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Well, by now everyone knows why we live in
northeast Ohio. SNOW.

I can tolerate snow up to about 6” deep. After
6” its time to put one of God’s greatest gifts to work.
The snow blower! I love my snow blower. I got it last
year. If I had it to do over, I would have gotten a
heated handle. Also, I would have bought an auger
style. It throws much further.

You all likely know about the “reorganization”
at Mill Creek Parks. I feel sad and angry, especially
for Keith. And there may be other layoffs. I have had
limited communication with Keith. He seems to be
handling this with the same professionalism we have
all come to expect. He will be missed by The Men’s
Garden Club of Youngstown.

Based on past experience, I'm guessing Mr.
Schinker will be wanting to plant a few thousand
“plugs”. (Maybe by end of March??). Stand by.

Here’s a fun fact about potatoes. What Country
produces the most potatoes?? If you guessed China,
you are correct. 90 million tons, half of which is
exported and/or fed to livestock. The public do not
care for potatoes, except for french fries. Potatoes are
looked upon as peasant food. China’s government
wants to encourage people to eat more potatoes.
They use less water and are fast growing.

To those going to the seminar, see you Saturday.

Dave

General Meeting
% March 2nd, 2016 - 7:00 pm

/3

Board Meeting
March 9th, 2016 - 7:00 pm
All members welcome

resident’s Message - Mar.

The Mens
Garden Club of

Mill Creek MetroParks
MARCH EVENTS

Oungstown, Ohi . Health & wellness, golf, children’s & family activities,

Please Join Us!

The purpose of The Men’s Garden
Club of Youngstown is to create a

better understanding of gardening
and to encourage and promote the
beautification of our community.In
order to meet this endeavor, several civic
projects are completed each year.

Meetings are held the first
Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m.
in the D. D. Davis Center at Fellows
Riverside Garden. Members receive a
monthly newsletter, “The Germinator,
which has timely gardening hints,
club news and other local and regional
horticultural events. Members also
become members of The National Men’s
Garden Club of America.

Membership is open to residents of
the Mahoning Valley and surrounding
communities ~ with an interest in
gardening.

To join, contact us at:
Men’s Garden Club of Youngstown Ohio
% Membership Committee
123 McKinley Way
Youngstown, OH 44509
or on our website at www.mgcy.org

ST.PATRICK'S DAY
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nature hikes, horticulture shows & seminars,
workshops, crafts & more:

I Orchid walk up Clinic
6:00pm - 8:00pm
Bring your orchid for expert evaluation
6........Egg - Stravaganza - egg decorating, age 12 and
up. 11:30pm - 3:30pm
Call March Ist and 5th to register
25....... Botanical Mornings - Blossoming Spring at
Fellows Riverside Gardens

For a complete schedule and details:
www.millcreekmetroparks.com

Mill Creek MetroParks News
YOUNGSTOWN, Ohio (WKBN) - Mill
Creek MetroParks announced Thursday
that it will open Lakes Newport and Glacier
for public use on March 1. The regular
boating and fishing season for Mill Creek
MetroParks runs March 1 to November 30.
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80 Members ¢ 1 Associate « 32 Sponsors

New Member

Thomas Liggett, 6565 Moff Rd., Atwater, Oh 44201,
330.947.3388, business - 330.233. 3638, ligtom@att.net.
Tom is a heavy equipment mechanic with SDS
Earthmoving in Diamond, Oh. His spouse is Jean
Hannen. He enjoys growing veggies and flowers, and is
a member of the Alliance Garden Club. Other interests
include welding, leaded glass and beekeeping.
Welcome Aboard

John Fox - Master Gardener

In recognition of his dedication to our organization
by providing significant service to the gardening
ji = community, John
Fox was awarded the
MGCY Master
Gardener Award at
our February mem-
bership meeting.

When our club is
involved in a project,
chances are John will
contribute more than
his fair share of effort
and expertise. He has
been a valued
member of the
Greenhouse and Plant
Sale Committee, the Youth Gardening Committee,
Memorial Day monument plantings and many more. He
is also the Membership Committee Chairman whose
duties include compiling the data and expediting the
printing of our Membership Directory.

Congratulations and Many Thanks

MGCY Gardeners' Breakfast

Our next breakfast will be held Saturday, March 12th,
at Fellows Riverside
Gardens. Guests are
welcome. The menu
includes pancakes, eggs,
sausage,  juice and
coffee. The speaker will
be heirloom tomato guru
Jay Coy. Price is $5. We'll begin eating at 9am. If you
can help with preparations, show up at 7:30am. In order

Mwym%/@m g{fww Since 1930

for Bob McGowan to have an idea how many will be
attending and who will be available for prep, see him or
call 330.518.6397, or email rjfmcgowan@aol.com.

Home & Garden Show Booth

We'll be showing the flag at the Home & Garden
Show Friday thru Sunday, April 8-10, at the Canfield

Fair Grounds. It is a great opportunity to build public
awareness of our contributions to the community,
give gardening advice and recruit new members. We
would prefer at least two members per four hour
session so call Dan Miller, 330.540.0954, to schedule
your slot.

Windows 10 Printer Upgrade

One of the downsides of the Germinator being
mainly delivered via email is that, when readers who
have upgraded to MicroSoft Windows 10 try to print it
out, it doesn't work. Upgrading the operating system
requires also upgrading the printer. Before upgrading the
operating system, go to the printer's website and see if
there is an upgrade for your printer. Below are the
websites of four of the most popular printer brands.

Canon - www.usa.canon.com/...windows-10-
upgrade

HP - support.hp.com/us-in/document/c04568195

Brother - support.brother.com/s/id/os/windows.html

Epson - www.epson.com/support/windows10

If you have an older printer model and there is no
listed upgrade, and you are satisfied with the present
operating system (say Windows 7), we suggest that you
reconsider going to Windows 10. Be advised, that most
brands only offer upgrades from Windows 7, 8 and 8.1.
In most cases you will have to delete your old printer
driver before upgrading. These sites usually give
detailed instructions.
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Horticulture This & That

Aeroponic Tower Garden

When Bob Lilko was growing up on Youngstown's west
side, he dreamed of having his own vegetable garden. Fast
forward to twelve years ago when he had an 800 sq. ft. garden
in Mayfield Heights. Like many realized dreams, Bob's began
to lose some of its luster as time restraints and age taxed his
ability to maintain the plot.

His presentation of the Aeroponic Tower Garden at our
February membership
meeting provided an
alternative for people
in his situation who
still want to grow
their ~ own  fresh
veggies. People living
in condos  where
board bylaws prohibit
gardens may also find
this system fitting
their needs.

The system is : i
comprised of a 20 gal. ="
base that serves as a reservoir for water and liquid nutrients,
and a pump that distributes the solution up through five
stacked sections each having four notches for plants. A sterile
medium block (rockwool) is placed in each notch and a seed
planted therein. The kit includes all of the above including
nutrient solution and a pH tester because, as time passes, the
reservoir solution will require adjustment due to increased
acidity.

It would probably take some experimentation to learn
what plants for which the system is best suited but we'd expect

0 i to see annual flowers,
lettuce and herbs in the
top section; the middle
sections for plants like
bush beans; and the
bottom  section  for
vining.

The system does
best on patios, decks and
in indoor areas with
south or east facing
- —_— windows. Indoor
growing requires frequent turning. Bob says indoor
fluorescent lighting is sufficient. Stronger lighting can be
bought online or at hydroponic gardening centers where
nutrients and rockwool are also available. At over $500, the
system may be more suited when deployed as a annual floral
decoration with some herbs and salad greens added.

For more info, contact Bob at rlilko@aol.com or go to
www.towergarden.com.

Deer /Talk Radio Strategery

Long drives through rural areas often means radio
reception is limited to AM talk radio with an opinionated
motor mouth - Glenn Beck? - yammering in your ear.
Depending on your
patience or political
leaning, you might
imagine reaching
through the dashboard
and grabbing him by
the throat. Turns out
Bambi doesn't care for
inane chatter either.

Member Paul Shanabarger had tried many repellants
and deterrents to keep varmints away from his plants.
Then, knowing that most animals will avoid humans, he
placed an old radio atop a bucket, tuned it to an all talk
radio station and placed another bucket over it to keep it
dry. The volume needn't be set very high as deer have
excellent hearing. Paul hasn't had any deer problems since.

OSU Master Gardener Training

Training will begin March 9th for Ohio State University
Extension Master Gardener/Naturalist volunteers at the
extension offices in Canfield. Classes be on Wednesdays, 9am
- 3pm, through May 11th. Volunteers provide such community
educational services as: Answering gardening questions from
the public; conducting plant clinics; gardening activities with
children, senior citizens and disabled; and other activities. For
an application visit http://go.osu.edu/2016class. For more info
call 330.533.5538.

Orchid Exhibit At Fellows

The Jewels of Winter Orchid Exhibit will be on display

at the Davis Center
Tuesday to Sunday,
9am - 5pm, through March 13th. During e
the heart of winter, find the spirit of the tropics by observing
plants like tomatoes and cucumbers these exotic beauties on
display. The "Flying Duck" orchid - Caleana major - center,
evolved a pollination strategy that lures a male wasp into
attempting to mate with what it believes is a female.

There will be an orchid walk-up clinic on March 2nd,
6pm-8pm. An expert will examine, evaluate, talk about your
plant's culture and help repot if necessary.
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More Horticulture
Natural Seedling Fungicide

Many of us will soon be sowing seeds in flats and
one common problem is a fungal attack on sprouting
seedlings known as "damping-off'. One type of this
fungus prevents germinating, but the most serious type
kills seedlings not long after they sprout. The plants rot
at their bases and fall over, or just wither and die.

If a gardener runs into this problem, he should
consider using ground or milled sphagnum moss across
the flat or in between the rows of seeds. The acidity of

' the moss prevents the fungus
from developing.

Sprinkle a quarter inch
of ground sphagnum
between the rows of seeds or
lightly dust it across the top
of the entire tray. If the
ground or milled variety is

unavailable, simply run regular sphagnum between your
hands to grind it yourself. Having an oscillating fan
gently blowing on the seedlings also helps prevent
disease and promotes strong stems.
Gardener to Gardener E-newsletter at nga@garden.org

Too Much Organic Matter In Soil?

Building Great Soil, an article at Garden.org, is a
very good tutorial on improving your garden by
amending the soil. A soil test is the first step and, in
most cases, results a recommendation to add organic
(compost or green manure) matter. While most
experienced gardeners hype the benefits of compost, one
expert prefers green manures and cover crops.

Making and spreading compost is labor intensive
while green manures usually involves only sowing and
tilling. In addition, some cover .
crops like buckwheat attract
beneficial insects. The
downside is that summer cover
crops like buckwheat take up
space. A partial remedy is to
plant a summer cover crop in
one quarter of the total
growing area and work it into a crop rotation scheme.
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The article recommends first time cover-croppers
start with buckwheat and goes on to describe the various
means of introducing it into the soil. Also mentioned
were summer crops of Sudan grass and sunn hemp. Fall
planted green manures include vetch, sweet clover and
bell beans.

In most cases, there is no such thing as too much
organic matter in garden soil. In the clay soils that most
of our readers deal with, however, you can have too
much of a good thing. Excess organic matter will often
result in severe soil cracking. To prevent this, no more
than one third of the soil should be vegetable matter.
When planting to a six inch depth, the general rule is to
add no more than three inches of organic matter.

MetroParks Shakeup

The recent Mill Creek MetroParks reorganization
came as a surprise to many of us who value our area's
"Emerald Jewel" and use its facilities. With the board of
directors reported full backing, first year MetroParks
Executive Director Aaron Young "downsized" some
positions and redefined others.

Among those losing their jobs were Naturalist Ray
Novotny and Horticulture Director Keith Kaiser, both of
whom had served the park system for nearly three
decades. This was probably only the first step in a stated
effort to increase efficiency while reducing costs.

For many Men's Garden Club of Youngstown
members, Keith was the face of Fellows Riverside
Gardens. Nonprofit organizations who have used the
Fellows and Davis Center facilities for meetings,
projects and educational events are grateful for his
assistance. Our club has long enjoyed his cooperation
with our Winter Seminars, Horticulture Shows, Fall
Plant Sales and other functions held at Fellows. He also
led our Horticulture Scholarship search.

While hoping that the reorganization brings the
intended results, we have to wonder about the reported
methods used. For Keith to be called on the carpet, fired
and then made to immediately clear out his office under
the watchful eye of park police seems inappropriate
considering his position and length of service. Given his
knowledge and skill, we're sure Keith will be okay.

To paraphrase an old Irish toast, we wish that
fateful Friday was the worst day of the rest of his life
and the lives of Ray and the others who took the hit. We
also hope that our club's and other nonprofit's excellent
relationship with MetroParks continues to our mutual
benefit. Dave Campana, editor
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Bunnies, Chicks & Easter
Resurrection Sunday, one of the most

important Christian celebration occurs on
or after the vernal equinox. If you go by
the Gregorian calendar, which most of us
do, that can be anywhere between March
22 and April 25. Some eastern and
Orthodox churches, however, use the
Julian calendar which dates the
celebration between April 3 and May 10.
Now that we've cleared that up, let's take
a lighter view of Easter.

'Q

P

"Poor guy. Right bafore Easter too.”

What happens when you pour steaming
water down a rabbit hole?
You get a hot cross bunny.

Where does the Easter bunny eat
breakfast?
IHOP

AND THAT'S HOW EASTER
EGGS ARE MADE

Just say you hid
the eggs and
they'll be looking
for hours.

Thank you to the MGCY Friends for their Civic Fund donations.

Members are urged to give them a visit.

ANTHONY J BILLET
LANDSCAPE
188 Palestine Ave
Boardman, OH 44512
(330) 758-8225

BAIRD BROTHERS SAWMILL

7060 Crory Rd.
Canfield, OH 44406
330-533-3122
www.bairdbrothers.com

PAM BAYTOS
Levi05@zoominternet.net
330-547-2126

BLUESTONE PERENNIALS
7211 Middle Ridge Rd.
Madison, OH 44057
800-852-5243
www.bluestoneperennials.com

BRENT & BECKY’S BULBS
7900 Daffodil Lane
Gloucester, VA 23061
877-661-2852
www.brentandbeckysbulbs.com

C & C RIBBON & FLORIST
8204 South Avenue Ext.
Boardman, OH 44512
330-758-6051

A man noticed his
not-so-bright neighbor walking
a peacock on a leash and had to
ask, "What are you going to do
with that bird?"

"I just wanted to be sure,"
the neighbor said with a smile,
"That my Easter eggs were
organic."

Silly Rabbit,
Easter is for
Jesus!
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KRIDLER GARDENS
4809 Homeworth Rd.
Homeworth, OH 44634
330-525-7914
www.kridler-gardens.com

CONIFER KINGDOM
6450 Brush Creek Drive, NE
Box 1581
Silverton, Oregon 97381
503-874-4123
www.coniferkingdom.com

ConiferKingdom@gmail.com PAW PAW EVERLAST
Conifers & Japanese Maples Mail Order LABEL COMPANY
P.O. Box 93-GS
CROUSE TRUE VALUE Paw Paw, MI
HARDWARE www.everlastlabel.com
1178 Market St.

POSSESSIONS
FINE WOMEN’S CLOTHING
924 Boardman-Canfield Rd.
Boardman, OH 44512
330-726-2267

North Lima, OH 44452
330-549-2144
www.truevaluetrains@zoominternet.net

DAVIDSON’S RESTAURANT
3636 Canfield Rd
Canfield, Ohio 44406 POWERHOUSE
EQUIPMENT CO.
2828 Mahoning Ave.
Youngstown, OH 44509

330-799-4566

DJ’S GREENHOUSE
1004 E. Lake Rd.
Transfer, PA 16154
724-962-1230

www.djsgreenhouse.com ROBERT SENN
PHOTOGRAPHY STUDIO
EARTH SUN MOON 2994 Whispering Pines

TRADING CO.

111 N. Center St.
Grove City, PA 16127
888-458-1687
www.earthsunmoon.com

Canfield, OH 44406
330-792-4377
www.studio@robertsenn.com

TOWN N’ COUNTRY
NURSERY
13528 South Avenue
Columbiana, OH 44408
234-759-3781

FIRST CHOICE JEWELRY
7807 Market St.
Boardman, OH 44512
330-629-9990
www.firstchoicecoins@sbcglobal.net SENIOR NEWS
P.O. Box 2868
GREEN VALLEY SEED Youngstown, OH 44511
7472 Akron-Canfield Rd. (Rt. 224)
Canfield, OH 44406

330-533-4353

SELECTED SPECIALTIES
Special Ordered Vehicles
Youngstown, OH 44509

Bill MacPherson
330-799-3000

HANDYMAN HARDWARE
& SUPPLY
4351 Kirk Rd. (at Raccoon Rd.)

Austintown, OH 44511 TAYLOR KIA OF BOARDMAN

330-793-1268 870 Market St
Youngstown, Ohio
HOUSE DOCTORS 758-7281

WINDOW & DOOR
998 Tibbetts-Wick Rd.
Girard, OH 44420
330-539-0111

WILD BIRDS UNLIMITED
90 Boardman-Canfield Rd.
Boardman, OH 44512
330-629-2473
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c/o Newsletter Editor
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123 McKinley Ave. « Youngstown, OH 44509
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Happy First Pay of Spring!

ounday, March 20, 2016

calendar of events

General Meeting .........ceereercrrernererrennee FRG.... 7:00 pm
Floriculture MCCTC COMP .eonerrervermeerreererernens 8:00 am
Board Meeting........cc...comevcermmecerrerceereonnee FRG...... 7:00 pm
Spring Breakfast.. FRG coovverimceerineceerinseseerineseens 9:00 am
March 25.....corverrerernens National Photography entries are due
APl 1 oo National Scholarship Applications due
APIL 6 oo General Meeting ..........eereemnercereomrermennes FRG covvvvrircverineeeerineesernieseens 7:00 pm
April 8,9, 10 Home and Garden Show.........ccccconvevervenne. Canfield ......coveeverrneccerinen. 12 noon-8 pm
APIl 9 oo CGLRG Meeting ..Kingwood Gardens................un... 10:00 am
Board Meeting......... ..FRG 7:00 pm
General Meeting FRG ....7:00 pm
Spring Plant Sale .........covevvvvoneeverrnneccerinnne. MASCO Greenhouse............cceeerereenens 9-6
Board Meeting FRG. ....7:00 pm
General Mtg./Plant Auction................uue... Bdmn Park...........ccconnnce. 6:00 - 7:00 pm
Board Meeting FRG... ..7:00 pm
General Meeting.......... FRG... 7:00 pm
Board Meeting FRG 7:00 pm
National Convention..........cceewerervenneee Green Bay, Wisconsin
CGLG Summer Convention ... Wooster, Ohio
August 3 Steak Fry/General Meeting ...................... Larry Ducks home............ccoouue. 6 &7 pm
August 10.....eveeeereenenne Board Meeting.... FRG 7:00 pm
August 11.coevveeererernenne Scrappers Ball Game ...........couevcevenererrennen. Eastwood Field, Niles OH............ 5:30 pm
August 19............ Setup for Horticulture Show ........ccccoveunee. FRG....... 12noon
August 20, 21 Horticulture Show FRG coovvvrreeerrieseerienesesnisnssenees 7:00 am
August 31....oevereercrrinnne Canfield Fair Starts ........c....cooeeverveeccereennene Canfield Fairgrounds......... 10 am - 10 pm
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THE MGEY
2016 OFFICERS

PRESIDENT
David E. Causer
330-549-3669 « davidcauserl4@yahoo.com

15T VICE PRESIDENT
Pat Cunning
adopcenter@aol.com

282 VICE PRESIDENT
Bruce Brungard
330-793-1307 « bgbhhi@live.com

TREASURER
Robert J. McGowan
P.O. Box 724 « Canfield, OH 44406
330-518-6397 rjfmcgowan@aol.com

RECORDING SECRETARY
Joe Fagnano
330-533-2475 (H) « 330-559-5295 (C)
jlfagnano@hotmail.com

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY
Michael Banks
330-707-9089 (H) « 330-565-0592 (C)
mcbankspaint@yahoo.com

GERMINATOR STAFF
David Campana
David E. Causer « Dan Miller
Robert P. Stas, Photographer
Joseph Alessi, Jr., Editor Emeritus
mgcygerminator@aol.com




