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Where Service is Tradition.

Odin, three-year-old rescue. Odin loves 
walking through Wayzata and meeting 
new people especially other dog owners 
that carry treats! He’ll take pets from 
anyone offering and gets really excit-
ed when he gets to meet other pups.
Owners Devin Krauter and Orion Olsen 

Each month, Wayzata Together features furry 
friends around town. Do you know of a picture per-
fect pet? Email a pic: nate@wayzatatogether.com



Sign up for our free e-magazine subscription and 
you can get our monthly publication anywhere 
you are on any device! Scan this QR code or visit 
us at wayzatatogether.com/subscribe
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December has always been a special month for me.

My brother and I celebrate our birthdays two days apart.

Fortunately, the celebrations occurred early enough in the 
month that there was enough distance from Christmas to not 
merge everything together. You know, we were assured two 
separate gift unwrapping events.

It wasn’t just the celebrations that made growing up in 
Wayzata so special.

It also meant myriad winter outdoor activities to enjoy.

Sledding and ice skating topped the list.

I remember taking a sled up the hill to a nearby street/neigh-
bor’s yard and dodging trees on the way down. Enough runs 
down the hill assured you had a relatively safe place to travel.

And when it got too cold or simply too tired, that feeling of 
warmth after unbundling inside was always something to look 
forward to.

Nowadays, I enjoy those walks along Lake Street, perhaps af-
ter the sun goes down, when all you can hear is the crunching 
of the snow below your feet.

Nothing better than Wayzata in December.
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Wayzata Bait & Tackle
15748 Wayzata Blvd. Wayzata, MN 55391
(952) 473-2227

December Fishing Report:
Water temperatures will be in the mid-40s and likely open water 
at the beginning of the month.

Live bait is the way to go (sucker minnows, fatheads, shiners).

If you find small perch, you’ll find walleye.

This is a great month to start to get your ice fishing gear ready.

Black Lake and Seton are typically the first to freeze over on 
Lake Minnetonka.

But you have to wait until you have 2-3 inches of clear ice before 
venturing out and starting the ice fishing season.

Safety is paramount.
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Stay up to date on all of the lake area activities at tonkalifestyle.com/
events. We will continue to add and update events. Our QR codes are 
interactive in our e-mag. Just click to access the webpage. Are we 
missing something? Send an email to nate@wayzatatogether.com!

Scan the QR Code for more event information
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WINTER LIGHTS
Minnesota Landscape Arboretum, Chaska

Throughout December

FIRE ON ICE HOCKEY TOURNAMENT, 12/2-12/4

CHRISTMAS IN EXCELSIOR, 12/3

HOLIDAY AT HILDE, 12/4
Hilde Performance Center, Plymouth

THE NORTHERN EXPRESS, 12/9-12/18
Camp Fire Minnesota, Excelsior

THE WIZARD OF OZ, 12/11-12/18
Blue Water Theatre Company

Wayzata 

UGLY SWEATER, CRAFT & GIFT SHOW, 12/18

HANUKKAH, 12/18-12/26

CHRISTMAS DAY, 12/25

NEW YEAR’S EVE, 12/31

Congrats to one of our magazine sponsors, 
Skingevity Med Spa 
and owner Amanda 
Lemmage, for being 
featured in a recent 
Vanity Fair Maga-
zine issue. The ar-
ticle was a part of 
Leading Women in 
Business.

Image  Courtesy of Vanity Fair 

THE BAYFIELD EXPERIENCE
A four-hour drive will transport you to another world - a world 
of wonder. To experience Bayfield is to become one with 

it. It’s where you slow down and unwind. Its spirit will live in your heart. 
YOUR BAYFIELD EXPERIENCE IS CALLING YOU.

YOUR TRUSTED GUIDE TO 
BAYFIELD AND BEYOND

WindseekerRealty.com

215  Rittenhouse Ave, Bayfield, WI 54814
715-779-5000 • Agent@WindseekerRealty.com

D a n n  T e r v o
S a l e s  A s s o c i a t e

K a t i e  B a r n i n g h a m
S a l e s  A s s o c i a t e

B r a d  D r y e r
S a l e s  A s s o c i a t e

J e n n a  G a l e g h e r
O w n e r  /  B r o k e r

https://tonkalifestyle.com/events
https://wayzatatogether.com/bayfield


Neighborhood Spotlight: Wayzata Bait & Tackle
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Wayzata Bait & Tackle has been an institution here in Wayzata. 
It has provided everything needed for successful fishing on Lake 
Minnetonka for some 47 years.

Tim and Bob Sonenstahl along with their dad opened the shop 
in 1975 on the corner of a strip mall just east of all those car 
dealerships along Highway 12.

They occupied the back third of their current place. An appliance 
dealer was in the front of the space.

When the dealer moved to another location, the bait business 
saw an opportunity.

“Tripled our size in two year’s time,” Tim Sonenstahl.

Business was booming during the 70s and 80s.

“At one point we had 12 guys working for us,” said 
Sonenstahl. “All you had was Burger Brothers and us. 
There was nobody else around. There wasn’t Gander 
Mountain, Cabela’s. We were it.”

Tim and his brother Bob don’t just sell bait, lures, rods, 
and reels - they know fishing and they have the stripes 
to prove it.

Tim got a taste of tournament fishing at a young age.

“I have fished tournaments since I was in high school,” 
said Sonenstahl. “I fished against a lot of the pros when 
I was 17.”

Bob was a whiz on the water too.

“My brother Bob in 1979 and 1980, won the state walleye 
championship back-to-back,”said Tim Sonenstahl. “Back then, 
that was top of what we had here in Minnesota.”

Aside from all the fishing stuff, the thing the Sonenstahls 
really enjoy is all of the relationships they have made over 
nearly 50 years.
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$10 OFF
When you ship
3 or more
UPS packages
Expires 12/31/2022.
Valid only at the Wayzata
location. 

$3 OFF
When you
ship 1 UPS
package
Expires 12/31/2022.
Valid only at the Wayzata
location. 

The UPS Store Wayzata “Colonial Square Mall”
1161 Wayzata Blvd East, Wayzata, MN 55391 - 952.249.1500

952-404-1100
giannis-steakhouse.com 
635 Lake Street E, Wayzata

Scan the QR code or visit 
tonkalifestyle.com for 
more information

Specializing in facials, lashes, 
brows, and skincare products.
Our goal is to make skincare 
affordable, approachable and 
accessible to all.
Call 952-479-7151 or book 
online facefoundrie.com
643 Lake St E, Wayzata, MN

Ted Ylitalo
Premier Insurance Agency

(763) 258-6084
801 Twelve Oaks Center Dr. #818
Wayzata, MN 55391
Great coverage at a 
very competitive price.

Help residents and visitors know where 
to find your business & enjoy 
Lake Minnetonka at its finest. 

For advertising information & afford-
able plans, please contact:

 nate@wayzatatogether.com 

Tonka Lifestyle™

But this era of serving anglers is coming to an end.

The owner of the building has plans to knock down 
the strip mall. Several other businesses have al-
ready moved out.

Bob will likely retire. 

“Bob and I have been here seven days a week for 
years,” said Sonenstahl.

Meanwhile, Tim and his son Parker will likely find 
another shop to work for.

They will also do reel repair on the side for the loyal 
customers they have worked with over the years.

“That’s the hard part is that I’ve formed relation-
ships with these people,” said Sonenstahl. “I know 
what they buy, the types of lures they like. Pretty 
sad in a way.”

We are all busy this time of year, but it is worth a 
visit to Wayzata Bait & Tackle.

The clock is ticking. Soon, the doors will be locked 
and the building will be gone.

“We’re here until the bulldozers show up,” 
said Sonenstahl.

Left side images, top to bottom:
Polaroids of Customers’ Catches

Brothers Bob and Tim Sonenstahl 

Image above:
Storefront along the frontage road as it is today

https://tonkalifestyle.com
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I find it interesting to take a stroll down memory lane from 
time to time.
 
This month, we’re transporting back 70 years to December 
of 1952.
 
What was life like in Wayzata back then?
 
The Minnetonka Herald archives paint the picture.
 
Of course, the holiday season was all the buzz, but there 
were plenty of interesting happenings.
 
The front page of the December 4, 1952, newspaper in-
cluded a headline “Bell Telephone to Lay Cable on Lake 
Bottom”. The cable was set on the ice for workers to 
connect sections. The ice was then cut, and the cable 
was dropped to the bottom of the lake. The Wayzata end 
of the cable was just east of the Depot. In all, more than six 
miles of cable were used to connect Wayzata, Excelsior, 
and Deephaven.
 
Meanwhile, the front page of the December 11 weekly 
included “Local Stores Have Wide Variety of Gift Items”. 
Wayzata Pharmacy featured Russell Stover candies while 
one of Community Drug’s specialty was a large selection 
of toys - likely the biggest in the Lake Minnetonka area 
at the time. The Foursome had unique baby clothes kits 
while Ronning’s Jewelry boasted bronze pieces includ-
ing ash trays, cigarette boxes, and stationery sets. Times 
have certainly changed.
 
“Santa Comes To Town” was a headline on the front page 
of the December 18 Minnetonka Herald. The article men-
tioned the annual children’s Christmas party at the 
Wayzata Theatre hosted by owner Lyle Carisch. Cartoons 
and a visit by Santa were a part of the celebration.
 
The December 25th edition of the newspaper included  
many holiday wishes from local businesses including 
notes from the Minnetonka Boat Works, Louise clothing 
store, and Vodegel’s grocery store. Meanwhile, Jarnes 
Motor Company promoted its 1953 Dodge Coronet V-8, 
“The Action Car For Active Americans”.
 
A blast from the past from 70 years ago when the local 
newspaper was a must-read and 10 cents a copy.

holidaysHAPPY

Images  Courtesy of Minnetonka Herald
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Trinity Church Wayzata: Bringing Us Together 
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There’s a new kid on the block here in Wayzata.

Trinity Church Wayzata had its first public worship 
in October.

“Several years ago, some Wayzata families began 
to believe God wanted them to start a church with 
a renewed vision for what a church can be for its 
members and for its city,” said pastor Matt Ryman. 
“Having been inspired by certain churches in oth-
er cities, with a particular approach to ministry, 
they set out to start a similar church here.”

Wayzata’s church history goes way back. The first 
official church building was built in 1881.

Trinity does not have a building of its own. It is cur-
rently holding services at Wayzata West Middle 
School. The plan is for Trinity to have its own church 
one day.

“We’ve been warmly welcomed by the Wayzata 
Area Chamber of Commerce, various local leaders,
West Middle School, and several of the established 
churches,” said Ryman.

Ryman and his wife Hana have been married for 17 
years. They have four children.

Although Ryman is ordained in the Presbyterian Church

in America, Trinity is a non-denominational church.

Ryman and his family moved to the area this past 
summer from Florida.

“We are inviting friends, neighbors, and co-workers 
to get involved and we’re spreading the word about 
TCW online and through the mail.  Most importantly, 
we’re working hard to ensure anyone and everyone 
who gets connected with us feels truly welcome to 
come as they are.”

You may have seen members of Trinity out and 
about in the community.

The church is a member of the Chamber of Com-
merce and is involved with Interfaith Outreach & 
Community Partners (IOCP).

“We are participating in Wayzata’s big events 
(James J. Hill Days, The Chilly Open, etc.), we’re dis-
cussing the needs of the area with local leaders, 
school board members, and church leaders; and 
I’m serving as a chaplain for the Wayzata Police 
and Fire departments,” said Ryman.

To find out more information about Trinity 
Church Wayzata, go to its website - 
TrinityWayzata.com or scan this QR code.

www.trinitywayzata.com


ABOUT DOCUMATION

Documation is a commercial printer offering world-class solutions for
printing, binding, finishing and distribution services. We work with thousands
of businesses of all sizes across the nation, meeting (and often execeeding)
organizational expectations.

PROUD PRINT PARTNER OF 

Annual Reports
Brochures
Books
Calendars
Certificates
Direct Mail

WE PRINT:

PRINT EXPERTISE BUILT ON QUALITY

Flyers
Magazines
Manuals
Newsletters
Programs
And more!
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