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J J Hill Days is celebrating its 50th 
anniversary! That first event in 1975 
didn’t get a lot of attention in the local 
newspaper. Little did they know at that 
time that the celebration would turn 
into Wayzata’s biggest annual event.

It’s a testament to a small town to have 
a community celebration continue this 
long. In part, it’s a source of identity. 
No doubt, it’s a fun celebration, but at 
the root is a reminder of how important 
the railroad is to this town. Trains 
helped make Wayzata a destination. 
Other modes of transportation still 
make this community a must see.

I can’t imagine Wayzata without the 
railroad and I can’t imagine our community 
without JJ Hill Days, can you?

From the Editor

Nate Leding, Editor in Chief
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James J. Hill & Wayzata: A Railway Heritage
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James J. Hill was a railroad magnate with an “empire” 
stretching from Minnesota to the Pacific Northwest. The 
train tracks through Wayzata became part of his mainline 
between Saint Paul and Seattle when the final western 
sections were completed in 1893. However, many would 
be surprised to learn that James J. Hill didn’t actually build 
the tracks in Wayzata – that came much earlier.

On August 24, 1867, the Saint Paul & Pacific Railroad 
reached Wayzata and connected all of Lake Minnetonka 
to the Twin Cities. Led by the Saint Cloud #7 steam 
locomotive, the train consisted of one passenger car. The 
train was met by a small sidewheeler called the Lady of 
the Lake (previously called the Governor Ramsey), the first 
steamboat on Lake Minnetonka. Later that day, the train

Above: James J. Hill (pictured center, facing camera) with  a group of men in Kandiyohi County, MN (1890-1910)
Courtesy of Kandiyohi County Historical Society

Below: August 24, 1867  Saint Cloud #7 steam locomotive meets the Lady of the Lake.
 Courtesy Lake Minnetonka Historical Society

was turned around on a horse-drawn turntable and headed 
back to the city.

The first train station in Wayzata was built near the present 
day intersection of Lake Street and Broadway Avenue. 
From here, passengers from the Twin Cities and indeed 
all over the United States transferred onto steamboats that 
were waiting for them at the adjacent docks. After departing 
Wayzata, the steamboats would take them to hotels, inns, 
and boarding houses all around the lake and to communities 
such as Excelsior and Mound. On the flipside, the railroad 
also allowed farmers who lived in the area to easily send 
produce to big markets in the city. 

However, by 1873 the Saint Paul & Pacific was suffering 
financially and went into receivership. Hill purchased the 
railroad in 1878 and renamed it the Saint Paul, Minneapolis 
& Manitoba Railway. When a legal battle between Hill 
and the village of Wayzata arose over the location of the 
tracks in 1883, the train station at the foot of Broadway 
Avenue was demolished and a new one was built east of 
town near Bushaway Road. The “feud” between Wayzata 
and Hill finally ended in 1906 when Hill commissioned 
the construction of a new depot near the intersection of 
Lake Street and Barry Avenue. He declared it to be the 
“handsomest” depot on the entire line. It still stands today 
as an iconic reminder of Wayzata’s railway heritage.
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Hello, Neighbors!
 
I hope to earn your trust and your vote 
November 5th.

Until Senator Kelly Morrison resigned her seat early to seek a
higher office, Democrats held the majority of the Senate at
34 Democrats and 33 Republicans. Democrats currently hold
power in all chambers of our state’s government.

Balance is incredibly important in any democracy. I am running
to secure the one seat that can bring balance back to
Minnesota.
 
Why am I running? Because you fight for what you love.

 

PREPARED AND PAID FOR BY KATHLEEN FOWKE FOR MN PO BOX 807, WAYZATA, MN 55391

POLICIES
& MORE

ABOUT DOCUMATION

Documation is a commercial printer offering world-class solutions for
printing, binding, finishing and distribution services. We work with thousands
of businesses of all sizes across the nation, meeting (and often execeeding)
organizational expectations.

PROUD PRINT PARTNER OF 

Annual Reports
Brochures
Books
Calendars
Certificates
Direct Mail

WE PRINT:

PRINT EXPERTISE BUILT ON QUALITY

Flyers
Magazines
Manuals
Newsletters
Programs
And more!
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FRIDAY 9/6
Panoway on Wayzata Bay
5 PM–9 PM   Logrolling
Along Lake Street in Wayzata
5 PM–9 PM  Street Market
5 PM–10 PM  Lake Minnetonka Carnival
   Food + Drink
6 PM–10 PM  Live Music
Wayzata Depot
5 PM–9 PM   Rails & Ales Craft Beer Festival

SATURDAY 9/7
Panoway on Wayzata Bay
10 AM–2 PM   Dachshund Races & Doggy Olympics 
10 AM–7 PM   Logrolling
Along Lake Street in Wayzata
10 AM–7 PM  Street Market
10 AM–10 PM  Lake Minnetonka Carnival
   Live Music
   Food + Drink
Wayzata Depot
11 AM–12 PM   Guided Historical Walking Tour
12 PM–4 PM  Llama Llovin’ Experience 
Wayzata Bay
8:45 PM–9 PM  Fireworks

SUNDAY 9/8
Panoway on Wayzata Bay
10 AM–2 PM   Dachshund Races & Doggy Olympics 
10 AM–4 PM   Logrolling
Along Lake Street in Wayzata
10 AM–4 PM  Lake Minnetonka Carnival
   Street Market
   Live Music
   Food + Drink
2:45 PM–3 PM   T-6 Thunder Airshow
3 PM–4 PM   Parade

For more info use QR code or visit 
jamesjhilldays.wayzatachamber.com

GRILL STATIONS, FIREPITS
& LOUNGE SEATING

ENTERTAINMENT SUITES
PERFECT FOR HOSTING

COMPLIMENTARY ACCESS TO
INFLATABLE PADDLE BOARDS

summer nightsgood company &

carricktonkabay.com952.260.2267

PRESENTED BY

https://jamesjhilldays.wayzatachamber.com
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Rest Rooms

Food Trucks

Street Market

i Information Tent
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B Beer & Wine Tent

+ First Aid/Assistance
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RAILS & ALES
CRAFT BEER

FESTIVAL

PANOWAY
ON

WAYZATA
BAY

M A N I T O B A  A V E

WAYZATA 
BEACH

WAYZATA BAY
FIREWORKS

PARKING OPTIONS
THE PROMENADE CARISCH RAMP
100 Promenade Ave  681 Lake St. E #262

MILL STREET RAMP  COLONIAL SQUARE
747 Mill Street   1151 Wayzata Blvd.

EMERGENCY SHELTER

This will be the first JJ Hill Days in a long, long time 
without a familiar face greeting visitors at the Wayzata 
Depot. The community lost a friend earlier this year 
when Terry Middlekauff passed away. In a way, he 
was the depot. He knew everything about it and even 
dressed the part. 

He grew up in Peru, Indiana where both his grandfathers 
and his father worked on the railroad. He later took a 
job with Control Data which brought him to the Twin 
Cities.   While his career introduced him to the latest 
in computer technology, his heart was still with the 
railroad. Middlekauff worked with the Wayzata 
Historical Society to open the Depot to the public. 
That was more than 20 years ago.

There was nobody more knowledgeable about the 
Wayzata-railroad connection than Middlekauff. We 
will all miss that twinkle in his eye when youngsters 
came into the depot wanting to know about trains. 

Terry Middlekauff Remembered



Fishing Report &  Information:

TMTonka Lifestyle

Scan the QR Code or visit tonkalifestyle.com/events 
Missing something? nate@wayzatatogether.com

RĒL Fishing

Lake Minnetonka Fishing Guide • Mound, MN
brett@reloutdoors.com • 763-228-8684

Fish will be falling back into their spring pattern. 
Panfish will be in weeds close to deep basins. 
Musky will have moved back up shallow inside 
weed beds or hanging on the outside suspended 
in deeper waters. The window for the best walleye 
bite will again be during low light hours. Targeting 
them outside of weedlines with live bait. The bass 
are either hanging up in shallow weed beds or 
on the breaklines. Northern pike can be found 
almost anywhere there are weeds and bait fish. 
Target them with more aggressive baits this time 
of year such as crankbaits, chatterbaits and 
small blade baits.

9/2.....................Labor Day 

9/3.....................Quarter 1 begins 

             First Day of School: Grades 1-5

             Grades 6&9: In-Person Orientation Day 

             Grades 7-8, 10-12: At-Home Learning Day

9/4....................1st Day of School - Kindergarten & Middle School

9/6-9/8...........JJ Hill Days, Wayzata

9/6 & 9/13.....Entertainment in the Park • minnetonkamn.gov

9/9.....................First Responders Dinner •wayzata205.org

9/13-9/15.......Incredible Festival •Our Lady of the Lake, Mound

9/15...................Wayzata Charity Car Show •wayzata205.org

9/20-9/22......Apple Days, Excelsior

9/23..................Fire Department Community Open House, Victoria

9/28..................Oktoberfest, Shorewood

9/29..................Fall De Tonka, Excelsior

Events

Farmers’
 Market

Before the season closes...

Thursdays.....2-6pm • lakeminnetonkaexcelsiorfarmersmarket.org
Tuesdays.......2-6pm • minnetonkamn.gov
Sat/Sun.........for more info: doehlingsmarket.com
Daily...............for more info & locations: untiedts.com

www.tonkalifestyle.com/events
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ADVERTISE WITH US! Affordable and tailored to your needs. Let us help you get your message out.
Support the publication that supports your community! nate@wayzatatogether.com/612-221-4646



50 Years of Celebrating
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JJ Hill Days first came down the tracks in 1975. We’re now 
accustomed to it happening mid-September, but the first 
celebration was Oct. 2-4. The Minnetonka Sun Newspaper 
chronicled those early days. That year the Minnetonka 
steam engine was stationed near the Depot. Old farm 
equipment and steam tractors were on display at Lake 
Street and Broadway Avenue. One could visit Colonial 
Square to see antique cars and take advantage of JJ Hill 
Days specials offered by businesses like Rexall Drug and 
Ben Franklin. And down the hill at the Wayzata Bay Center 
shopping mall (where the Promenade currently stands) 
Casey Jones, a popular Twin Cities television personality, 
judged a kids art contest. A model railroad was on display 
as well as Guthrie actors in early 1900s clothing. There 
was a six-mile race and a two-mile race for folks to take 
part in too.

In 1977, the festival was held Sept. 24-25 and featured 
an amateur photography contest, a youth tennis tournament, 
and a volleyball tournament. According to the Lake 
Minnetonka Sun newspaper, “the names of the teams 
must be suitable for publication”. Despite the rain that 
weekend, Governor Rudy Perpich attended and lost 
his bocce ball match with future U.S. Senator Rudy 
Boshwitz. Folks had great weather for the 1978 event. 
A couple new additions included a blacksmith making 
railroad spikes, gunny sack races for the little ones, 
and paddle wheel rides aboard the Lady of the Lake. 
The boat ride cost $2 for adults and $1 for children. 

The annual event continued to add things to keep it interesting. 
Pony cart rides, a turn of the century parade featuring 
Governor Al Quie leading the way on horseback, locomotive 
rides, and a square dance were added in 1979. That year’s 
JJ Hill Days was highlighted by hot air balloon races over 
Lake Minnetonka. The event was sponsored by nine area 
realtors. Lift off of the balloons took place at Wayzata West 
Middle School. JJ Hill Days celebrated the Wayzata Depot’s 
75th anniversary in 1981. A steam locomotive was brought 
in and folks were decked out in early 1900s clothing. 
Olson’s Bakery made a 1,600-pound Depot replica cake 
too. Windsurfing sponsored by Ski Hut was a big hit 1982. 
So was the music provided by the Wayzata Depot Brass 
Band.  In 1983, JJ Hill Days added miniature mule rides, 
beach lagoon raft faces, and an old-time sock hop 
was held at Wayzata West Junior High.

Wayzata’s biggest celebration continued to evolve 
through the decades. In the years to come - steak frys 
at the Wayzata American Legion and a Fall Fireman’s 
Dance at the fire station were added. As were dachs-
hund races, lumberjack shows, an historic trolley ride 
around the lake, skateboarder exhibits, a “Wayzata 
Idol” talent contest, excursions on a steam train, a craft 
beer festival, and live music. Since 1975, JJ Hill Days 
has been a must-attend event. 

Left: Runners take off in one of two races featured during the 1976 JJ Hill Days. Courtesy Peter Herfurth.
 Below: The steam locomotive for the 1981 celebration. Courtesy Lake Minnetonka Historical Society

Bottom: A beautiful night at JJ Hill Days 2022

8



Bettering Lives Through Holistic Financial Advice

A cornerstone of financial planning is the recognition that everyone’s economic and life situation is

unique. By taking the time to understand what is important to you and your family, we strive to

create a plan that aligns all aspects of your life.

The best time to start financial planning is now, regardless of your current financial situation.

Whether you are just starting your career, experiencing a major life event, or simply want to

ensure a secure financial future, creating and maintaining a financial plan is crucial. 

Wealth 
Management

Retirement 
Planning

Insurance 
Design

Business
Services

Specializing in the areas of Wealth Management, Retirement Planning, Insurance Design, and

Business Services Sandvold Financial Group has worked with individuals and families for over 30 years. 

When to consider financial planning

Areas of specialization 

Contact Us Today

952-544-2837

info@sandvoldfg.com

10900 Wayzata Blvd Ste 100
Minnetonka MN 55305

We focus on providing a comprehensive,

personalized, and adaptable approach to

managing finances. Reach out today to schedule a

no obligation consultation.

Securities and investment advisory services offered through
Osaic Wealth, Inc. member FINRA/SIPC. Osaic Wealth is
separately owned and other entities and/or marketing
names, products or services referenced here are
independent of Osaic Wealth.



Now available in Wayzata. 
WiFi that goes where  
 the sun don’t shine.

Get a powerful connection that works all over your home. That’s Wall-to-Wall WiFi from Xfinity. 
Fast, reliable coverage that extends from room to room to even that room you thought you’d never 
get a signal in. On all of your devices, even when everyone is online. Only with Xfinity.

Ends 9/21/24. Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. New Gigabit Internet and Xfinity Mobile Unlimited customers only. Gig-speed WiFi requires Gig Internet and Xfinity Gateway. Offer requires 
enrollment in both paperless billing and automatic payments with stored bank account. Without enrollment, the monthly service charge automatically increases by $10 (or $5 if enrolling with credit or 
debit card information). The discount will appear on your bill within 45 days of enrolling in automatic payments and paperless billing. If either automatic payments or paperless billing are subsequently 
canceled, the $10 monthly discount will be removed automatically. All other installation, taxes & fees extra, and subject to change during and after promo. After 24 months, or if any service is canceled 
or downgraded, regular charges apply to internet service (currently $96/mo) plus WiFi equipment (currently $15/mo). Service limited to a single outlet. May not be combined with other offers. Internet: 
Actual speeds vary and not guaranteed. For factors affecting speed visit www.xfinity.com/networkmanagement. Call for restrictions and complete details, or visit xfinity.com. All devices must be 
returned when service ends. WiFi Boost Pods sold separately. Mobile: Requires residential post-pay Xfinity Internet service. Line limitations may apply. For Xfinity Mobile Broadband Disclosures visit: 
www.xfinity.com/mobile/policies/broadband-disclosures. For factors affecting speed visit www.xfinity.com/networkmanagement. Actual savings vary and are not guaranteed. Call for restrictions and 
complete details or visit xfinity.com. © 2024 Comcast. All rights reserved. NPA400646-0006

1-800-xfinity xfinity.com Visit a store today

Xfinity Gig Internet
FREE  

WiFi equipment 
included

$25 a month for
2 years

with no annual contract  
when you add Xfinity Mobile Unlimited 

Requires paperless billing and autopay  
with stored bank account.

Taxes and other charges extra and subject to 
change.See details below. Regular Xfinity Mobile 

rates apply. Reduced speeds after 30 GB of 
usage/line. Data thresholds may vary.
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