1o us - COMMUNITY COUNTS

North Norfolk-MacGregor Foundation

North Norfolk MacGregor Foundation

NEWSLETTER

Box 696, MacGregor, MB ROH 0R0

Winter
2013

email: nnmfoundation@gmail.com

Klds in Phllanthropy Debut

KIP - Kids in Philanthropy - made a debut in our area last
year. Kids In Philanthropy aims to engage middle years stu-
dents in a program of active philanthropy. The program pro-
vides opportunities for the students to take a leadership role in
addressing areas of need in their communities. The focus is on
building social awareness, social conscience and a practice of
giving. Eighteen motivated MacGregor and Austin elementary
school students took up the challenge.

Developed by the Portage and District Community Foundation,
the program was introduced last October by the North Norfolk -
MacGregor Foundation to MacGregor and Austin elememtary
schools. The Foundation made $500 available to each school group
to grant to community organizations of their choice, while follow-
ing guidelines. Ten community organizations benefitted from the
grants as did the students learning about philanthropy and the
organizations in their area. The students’ presentations of grants
were given at the North Norfolk-MacGregor Foundation Annual
Celebration in Austin on June 10, 2013.

Austin  Elementary School KIP group: Teacher mentor
Amanda Hagman, students Shaelyn Beswitherick, Zachary
Dyck, Matthew Giesbrecht, Jordan Leslie, Nicole Peill, Andrea
Unrau and Faith Zacharias.

MacGregor Elementary School KIP group: Teacher mentors

KIP participants

Kyle McKinstry and Brian Tichon, students Chloe Bartram;
Jenna Bieberdorf, Lance Boak, Faith Carnegie, Jutta Ducharme,
Summer Duclos, Jordyn Ham, Jacie Leckie, Shae-Lynn
McKinstry, Jade Rumancik and Amy Wiebe.

KIP is continuing in both schools this school year.

Kim Hofer

Memorial Fund

Kim Hofer began her teaching career
in 1993 and spent her entire 20 year
teaching career in the Austin/MacGregor
area. Kim was full of life and loved being
a teacher. She was known for her generous
spirit, making sure every student in her
class had the supplies they needed.

The Kim Hofer Memorial Fund is a |
newly designated fund that operates |
under the direction of the North
Norfolk-MacGregor Foundation. This [ |
fund is designed to assist students of Pine Creek School Dmsxon
with the costs associated with scliool related activities and needs.
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Retirements and New Beginnings

In 2013 the North Norfolk-MacGregor Foundation board
marked the retirement of two valued board members: Janice Kelly
and Malcolm Burt.

Janice and Malcolm were long serving members on the board,
and have dedicated a lot of their time and talents to the building and
growth of our foundation and the communities. We will miss their
input and expertise. '

We are very grateful for their commitment and wish them both a
healthy and happy retirement and good luck on their future endeav-
ours.

Equipment

“The Unofficial MacGregor First Aid Instructors Group” has
been together since 2008.

It became increasingly obvious that despite the MacGregor Fire
Hall owning a Resuscitation Annie doll; it was no longer up to stan-
dard. This made the delivery of first aid programs in the commu-
nity very difficult as dolls had to be rented from Portage la Prairie.
This became a barrier for local instructors who were willing to
deliver programs but were not able to purchase equipment on their
own. It was decided that the First Aid instructors would make an
effort to raise funds to purchase up to date equipment available for
training in the North Norfolk MacGregor area. The first purchase
in 2008 introduced the participants to AED equipment that now
many people realize is invaluable. The MacGregor Health Centre
employees and fire hall personnel have been trained using the
equipment.

We were able, this year, to purchase updates to the equipment,
thanks to the generosity of the North Norfolk-MacGregor
Foundation, MacGregor Health Foundation and service groups in
the area. The equipment update will allow many more local com-
munity members to be trained in our region, which will be saving
time, money and hopefully lives!

We would like to welcome two new members to the board: Pam
McKelvy and Dixie Tomchuk.

Pam McKelvy is an insurance broker and works and lives in
MacGregor. She has agreed to take on the secretary position for this
year.

Pam is a very active community member, which is evidenced in
her many past and present volunteer jobs such as MacGregor
Nursery School, the MacGregor Curling Club, MacGregor and
District Kinettes just to name a few.

Dixie Tomchuk lives in the Rossendale area. She is an R.PN. and
has for the past 33 years worked at the Manitoba Developmental
Centre in Portage la Prairie. At present she is a Residential Co-ordi-
nator there. She is very active in the Rossendale community and is
currently on the board of their local Church, Rink and Cemetery.

We are very pleased that Pam and Dixie have agreed to join us on
the foundation board, and are looking forward to working with them
for the enrichment of our communities.

To us and them - Community Counts!

Guidelines for
Grant Applications

In a letter form, please provide the following information:

* the program or project

* a breakdown of the estimated cost

* if any volunteer labour will be used

« funds already raised or pledged (also include possible funds from
other sources)

* a timeline for the program or project

* your charity number, if applicable

* a contact person

Grant applications are taken at any time of the year for a pro-
gram or project in the catchment area of North Norfolk and
MacGregor or that would benefit residents of the same area.

Generally grants are not awarded to operational costs or ongo-
ing expenses. A possible exception would be a sudden loss of a
secured form of funding,

Mail to:

North Norfolk-MacGregor Foundation Inc.
Box 696

MacGregor, MB

ROH 0RO

email: nnmfoundation@gmail.com

North Norfolk-MacGregor Foundation Board Members:

Antoinette Blankvoort, Chair 204-685-2537
Pam McKelvy, Secretary 204-685-2730
Karen Guth 204-685-2761

Dixie Tomchuk 204-252-2219

Arlene Jarema 204-466-2838

Kim Young 204-637-2404

Shawn Friesen, Treasurer 204-685-2954
Bill Wiebe 204-685-2756

Kevin Henry 204-685-2081
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Normie has a Home!

In January the NorMac Handi Transit Inc. was delighted with
the arrival of the brand new handivan. The committee had even
nick named it “Normie”. Generous donations were received from
the North Norfolk-MacGregor Foundation, MacGregor Health
Foundation, provincial grants, local churches, Thomas Sills
Foundation and community members.

The MacGregor Health Centre generously offered a parking
spot for the handivan. Realizing our winters are long, it was deter-
mined that Normie needed a ‘ride ready’ permanent home.

On February 4th the campaign began for “Normie needs a
home”. We feared that since the community had already been so
generous with this project that we might struggle to find the funds.

However, the North Norfolk-MacGregor Foundation stepped up
with a generous donation to get us started and the rest is history! The
communities came together in a united effort. With all the previous
local contributors and additional individuals we were quickly able to
raise the money. Construction has been completed of the building
of the garage on the east side of the Town of MacGregor Public
Works Shop.

Normie has a home!

Full Steam Ahead!

In 2010 the Manitoba Agricultural Museum (MAM) embarked
on the ambitious “Century Project” to ensure that live pioneer
steam engine demonstrations will be around for another 100 years.

Just like people, steam engine boilers are not immune to aging. As
time goes by boilers can wear down and become unsafe to run. To
ensure the museum will always have an operational steam engine, it
was decided to equip one steam engine with a brand new boiler.

Thanks to a $5,000 NNM Foundation grant towards this project,
MAM volunteers are in the process of restoring the 1917 Sawyer-
Massey 27-82 HP steam engine with a brand new boiler. The arti-
fact originally came from the High Bluff area and was selected for
restoration because it represents a typical Canadian built steam
engine used during the mass settlement period of 1880-1920.

In 2014 the engine will be back in service again powering the live
threshing, sawmill and plowing steam demonstrations MAM hosts
throughout the year.
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The Austin Cemetery has completed the first round of marking
old unmarked graves, most dating back to the early 1900s. With
grants from the North Norfolk-MacGregor Foundation, RM of
North Norfolk, Austin and Area Lions Club and Austin Elementary
school Kids in Philanthropy (KIP), 11 markers were placed in
September at the cemetery. The Austin cemetery is very apprecia-
tive of the funds received to date. One additional memorial was
placed by a great niece for her great aunt and uncle.

The project began when the North Norfolk-MacGregor archives
were recording burials in the local cemeteries and gave the Austin
cemetery their list to check. While looking very close at the old 1940s
record book, it was noted it contained 39 possible burials that were
not marked with permanent memorials. Confirmation of the
remaining possible burials is in the process of being confirmed. This
is done, first by “wiring”, a process similar to water witching, using
extended metal coat hangers to acknowledge burial. Further know-
ledge comes from Manitoba vital statistics on line, obituaries, census
and ancestry.ca. In some cases, the latter resources do not material-
ize any information, therefore a memorial cannot be placed. At this
time we have four such confirmed graves with lack of this informa-
tion. Any help with finding statistical information or family contacts
of known, unmarked graves or even unknown burial sites at the
Austin cemetery would be greatly appreciated. A list has been com-
piled and is posted on the information board at the cemetery and on
line at northnorfolk.ca - click on services - then cemeteries.




