


One organization, two campuses



To provide bayfront 
sanctuaries connecting people 
with air plants of the world, 

native nature, and our 
regional history.



Progress on the 
Master Plan for our 
Downtown Sarasota 

Campus



WHY IS THE WORK OF SELBY 
GARDENS IMPORTANT?



ALL LIFE ON EARTH DEPENDS ON PLANTS

• Plants provide

– 96% of the oxygen we breathe

– Food

– Medicine

– Shelter

– Clean water

– A cooling system for our planet



SELBY GARDENS’ ROLE

• Advance plant research to inform world-
wide conservation efforts

• Build awareness about the importance of 
plants to life as we know it



MAP OF SCIENTIFIC WORK



WHY IS SELBY GARDENS’ 
DOWNTOWN CAMPUS 

MASTER PLAN NECESSARY?



TO SOLVE THESE KEY CHALLENGES

• Protect the world’s best scientifically-documented collections of 
Orchids and Bromeliads, which had been housed in aging 
infrastructure located in a flood zone

• Welcome thousands of visitors who wish to connect with Selby 
Gardens, but cannot be accommodated

• Preserve historical treasures and our 15-acre oasis in the heart of 
downtown for generations to come

• Provide long-term fiscal and environmental sustainability
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P H A S E 2 S I T E P L A N
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Tour ing P h a s e 2…
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Co nse r va t o r y
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Addit ional Main D isp la y



Main D i s p l a y H o u s e
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Jewel  House
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E p i p h y t e Operat ive Ce nt e r
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BOTANICAL GARDENS - PHASE 2 PROGRAMMIN
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L e a r n i n g Pavi l ion
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OTHER UPDATES



THE LIVING MUSEUM®



ROTATING EXHIBITS

The Orchid Show
Highlights our own living, 

preserved, and bibliographic 
collections

Jean & Alfred Goldstein     
Exhibition Series 

Connects nature to the arts



RESULTS OF THE LIVING MUSEUM® 
OPERATING MODEL

• Increased membership by 170% to 24,000 
member households

• Increased overall earned revenues by 141%



ARTIST IN RESIDENCE
PATTI SMITH: A BOOK OF DAYS

Patti Smith: A Book of Days

November 9, 2024 – August 31, 2025

Historic Spanish Point Campus
Open daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.





Programs



LIGHTS IN BLOOM® 
FAMILY TOGETHERNESS NIGHT

• Over 1,300 children and families from Title I schools, as well as local youth 
serving organizations (Boys and Girls Club, Sarasota Housing Authority, Girls 
Inc., and others) enjoyed Lights in Bloom on December 13, 2024



BOTANY



-



RARE BOOK DONATION TO 
LIBRARY COLLECTION



THEATRUM BOTANICUM

THE THEATER OF PLANTS
OR

An Universall and Compleate 
HERBALL

Composed by John Parkinson
Apothecare of London, and 

the Kings Herbarist

London
Printed by Tho: Cotes

1640





ROOFTOP EDIBLE GARDEN 







UPCOMING EVENTS: 
FOR INFORMATION GO TO SELBY.ORG

• Enchanted Garden Family Festival (HSPC) – Saturday, March 22 and Sunday, March 23
• Architecture Sarasota Hiss Award Lecture (DSC) – Thursday, March 27
• Architecture Sarasota Hiss Award Dinner (DSC) – Friday, March 28
• Spring Lunch in the Gardens (DSC) – Wednesday, April 9
• Legacy Luncheon (DSC) – Friday, April 11
• Spring Exhibition Evening featuring The Sarasota Ballet’s Margaret Barbieri Conservatory 

(DSC) – Wednesday, April 16
• Easter Brunch (DSC) – Sunday, April 20
• Garden Music Series featuring Ravon Rhoden (DSC) – Sunday, April 27
• Gospel Jubilee in the Gardens (DSC) – Saturday, May 10
• Mother’s Day Brunch (DSC) – Sunday, May 11
• Performances at the Point featuring Allie Sawicki (HSPC) – Wednesday, May 21



2024 PHILIP HANSON HISS AWARD
HONORING OLIN STUDIO

The Hiss Award is bestowed annually to an 
individual or organization that pioneers and / or 
champions the guiding principles including 
modern design that is: 
• Adapted to its natural environment and 

responsive to its socio-cultural context
• Innovative and often experimental
• Informed by and promoting democratic ideals 

and expressive of its civic responsibility such as 
accessibility for people and communities of all 
backgrounds and abilities. 

• Special consideration is given to those who 
have undertaken a project in Sarasota or Florida 
and / or who have an affiliation with one or 
more of the designers associated with the 
Sarasota School. 

Upcoming Events at Selby Gardens’ 
Downtown Sarasota Campus

• Thursday, March 27 – Hiss Award 
Lecture

• Friday, March 28 – Hiss Award 
Celebration Dinner, Chaired by Teri 
Hansen and Jennifer Rominiecki
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