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I purchased this Rallye Red 1970 AAR ‘Cuda, VIN BS23J0B294098 on 23 October 2004.  The car was 

found on the Internet on an auction web site named ‘EBAY’.  I allowed the auction to conclude without 

bidding on it, in hopes that the reserve price of $57,000 would not be met, it was not.  I then 

contacted Desert AutoSport in Mesa, Arizona the dealer representing the car and offered them 

$50,000 for the car, which they accepted.  I placed a $1,000 deposit on the car and drove to Mesa to 

look at this car and make the purchase.  Upon taking delivery I noticed that the steering box was 

leaking, and an attempt was made to fix it that afternoon, with no luck.  The seller and I agreed that I 

would take the car and have this fixed in southern California and I would bill him for the repairs, 

which I did.  I had some problems getting the $671 out of him, but finally shamed him into paying me.  

I personally towed the car back to Oceanside, California where I reside.  I have located the VIN’s on 

the car in their proper places except for the transmission; therefore, I consider this matching 

numbers with that exception.  The artifacts I received at the time of purchase included a bill of sale 

between Car Scene, Inc. and Brent N. Hill, a former owner.  I also received the Chrysler Registry 

certificate that Terry Klein, a former owner, had Galen Govier decode the fender tag and entered 

this VIN into a registry for cars of this type.  Interestingly, the certificate is incorrect in that 

Terry’s state was wrong; it indicated Ohio when it should have been California, though the street 

address, city and zip were correct.  Since purchasing the car I have replaced many components that 

were missing, incorrect or damaged, as follows: 

 

• Front speaker, original was cracked beyond repair 

• Steering box, due to leaking seal 

• Rear brakes, due to leaking wheel cylinder right side 

• Turn signal switch 

• Jack instructions label, trunk 

• Jack with correct hook 

• Lug nut handle 

• Sun visor tabs 

• Tire pressure label 

• VIN label, driver’s door 

• Emissions timing label inside engine compartment, (was for manual transmission) 

• Collapsible BF Goodrich (BFG) spare tire, valve cap, repro air bottle and bottle bracket 

• Both door locks and ignition lock cylinder (so a single key worked) 

• Positive cable strap, engine compartment 

• Miscellaneous cable straps, engine compartment 

• Center console, original was cracked at the typical place next to shift knob 

• Duck tail spoiler, due to some clown rear-ending me (luckily it just scratched the trunk lid 

paint and broke the existing spoiler.  Replaced spoiler with a MOPAR authorized repro part 

and repainted only the deck lid) 

• Power steering pump, due to leaking seal 

• Windshield washer bottle 

• Oil breather, 2 ports 

• Radiator cap 

• Owner’s manual, repro 

• Grill spacers, replaced missing pieces 

• Radio (AM) wasn’t working well, sent to a guy for adjustment.  Recently installed AM/FM/CD 

and rear speakers, while retaining the original AM radio 

• Antenna was not correct (was ‘whip’ now ‘telescoping’) 

• Idle Solenoid and bracket; wiring for the Idle Solenoid missing, was found buried in the wiring 

harness “capped off”, connected and adjusted same. 

 

Known problems with the car at this time are as follows: 
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• Transmission slipping badly in reverse 

• Backup lights work intermittently (could be related to transmission) 

• Radiator/heater hoses need to be replaced 

• Driver door glass scratched, not aligned properly 

• Passenger door not aligned properly 

• Tires not the correct type (currently Goodyear radials) 

• Leaf spring bushings need to be replaced 

• Front-end bushings need to be replaced 

 

The following narrative is based on a conversation that I had with David R. on 17 January 2006, 

former owner of the 1970 AAR ‘Cuda VIN BS23J0B294098.  The circumstances that lead up to this 

conversation were that I had placed several ‘ads’ on different AAR ‘Cuda related Internet web sites.  

David apparently did a search on the VIN, found my email address and sent me an email stating that 

he had information about the car, as he had purchased the car upon completion of the restoration in 

the September 1991 timeframe. 

 

The restoration was performed in the mid-west, Sikeston, Missouri which lies approximately 146 miles 

south of St. Louis on I-55, then 5 miles west on State Highway 62.  The individual that performed the 

restoration is named, Daniel (D.J.; Dan) Strebler who resides in the town of Sikeston.  Potential phone 

number for this individual is (573) 472-1599.  I performed several “people searches” on the Internet 

and verified that Daniel does still reside in this town, though no address was presented without 

further cost.  The car was located at a workshop a few miles from the home of the Daniel on Dement 

Rd, which lies to the northwest of Sikeston, approximately 3 miles from the center of town off West 

Salcedo Rd.  Daniel Strebler has a son Morgan Strebler, who is a successful illusionist.  I have 

contacted him to get his father’s address.  Morgan did contact me on 30 January 2006 via email to 

indicate that he had passed along the information to his dad.  I also sent a blind letter to Daniel 

Strebler with as much of the address that I had, in hopes that the town was small enough and that 

Daniel was well known enough to have it delivered.  His son had recently performed at a charity 

benefit for the town.  The letter explained that I had come across information that he had restored 

the car and that I was looking for information on it, I included a picture of the car.  A full ground-up 

rotisserie restoration was performed on the car, according to the David.  This process took 

approximate 1.5 years, beginning in July 1990 and completing in September 1991.  The body was taken 

down to bare metal, through sand blasting techniques.  Several of the areas of the car had significant 

‘cancerous’ damage typical to these cars, floor pans, trunk, rear window seal, etc.  These areas were 

repaired and/or replaced during the restoration process to like new condition.  Upon completion of the 

bodywork, a questionable (character) individual (Lani Satterfield?) performed the painting, but good 

with the tools of his trade, as evident in the resulting finish on the car.  The entire interior of the car 

was gone through, as follows: 

 

• New carpet 

• New dash pad 

• New seat covers 

• New roof lining 

• Instrument cluster was restored (though the clock still did not work reliably) 

• Steering wheel was restored 

• Trunk pad and correct spare tire decal 

• New tires, wheels re-chromed 

• Front and rear glass was replaced 

• Door sill plates 

• Rear valance 
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• Complete interior wiring kit 

 

The mechanical aspect of the car was also rebuilt as follows: 

 

• New correct radiator 

• New air breather cover with correct gasket and decal 

• New brake spindles for the disk brake, drums for the rear, wheel cylinders, lines, etc 

• Rear end gears, seals, u-joints 

• 727 automatic transmission was rebuilt 

• 340 6-pack engine was rebuilt, but sub-standard work was performed according to David.  

Several components of the engine were replaced at this time, oil, water pumps, etc.  The 

engine was over-bored and re-sleeved resulting in lower compression in one or more cylinders.  

David had to have the engine rebuilt in 1991 at the cost of $8,000.  After that the car was a 

screamer 

• Complete new exhaust system from manifolds to chrome exhaust tips 

• Front and rear sway bars bead blasted, painted and installed with new bushings 

• Leaf spring rubber spacer gaskets replaced 

• Front ’Elastomeric’ bumper recoated to like new condition 

• Rear bumper re-chromed 

• Front grille reconditioned 

 

David initially found the car through Hemmings Motor News.  Upon completion of the restoration, 

David went to Sikeston to pay for the car and to arrange transportation of the car to Mountain View, 

California.  David paid $23,500 for the car and recalls taking the car to the town of Sikeston with 

Daniel to have five new Firestone raised white letter tires placed on the rims/spare and have the 

front-end of the car laser aligned, this with some minor details still needing to be finished.  These 

details ranged from the hood needing to be installed on the car to some interior details.  David 

indicated to me that the car had approximately 70,000 miles on the odometer when he purchased it.  I 

was told when I purchased it that the odometer had been reset during the restoration and it had 

approximately 10,260 miles on it in October of 2004.  The car was supposed to be shipped in an 

enclosed carrier, costing $1,000, but when David took delivery of the car, it was delivered by a guy 

with a pick-up and a broken-down car carrier.  David indicated he was upset with the handling of the 

car once paid for.  The car was not drivable when delivered either, the battery was dead, plus the 

problems with the engine as indicated above.  David’s comment to me was the car “just did not run 

correctly.”  David had the engine rebuilt shortly after receiving the car in September 1991 by a local 

engine builder in northern California, ‘dumping’ $8,000 back into the engine according to him, taking 

approximately 3 months.  David used the car as a daily driver for the few months that he had it after 

getting it out of the shop before having to sell it due to financial responsibilities.  Sold through 

consignment in April or May 1992 for $17,000, the selling party was either Specialty Sales of 

Pleasanton, California or Kassabian Motors (California Classics) in Dublin, California.   David had an 

album of pictures of the restoration process and some documentation (receipts) on the car, though 

these artifacts have since been discarded, he did indicate that the broadcast (build) sheet was not 

part of this documentation. 

 

Roger Gibson of Kelso, Missouri, a well-known MOPAR restoration expert in that area of the country 

may have been a detail advisor on the car.  Roger may be contacted at the following link: 

http://www.rogergibsonautorestoration.com/index.htm.  I contacted Roger and he indicated to me 

that he had only written an appraisal on the car for Daniel. 

 

 

http://www.rogergibsonautorestoration.com/index.htm
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The following text is based on a very pleasant, unexpected conversation that I had with Dan J. 

Strebler of Sikeston, Missouri on 16 February 2006.  Dan was the individual that orchestrated the 

restoration of the 1970 AAR ‘Cuda, VIN BS23J0B294098, based on the specifications of an unnamed 

buyer.  Identified through Hemmings Motor News, Dan purchased the car from an individual named 

Michael J. Humphries located in the Baltimore area, perhaps a city named Berlin, Maryland.  This 

transaction was on or about 6 November 1989.  I performed a ‘Google’ search on the Internet and 

came up with the address and phone number for a person with this name in that specific area of the 

country.  I sent a letter to Michael explaining the situation in hopes that he was a previous owner.  

The goal here is to obtain additional information on the car’s history and most importantly, find the 

broadcast sheet.  Dan said that the broadcast sheet was not in the car when he began the restoration 

and may have been discarded when Michael reupholstered the seats; this information is based on a 

comment made by Michael’s son.  The son for some reason handled all the transaction of selling the car 

to Dan, documents were sign outside the residence of Michael, and the son would take them to Michael 

for verification and agreement.  Dan never saw or spoke to Michael during this transaction.  Dan drove 

the car from Baltimore, Maryland to Sikeston, Missouri. indicating to me that mechanically the car was 

very strong, mostly original, though the body was in terrible shape.   

 

Dan placed an ad in Hemmings Motor News, timeframe unknown looking for someone that wanted an 

AAR ‘Cuda restored.  Upon identifying this unknown buyer, Dan began the restoration process by 

photo documenting areas of the car, particularly those showing the VIN and unique markings on the 

car.  Dan mentioned that the photo documentation that still has did not included a picture of the 

automatic transmission, indicating that it may not be the matching numbers; otherwise, he would have 

taken a picture of it.  Dan indicated that he would provide me with some original prints that he had 

duplicates of and copies of other pictures of which he had only a single copy.  Dan, per his own 

admission was not mechanically inclined, however had a very able body employee working for him whose 

name was not disclosed, that performed most of the work on the car, i.e. welding, body work, etc.  This 

person now works for Roger Gibson, a well-known MOPAR restoration expert in southeastern Missouri.  

The rear quarter panels, floor and trunk pans all had to be removed and replaced with restoration 

parts due to rust.  These parts were not abundant at the time, their quality was less that desired and 

they often had to be custom fitted, according to Dan.  There was damage to the deck opening rear 

light panel, a ¼” to 1 ½” dent where the car had been rear-ended, and a poor job of fixing the damage 

was apparent, this was also removed and replaced.  Rallye gauges were sent to “Redline Gauges Inc.” to 

be restored, cleaned, refinished and calibrated, the odometer was reset to zero at the request of the 

buyer during this process.  Vinyl top, seat covers, and the dash pad were replaced, mainly from parts 

purchased from “Legendary Auto Interiors.”  Removing the undercoating on the car proved to be 

difficult, several different solvents were used and finally a propane torch and scraper were used to 

clean it up.  The differential rear-end, a 3:55, only had to be slightly adjusted, no major work was 

done to this part.  Carburetors, Rallye wheels and wiper motors are the original, though reconditioned 

at the time of restoration.  Buyer also requested that a full-size spare tire be available rather than 

the collapsible tire that came with the car; the car was going to be a daily driver.  Dan said when he 

bought the car; the collapsible tire and inflator bottle were not with the car.  Dan indicated that the 

correct jack and hook accompanied the car upon delivery to the buyer.  When I took delivery, the jack 

head was for another year of Chrysler car, and the handle did not fit the lug nuts. 

 

 

On 21 February 2006 Michael ‘Mike’ J. Humphries contacted me via email fours days after me sending 

him a letter inquiring about the car.  Mike indicated that he was indeed the right person, owning the 

car from (unknown month) 1986 to November 1989.  The car belonged to his son, James, though Mike 

was the registered owner.  Mike indicated that they had purchased the car in 1986 from a friend of 

his; Henry ‘Hank’ Naylor that lived in New Jersey at the time, but now resides in the Baton Rouge, 

Louisiana.  Mike later verified the address of this individual in Baton Rouge, LA.  The car was 
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purchased in Randolph, (Morris County) New Jersey paying $750 for it.  The son of Mr. Naylor had 

bought the car but never drove it, according to Mike.  I sent a letter to a Henry E. Naylor of Baton 

Rouge explaining the situation in hopes that he was a previous owner.  The goal here is to obtain 

additional information on the car’s history and most importantly, find the broadcast sheet.  The car 

was stored in the Baltimore, Maryland while James was at university.  Mike indicated that prior to 

them purchasing the car, it had been used for drag racing, having straight through side pipes and a 

hot cam, and the car also had a lot of rust.  Mike said that he repaired and painted it, and it came out 

quite good, “but not to the standards that he would call acceptable today.”  Mike rebuilt the engine 

“fitting it with a more normal profile cam”; the crank may have been reground, new rings and possibly 

re-bored.  Mike recalls that one of the bolts that held in the baffle in the oil pan came loose and 

rattled around until a particle from it got into the oil pump and jammed it, this is what initiated the 

rebuild of the engine, and he thought that was the cause for the rebuild.  I asked about the 

transmission, since the current one does not seem to be matching numbers, Mike indicated that he 

does not recall touching the transmission.  There was no recollection by Mike that the interior of the 

car was reconditioned by them, as indicated by Dan Strebler the person that restored the car.  

James’ ran it for a while after the rebuild, and then decided to sell it.  Mike believes that they sold 

the car for $5,000 in November 1989 timeframe.  Mike provided me with several pictures, one of the 

car, one with James and the car and one of him with the engine removed from the car.  He further 

stated that there were more pictures, he would dig them out and scan them for me.  Mike provided 

one additional picture of the car, with James in the foreground.  I asked about the broadcast sheet, 

Mike indicated that he doubted that he had any documentation; in fact, he did not think the broadcast 

sheet was with the car when they got it.  He later withdrew this statement, after speaking to James.  

James indicated to Mike that they did have the broadcast sheet, but in those days they didn’t know 

its importance.  Mike was going to check in the attic to see if he has the old file for the car, though it 

may have been junked when they moved because they decided to focus on British cars.  After a day of 

searching, apparently Mike could find no documentation during his attic search, bummer! 

 

 

On 1 March 2006 I received a phone call from the New Jersey Department of Motor Vehicles, I had 

sent them an inquiry about getting information about previous owners of the car in that state.  The 

individual that I spoke to indicated that Michael Humphries was the only individual that titled the car 

in New Jersey from an unknown month in 1985 and sold it in an unknown month in 1990.  This 

information differs from that given to me by Michael, but only slightly.  All records prior to this date 

have been purged; therefore, no records of Henry E. Naylor were available. 

 

 

On the evening of 14 August 2006, I received an email from on Henry ‘Hank’ Naylor acknowledging 

that he knew Mike Humphries, though does not recall ever owning an AAR ‘Cuda.  He does recall selling 

Mike a TR3 and owning a Camaro during that period.  I have followed up with Mike Humphries to see if 

he could have been mistaken on who he purchased the car from.  Received a response from Mike on 28 

August 2006, he emphatically stated that ‘Hank’ did sell him this car along with the TR3.  Mike 

indicated that he thought that it was Hank’s son or son-in-laws car. 

 

 

On 15 August 2006, I made another attempt to contact the New Jersey Department of Motor 

Vehicles to clarify dates and who the owners were, text was as follows: “I am attempting to trace the 

history of a classic car that I recently purchased.  The information that I have gathered so far has 

lead me back to the Garden State, New Jersey.  However, the trail stops here, and I can get no 

farther.  The last known owner of the car was an individual named Michael J. Humphries of Randolph, 

(Morris County) New Jersey in the mid to late 80's.  Is it possible for you to provide dates of 

ownership (title) or other relevant information such as previous owners or copies of the title during 
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this period?  The VIN is BS23J0B294098, description is a Rally Red 1970 Plymouth AAR ‘Cuda.  I 

would appreciate any help in this matter.  Thank you very much, Stan Raby”  

 

 

On 18 August 2006 received the following email from New Jersey DMV… “Thank you for your e-mail 

inquiry.  We only have one owner in NJ for this vehicle as you listed below.  New Jersey statute 39:10-

13 requires the Commission to maintain title records for vehicles until the vehicle becomes eight years 

old, according to the date of manufacturer, at which time the title record is purged.  Regretfully, due 

to the age of the vehicle, I do not believe there will be any title record available.  If you want to try, 

you can complete the application that has been mailed to you.” 

 

 

As of 22 August 2006, Dan Strebler has not sent me the original prints that he promised.  I have 

made several attempts to contact him via email of which none were responded to.  So, I authored 

another letter to Dan, since he apparently was not reading his email.  I asked in this letter if he would 

still consider sending me the documentation that he stated that he had, which included copies of titles 

and pictures of the restoration. 

 

 

On 23 August 2006 I received a letter from the New Jersey Department of Motor Vehicles, with a 

form that I could complete and return for a title search on the car, cost $10.50.  I completed and 

submitted same on 24 August 2006. 

 

On 28 August 2006 I sent an email to the DaimlerChrysler Historical Collection to inquire about any 

specific historical information that they could provide to me about this car.  On 30 August 2006 I 

received the following response:  

“DaimlerChrysler Historical Collection is unable to fulfill your request for the Build Record of your 

vehicle.  The microfilm that contained this information was destroyed before it could be sent to the 

archives.  No other information pertaining to your vehicle exists with the company. 

 

Sorry we could not be more helpful. 

 

Regards, 

 

DaimlerChrysler 

Corporate Historical Collection”  

 

 

On 4 September 2006 I received a letter from the New Jersey Department of Motor Vehicles, in 

response to the form that I sent for a title search on the car, also returning the $10.50.  The reason 

for returning it was as follows, “Our records do not go back that far.  Last person has it in 1985.  

Sorry.  Special Title Unit” 

 

 

On 16 September 2006 I received a package from Dan Strebler that contained 42 pictures of the car 

in various stage of the restoration process.  I scanned the pictures, created a CD containing these 

pictures and returned this and the original pictures back to Dan the following week. 
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I am aware of ten previous owners and have been in contact with all the following owners, except for 

Terry S. Klein.  Their last known contact information is also provided, although timeframes of 

ownership are not clear for some: 

 

• Henry ‘Hank’ E. Naylor (? – 1986) former New Jersey resident, claims to have never owned 

this car 

• Michael J. and James Humphries (unknown month 1986 – November 1989) former New Jersey 

resident 

• Dan J. Strebler (November 1989 – September 1991) 

• David R. (September 1991 – May 1992) 

• David sold through consignment by either: 

o Specialty Sales, Sales Manager Andy Reid indicated records only date back to 

February 1993.  In further discussions with David, he indicated that after reviewing 

the web site of this business he felt this is who he sold it to 

▪ Address: 4321 First Street, Pleasanton, CA. 94566 

▪ Phone: (800) 600-2262 

▪ Email: andy@specialtysales.com 

▪ Web Site: http://www.specialtysales.com 

o Kassabian Motors’ (California Classics), Sales Manager Chuck O’Connor.  This 

individual claim that he remembered the car and the price that I indicated it was 

sold for, though records from 1992 were in storage and were not available for review 

▪ Address: 6080 Dublin Blvd. Dublin, CA. 94568 

▪ Phone: (925) 829-2825 

▪ Email: chuck@myhotcars.com 

▪ Web Site: http://www.myhotcars.com/ 

• Terry S. Klein (May 1992 - 2002), does not wish to be contacted about car, letter sent no 

return 

o Address: 7427 Oxford Circle, Dublin, CA. 94268 

• Terry sold through consignment by: 

o Car Scene, Inc.  Sales Manager Jeffrey A. Bixler spoke to him about the car.  He 

reiterated that Terry Klein has no interest in talking to or providing any information 

on the car.  Terry is a rather reserved, quite person likes his privacy according to 

Jeff.  When they receive the car, it had Crager mags on it and they were replaced 

with the original equipment wheels that Terry had.  I have the sales contract 

available, showing the transaction between Car Scene and Brent N. Hill, though there 

are no dates on it. 

▪ Address: 32 California Avenue, Pleasanton, CA. 94566 

▪ Phone: (925) 426-1969 

▪ Email: bix@carscene.net  

▪ Web Site: http://carscene.net/ 

• Brent N. Hill (? - ?) 

• Desert AutoSport, Owner Randy Koeppel (? – October 2004) 

o Address: 320 South El Dorado Suite 3, Mesa, AZ. 85202 

o Phone: (408) 894-4004 

o Web Site:  http://www.desertautosport.com/main.aspx  

• Stan Raby (October 2004 - ?) 

o Address: 5632 Spanish Horse, Oceanside, CA. 92057 

o Phone: (760) 940-0242; Cell: (760) 586-9275 

o Email: rabys@cox.net 
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