
President’s Message 

 August was a very busy month but you came through with flying 
colors. Speaking of which, our flag flew high at the Horticulture Show 
and Canfield Fair information booth.  

Your participation at the Show is to be commended. It went off 
without a hitch and we were pleased to see a dramatic increase in Youth 
Division entries. In the future, we would like to see more members 
submitting their plants for judging. You don’t know what you’re 
missing until participating in this iconic club event. 

All info booth slots at the Fair’s Floral Building were manned 
throughout the six day 
event. Members 
handed out daffodil 
and tulip bulbs giving 
advice on how and 
when to plant them. 
They also answered 
questions on a variety 
of gardening topics. A 
number of visitors expressed interest in joining our organization. 

Our September membership meeting location was an unexpected 
and delightful treat. Rodney Toth’s landscapes and veggie gardens are 
astonishingly beautiful involving a significant amount of time and 
sweat. When still in the landscaping business he must have spent almost 
every waking hour playing with plants. We must also thank Terry 
Voland for handing out bottles of delicious, home grown honey. 

With growing interest in micro- and home brewing beer, we are 
looking forward to Bob Bero’s Hops presentation at our October mem-
bership meeting. Be sure you put on you name tag and return it 
afterwards. These tags will help us become more familiar with one 
another. And don’t forget to fill out the membership information forms, 
available at the president’s desk, and hand them in with your 2019 dues.  

Autumn means pumpkins and two events celebrate the gourd. On 
Oct. 13, the Oho Valley Giant Pumpkin Assn. will hold its weigh-off at 
Parks’ Greenhouse in Canfield. And on Oct. 14, Fellows Riverside 
Gardens will host its Pumpkin Walk, a great time for the entire family.     

I’d again like to thank Tom Arens for accepting both the chairman-
ship of our Winter Seminar and volunteering for the office of vice 
president. These acts of selflessness were more necessary than most 
members realize and will ensure the existing character of our 
organization remains for some time to come.    Sincerely;  

 Bruce Brungard,  President 

Membership Meeting 
7pm, Wednesday, Oct.3 

Fellows Riverside Gardens 
Speaker: Bob Bero 

Subject: Hops  
Guests Welcome 
Board Meeting 

6:30p, Wednesday, Oct. 10 
Austintown Library 

All Members Welcome 
 
 
 

MetroParks In Sept.  
Dance Classes       2,9,16,23 
Making Art W/ Nature  6,7 
Pick A Pumpkin      6,7,13,14,20,21 
Wabler Walk        7 
American Chestnut Tree      7 
Pumpkin Carving   9,11-13 
Photo Clique             10,21 
Birding The Sanctuary     13,14 
Great Pumpkin Walk    14 
Family Halloween Bash    20 
Birding 101        21,29 
Hypertufa Bark Planter    22 
Chinese Cuisine Basics    23 
Naturalist Series: Bats         24,27 
Botanical Mornings                  26 
Picnic In The Park                    27 
Golf Shop Sale                     28-31                        

www.millcreekmetroparks.org 
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Club News 

85 Members 2 Associates

MGCY Judges In Stow Show 
 On Aug. 18th, TGCA/MGCA certified judges from 
our club judged the Garden Club of Kent’s Horticulture 
Show at Bonnie Bailey’s place in Stow. Tom Arens and 
Tom Liggett are relatively new to the craft and this may 
have been their first outing. The rest have a long history 
of nitpicking the minor irregularities of otherwise perfect 
specimens.   

 Front Row: Joe Alessi, Dan Burns & Lynn Hoffman.
Back Row: Tom Arens, John Schinker, Rodney Toth & Tom 
Liggett.

We’re kidding, of course. Flower show judging is a 
skill that should be honored and encouraged. In addition 
to advancing botanical skills and exposing gardeners to 
new plant options, these exhibitions promote an activity 
that enhances people’s lives. 

Can�ield Fair Info Booth 
Led most recently by MGCY President Bruce 

Brungard, our long-running participation at the Canfield 
Fair exposes Mahoning 
Valley residents to our 
clubís contributions to area 
horticulture. The well 
appointed booth had 
handouts that helped 
educate gardeners on both 
immediate and potential 
issues affecting their 
vegetables and landscapes. 
 Hugh Earnhartís 
gardening skill was again 
recognized with his huge 
hanging basket taking Best-
In-Show at the Floral 
Building. Too bad it was 
prohibited from entry in 

our Horticulture Show due to 
Schedule size restrictions.  
 Our friend Ashley Kannal 
also made her presence known 
by winning blue ribbons with 
her asparagus fern hanging 
basket and several coleus 
entries.  
 

Toth Botanical Gardens Tour 
 Except for singing entertainment and a few extra 
goodies, it was déjà vu at Rodney and Kay Toth’s 
excellent landscapes. For the first time in years, there 
was no highly anticipated Labor Day Tour, so when 

Rodney volunteered access to his gardens in lieu of our 
September membership meeting, we were thankful and 
delighted. With a picture being worth a thousand words, 

we’ll let Paul Iden’s photos speak for themselves.   
 Rodney shared a few gardening tips during the tour. 
He mulches his beds with fallen leaves from the many 
trees on the property. Fertilizer is primarily 5-10-10. 
Disease-free plant matter is discarded onto an area at the 
edge of the property in what amounts to a giant compost 
pile. Many plant starts pop up in the Spring which he 
transplants including petunias and gourds.  

More of Rodney’s tips and photos will appear in the 
November issue of the Germinators. 

Helping our Valley to Grow Since 1930
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MGCY 54th Annual Horticulture Show 
 While saying the show was the most fun a person could have while vertical might be a stretch, 
participating gardeners (with one exception) would likely place it in the top three. From her reaction when 
learning Show results, Ashley Kannal had the 
time of her life. Since her days as a Mahoning 
County Board of Developmental Disabilities 
workshop client, Ashley has always been one of 
the most enthusiastic gardeners we know. Her 
dedication to horticulture was rewarded with 2 
Best-In-Section awards (Annuals – coleus and 
Hanging Basket – asparagus fern), and placing 
third in the Sweepstakes competition. Here she is 
beaming over another blue ribbon coleus entry.    
 As she did a couple of years ago, Cindy 
Salerno edged out Horticulture Show Chairman Rodney Toth in the Sweepstakes. In addition to many 
blue ribbons, Cindy took Best-Of-Sections with her Alocasia ‘Calidora’ leaf in Bulbs, Tubers, Corms, 
etc., and Miniature Rose ‘White Bride’ in Roses. Rodney had section winners in Dahlias (Harvey Koop), 
and Potted Plants (Colacasia ‘Coffee Cups’). Vince Cappittee won Best-In-Show with his 7 ft. plus 

‘Kentucky Green Gourd’ in the Ornamentals Section. Show clerks were afraid of breaking this monster so 
they moved the entire table into the display room. Vince has a 12 footer still growing at home and will 
enter it in the Giant Pumpkin competition at Parksí Greenhouse. Imagine how long it will be when the 
competition takes place in October. The gourd has to be in contention for a new world record. 
 We had a decent turnout in the Youth Division with some excellent entries. Remy Sharpless won 

Best-In-Show with a ‘Red Dynasty’ Cabbage in the Vegetables Section while placing second in the  
Sweepstakes competition. Cole Dotson won the Sweepstakes with entries including his ‘Aunt Molly’s  
                    Continued on Page 4page 3
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Horticulture Show continued from page 3.
Ground Cherries in the Fruits Section and Hollyhock Malva ‘Zebrina’ in the Perennials/Biennials Section. 
Cole is Rodney Toth’s grandson so we know where he gets his green thumb genes. Remy attends the Mill 
Creek MetroParks Veggie Garden Program. Leroy McRue who placed third in the Sweepstakes race 
attends Gardening Partners Program at the Ohio State University Extension in Canfield. 

Other Adult Section Winners

Top row: Miniature Rose ‘White Bride’ (Cindy Salerno); Fruit - ‘Concord Grapes’ (Terry Voland); Perennials/Biennials 
– Hosta ‘Appletini’ (Cynthia Faust); Dahlia ‘Harvey Koup’ (Rodney Toth); Woody Plants – Hibiscus ‘Showtime’ (Dave 
Campana); Middle Row: Vegetables – Mixed Basket (Robert Voland); Bulbs, Corms, etc. – Alocasia ‘Calidora’ (Salerno); 
Potted Plants – Colacasia ‘Coffee Cups’ (Toth); Succulents – Portulacaria afra ‘Elephant Bush’ (Tom Arens); Hanging 
Container  - Asparacus Fern (Ashley Kannal); Bottom Row: Annuals – Coleus (Kannal); Bonsai – Serissa (Steve Soltis); 
Bo Korody Largest Zinnia (Toth – 4.25”); Larry Whetson Heaviest Tomato (Norman Cappitte – 3.25#).

It wouldn’t be a proper flower show without knowledgeable, dedicated and impartial judges.  

Front Row: Bob Bell, Mary Ann Ferguson Rich, Barb Heleny, Bob Bordner.                  Bruce Brungard judging Larry 
Back Row: Jack Anderson, Angie Anderson, Les Knight, Renee Weaver, John              Whetson Heaviest (ugliest &             
Schinker, Joe Alessi, David Rich. juiciest) Tomato.page 4
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Earth Sun Moon trading Co.
111 North Center St
Grove City, Pa 16127

888-458-16127
www.earthsunmoon.com

Elliot’S gardEn CEntEr
1283 w. western Reserve Rd

Poland, Oh 44514
330-758-8889

FaMouS hair #91
421 East Main Street
Canfield, OH 44406

330-702-0213

FitnESS togEthEr
6579 Ironwood Blvd
Canfield - Howland - 

Poland, Oh 44506
330-702-1311

www.ftyoungstown.com

gardEning-indoor
9215 Market Street

North Lima, OH 44452
330-758-0272

www.gardening-indoors.com 

dEbbiE gonda, lMt
23 Lisbon Street   

Suite A 
Canfield, OH 44406

330-402-7303
buckeyemassage@gmail.com

grEEn VallEy SEEd
7472 Akron-Canfield Rd, Rte 224

Canfield, Oh 44406
330-533-4353

grEiEr ag CEntEr
9585 Columbiana-Canfield Rd

Canfield, Oh 44406
330-533-6937

handEl’S iCE CrEaM
3830 Starr Centre Dr
Canfield, Oh 44406

330-702-8270
www.handelsicecream.com

handyMan hardwarE 
& Supply

4351 Kirk Rd
youngstown, Oh 44511

330-793-1268

houSE doCtorS 
window & door
998 Tibbetts-wick Rd

Girard, Oh 44420
330-539-0111

JiMMy’S italian SpECialtiES
3230 Belmont Avenue

youngstown, OH 44515
330-759-2904

Johnny’S rEStaurant
7807 Market St

youngstown, Oh 44512

KEStEr’S KriaS
MGCy Member

Pulaski, Pa

KridlEr gardEnS
4809 Homeworth Rd

Homeworth, Oh 44634
330-525-7914

www.kridler-gardens.com

lEo’S riStorantE
7042 East Market St
warren, Oh 44484

330-856-5291

lou’S bEEr & winE CEllar
2975 Canfield-Niles Rd
youngstown, Oh 44515

330-799-2059

MEn’S gardEn Club oF 
youngStown
123 McKinley Ave

youngstown, Oh 44509
www.mgcy.org

parKS gardEn CEntEr
9010 youngstown-Salem Rd

Canfield, Oh 44406
330-533-7278

robErt MCgowan, lpl 
FinanCial

MGCy Member
3736 Boardman-Canfield Rd

Canfield, Oh 44406
330-533-2320

SalVatorE’S italian grill
8720 East Market St
warren, Oh 44484

330-609-7777

riChard StatES
MGCy Member

VErnon’S CaFé
720 youngstown-warren Rd

Niles, Oh 44406
330-652-1381

www.vernonscafe.com

VillagE pharMaCy / 
aCE hardwarE
 10395 Main Street

New Middletown, OH 44442
(330)-542-2803

wEdgEwood pizza
1622 Raccoon Rd

youngstown, Oh 44515
330-799-2102

whitEhouSE Fruit FarMS
9249 youngstown-Salem Rd

Canfield, Oh 44406
330-533-4161

wild birdS unliMitEd
90 Boardman-Canfield Rd.

youngstown, Oh 44512
330-629-2473

thE youngStown playhouSE   
600 Playhouse Lane

PO Box 11108
youngstown, OH 44511-1108

(330)-788-8739
www.theyoungstownplayhouse.com
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diCK adgatE FloriSt
4257 Market St

youngstown, Oh 44512
330-788-5054

artiSt at worK
337 Elm St

Struthers, OH
330-755-4922

aawfriends@yahoo.com

baird brothErS
7060 Crory Rd

Canfield, Oh 44406
330-533-3122

info@bairdbrothers.com

paM baytoS
330-547-2126

levi05@zoominternet.net

bErnard daniElS luMbEr
260 Railroad St

Canfield, Oh 44406
330-533-2211

Charly’S rEStaurant
4455 Kirk Rd

youngstown, Oh 44515
330-799-5569

Colonial gardEnS
1419 youngstown-Kingsville Road SE

Vienna, OH 44473
http://www.colonialgardensohio.com

CrouSE truE ValuE 
hardwarE
1178 Market St

North Lima, Oh 44452
330-549-2144

daVidSon’S rEStaurant
3636 Canfield Road

Canfield (Cornersburg), OH 44406
330-793-0033

dJ’S grEEnhouSE
1004 East Lake Rd
Transfer, Pa 16154

724-962-1230
www.djsgreenhouse.com

dr williaM S. diorio
Podiatrist

Center Road
Poland OH 44514 

330-757-9444

Thank you to the MGCY Friends for their Civic Fund donations.
Members are urged to give them a visit.
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October 3 ...............General Meeting .......................FRG .............................. 7:00 pm

October 10 .............Board Meeting ..........................APL .............................. 6:30 pm

October 27 .............CGLG Meeting .........................Kingwood Gardens .. 10:00 am

November 7 ...........General Meeting .......................FRG .............................. 7:00 pm

November 14 .........Board Meeting ..........................APL .............................. 6:30 pm

December 5 ...........Board Meeting ..........................APL .............................. 6:30 pm

December 12 .........Christmas Dinner ....................A La Cart, Canf, OH .. 6:00 pm

  Please Join Us!
The purpose of The Men’s Garden Club of youngstown is to create a better understanding of gardening and to 

encourage and promote the beautification of our community.In order to meet this endeavor, several civic projects are 
completed each year.

Meetings are held the first wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the D. D. Davis Center at Fellows Riverside 
Garden. Members receive a monthly newsletter, “The Germinator,” which has timely gardening hints, club news and other 
local and regional horticultural events. Members also become members of The National Men’s Garden Club of America.

Membership is open to residents of the Mahoning Valley and surrounding communities  with an interest in gardening.
 To join, contact us at: Men’s garden Club of youngstown ohio
     % Membership Committee
     123 McKinley way
     youngstown, OH 44509
     or on our website at www.mgcy.org page 6

Men’s Garden Club of youngstown Ohio
c/o Newsletter Editor

123 McKinley Ave. • Youngstown, OH 44509

www.mgcy.org

    Calendar of events
prESidEnt

Bruce Brungard
bgbhhi@live.com • 330-793-1307

1St ViCE prESidEnt
Tom Arens

2nd ViCE prESidEnt
Vacant

trEaSurEr
Robert J. McGowan

P.O. Box 724 • Canfield, OH 44406
330-518-6397• rjfmcgowan@aol.com

rECording SECrEtary
Joe Fagnano

330-533-2475 (H) • 330-559-5295 (C)
jlfagnano@hotmail.com

CorrESponding SECrEtary
Michael Banks

330-707-9089 (H) • 330-565-0592 (C)
mcbankspaint@yahoo.com

gErMinator StaFF
David Campana, Editor

mgcygerminator@gmail.com
Tom Arens
Dan Miller

Paul Iden, Photographer

THE MGCY 
2018 OFFICERS



2019 Membership Renewal  Men’s Garden Club of Youngstown 

The membership renewal campaign for the 2019 year will begin in September with the 
goal to have the renewals completed prior to the board meeting in December. 
This will allow the publishing of the Membership Directory earlier in 2019. 

  Annual dues are $25.00 per year. 

  Life/Associate dues are $10.00 per year. 

  Life Memberships are available for $210.00 per individual. 

 Your name: ____________________________________________ 

 Renewal amount:  ______________________________________ 

To help keep our directory updated fill in those changes listed below, otherwise the 
information will remain the same in the next directory. 

Address: _________________________________ City/State/ZIP: _____________________ 

Phone #: __________________________Cell #: _____________________________ 

Email:__________________________________________________ 

Committee Interests (circle your interests) 
Audit/Ways Means:  Awards:  Civic:  Plant Sale:  History:   Horticultural:  
Information Tech:  Membership:  Newsletter:  Nominations:    
Public Relations:  Refreshment:  Scholarship:  Special Activities 

Print this form and include with check made payable to “Men’s Garden Club of 
Youngstown.”  bring them to our meetings or mail them to Robert McGowan, P.O.Box 
724, Canfield, OH. 44406 
Cash or checks will be accepted by Bob at any regular meeting. 




