the record of our existence and thought would be inconclusive, empty.

16. Does an artist make a work or does a work make an artist? | remember as a child, in
the Government Palace of my hometown, Durango, | was impressed by the fresco murals of
Francisco Montoya de la Cruz. | never cared to know who painted that, because the work was so
impactful that | wasn't interested in knowing who had done it; in this anecdote, definitively, the
work made the artist. Many years later | met the great master in person in a wheelchair, very
decrepit, outside a hospital, and although | expressed my sincere admiration, | don't know why at
that instant | failed to relate him to all his fantastic paintings. In this society, we have wrongly
learned to despise the figure of old age in all its wise structure, and to overvalue the utopia of
impossible and eternal youth.

17. Is madness required to be an artist? | have never felt identified with that stereotype,
however, the fact that many artists manifest having a different vision than others makes them
seem different, strange. Perhaps a reflection on melancholy is more interesting than madness
itself as something romantic and prominent related to an artist.

18. What advice would you give to someone who wants to be an artist? They have to fight
to achieve what they want, be faithful to their purposes and ideas, have a very open mind and
criteria, so that their visions as artists are more extensive and broad. You have to prepare and
specialize as much as possible, find a way to do it. If you are young, take full advantage of that
powerful force of joviality to build yourself. If you are somewhat older, take advantage of the
fortune of recycling that the years of maturity provide.

19. What do you consider your legacy will be? Each painting or artistic work that we painters
create is likely to continue existing when we are no longer here. That legacy will only be activated
when it is rediscovered and valued by someone who feels identified with it in the future. Only
what they decide is worthwhile will survive as our legacy.

20. How would you like to be remembered? In the end, all that remains is that those who
knew and dealt with me in life have formed a good opinion about my humanity and my firm
desires to be a better person despite my defects.
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Universos oniricos, poéticos,

| Maestro Fdgar Mendoza

25 uno de (05 artistas

CONtEMPCrans0s Mexicanos
mas deslacacos de principios del
siglo XXLI. Su pintura se caracteriza
por una imopecasle ejecucion en €
“Realismo”, estilo que perfeccions en
Espania, donde residen los grandes.
Sus esconarios son puertas a universos
oniricos y poeticos, bellos y utépices;
en vez de querer comprender sus
pinturas, debemaes sentirlas. F
raconocido pintor duranguense
enaalana |a galeria HECTOR DIAZ
desde 2024. Es un honor presentarlo, y
representarlo.

<Quién eres? ccomo te describirias?
En mi proceso come pinter me he
costado mucho reconccarme como
artista, no sé por cué, pero finaimenta
me siento bien con este adjetvo
desde pequeho soy como un lector
de cédigas, como una maquinita que
imprime, lo que veo adentro y afuera.

£Cémo fue tu infancia?

De chiquillo jugaba mucho, cara
disfrazar las temporadas de
Lermentas, las preccupaciones y

los defectes e unos padres que,
enrealidad, solo querian proteger

a su prole; como todo nifno de mi
generacian, cracimaos en barrios
rapletos de nifos entre juegos salvajes,
profesores que aun terian la potestacl
de reprendernos por la fuerza; vivi una
nueva época de pelfculas del espacio
compitiendo con los vestigios de
charres vy luchacores enmascarados.
Me diverti mucho, pero a veces me
daba cuenta qua miraba diferente, y
me tenia que racluir 2n mis rincones.

&Qué estudiaste? Me gracué como
Técnico Foresta en el bachillerato;
despuésinicié |a carrera en Bellas
Artes, cero guedo incondusa, en algan
moments pretendi ser sacerdote,
PEern me regresaron a mi casa.

40

SER FMPRESARIOD

&Cudles son tus pasatiempos?

Me gusta el cine en general, de todas
las épacas, disfruto mucho & cine
mexicenu de la época doreda, me
encantan las peliculas de ciencia
ficcion y los efectos especiales, cada
vez tengo mencs amigos, cuando
pdedo verles me lo pase muy vien.

(Por qué decidiste ser artista?

Podria decirse que fue un accidente,
y aunque siermpre manifesté tener
cual dades, er mi mundo nadie
kubiera pretendiclo ser arzista. Ll dia
que me reencontre con ese artista
dormide que llevaba dentrg, fue como
si hubiera cespertado hambriento
de de pintar algo gue se pareciera
auna pintura famose que vi enuna
cnciclopedia cuando tenla 20 afos
No sé que me paso, pero desde acuel
da, nome he vuelto a separar de los
pinceles

Sino fueras artista, {a qué te hubieras
dedicado? Imaginando utopies

de mundos parzalelos, me hubiera
qustado ser médico cirdjano, ¢ neasta,
panista, sastre... un padre amoroso
cenun war de

&Quién o qué te inspira? _as

etapas de |z vida, las lecciones, las
ensefanzas, hacen que madifiques tu
concepto existencial y vital, er cada
una de ellas. Cn este presents, estoy
empezando a encontrarme conmigo
mismo, creo, de mejor manera. Cada
vez mas, soy mi propia inspiracion,
entre mis defectos, y mis cualidades.

¢Cudl es el estilo que te caracteriza

y por qué éste? Hay varias
clasificaciones en a ointura realista;
yo catalogo mi astilo como *Real smo
Actual’. En esta definicén me siento
cémodo y versatil, ya que pusco
pintar algo que sea muy chjetivo, o
por el contrario, tomar come prioridad
algo subjetivo gue exprese conceptos

"realistas”

y abstracciones, siempre mediante
una figuraclén realista.

«Qué mensaje quieres dar con tu

arte? Quiern transmitir, con imagenes,

le que experimento al observar el

murdo exterior los entornos, |z gente

y sus circunstancias, me insgiran,
acen que mire hacia mis adentros,
donde se guarda ung identidad
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propia que quicre narrar mediante
unlenguaje propio; quisiera que
mis Mmensajes, mas que significadas,
gENeren €mociones y sensaciones.

Sino fueras tU y vieras tu obra équé
pensarias? Me considero un creador
de imdgenes “neutras’, sin rasgos
demasiado distintivos o exoresives,
pero con una perscnalidad. Por lo
tante, si yo no fuera el pintor de mis
cuadros, opinaria que son pinturas
muy bien ejecutadas, que intentan
decirme "algo”, pero gue, mas que
Luscar un significaco como proudsilo,
preficres cedicarte a exper'mentar
las sensaciones que te sugieren las
imagenes.

&Cual ha sido tu mayor dificultad en
la industria clel arte y como lograste
superarla? Honestamente lograr

que se reconozea mitrabajo, en

todos los aspectos, para 'ograr un
mejor equilibrio vivencial que cueda
polenciar, aun mds y de mejor manere,
mi creacién; intente suporar este

rato cada ciz para poder lograr esa
armenia

&Cual ha sido tu mayor satisfaccién en
la industria del arte? Cuando eres un
pintor realista, y logras mediante un
aran asfuerzo y decicacdn ejecutar
los efectos pictoricos que has estaco
buscando, resulta sumamente
aratificante, Es una sensacion gue
500 |os que nos hemos enfrentado a
€llo, lo podemos entender. Cada unc
sabe lo que quiere conseguir esuna
experimentacion muy personal de
avances propics, que no siempre son
percioidos por los demas.

&Cual es tu meta como artista?
Maciurar, de la mejor manera nposible,
cada una de las etapas a las que

me enfrento cuando pinto. Este me
permitird comunicar de mejor manera
mis inquietudes y narrativas, sienco
cada vez més verdaderc y auténtico a
través de mis pinturas,

&Por qué tu trabajo aporta algo nuevo
al arte? Aunque no pretenco aporar
algo en concreto, creo humilcemente
que pueso aportarie aun aima

WWW.SEREMPRESARID.COM

Joven que se quicrainiciar en éste
oficic, 0 sueie con €|, y mas aln si se
cesenvuelve en un ambiente poce
propicio de oportunidades.

15.Por qué el arte esimportante

en nuestra vida? Forque el arte

nos otorga I capacidad de crear,
cemostrar nuestrasideasy lo que
hemes siclo, somos y seremos. £l arte
sirve para dejar constancia de esos
testimonics, nor media de una muy
particular manera de expresion: la
creacion humang, ke necesitamos
porgue, es el lengugje més sofisticedo
yextenso gue nos define, como la
especie que somos.

Sin el arte, el registre de nuestra
ex stencia y pensamiento, estaria
inconcluso, vacio.

&Un artista hace una obra 6 una obra
hace un artista? Recuercio que de
nino, en el Palacio ce Gobierno de mi
civdad nelal, Durango, me impresioné
con les murales al fresco de Francisco
Monteoya de I Cruz. Nunca pretendi
saber quién pintd aguello, porgue

la obra era tan impactante, Gue no
me interesaba era saber quien (a
habia realizadlc; en esta anécdots, en
cefinitiva, la otra hizo al artista.

Muchos afos despuss conoci al gran
maestro en persona enunasilla de
ruedas, ya muy cecrepito, a las afueras
ce un hospital, y aungue le exprosd mi
sincera admiracion, no sé por oué en
aque! instante ne logrs relacicnarlo
©on tocas sus fantasticas pinturas,

En ésta sociedad hemos aorendico,
cde mala manera @ mencspreciar la
figura de la ancianidad an toda su
sabia estructura, y a sobravalorar

la utogia de laimposicle y eterna
juventud,

<Se requiere locura para ser artista?
Nunca me he sentico icentificade con
ese estereotipo, sin embargo, el hecho
e que muchoes artistas manifiestan
terer una visien diferente a los
cdemas, hace que parezcan diferentss,
extrados; tal vaz sea mas interesanta
una reflex on sobre [a melancolia, que

CULTURA

la propia locura comao algo romantico
v pretaqonico relacionado a un artista.

¢Qué consejo le darias a alguien que
quiere ser artista? Tienen que luchar
POr consequir [0 que quieren, ser
fieles asus propdsitos € ideas, tener
Iamente y sus criterios muy abiertos,
para que sus visicnes come artistas,
sean mas extensas y amplias. Hay que
prepararse y especializarse lc mas
posible, para encontrar la manera

de hacerlo. Si eres joven, aprovecha
al maximoe esa podercsa luezade
jovialidad para construirle,

SI ERES ALGO MAYOR, APROVECHA LA
FORTUNA DEL RECICLAJE QUE OTORGAN
LAS ANOS DE MADUREZ.

<Cuél consideras sera tu legado?
Cadia pintura o trabajo artistico que
realizamos Ias pintores, o5 posible
que continlie existiendo cuando va
no estemos acui. Ese legado sclo se
aclivard cuando sea redescuiierto
vvalorado por alguien que se sienta
identificado en el futuro conel. Sclo
sobrevivird 1o que ellos decidan gue
merece |a pena considerar como
nuostre legado.

<Como te gustaria ser recordado?
Al final sélo queda que, quien me
conccid y tratd en vida, se haya
hecho una buena opinion sobre mi
humanidad y mis firmes deseos,
para ser una mejor persona ante mis
defectos. @

-
-

| Por Héctor Diaz
Fundador y Director HECTOR DIAZ Gadlery
Zapepan, klisco, Medeo
www hectordiaz art
“
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