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What are the impacts of climate change in 
Yorkshire?

Rising CO2 
levels

Rising 
temperatures

More 
extreme 
weather

Sea level rise





Sea level rise

sealevel.climatecentral.org/maps



Storms and surface water flooding - Stokesley



“I don’t think I’ll ever get over it to be honest. When I look at 
photos of the remains of the inside of the pub following the 
flood it brings tears to my eyes.”

Within hours the memorial hall was open producing food and 
offering clothes to people who had lost everything.

Among those still living out of suitcases is Richmond School 
teacher Ian Dawson, whose house remains gutted. He and his 
wife Caroline have moved home eight times while awaiting 
repairs and the insurance bill will be at least £160,000.

Many residents who had been left in shock by the 
power of the floods and their anxieties had been 
rekindled every time there had been a storm since.

The couple said the event had left them in shock as 
they had been in Leyburn and Richmond when the 
floods had swept away all their possessions.

On July 30 2019, enough rain fell in 5 hours to affect more than 250 homes, around 35 
farms and over 40 other businesses in Wensleydale, Swaledale and Arkengarthdale.

In Langthwaite, many of the public footpaths are 
awaiting repairs, as are four out of the five 
footbridges there. Locals fear tourists, who have 
begun returning to the area, will be put off by the 
lack of access.



Heat and rising temperatures

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/535167/SA_Report_cards_Climate.pdf

A 16-day heatwave is expected in the UK 
in June.
For 16 consecutive days next month, 
forecasters and meteorologists have 
predicted temperatures will not drop 
below 20C.

https://www.examinerlive.co.uk/all-about/weather
https://www.examinerlive.co.uk/news/local-news/yorkshire-weather-22c-heatwave-forecast-20610427


Impact from heat August 2020 heatwave alone accounted for 1,734 
deaths (www.kcl.ac.uk/news/invisible-heatwaves-pose-a-

much-greater-risk-than-most-britons-recognise)

There is a positive association between increasing 
temperatures and A&E department attendance 
researchonline.lshtm.ac.uk/id/eprint/4657417/)

Odds of dying from strokes and respiratory causes 
increased by over 10 per cent for every 1C rise in 
temperature (www.nature.com/articles/nclimate2123)

Eluned Hughes, the head of health advice at Asthma 
UK, said: “Soaring temperatures combined with high 
pollen levels can trigger asthma symptoms and could 
result in life-threatening asthma attacks. Hot weather 
can cause people’s airways to become irritated and 
inflamed, while hot air entering the respiratory system 
can trigger coughing and shortness of breath. It’s vital 
that everyone with asthma takes their preventer inhaler 
as prescribed.”

http://www.kcl.ac.uk/news/invisible-heatwaves-pose-a-much-greater-risk-than-most-britons-recognise


Air pollution

Significant associations between long-term exposure to NO2 and 
lung function in children, respiratory infections in early 
childhood and effects on adult lung function

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/411756/COMEAP_The_evidence_for_the_effects_of_nitrogen_dioxide.pdf

https://www.epa.gov/no2-pollution/basic-information-about-no2 https://naei.beis.gov.uk/emissionsapp/

Leeds

Scarborough





Why is it important to tackle the climate crisis?

The prize… If the UK met its current climate commitments…

www.thelancet.com/journals/lanplh/article/PIIS2542-5196(20)30249-7/fulltext





Taking action

1. Become aware
Carbon literacy training

2. “Know your number”
Carbon footprint of practices

3. Turn intention into action –
Have a plan

4. Declare a climate emergency



How can we be local leaders through 
climate change advocacy?

• Become knowledgeable

• Raise awareness

• Be a supporter

• Take action

• Create followers

Planetary health

Social and 
environmental 
sustainability

Medicine



Action: What can I do?

1. Explore carbon literacy – Carbon 
Literacy Project carbonliteracy.com

2. Read about carbon footprinting  -
seesustainability.co.uk/blog/f/demist
ifying-carbon-footprints-in-primary-
care 

3. Download the ‘Climate Emergency 
Declaration’ at 
seesustainability.co.uk/green-plan



Thank you

Any Questions?

matt@seesustainability.co.uk

seesustainability.co.uk


