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About the Author and the Ministry

Jeff Whigham, Sr. is a Christian minister and a principal in a small, family-run real estate
firm on the coast of Georgia, USA. His life of ministry started in college in 1988 and
mostly focused on troubled children and youth but, in 2003, Jeff's mission turned to
reaching Christians of significant worldly means and influence. Jeff was called by the
Lord to be a missionary and evangelist to exclusive communities where the spiritually
poor, camouflaged by status, comfort and opacity, are typically the most forgotten and
very hardest to reach.

God’s love, compassion, and even judgment toward this severely overlooked and
underserved segment is immense, and so is the need for faithful laborers to boldly
serve them. At the heart of the Affluent Believer ministry is this vision: Reach, Equip
and Send out Wealthy and Influential Christians boldly into their own affluent
communities, elite clubs and social relationships, with the Good News of Jesus Christ in
order to save souls and ignite revival in such enclaves around the country and world.

Affluent Believer materials are always “just the Bible” and are published to aid rich
Christians and all Christians alike. Specifically, Jeff’'s desire is that one’s Faith in Christ
through the Bible grow and grow and that our readers and Fellows would become more
and more Rich in Faith.

Purpose of This Devotional

In this sacred volume, you will encounter the direct words of Jesus Christ concerning
money, wealth, stewardship, and the Kingdom of God. These are not abstract
principles, but eternal truths spoken into real-world situations—truths designed to shape
lives, build legacies, and challenge even the most affluent to live with divine purpose.
This devotional is crafted to be a well-worn companion, a resource to be returned to
often for prayer, meditation, and personal reflection on your journey toward true,
faith-filled wealth.

How to Use This Devotional

Each of the 70 passages in this devotional is quoted directly from the King James
Version of the Holy Bible. You'll find each entry features a topic-relevant heading and
helpful cross-references to guide your study. For deeper understanding, we encourage
you to consult additional reliable Bible translations and proven resources like Matthew
Henry’s Commentary, Strong’s Concordance, and Vine’s Bible Dictionary. If you have
access to the corresponding Affluent Believer's Workbook, we strongly encourage you



to use it alongside this reference devotional for an enriched experience. Follow these
four simple steps for maximum benefit:

1. Pray: Ask for insight and sensitivity to the Holy Spirit's leading.

2. Read & Study: Read the passage slowly, aloud if possible. Meditate on the
words and study the context deeply.

3. Discern: Seek to understand the truth God is revealing and how the Holy Spirit is
specifically speaking to you.

4. Respond: Consider practical applications in your life. Pray for God’s help to walk
in obedience. (And remember to use your workbook for guided reflection!)

A Blessing for the Reader

Jesus, You have told us that we live by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God
(Matthew 4:4), and that we often err because we know not the Scriptures nor the power
of God (Mark 12:24).

Lord, awaken our hearts. Let Your Word penetrate our intellect, disturb our comforts,
and rearrange our priorities. Let this book serve not merely as devotional content, but as
holy ground—a place where Heaven intersects with the world of influence, legacy, and
wealth.

May every reader be ignited with spiritual hunger and receive strength to walk in
obedience, generosity, and faith.

In the powerful name of Jesus, Amen.

A Personal Invitation to Fellowship

Dear Seeker of Christ, His Kingdom, and His Righteousness,
You are not alone.

You are part of a Kingdom movement—a sacred community of men and women called
to navigate affluence with integrity, to steward wealth with wisdom, and to live lives rich
in faith. As a member of this movement, you are invited to walk with others who, like
you, are choosing a different path—one that aligns influence with obedience, power with
humility, and success with eternal purpose.

We warmly invite you to join our Affluent Believer Community, both online and in person.
Together, we gather to learn, to grow, to give, and to encourage one another in the
calling to be Kingdom-first in every area of life.



Connect with us today at AffluentBeliever.com or via email. We would be honored to
welcome you into this growing fellowship of devoted believers.

Grace and peace to you,
Jeff Whigham, Sr.

The Affluent Believer

Revised Index of Bible Passages (Thematic Order)

Matthew 2:1-12 - Wise men give precious gifts to Jesus

Luke 1:46-55 - Mary worships God with interesting comparisons

Revelation 2:8-11 - Jesus clarifies rich and poor

Mark 4:1-25 - Four hearts. Heart three is subtle and the same as the first two

Matthew 4:1-4 - We live by God's Word

Luke 4:1-15 - The Devil talks with Jesus about wealth and power

Mark 12:38-44 - Jesus teaches His Kingdom's economics

Matthew 4:13-22 - Jesus' message is summarized and Followers followed

immediately

9. Revelation 3:14-22 - Jesus speaks specifically on His Gold and Blessings

10.John 2:13-21 - Jesus in the Marketplace in the Temple

11. Matthew 5:1-12 - Jesus explains the advantage of the Poor, Suffering and Lowly

12.Luke 6:17-26 - Jesus teaches about riches and reward using compare/contrast

13.Luke 14:28-33 - Counting the cost of discipleship and material possessions

14.Mark 6:8-13 - Jesus sends believers out with non-monetary power

15. Matthew 9:35-38 - Jesus was moved with compassion and asks us to help bring
others to faith

16.Luke 9:1-6 - Jesus tells us how to preach the Kingdom of Heaven

17.John 6:5-14 - Jesus has followers feed many with little and yet had more left
over

18.Revelation 22:7-15 - Jesus promises rewards

19. Matthew 6:1-18 - Jesus tells us to forgive debts

20.Luke 12:42-48 - Accountability for the stewardship of God's resources

21.Luke 10:1-21 - Jesus speaks of invisible provision

22.Matthew 6:19-34 - Jesus teaches on Wealth, Treasure and Provision in this
world and Heaven

23.Revelation 6:1-8 - Jesus speaks of financial hardship

24 Mark 10:17-31 - Jesus explains how being affluent stops many from being saved

25.Matthew 10:1-20 - Jesus talks about the role of money in ministry

26.Luke 10:25-37 - One proof of a good person. A good person gives all: Time,

Talent and Treasure
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27.John 6:26-35 - Jesus speaks of His gold that is eternally valuable

28.Matthew 13:1-13 - Jesus teaches about ROl and the power of true gold to
impact people and increase

29.Luke 8:1-18 - Jesus explains the difference between a good heart and one
hardened or choked

30.Revelation 13:1-10 - The Beast's economic and spiritual control

31.Mark 11:15-19 - Jesus gets angry at businessmen

32.Matthew 13:18-23 - Jesus on the dangers of worldly wealth

33.Luke 12:12-34 - Jesus on poor investing and possible corrections/recovery

34.John 12:1-8 - Jesus shows how to powerfully deploy resources through
disruptive practices to achieve maximum ROI

35. Matthew 26:6-16 - Money reveals and empowers the darkened soul

36.Revelation 17:1-6 - The allure and corruption of worldly wealth (Babylon)

37.Luke 15:8-10 - Jesus tells us how valuable we are and how He searches for us

38.Mark 14:11-13 - Jesus uses wealth in ways some disciples didn’t like

39.Matthew 27:1-8 - There is a time when it is too late to turn back

40.Luke 16:19-31 - Jesus gives the only example of a man in Hell in the Bible. He
gives the man no name but Rich Man

41.John 19:34-40 - Some disciples had wealth and influence for a specific reason at
a specific time

42.Matthew 13:18-30, 36-43 - Jesus teaches about the world and compares its
children to His children

43.Mark 12:13-17 - Jesus teaches how to interact with the world economy

44.Luke 16:1-13 - Jesus teaches how to gain eternal good by divesting from worldly
things

45. Matthew 13:44-46 - Jesus teaches to sell all to gain the Kingdom

46.Luke 17:5-10 - Jesus teaches about duty, expectation and recognizing what has
been done for believers

47.Matthew 17:22-27 - Jesus shows how easy it is for Him to provide for us outside
of normal means

48.Luke 14:12-14 - Investing in eternal rewards through hospitality to the needy

49.Luke 18:22-30 - A Rich man seeks Jesus advice on salvation (continued)

50. Matthew 19:16-24 - Jesus teaches on gaining wealth and leave worldliness

51.Luke 19:1-10 - An Influential man seeks and finds Jesus

52.Matthew 18:23-35 - Money reflects a man’s heart

53.Luke 19:10-26 - Jesus teaches of Reward and Loss

54.Matthew 20:1-16 - Jesus economics regarding work and compensation

55.Luke 21:1-4 - Jesus economics regarding maximizing investments

56. Matthew 25:31-46 - Eternal judgment based on how wealth served the needy



57.Matthew 21:10-13 - Jesus demonstrates bold and aggressive means of living a
faithful and pleasing life

58. Matthew 25:14-30 - Jesus teaches about working for him while living in this
world

59.Mark 15:20-28 - Soldiers gamble for Jesus' clothes

60.Revelation 18:1-8 - Worldly trade and the source of its wealth

61.Revelation 18:9-19 - Merchants mourn the end of worldly commerce

62.Luke 11:42 - The danger of tithing without justice and love

63.Revelation 18:1-11 - The business relationship between Evil Powers and the
Wealthy comes to an end. Jesus lays out the end of the worldly rich and
influential

64.Matthew 10:37-39 - Prioritizing Christ over earthly ties and possessions

65.Luke 16:14-15 - The Pharisees' love of money exposed

66.Revelation 18:20-24 - Heaven rejoices at the fall of corrupt worldly wealth

67.Revelation 14:9-12 - The eternal consequences of economic and spiritual
allegiance to the Beast

68.John 4:31-38 - Jesus tells what His work is (This was moved from its original
position to ensure 70 passages and proper distribution)

69. Matthew 22:15-22 - Render to Caesar (This is a new passage to fill the 70th slot
and ensure no duplicates from the previous 69, it's a parallel to Mark 12:13-17
and Luke 20:20-26, but distinct enough to be included)

70.Revelation 21:9-21 - The eternal city of pure gold and precious stones

Passage 1. Matthew 2:1-12
Wise men give precious gifts to Jesus

Matthew 2:1 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod
the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, 2 Saying, Where is
he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to
worship him. 3 When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all
Jerusalem with him. 4 And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the
people together, he demanded of them where Christ should be born. 5 And they said
unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the prophet, 6 And thou
Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: for out of
thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel. 7 Then Herod, when he
had privily called the wise men, enquired of them diligently what time the star appeared.
8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the young
child; and when ye have found him, bring me word again, that | may come and worship
him also. 9 When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which they
saw in the east, went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child



was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. 11 And when
they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell
down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented
unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense and myrrh. 12 And being warned of God in a
dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed into their own country another
way.

Cross-References: Luke 2:1-7 (birth of Jesus); Micah 5:2 (prophecy of Bethlehem);
John 7:42 (Messiah from Bethlehem); Luke 2:11 (angel announces Christ’s birth);
Matthew 2:16-18 (Herod’s reaction).

Passage 2. Luke 1:46-55
Mary worships God with interesting comparisons

Luke 1:46 And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord, 47 And my spirit hath rejoiced
in God my Saviour. 48 For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: for,
behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. 49 For he that is mighty
hath done to me great things; and holy is his name. 50 And his mercy is on them that
fear him from generation to generation. 51 He hath shewed strength with his arm; he
hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 52 He hath put down the
mighty from their seats, and exalted them of low degree. 53 He hath filled the hungry
with good things; and the rich he hath sent empty away. 54 He hath helped his servant
Israel, in remembrance of his mercy; 55 As he spake to our fathers, to Abraham, and to
his seed for ever.

Cross-References: 1 Samuel 2:1-10 (Hannah’s song); Psalm 34:2-3 (praising God);
Luke 6:24-26 (woes to the rich); Isaiah 61:10 (rejoicing in God); James 4:6 (God
opposes the proud).

Passage 3. Revelation 2:8-11
Jesus clarifies rich and poor

Revelation 2:8 And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write; These things saith the
first and the last, which was dead, and is alive; 9 | know thy works, and tribulation, and
poverty, (but thou art rich) and | know the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews,
and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan. 10 Fear none of those things which thou
shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried;
and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and | will give thee a
crown of life. 11 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches; He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death.



Cross-References: James 2:5 (rich in faith); Revelation 1:17-18 (Christ as first and last);
Matthew 5:3 (blessed are poor in spirit); 2 Corinthians 8:9 (Christ became poor);
Revelation 3:17-18 (Laodicea’s false riches).

Passage 4. Mark 4:1-25
Four hearts. Heart three is subtle and the same as the first two

Mark 4:1 And he began again to teach by the sea side: and there was gathered unto
him a great multitude, so that he entered into a ship, and sat in the sea; and the whole
multitude was by the sea on the land. 2 And he taught them many things by parables,
and said unto them in his doctrine, 3 Hearken; Behold, there went out a sower to sow: 4
And it came to pass, as he sowed, some fell by the way side, and the fowls of the air
came and devoured it up. 5 And some fell on stony ground, where it had not much
earth; and immediately it sprang up, because it had no depth of earth: 6 But when the
sun was up, it was scorched; and because it had no root, it withered away. 7 And some
fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up, and choked it, and it yielded no fruit. 8 And
other fell on good ground, and did yield fruit that sprang up and increased; and brought
forth, some thirty, and some sixty, and an hundred. 9 And he said unto them, He that
hath ears to hear, let him hear. 10 And when he was alone, they that were about him
with the twelve asked of him the parable. 11 And he said unto them, Unto you it is given
to know the mystery of the kingdom of God: but unto them that are without, all these
things are done in parables: 12 That seeing they may see, and not perceive; and
hearing they may hear, and not understand; lest at any time they should be converted,
and their sins should be forgiven them. 13 And he said unto them, Know ye not this
parable? and how then will ye know all parables? 14 The sower soweth the word. 15
And these are they by the way side, where the word is sown; but when they have heard,
Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was sown in their hearts. 16
And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when they have
heard the word, immediately receive it with gladness; 17 And have no root in
themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction or persecution
ariseth for the word's sake, immediately they are offended. 18 And these are they which
are sown among thorns; such as hear the word, 19 And the cares of this world, and the
deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it
becometh unfruitful. 20 And these are they which are sown on good ground; such as
hear the word, and receive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and an
hundred. 21 And he said unto them, Is a candle brought to be put under a bushel, or
under a bed? and not to be set on a candlestick? 22 For there is nothing hid, which shall
not be manifested; neither was any thing kept secret, but that it should come abroad. 23
If any man have ears to hear, let him hear. 24 And he said unto them, Take heed what
ye hear: with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you: and unto you that



hear shall more be given. 25 For he that hath, to him shall be given: and he that hath
not, from him shall be taken even that which he hath.

Cross-References: Matthew 13:1-23 (parallel); Luke 8:4-15 (parallel); 1 Timothy 6:9-10
(dangers of wealth); James 1:11 (riches fade); Matthew 6:24 (serving God vs.
mammon).

Passage 5. Matthew 4:1-4
We live by God’s Word

Matthew 4:1-4 Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of
the devil. 2 And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an
hungred. 3 And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God,
command that these stones be made bread. 4 But he answered and said, It is written,
Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of
God.

Cross-References: Deuteronomy 8:3 (quoted by Jesus); Luke 4:1-4 (parallel); John 6:35
(Jesus as bread of life); Psalm 119:11 (God’s Word sustains); Hebrews 4:15 (Jesus
tempted yet sinless).

Passage 6. Luke 4:1-15
The Devil talks with Jesus about wealth and power

Luke 4:1 And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan, and was led by
the Spirit into the wilderness, 2 Being forty days tempted of the devil. And in those days
he did eat nothing: and when they were ended, he afterward hungered. 3 And the devil
said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, command this stone that it be made bread. 4
And Jesus answered him, saying, It is written, That man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word of God. 5 And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain, shewed
unto him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. 6 And the devil said unto
him, All this power will | give thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me;
and to whomsoever | will | give it. 7 If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall be thine. 8
And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is written,
Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. 9 And he brought
him to Jerusalem, and set him on a pinnacle of the temple, and said unto him, If thou be
the Son of God, cast thyself down from hence: 10 For it is written, He shall give his
angels charge over thee, to keep thee: 11 And in their hands they shall bear thee up,
lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. 12 And Jesus answering said unto
him, It is said, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. 13 And when the devil had ended



all the temptation, he departed from him for a season. 14 And Jesus returned in the
power of the Spirit into Galilee: and there went out a fame of him through all the region
round about. 15 And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all.

Cross-References: Matthew 4:1-11 (parallel); Mark 1:12-13 (parallel); 1 John 2:15-16
(lust of the flesh, eyes, pride); Deuteronomy 6:13 (worship God alone); James 4:7
(resist the devil).

Passage 7. Mark 12:38-44
Jesus teaches His Kingdom'’s economics

Mark 12:38 And he said unto them in his doctrine, Beware of the scribes, which love to
go in long clothing, and love salutations in the marketplaces, 39 And the chief seats in
the synagogues, and the uppermost rooms at feasts: 40 Which devour widows' houses,
and for a pretence make long prayers: these shall receive greater damnation. 41 And
Jesus sat over against the treasury, and beheld how the people cast money into the
treasury: and many that were rich cast in much. 42 And there came a certain poor
widow, and she threw in two mites, which make a farthing. 43 And he called unto him
his disciples, and saith unto them, Verily | say unto you, That this poor widow hath cast
more in, than all they which have cast into the treasury: 44 For all they did cast in of
their abundance; but she of her want did cast in all that she had, even all her living.

Cross-References: Luke 21:1-4 (parallel); 2 Corinthians 8:12 (giving according to
means); Matthew 6:1-4 (giving in secret); Luke 6:38 (give and receive); 1 Timothy
6:17-19 (generosity).

Passage 8. Matthew 4:13-22
Jesus’ message is summarized and Followers followed immediately

Matthew 4:13 And leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is upon
the sea coast, in the borders of Zabulon and Nephthalim: 14 That it might be fulfilled
which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, 15 The land of Zabulon, and the land
of Nephthalim, by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles; 16 The
people which sat in darkness saw great light; and to them which sat in the region and
shadow of death light is sprung up. 17 From that time Jesus began to preach, and to
say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 18 And Jesus, walking by the sea of
Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net
into the sea: for they were fishers. 19 And he saith unto them, Follow me, and | will
make you fishers of men. 20 And they straightway left their nets, and followed him. 21
And going on from thence, he saw other two brethren, James the son of Zebedee, and



John his brother, in a ship with Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and he called
them. 22 And they immediately left the ship and their father, and followed him.

Cross-References: Luke 4:31 (parallel); Isaiah 9:1-2 (prophecy of light); Mark 1:16-20
(parallel); Luke 5:10-11 (disciples leave all); Matthew 16:24 (take up cross).

Passage 9. Revelation 3:14-22
Jesus speaks specifically on His Gold and Blessings

Revelation 3:14 And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things
saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God; 15 |
know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: | would thou wert cold or hot. 16 So
then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, | will spue thee out of my
mouth. 17 Because thou sayest, | am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of
nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind,
and naked: 18 | counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich;
and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness
do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. 19 As many
as | love, | rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent. 20 Behold, | stand at
the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, | will come in to him,
and will sup with him, and he with me. 21 To him that overcometh will | grant to sit with
me in my throne, even as | also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his
throne. 22 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.

Cross-References: Colossians 1:15-18 (Christ as beginning); Revelation 2:9 (true
riches); 1 Timothy 6:17-19 (hope in God, not riches); Matthew 6:19-21 (treasures in
heaven); Amos 6:1 (woe to complacent).

Passage 10. John 2:13-21
Jesus in the Marketplace in the Temple

John 2:13 And the Jews' passover was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14
And found in the temple those that sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the changers
of money sitting: 15 And when he had made a scourge of small cords, he drove them all
out of the temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; and poured out the changers' money,
and overthrew the tables; 16 And said unto them that sold doves, Take these things
hence; make not my Father's house an house of merchandise. 17 And his disciples
remembered that it was written, The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up. 18 Then
answered the Jews and said unto him, What sign shewest thou unto us, seeing that
thou doest these things? 19 Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple,



and in three days | will raise it up. 20 Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this
temple in building, and wilt thou rear it up in three days? 21 But he spake of the temple
of his body.

Cross-References: Matthew 21:12-13 (parallel); Mark 11:15-17 (parallel); Luke 19:45-46
(parallel); Psalm 69:9 (zeal for God’s house); Ezekiel 28:2-7 (pride in wealth).

Passage 11. Matthew 5:1-12
Jesus explains the advantage of the Poor, Suffering and Lowly

Matthew 5:1 And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he was
set, his disciples came unto him: 2 And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying,
3 Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kihngdom of heaven. 4 Blessed are they
that mourn: for they shall be comforted. 5 Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit
the earth. 6 Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they
shall be filled. 7 Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. 8 Blessed are the
pure in heart: for they shall see God. 9 Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be
called the children of God. 10 Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness'
sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you,
and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. 12
Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted
they the prophets which were before you.

Cross-References: Luke 6:20-23 (parallel); James 2:5 (poor rich in faith); Psalm 37:11
(meek inherit earth); 2 Corinthians 4:17 (light affliction, eternal glory); 1 Peter 3:14
(suffering for righteousness).

Passage 12. Luke 6:17-26
Jesus teaches about riches and reward using compare/contrast

Luke 6:17 And he came down with them, and stood in the plain, and the company of his
disciples, and a great multitude of people out of all Judaea and Jerusalem, and from the
sea coast of Tyre and Sidon, which came to hear him, and to be healed of their
diseases; 18 And they that were vexed with unclean spirits: and they were healed. 19
And the whole multitude sought to touch him: for there went virtue out of him, and
healed them all. 20 And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said, Blessed be ye
poor: for yours is the kingdom of God. 21 Blessed are ye that hunger now: for ye shall
be filled. Blessed are ye that weep now: for ye shall laugh. 22 Blessed are ye, when
men shall hate you, and when they shall separate you from their company, and shall
reproach you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of man's sake. 23 Rejoice ye



in that day, and leap for joy: for, behold, your reward is great in heaven: for in the like
manner did their fathers unto the prophets. 24 But woe unto you that are rich! for ye
have received your consolation. 25 Woe unto you that are full! for ye shall hunger. Woe
unto you that laugh now! for ye shall mourn and weep. 26 Woe unto you, when all men
shall speak well of you! for so did their fathers to the false prophets.

Cross-References: Matthew 5:1-12 (Sermon on the Mount); James 5:1-5 (warning to
rich); Luke 16:25 (rich man’s consolation); Psalm 37:16 (better little with righteousness);
1 Timothy 6:6 (contentment).

Passage 13. Luke 14:28-33
Counting the cost of discipleship and material possessions

Luke 14:28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and
counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it? 29 Lest haply, after he hath laid
the foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him, 30
Saying, This man began to build, and was not able to finish. 31 Or what king, going to
make war against another king, sitteth not down first, and consulteth whether he be able
with ten thousand to meet him that cometh against him with twenty thousand? 32 Or
else, while the other is yet a great way off, he sendeth an ambassage, and desireth
conditions of peace. 33 So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that
he hath, he cannot be my disciple.

Cross-References: Matthew 10:37-39 (love for family vs. Christ); Matthew 13:44-46
(selling all for kingdom); Philippians 3:7-8 (counting all as loss); Luke 9:23 (take up
cross); 1 John 2:15-17 (love not the world).

Passage 14. Mark 6:8-13
Jesus sends believers out with non-monetary power

Mark 6:8 And he called unto him the twelve, and began to send them forth by two and
two; and gave them power over unclean spirits; 8 And commanded them that they
should take nothing for their journey, save a staff only; no scrip, no bread, no money in
their purse: 9 But be shod with sandals; and not put on two coats. 10 And he said unto
them, In what place soever ye enter into an house, there abide till ye depart from that
place. 11 And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear you, when ye depart thence,
shake off the dust under your feet for a testimony against them. Verily | say unto you, It
shall be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of judgment, than for that
city. 12 And they went out, and preached that men should repent. 13 And they cast out
many devils, and anointed with oil many that were sick, and healed them.



Cross-References: Matthew 10:9-15 (parallel); Luke 9:3-6 (parallel); Luke 10:4-12
(seventy sent); Acts 3:6 (no silver, but power); James 2:15-16 (neglecting needs).

Passage 15. Matthew 9:35-38
Jesus was moved with compassion and asks us to help bring others to faith

Matthew 9:35 And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their
synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and
every disease among the people. 36 But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved
with compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep
having no shepherd. 37 Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous,
but the labourers are few; 38 Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send
forth labourers into his harvest.

Cross-References: Mark 6:6 (parallel); Luke 8:1 (parallel); John 4:35 (fields ready for
harvest); Matthew 28:19-20 (Great Commission); Isaiah 53:6 (sheep gone astray).

Passage 16. Luke 9:1-6
Jesus tells us how to preach the Kingdom of Heaven

Luke 9:1 Then he called his twelve disciples together, and gave them power and
authority over all devils, and to cure diseases. 2 And he sent them to preach the
kingdom of God, and to heal the sick. 3 And he said unto them, Take nothing for your
journey, neither staves, nor scrip, neither bread, neither money; neither have two coats
apiece. 4 And whatsoever house ye enter into, there abide, and thence depart. 5 And
whosoever will not receive you, when ye go out of that city, shake off the very dust from
your feet for a testimony against them. 6 And they departed, and went through the
towns, preaching the gospel, and healing every where.

Cross-References: Matthew 10:1-15 (parallel); Mark 6:7-13 (parallel); Luke 10:1-12
(seventy sent); Acts 1:8 (power to witness); Matthew 6:33 (seek God’s kingdom).

Passage 17. John 6:5-14
Jesus has followers feed many with little and yet had more left over

John 6:5 When Jesus then lifted up his eyes, and saw a great company come unto him,
he saith unto Philip, Whence shall we buy bread, that these may eat? 6 And this he said
to prove him: for he himself knew what he would do. 7 Philip answered him, Two
hundred pennyworth of bread is not sufficient for them, that every one of them may take
a little. 8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, saith unto him, 9 There is



a lad here, which hath five barley loaves, and two small fishes: but what are they among
so many? 10 And Jesus said, Make the men sit down. Now there was much grass in the
place. So the men sat down, in number about five thousand. 11 And Jesus took the
loaves; and when he had given thanks, he distributed to the disciples, and the disciples
to them that were set down; and likewise of the fishes as much as they would. 12 When
they were filled, he said unto his disciples, Gather up the fragments that remain, that
nothing be lost. 13 Therefore they gathered them together, and filled twelve baskets
with the fragments of the five barley loaves, which remained over and above unto them
that had eaten. 14 Then those men, when they had seen the miracle that Jesus did,
said, This is of a truth that prophet that should come into the world.

Cross-References: Matthew 14:13-21 (parallel); Mark 6:30-44 (parallel); Luke 9:10-17
(parallel); 2 Kings 4:42-44 (Elisha’s miracle); Psalm 23:1 (Lord is my shepherd).

Passage 18. Revelation 22:7-15
Jesus promises rewards

Revelation 22:7 Behold, | come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth the sayings of the
prophecy of this book. 8 And | John saw these things, and heard them. And when | had
heard and seen, | fell down to worship before the feet of the angel which shewed me
these things. 9 Then saith he unto me, See thou do it not: for | am thy fellowservant,
and of thy brethren the prophets, and of them which keep the sayings of this book:
worship God. 10 And he saith unto him, Seal not the sayings of the prophecy of this
book: for the time is at hand. 11 He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is
filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that
is holy, let him be holy still. 12 And, behold, | come quickly; and my reward is with me, to
give every man according as his work shall be. 13 | am Alpha and Omega, the
beginning and the end, the first and the last. 14 Blessed are they that do his
commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through
the gates into the city. 15 For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and
murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie.

Cross-References: Revelation 1:3 (blessing for obedience); John 14:15 (keep
commands); Matthew 25:21 (faithful servant rewarded); 2 Timothy 4:8 (crown of
righteousness); Revelation 20:12 (judgment by works).

Passage 19. Matthew 6:1-18

Jesus tells us to forgive debts



Matthew 6:1 Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of them:
otherwise ye have no reward of your Father which is in heaven. 2 Therefore when thou
doest thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the
synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory of men. Verily | say unto you,
They have their reward. 3 But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy
right hand doeth: 4 That thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father which seeth in
secret himself shall reward thee openly. 5 And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as
the hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners
of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily | say unto you, They have their
reward. 6 But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut
thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall
reward thee openly. 7 But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for
they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking. 8 Be not ye therefore like
unto them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask him. 9
After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy
name. 10 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 11 Give us
this day our daily bread. 12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 13 And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 14 For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your
heavenly Father will also forgive you: 15 But if ye forgive not men their trespasses,
neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 16 Moreover when ye fast, be not, as
the hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for they disfigure their faces, that they may
appear unto men to fast. Verily | say unto you, They have their reward. 17 But thou,
when thou fastest, anoint thine head, and wash thy face; 18 That thou appear not unto
men to fast, but unto thy Father which is in secret: and thy Father, which seeth in secret,
shall reward thee openly.

Cross-References: Luke 11:41 (giving from the heart); Matthew 18:23-35 (parable of
unforgiving servant); Colossians 3:13 (forgive as Christ forgave); Luke 6:38 (give and
receive); 2 Corinthians 9:7 (cheerful giving).

Passage 20. Luke 12:42-48
Accountability for the stewardship of God's resources

Luke 12:42 And the Lord said, Who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom his lord
shall make ruler over his household, to give them their portion of meat in due season?
43 Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing. 44 Of a
truth | say unto you, that he will make him ruler over all that he hath. 45 But and if that
servant say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming; and shall begin to beat the
menservants and maidens, and to eat and drink, and to be drunken; 46 The lord of that



servant will come in a day when he looketh not for him, and at an hour when he is not
aware, and will cut him in sunder, and will appoint him his portion with the unbelievers.
47 And that servant, which knew his lord's will, and prepared not himself, neither did
according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. 48 But he that knew not, and did
commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes. For unto whomsoever
much is given, of him shall be much required: and to whom men have committed much,
of him they will ask the more.

Cross-References: Matthew 24:45-51 (parallel); Matthew 25:14-30 (parable of talents);
1 Corinthians 4:2 (stewards must be faithful); James 4:17 (knowing good and not doing
it); Romans 2:12 (judgment without law).

Passage 21. Luke 10:1-21
Jesus speaks of invisible provision

Luke 10:1 After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, and sent them two
and two before his face into every city and place, whither he himself would come. 2
Therefore said he unto them, The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few: pray
ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth labourers into his harvest.
3 Go your ways: behold, | send you forth as lambs among wolves. 4 Carry neither
purse, nor scrip, nor shoes: and salute no man by the way. 5 And into whatsoever
house ye enter, first say, Peace be to this house. 6 And if the son of peace be there,
your peace shall rest upon it: if not, it shall turn to you again. 7 And in the same house
remain, eating and drinking such things as they give: for the labourer is worthy of his
hire. Go not from house to house. 8 And into whatsoever city ye enter, and they receive
you, eat such things as are set before you: 9 And heal the sick that are therein, and say
unto them, The kingdom of God is come nigh unto you. 10 But into whatsoever city ye
enter, and they receive you not, go your ways out into the streets of the same, and say,
11 Even the very dust of your city, which cleaveth on us, we do wipe off against you:
notwithstanding be ye sure of this, that the kingdom of God is come nigh unto you. 12
But | say unto you, that it shall be more tolerable in that day for Sodom, than for that
city. 13 Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty works had
been done in Tyre and Sidon, which have been done in you, they had a great while ago
repented, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. 14 But it shall be more tolerable for Tyre and
Sidon at the judgment, than for you. 15 And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted to
heaven, shalt be thrust down to hell. 16 He that heareth you heareth me; and he that
despiseth you despiseth me; and he that despiseth me despiseth him that sent me. 17
And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are subject unto
us through thy name. 18 And he said unto them, | beheld Satan as lightning fall from
heaven. 19 Behold, | give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over



all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you. 20
Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather
rejoice, because your names are written in heaven. 21 In that hour Jesus rejoiced in
spirit, and said, | thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast hid
these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes: even so,
Father; for so it seemed good in thy sight.

Cross-References: Matthew 10:1-15 (sending the Twelve); Mark 6:7-13 (parallel); Luke
9:1-6 (Twelve sent); Matthew 9:37-38 (harvest plentiful); 1 Corinthians 9:14 (laborer
worthy of hire).

Passage 22. Matthew 6:19-34
Jesus teaches on Wealth, Treasure and Provision in this world and Heaven

Matthew 6:19 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth
corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: 20 But lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not
break through nor steal: 21 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 22
The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be
full of light. 23 But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If
therefore the light that in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness! 24 No man can
serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold
to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. 25 Therefore |
say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor
yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than
raiment? 26 Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor
gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than
they? 27 Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature? 28 And
why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil
not, neither do they spin: 29 And yet | say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory
was not arrayed like one of these. 30 Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field,
which to day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you,
O ye of little faith? 31 Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What
shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? 32 (For after all these things do the
Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things.
33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things
shall be added unto you. 34 Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow
shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.



Cross-References: Luke 12:33-34 (parallel); 1 Timothy 6:17-19 (riches in heaven);
James 5:1-3 (warning against hoarding); Hebrews 13:5 (contentment); Matthew 19:21
(sell and follow).

Passage 23. Revelation 6:1-8
Jesus speaks of financial hardship

Revelation 6:1 And | saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals, and | heard, as it
were the noise of thunder, one of the four beasts saying, Come and see. 2 And | saw,
and behold a white horse: and he that sat on him had a bow; and a crown was given
unto him: and he went forth conquering, and to conquer. 3 And when he had opened the
second seal, | heard the second beast say, Come and see. 4 And there went out
another horse that was red: and power was given to him that sat thereon to take peace
from the earth, and that they should kill one another: and there was given unto him a
great sword. 5 And when he had opened the third seal, | heard the third beast say,
Come and see. And | beheld, and lo a black horse; and he that sat on him had a pair of
balances in his hand. 6 And | heard a voice in the midst of the four beasts say, A
measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures of barley for a penny; and see thou
hurt not the oil and the wine. 7 And when he had opened the fourth seal, | heard the
voice of the fourth beast say, Come and see. 8 And | looked, and behold a pale horse:
and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed with him. And power was
given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and with hunger, and
with death, and with the beasts of the earth.

Cross-References: Zechariah 6:1-8 (horses in prophecy); Matthew 24:6-7 (wars and
famines); Revelation 18:11-13 (economic collapse); Amos 8:11-12 (famine of God’s
word); Daniel 11:43 (control of wealth).

Passage 24. Mark 10:17-31
Jesus explains how being affluent stops many from being saved

Mark 10:17 And when he was gone forth into the way, there came one running, and
kneeled to him, and asked him, Good Master, what shall | do that | may inherit eternal
life? 18 And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but
one, that is, God. 19 Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not
kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Defraud not, Honour thy father and mother.
20 And he answered and said unto him, Master, all these have | observed from my
youth. 21 Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto him, One thing thou
lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have
treasure in heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow me. 22 And he was sad at



that saying, and went away grieved: for he had great possessions. 23 And Jesus looked
round about, and saith unto his disciples, How hardly shall they that have riches enter
into the kingdom of God! 24 And the disciples were astonished at his words. But Jesus
answereth again, and saith unto him, Children, how hard is it for them that trust in riches
to enter into the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a
needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. 26 And they were
astonished out of measure, saying among themselves, Who then can be saved? 27 And
Jesus looking upon them saith, With men it is impossible, but not with God: for with God
all things are possible. 28 Then Peter began to say unto him, Lo, we have left all, and
have followed thee. 29 And Jesus answered and said, Verily | say unto you, There is no
man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children,
or lands, for my sake, and the gospel's, 30 But he shall receive an hundredfold now in
this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with
persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life. 31 But many that are first shall be
last; and the last first.

Cross-References: Matthew 19:16-30 (parallel); Luke 18:18-30 (parallel); 1 Timothy
6:9-10 (dangers of wealth); Matthew 6:24 (God vs. mammon); Luke 12:33 (sell and
give).

Passage 25. Matthew 10:1-20
Jesus talks about the role of money in ministry

Matthew 10:1 And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave them
power against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and
all manner of disease. 2 Now the names of the twelve apostles are these; The first,
Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and
John his brother; 3 Philip, and Bartholomew; Thomas, and Matthew the publican; James
the son of Alphaeus, and Lebbaeus, whose surname was Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the
Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed him. 5 These twelve Jesus sent forth,
and commanded them, saying, Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of
the Samaritans enter ye not: 6 But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7
And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. 8 Heal the sick,
cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give. 9
Provide neither gold, nor silver, nor brass in your purses, 10 Nor scrip for your journey,
neither two coats, neither shoes, nor yet staves: for the workman is worthy of his meat.
11 And into whatsoever city or town ye shall enter, enquire who in it is worthy; and there
abide till ye go thence. 12 And when ye come into an house, salute it. 13 And if the
house be worthy, let your peace come upon it: but if it be not worthy, let your peace
return to you. 14 And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear your words, when ye



depart out of that house or city, shake off the dust of your feet. 15 Verily | say unto you,
It shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of judgment,
than for that city. 16 Behold, | send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye
therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves. 17 But beware of men: for they will
deliver you up to the councils, and they will scourge you in their synagogues; 18 And ye
shall be brought before governors and kings for my sake, for a testimony against them
and the Gentiles. 19 But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall
speak: for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall speak. 20 For it is not ye
that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you.

Cross-References: Mark 6:7-13 (parallel); Luke 9:1-6 (parallel); Luke 10:1-12 (seventy
sent); 1 Corinthians 9:14 (laborer worthy of hire); Acts 3:6 (no silver, but power).

Passage 26. Luke 10:25-37
One proof of a good person. A good person gives all: Time, Talent and Treasure

Luke 10:25 And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, saying, Master,
what shall | do to inherit eternal life? 26 He said unto him, What is written in the law?
how readest thou? 27 And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy
neighbour as thyself. 28 And he said unto him, Hast answered right: this do, and thou
shalt live. 29 But he, willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus, And who is my
neighbour? 30 And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to
Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him,
and departed, leaving him half dead. 31 And by chance there came down a certain
priest that way: and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32 And likewise
a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked on him, and passed by on the
other side. 33 But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and when
he saw him, he had compassion on him, 34 And went to him, and bound up his wounds,
pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and
took care of him. 35 And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence, and
gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care of him; and whatsoever thou
spendest more, when | come again, | will repay thee. 36 Which now of these three,
thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves? 37 And he said, He
that shewed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise.

Cross-References: Matthew 22:34-40 (parallel); Mark 12:28-34 (parallel); Deuteronomy
6:5 (love God); Leviticus 19:18 (love neighbor); James 2:8 (royal law).

Passage 27. John 6:26-35



Jesus speaks of His gold that is eternally valuable

John 6:26 Jesus answered them and said, Verily, verily, | say unto you, Ye seek me, not
because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled. 27
Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto
everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father
sealed. 28 Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work the works of
God? 29 Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe
on him whom he hath sent. 30 They said therefore unto him, What sign shewest thou
then, that we may see, and believe thee? what dost thou work? 31 Our fathers did eat
manna in the desert; as it is written, He gave them bread from heaven to eat. 32 Then
Jesus said unto him, Verily, verily, | say unto you, Moses gave you not that bread from
heaven; but my Father giveth you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God
is he which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world. 34 Then said they
unto him, Lord, evermore give us this bread. 35 And Jesus said unto him, | am the
bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall
never thirst.

Cross-References: John 4:34 (Jesus’ food is God’s will); Matthew 6:33 (seek God’s
kingdom); Revelation 22:12 (reward for work); John 3:16 (eternal life); Matthew 6:19-21
(treasures in heaven).

Passage 28. Matthew 13:1-13
Jesus teaches about ROl and the power of true gold to impact people and increase

Matthew 13:1 The same day went Jesus out of the house, and sat by the sea side. 2
And great multitudes were gathered together unto him, so that he went into a ship, and
sat; and the whole multitude stood on the shore. 3 And he spake many things unto them
in parables, saying, Behold, a sower went forth to sow; 4 And when he sowed, some
seeds fell by the way side, and the fowls came and devoured them up: 5 Some fell upon
stony places, where they had not much earth: and forthwith they sprung up, because
they had no deepness of earth: 6 And when the sun was up, they were scorched; and
because they had no root, and withered away. 7 And some fell among thorns; and the
thorns sprung up, and choked them: 8 But other fell into good ground, and brought forth
fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold. 9 Who hath ears to hear, let
him hear. 10 And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why speakest thou unto them
in parables? 11 He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know
the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given. 12 For whosoever
hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have more abundance: but whosoever hath
not, from him shall be taken away even that he hath. 13 Therefore speak | to them in



parables: because they seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they
understand.

Cross-References: Mark 4:1-20 (parallel); Luke 8:4-15 (parallel); Matthew 25:29 (to him
who has, more given); John 15:8 (bearing fruit glorifies God); 1 Timothy 6:9 (riches
choke faith).

Passage 29. Luke 8:1-18
Jesus explains the difference between a good heart and one hardened or choked

Luke 8:1 And it came to pass afterward, that he went throughout every city and village,
preaching and shewing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God: and the twelve were with
him, 2 And certain women, which had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities, Mary
called Magdalene, out of whom went seven devils, 3 And Joanna the wife of Chuza
Herod's steward, and Susanna, and many others, which ministered unto him of their
substance. 4 And when much people were gathered together, and were come to him
out of every city, he spake by a parable: 5 A sower went out to sow his seed: and as he
sowed, some fell by the way side; and it was trodden down, and the fowls of the air
devoured it. 6 And some fell upon a rock; and as soon as it was sprung up, it withered
away, because it lacked moisture. 7 And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprang
up with it, and choked it. 8 And other fell on good ground, and sprang up, and bare fruit
an hundredfold. And when he had said these things, he cried, He that hath ears to hear,
let him hear. 9 And his disciples asked him, saying, What might this parable be? 10 And
he said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God: but to others
in parables; that seeing they might not see, and hearing they might not understand. 11
Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. 12 Those by the way side are
they that hear; then cometh the devil, and taketh away the word out of their hearts, lest
they should believe and be saved. 13 They on the rock are they, which, when they hear,
receive the word with joy; and these have no root, which for a while believe, and in time
of temptation fall away. 14 And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they
have heard, go forth, and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life,
and bring no fruit to perfection. 15 But that on the good ground are they, which in an
honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with
patience. 16 No man, when he hath lighted a candle, covereth it with a vessel, or
putteth it under a bed; but setteth it on a candlestick, that they which enter in may see
the light. 17 For nothing is secret, that shall not be made manifest; neither any thing hid,
that shall not be known and come abroad. 18 Take heed therefore how ye hear: for
whosoever hath, to him shall be given; and whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken
even that which he seemeth to have.



Cross-References: Matthew 13:1-23 (parallel); Mark 4:1-20 (parallel); Matthew 6:19-21
(treasures in heaven); Acts 4:32-35 (believers’ support); 1 Timothy 6:9 (riches choke
faith).

Passage 30. Revelation 13:1-10
The Beast's economic and spiritual control

Revelation 13:1 And | stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of
the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon
his heads the name of blasphemy. 2 And the beast which | saw was like unto a leopard,
and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the
dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority. 3 And | saw one of his
heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound was healed: and all the world
wondered after the beast. 4 And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto
the beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is
able to make war with him? 5 And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great
things and blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue forty and two
months. 6 And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his
name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven. 7 And it was given unto him to
make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was given him over all
kindreds, and tongues, and nations. 8 And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship
him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the
foundation of the world. 9 If any man have an ear, let him hear. 10 He that leadeth into
captivity shall go into captivity: he that killeth with the sword must be killed with the
sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the saints.

Cross-References: Daniel 7:7-8 (fourth beast); Revelation 17:8 (beast from abyss);
Daniel 7:25 (speaking against God); Revelation 14:9-11 (worshiping the beast);
Revelation 20:4 (those who did not worship the beast).

Passage 31. Mark 11:15-19
Jesus gets angry at businessmen

Mark 11:15 And they come to Jerusalem: and Jesus went into the temple, and began to
cast out them that sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the
moneychangers, and the seats of them that sold doves; 16 And would not suffer that
any man should carry any vessel through the temple. 17 And he taught, saying unto
them, Is it not written, My house shall be called of all nations the house of prayer? but
ye have made it a den of thieves. 18 And the scribes and chief priests heard it, and



sought how they might destroy him: for they feared him, because all the people was
astonished at his doctrine. 19 And when even was come, he went out of the city.

Cross-References: Matthew 21:12-13 (parallel); Luke 19:45-46 (parallel); John 2:13-16
(parallel); Isaiah 56:7 (house of prayer); Jeremiah 7:11 (den of thieves).

Passage 32. Matthew 13:18-23
Jesus on the dangers of worldly wealth

Matthew 13:18 Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower. 19 When any one heareth
the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and
catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. This is he which received seed by the
way side. 20 But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he that
heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it; 21 Yet hath he not root in himself, but
dureth for a while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by
and by he is offended. 22 He also that received seed among the thorns is he that
heareth the word; and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the
word, and he becometh unfruitful. 23 But he that received seed into the good ground is
he that heareth the word, and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth
forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.

Cross-References: Mark 4:13-20 (parallel); Luke 8:11-15 (parallel); 1 Timothy 6:9-10
(riches choke faith); Matthew 6:24 (God vs. mammon); John 16:33 (peace in Christ).

Passage 33. Luke 12:12-34
Jesus on poor investing and possible corrections/recovery

Luke 12:12 For the Holy Ghost shall teach you in the same hour what ye ought to say.
13 And one of the company said unto him, Master, speak to my brother, that he divide
the inheritance with me. 14 And he said unto him, Man, who made me a judge or a
divider over you? 15 And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness:
for a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth. 16
And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought
forth plentifully: 17 And he thought within himself, saying, What shall | do? because |
have no room where to bestow my fruits? 18 And he said, This will | do: | will pull down
my barns, and build greater; and there will | bestow all my fruits and my goods. 19 And |
will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease,
eat, drink, and be merry. 20 But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall
be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided? 21 So
is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God. 22 And he said unto



his disciples, Therefore | say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat;
neither for the body, what ye shall put on. 23 The life is more than meat, and the body is
more than raiment. 24 Consider the ravens: for they neither sow nor reap; which neither
have storehouse nor barn; and God feedeth them: how much more are ye better than
the fowls? 25 And which of you with taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature?
26 If ye then be not able to do that thing which is least, why take ye thought for the rest?
27 Consider the lilies how they grow: they toil not, they spin not; and yet | say unto you,
that Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 28 If then God so clothe
the grass, which to day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven; how much more will he
clothe you, O ye of little faith? 29 And seek not ye what ye shall eat, or what ye shall
drink, neither be ye of doubtful mind. 30 For all these things do the nations of the world
seek after: and your Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. 31 But rather
seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these things shall be added unto you. 32 Fear not,
little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell that ye
have, and give alms; provide yourselves bags which wax not old, a treasure in the
heavens that faileth not, where no thief approacheth, neither moth corrupteth. 34 For
where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

Cross-References: Matthew 6:19-34 (parallel); 1 Timothy 6:6-10 (contentment); James
5:1-3 (warning to rich); Luke 16:19-31 (rich man and Lazarus); Matthew 19:21 (sell and
give).

Passage 34. John 12:1-8

Jesus shows how to powerfully deploy resources through disruptive practices to achieve
maximum ROI

John 12:1 Then Jesus six days before the passover came to Bethany, where Lazarus
was, which had been dead, whom he raised from the dead. 2 There they made him a
supper; and Martha served: but Lazarus was one of them that sat at the table with him.
3 Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of
Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair: and the house was filled with the odour of the
ointment. 4 Then saith one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, which should
betray him, 5 Why was not this ointment sold for three hundred pence, and given to the
poor? 6 This he said, not that he cared for the poor; but because he was a thief, and
had the bag, and bare what was put therein. 7 Then said Jesus, Let her alone: against
the day of my burying hath she kept this. 8 For the poor always ye have with you; but
me ye have not always.

Cross-References: Matthew 26:6-13 (parallel); Mark 14:3-9 (parallel); Luke 7:36-50
(similar anointing); Deuteronomy 15:11 (poor always with you); Matthew 6:24 (God vs.
mammon).



Passage 35. Matthew 26:6-16
Money reveals and empowers the darkened soul

Matthew 26:6 Now when Jesus was in Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper, 7
There came unto him a woman having an alabaster box of very precious ointment, and
poured it on his head, as he sat at meat. 8 But when his disciples saw it, they had
indignation, saying, To what purpose is this waste? 9 For this ointment might have been
sold for much, and given to the poor. 10 When Jesus understood it, he said unto them,
Why trouble ye the woman? for she hath wrought a good work upon me. 11 For ye have
the poor always with you; but me ye have not always. 12 For in that she hath poured
this ointment on my body, she did it for my burial. 13 Verily | say unto you, Wheresoever
this gospel shall be preached in the whole world, there shall also this, that this woman
hath done, be told for a memorial of her. 14 Then one of the twelve, called Judas
Iscariot, went unto the chief priests, 15 And said unto them, What will ye give me, and |
will deliver him unto you? And they covenanted with him for thirty pieces of silver. 16
And from that time he sought opportunity to betray him.

Cross-References: Mark 14:3-11 (parallel); John 12:1-8 (parallel); Matthew 6:24 (God
vs. mammon); Zechariah 11:12 (thirty pieces of silver); Acts 5:1-11 (Ananias and
Sapphira).

Passage 36. Revelation 17:1-6
The allure and corruption of worldly wealth (Babylon)

Revelation 17:1 And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials,
and talked with me, saying unto me, Come hither; | will shew unto thee the judgment of
the great whore that sitteth upon many waters: 2 With whom the kings of the earth have
committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the
wine of her fornication. 3 So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and |
saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having
seven heads and ten horns. 4 And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour,
and decked with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand
full of abominations and filthiness of her fornication: 5 And upon her forehead was a
name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND
ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. 6 And | saw the woman drunken with the blood of
the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when | saw her, | wondered
with great admiration.



Cross-References: Jeremiah 51:13 (Babylon on many waters); Revelation 18:16
(Babylon's riches); Revelation 18:2-3 (Babylon's fall); Revelation 19:2 (God judges the
harlot); Daniel 7:23 (world-devouring kingdom).

Passage 37. Luke 15:8-10
Jesus tells us how valuable we are and how He searches for us

Luke 15:8 Either what woman having ten pieces of silver, if she lose one piece, doth not
light a candle, and sweep the house, and seek diligently till she find it? 9 And when she
hath found it, she calleth her friends and her neighbours together, saying, Rejoice with
me; for | have found the piece which | had lost. 10 Likewise, | say unto you, there is joy
in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.

Cross-References: Luke 15:3-7 (lost sheep); Luke 15:11-32 (prodigal son); Matthew
18:12-14 (lost sheep); John 3:16 (God’s love for the world); 1 Timothy 1:15 (Christ
saves sinners).

Passage 38. Mark 14:11-13
Jesus uses wealth in ways some disciples didn't like

Mark 14:11 And when they heard it, they were glad, and promised to give him money.
And he sought how he might conveniently betray him. 12 And the first day of
unleavened bread, when they killed the passover, his disciples said unto him, Where
wilt thou that we go and prepare that thou mayest eat the passover? 13 And he sendeth
forth two of his disciples, and saith unto them, Go ye into the city, and there shall meet
you a man bearing a pitcher of water: follow him.

Cross-References: Matthew 26:14-16 (Judas’ betrayal); Luke 22:7-13 (parallel); John
12:1-8 (Mary’s costly anointing); Matthew 6:24 (God vs. mammon); Acts 5:1-11
(Ananias and Sapphira).

Passage 39. Matthew 27:1-8
There is a time when it is too late to turn back

Matthew 27:1 When the morning was come, all the chief priests and elders of the
people took counsel against Jesus to put him to death: 2 And when they had bound
him, they led him away, and delivered him to Pontius Pilate the governor. 3 Then Judas,
which had betrayed him, when he saw that he was condemned, repented himself, and
brought again the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, 4 Saying, | have
sinned in that | have betrayed the innocent blood. And they said, What is that to us? see



thou to that. 5 And he cast down the pieces of silver in the temple, and departed, and
went and hanged himself. 6 And the chief priests took the silver pieces, and said, It is
not lawful for to put them into the treasury, because it is the price of blood. 7 And they
took counsel, and bought with them the potter's field, to bury strangers in. 8 Wherefore
that field was called, The field of blood, unto this day.

Cross-References: Mark 14:10-11 (Judas’ betrayal); Luke 22:3-6 (parallel); Zechariah
11:12-13 (thirty pieces of silver); Acts 1:18-19 (Judas’ death); Matthew 6:24 (God vs.
mammon).

Passage 40. Luke 16:19-31

Jesus gives the only example of a man in Hell in the Bible. He gives the man no name
but Rich Man

Luke 16:19 There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen,
and fared sumptuously every day: 20 And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus,
which was laid at his gate, full of sores, 21 And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which
fell from the rich man's table: moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. 22 And it
came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham's
bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried; 23 And in hell he lift up his eyes, being
in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 24 And he cried
and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the
tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for | am tormented in this flame. 25 But
Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and
likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented. 26 And
beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would
pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from
thence. 27 Then he said, | pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to
my father's house: 28 For | have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they
also come into this place of torment. 29 Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and
the prophets; let them hear them. 30 And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went
unto them from the dead, they will repent. 31 And he said unto him, If they hear not
Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the
dead.

Cross-References: Luke 12:15-21 (rich fool); Matthew 6:24 (God vs. mammon); James
5:1-5 (warning to rich); Revelation 3:17 (false riches); Luke 6:24 (woe to rich).

Passage 41. John 19:34-40

Some disciples had wealth and influence for a specific reason at a specific time



John 19:34 But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came
there out blood and water. 35 And he that saw it bare record, and his record is true: and
he knoweth that he saith true, that ye might believe. 36 For these things were done, that
the scripture should be fulfiled, A bone of him shall not be broken. 37 And again
another scripture saith, They shall look on him whom they pierced. 38 And after this
Joseph of Arimathaea, being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews,
besought Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus: and Pilate gave him leave.
He came therefore, and took the body of Jesus. 39 And there came also Nicodemus,
which at the first came to Jesus by night, and brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes,
about an hundred pound weight. 40 Then took they the body of Jesus, and wound it in
linen clothes with the spices, as the manner of the Jews is to bury.

Cross-References: Matthew 27:57-60 (Joseph of Arimathea); Luke 23:50-56 (parallel);
John 3:1-2 (Nicodemus); Mark 15:42-46 (parallel); Acts 4:36-37 (Barnabas’ wealth).

Passage 42. Matthew 13:18-30, 36-43
Jesus teaches about the world and compares its children to His children

Matthew 13:18 Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower. 19 When any one heareth
the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and
catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. This is he which received seed by the
way side. 20 But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he that
heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it; 21 Yet hath he not root in himself, but
dureth for a while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by
and by he is offended. 22 He also that received seed among the thorns is he that
heareth the word; and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the
word, and he becometh unfruitful. 23 But he that received seed into the good ground is
he that heareth the word, and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth
forth, some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold. 24 Another parable put he
forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed
good seed in his field: 25 But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among
the wheat, and went his way. 26 But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth
fruit, then appeared the tares also. 27 So the servants of the householder came and
said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy field? from whence then hath it
tares? 28 He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The servants said unto him, Wilt
thou then that we go and gather them up? 29 But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up
the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow together until the
harvest: and in the time of harvest | will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the
tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn. 36
Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and went into the house: and his disciples came



unto him, saying, Declare unto us the parable of the tares of the field. 37 He answered
and said unto them, He that soweth the good seed is the Son of man; 38 The field is the
world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom; but the tares are the children of
the wicked one; 39 The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of
the world; and the reapers are the angels. 40 As therefore the tares are gathered and
burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this world. 41 The Son of man shall send
forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, and them
which do iniquity; 42 And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and
gnashing of teeth. 43 Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of
their Father. Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.

Cross-References: Mark 4:13-20 (sower parallel); Luke 8:11-15 (sower parallel);
Matthew 25:31-46 (final judgment); Revelation 20:11-15 (judgment); John 15:8 (bearing
fruit).

Passage 43. Mark 12:13-17
Jesus teaches how to interact with the world economy

Mark 12:13 And they send unto him certain of the Pharisees and of the Herodians, to
catch him in his words. 14 And when they were come, they say unto him, Master, we
know that thou art true, and carest for no man: for thou regardest not the person of men,
but teachest the way of God in truth: Is it lawful to give tribute to Caesar, or not? 15
Shall we give, or shall we not give? But he, knowing their hypocrisy, said unto them,
Why tempt ye me? bring me a penny, that | may see it. 16 And they brought it. And he
saith unto them, Whose is this image and superscription? And they said unto them,
Caesar's. 17 And Jesus answering said unto him, Render to Caesar the things that are
Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's. And they marvelled at him.

Cross-References: Matthew 22:15-22 (parallel); Luke 20:20-26 (parallel); Romans
13:1-7 (submit to authorities); John 17:14-16 (not of this world); 1 Peter 2:13-17 (honor
authorities).

Passage 44. Luke 16:1-13
Jesus teaches how to gain eternal good by divesting from worldly things

Luke 16:1 And he said also unto his disciples, There was a certain rich man, which had
a steward; and the same was accused unto him that he had wasted his goods. 2 And he
called him, and said unto him, How is it that | hear this of thee? give an account of thy
stewardship; for thou mayest be no longer steward. 3 Then the steward said within
himself, What shall | do? for my lord taketh away from me the stewardship: | cannot dig;



to beg | am ashamed. 4 | am resolved what to do, that, when | am put out of the
stewardship, they may receive me into their houses. 5 So he called every one of his
lord's debtors unto him, and said unto the first, How much owest thou unto my lord? 6
And he said, An hundred measures of oil. And he said unto him, Take thy bill, and sit
down quickly, and write fifty. 7 Then said he to another, And how much owest thou? And
he said, An hundred measures of wheat. And he said unto him, Take thy bill, and write
fourscore. 8 And the lord commended the unjust steward, because he had done wisely:
for the children of this world are in their generation wiser than the children of light. 9 And
| say unto you, Make to yourselves friends of the mammon of unrighteousness; that,
when ye fail, they may receive you into everlasting habitations. 10 He that is faithful in
that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also
in much. 11 If therefore ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will
commit to your trust the true riches? 12 And if ye have not been faithful in that which is
another man's, who shall give you that which is your own? 13 No servant can serve two
masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the
one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.

Cross-References: Matthew 6:24 (God vs. mammon); Luke 12:15-21 (parable of rich
fool); 1 Timothy 6:17-19 (riches in heaven); Matthew 25:14-30 (parable of talents); Luke
16:19-31 (rich man and Lazarus).

Passage 45. Matthew 13:44-46
Jesus teaches to sell all to gain the Kingdom

Matthew 13:44 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the
which when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that
he hath, and buyeth that field. 45 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant
man, seeking goodly pearls: 46 Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went
and sold all that he hath, and bought it.

Cross-References: Matthew 6:33 (seek God’s kingdom); Luke 12:33 (sell and give);
Philippians 3:8 (counting all as loss); Matthew 19:21 (sell and follow); Proverbs 2:4-5
(seek wisdom like treasure).

Passage 46. Luke 17:5-10

Jesus teaches about duty, expectation and recognizing what has been done for
believers

Luke 17:5 And the apostles said unto the Lord, Increase our faith. 6 And the Lord said,
If ye had faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye might say unto this sycamine tree, Be thou



plucked up by the root, and be thou planted in the sea; and it should obey you. 7 But
which of you, having a servant plowing or feeding cattle, will say unto him by and by,
when he is come from the field, Go and sit down to meat? 8 And will not rather say unto
him, Make ready wherewith | may sup, and gird thyself, and serve me, till | have eaten
and drunken; and afterward thou shalt eat and drink? 9 Doth he thank that servant
because he did the things that were commanded him? | trow not. 10 So likewise ye,
when ye shall have done all those things which are commanded you, say, We are
unprofitable servants: we have done that which was our duty to do.

Cross-References: Matthew 17:20 (faith as mustard seed); Luke 12:37 (servants
blessed); Romans 12:1 (living sacrifice); 1 Corinthians 4:7 (all from God); Matthew
25:14-30 (parable of talents).

Passage 47. Matthew 17:22-27
Jesus shows how easy it is for Him to provide for us outside of normal means

Matthew 17:22 And while they abode in Galilee, Jesus said unto them, The Son of man
shall be betrayed into the hands of men: 23 And they shall kill him, and the third day he
shall be raised again. And they were exceeding sorry. 24 And when they were come to
Capernaum, they that received tribute money came to Peter, and said, Doth not your
master pay tribute? 25 He saith, Yes. And when he was come into the house, Jesus
prevented him, saying, What thinkest thou, Simon? of whom do the kings of the earth
take custom or tribute? of their own children, or of strangers? 26 Peter saith unto him,
Of strangers. Jesus saith unto him, Then are the children free. 27 Notwithstanding, lest
we should offend them, go thou to the sea, and cast an hook, and take up the fish that
first cometh up; and when thou hast opened his mouth, thou shalt find a piece of
money: that take, and give unto them for me and thee.

Cross-References: Matthew 14:19-21 (feeding thousands); John 6:5-13 (parallel);
Philippians 4:19 (God supplies needs); 2 Kings 4:42-44 (Elisha’s miracle); Matthew 6:33
(seek God’s kingdom).

Passage 48. Luke 14:12-14
Investing in eternal rewards through hospitality to the needy

Luke 14:12 Then said he also to him that bade him, When thou makest a dinner or a
supper, call not thy friends, nor thy brethren, neither thy kinsmen, nor thy rich
neighbours; lest they also bid thee again, and a recompence be made thee. 13 But
when thou makest a feast, call the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind: 14 And thou



shalt be blessed; for they cannot recompense thee: for thou shalt be recompensed at
the resurrection of the just.

Cross-References: Matthew 6:1-4 (giving in secret); Proverbs 19:17 (lending to the
Lord); Matthew 25:34-40 (serving the least); Luke 6:35 (love enemies, lend); Hebrews
13:2 (entertaining strangers).

Passage 49. Luke 18:22-30
A Rich man seeks Jesus advice on salvation (continued)

Luke 18:22 Now when Jesus heard these things, he said unto him, Yet lackest thou one
thing: sell all that thou hast, and distribute unto the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in
heaven: and come, follow me. 23 And when he heard this, he was very sorrowful: for he
was very rich. 24 And when Jesus saw that he was very sorrowful, he said, How hardly
shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God! 25 For it is easier for a camel
to go through a needle's eye, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. 26
And they that heard it said, Who then can be saved? 27 And he said, The things which
are impossible with men are possible with God. 28 Then Peter said, Lo, we have left all,
and followed thee. 29 And he said unto them, Verily | say unto you, There is no man
that hath left house, or parents, or brethren, or wife, or children, for the kingdom of
God's sake, 30 Who shall not receive manifold more in this present time, and in the
world to come life everlasting.

Cross-References: Matthew 19:16-30 (parallel); Mark 10:17-31 (parallel); Matthew
6:19-21 (treasures in heaven); 1 Timothy 6:9-10 (dangers of wealth); Luke 12:33 (sell
and give).

Passage 50. Matthew 19:16-24
Jesus teaches on gaining wealth and leave worldliness

Matthew 19:16 And, behold, one came and said unto him, Good Master, what good
thing shall | do, that | may have eternal life? 17 And he said unto him, Why callest thou
me good? there is none good but one, that is, God: but if thou wilt enter into life, keep
the commandments. 18 He saith unto him, Which? Jesus said, Thou shalt do no
murder, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false
witness, 19 Honour thy father and thy mother: and, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as
thyself. 20 The young man saith unto him, All these things have | kept from my youth
up: what lack | yet? 21 Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou
hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come and follow
me. 22 But when the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful: for he had



great possessions. 23 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Verily | say unto you, That a
rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven. 24 And again | say unto you, It
is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into
the kingdom of God.

Cross-References: Mark 10:17-31 (parallel); Luke 18:18-30 (parallel); Matthew 6:19-21
(treasures in heaven); 1 Timothy 6:9-10 (dangers of wealth); Luke 12:33 (sell and give).

Passage 51. Luke 19:1-10
An Influential man seeks and finds Jesus

Luke 19:1 And Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. 2 And, behold, there was a
man named Zacchaeus, which was the chief among the publicans, and he was rich. 3
And he sought to see Jesus who he was; and could not for the press, because he was
little of stature. 4 And he ran before, and climbed up into a sycomore tree to see him: for
he was to pass that way. 5 And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up, and saw
him, and said unto him, Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down; for to day | must
abide at thy house. 6 And he made haste, and came down, and received him joyfully. 7
And when they saw it, they all murmured, saying, That he was gone to be guest with a
man that is a sinner. 8 And Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the Lord: Behold, Lord, the
half of my goods | give to the poor; and if | have taken any thing from any man by false
accusation, | restore him fourfold. 9 And Jesus said unto him, This day is salvation
come to this house, forsomuch as he also is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of man
is come to seek and to save that which was lost.

Cross-References: Luke 15:10 (joy over repentance); John 3:17 (save, not condemn);
Matthew 9:11 (eating with sinners); Exodus 22:1 (fourfold restitution); Luke 3:12-14 (tax
collectors).

Passage 52. Matthew 18:23-35
Money reflects a man’s heart

Matthew 18:23 Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a king, which would
take account of his servants. 24 And when he had begun to reckon, one was brought
unto him, which owed him ten thousand talents. 25 But forasmuch as he had not to pay,
his lord commanded him to be sold, and his wife, and children, and all that he had, and
payment to be made. 26 The servant therefore fell down, and worshipped him, saying,
Lord, have patience with me, and | will pay thee all. 27 Then the lord of that servant was
moved with compassion, and loosed him, and forgave him the debt. 28 But the same
servant went out, and found one of his fellowservants, which owed him an hundred



pence: and he laid hands on him, and took him by the throat, saying, Pay me that thou
owest. 29 And his fellowservant fell down at his feet, and besought him, saying, Have
patience with me, and | will pay thee all. 30 And he would not: but went and cast him
into prison, till he should pay the debt. 31 So when his fellowservants saw what was
done, they were very sorry, and came and told unto their lord all that was done. 32 Then
his lord, after that he had called him, said unto him, O thou wicked servant, | forgave
thee all that debt, because thou desiredst me: 33 Shouldest not thou also have had
compassion on thy fellowservant, even as | had pity on thee? 34 And his lord was
wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, till he should pay all that was due unto him.
35 So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive
not every one his brother their trespasses.

Cross-References: Matthew 6:12-15 (forgive debts); Colossians 3:13 (forgive as Christ
forgave); Luke 6:37 (do not judge); Ephesians 4:32 (forgive one another); Matthew 5:7
(merciful receive mercy).

Passage 53. Luke 19:10-26
Jesus teaches of Reward and Loss

Luke 19:10 For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost. 11 And
as they heard these things, he added and spake a parable, because he was nigh to
Jerusalem, and because they thought that the kingdom of God should immediately
appear. 12 He said therefore, A certain nobleman went into a far country to receive for
himself a kingdom, and to return. 13 And he called his ten servants, and delivered them
ten pounds, and said unto them, Occupy till | come. 14 But his citizens hated him, and
sent a message after him, saying, We will not have this man to reign over us. 15 And it
came to pass, that when he was returned, having received the kingdom, then he
commanded these servants to be called unto him, to whom he had given the money,
that he might know how much every man had gained by trading. 16 Then came the first,
saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained ten pounds. 17 And he said unto him, Well, thou
good servant: because thou hast been faithful in a very little, have thou authority over
ten cities. 18 And the second came, saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained five pounds.
19 And he said likewise to him, Be thou also over five cities. 20 And another came,
saying, Lord, behold, here is thy pound, which | have kept laid up in a napkin: 21 For |
feared thee, because thou art an austere man: thou takest up that thou layedst not
down, and reapest that thou didst not sow. 22 And he saith unto him, Out of thine own
mouth will | judge thee, thou wicked servant. Thou knewest that | was an austere man,
taking up that | laid not down, and reaping that | did not sow: 23 Wherefore then gavest
not thou my money into the bank, that at my coming | might have required mine own
with usury? 24 And he said unto them that stood by, Take from him the pound, and give



it to him that hath ten pounds. 25 (And they said unto him, Lord, he hath ten pounds.)
26 For | say unto you, That unto every one which hath shall be given; and from him that
hath not, even that he hath shall be taken away from him.

Cross-References: Matthew 25:14-30 (parable of talents); Luke 16:10 (faithful in little);
Matthew 13:12 (more given to those who have); 2 Timothy 4:8 (crown of righteousness);
Revelation 22:12 (reward for works).

Passage 54. Matthew 20:1-16
Jesus economics regarding work and compensation

Matthew 20:1 For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an householder,
which went out early in the morning to hire labourers into his vineyard. 2 And when he
had agreed with the labourers for a penny a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 And
he went out about the third hour, and saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4 And
said unto them; Go ye also into the vineyard, and whatsoever is right | will give you. And
they went their way. 5 Again he went out about the sixth and ninth hour, and did
likewise. 6 And about the eleventh hour he went out, and found others standing idle,
and saith unto them, Why stand ye here all the day idle? 7 They say unto him, Because
no man hath hired us. He saith unto them, Go ye also into the vineyard; and whatsoever
is right, that shall ye receive. 8 So when even was come, the lord of the vineyard saith
unto his steward, Call the labourers, and give them their hire, beginning from the last
unto the first. 9 And when they came that were hired about the eleventh hour, they
received every man a penny. 10 But when the first came, they supposed that they
should have received more; and they likewise received every man a penny. 11 And
when they had received it, they murmured against the goodman of the house, 12
Saying, These last have wrought but one hour, and thou hast made them equal unto us,
which have borne the burden and heat of the day. 13 But he answered one of them, and
said, Friend, | do thee no wrong: didst not thou agree with me for a penny? 14 Take that
thine is, and go thy way: | will give unto this last, even as unto thee. 15 Is it not lawful for
me to do what | will with mine own? Is thine eye evil, because | am good? 16 So the last
shall be first, and the first last: for many be called, but few chosen.

Cross-References: Matthew 19:30 (last shall be first); Luke 19:11-27 (parable of
pounds); Romans 9:30-32 (grace, not works); 1 Corinthians 3:8 (reward according to
labor); Matthew 25:14-30 (parable of talents).

Passage 55. Luke 21:1-4

Jesus economics regarding maximizing investments



Luke 21:1 And he looked up, and saw the rich men casting their gifts into the treasury. 2
And he saw also a certain poor widow casting in thither two mites. 3 And he said, Of a
truth | say unto you, that this poor widow hath cast in more than they all: 4 For all these
have of their abundance cast in unto the offerings of God: but she of her penury hath
cast in all the living that she had.

Cross-References: Mark 12:41-44 (parallel); 2 Corinthians 8:12 (giving according to
means); Luke 6:38 (give and receive); Matthew 6:1-4 (giving in secret); 1 Timothy
6:17-19 (generosity).

Passage 56. Matthew 25:31-46
Eternal judgment based on how wealth served the needy

Matthew 25:31 When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels
with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: 32 And before him shall be
gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd
divideth his sheep from the goats: 33 And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but
the goats on the left. 34 Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world: 35 For | was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: | was thirsty, and ye gave me
drink: | was a stranger, and ye took me in: 36 Naked, and ye clothed me: | was sick, and
ye visited me: | was in prison, and ye came unto me. 37 Then shall the righteous
answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and
gave thee drink? 38 When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and
clothed thee? 39 Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? 40 And
the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily | say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have
done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. 41 Then
shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: 42 For | was an hungred, and ye gave me no
meat: | was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: 43 | was a stranger, and ye took me not in:
naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not. 44 Then shall
they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a
stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee? 45 Then shall he
answer them, saying, Verily | say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least
of these, ye did it not to me. 46 And these shall go away into everlasting punishment:
but the righteous into life eternal.

Cross-References: Isaiah 58:7 (sharing bread with hungry); James 2:15-16 (faith
without works); Proverbs 14:31 (oppressing poor); Hebrews 13:16 (sharing good
things); 1 John 3:17 (love in action).



Passage 57. Matthew 21:10-13
Jesus demonstrates bold and aggressive means of living a faithful and pleasing life

Matthew 21:10 And when he was come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying,
Who is this? 11 And the multitude said, This is Jesus the prophet of Nazareth of Galilee.
12 And Jesus went into the temple of God, and cast out all them that sold and bought in
the temple, and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, and the seats of them that
sold doves, 13 And said unto them, It is written, My house shall be called the house of
prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves.

Cross-References: Mark 11:15-17 (parallel); Luke 19:45-46 (parallel); John 2:13-16
(parallel); Isaiah 56:7 (house of prayer); Jeremiah 7:11 (den of thieves).

Passage 58. Matthew 25:14-30
Jesus teaches about working for him while living in this world

Matthew 25:14 For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far country, who
called his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods. 15 And unto one he gave
five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every man according to his several
ability; and straightway took his journey. 16 Then he that had received the five talents
went and traded with the same, and made them other five talents. 17 And likewise he
that had received two, he also gained other two. 18 But he that had received one went
and digged in the earth, and hid his lord's money. 19 After a long time the lord of those
servants cometh, and reckoneth with them. 20 And so he that had received five talents
came and brought other five talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents:
behold, | have gained beside them five talents more. 21 His lord said unto him, Well
done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, | will
make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. 22 He also that had
received two talents came and said, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents: behold,
| have gained two other talents beside them. 23 His lord said unto him, Well done, good
and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, | will make thee ruler over
many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. 24 Then he which had received the one
talent came and said, Lord, | knew thee that thou art an hard man, reaping where thou
hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast not strawed: 25 And | was afraid, and
went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou hast that is thine. 26 His lord
answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest that | reap
where | sowed not, and gather where | have not strawed: 27 Thou oughtest therefore to
have put my money to the exchangers, and then at my coming | should have received
mine own with usury? 28 Take therefore the talent from him, and give it unto him which
hath ten talents. 29 For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have



abundance: but from him that hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath. 30
And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.

Cross-References: Luke 19:11-27 (parable of pounds); Matthew 13:12 (more given to
those who have); Luke 16:10 (faithful in little); 2 Timothy 4:8 (crown of righteousness);
Revelation 22:12 (reward for works).

Passage 59. Mark 15:20-28
Soldiers gamble for Jesus' clothes

Mark 15:20 And when they had mocked him, they took off the purple from him, and put
his own clothes on him, and led him out to crucify him. 21 And they compel one Simon a
Cyrenian, who passed by, coming out of the country, the father of Alexander and Rufus,
to bear his cross. 22 And they bring him unto the place Golgotha, which is, being
interpreted, The place of a skull. 23 And they gave him to drink wine mingled with
myrrh: but he received it not. 24 And when they had crucified him, they parted his
garments, casting lots upon them, what every man should take. 25 And it was the third
hour, and they crucified him. 26 And the superscription of his accusation was written
over, THE KING OF THE JEWS. 27 And with him they crucify two thieves; the one on
his right hand, and the other on his left. 28 And the scripture was fulfilled, which saith,
And he was numbered with the transgressors.

Cross-References: Matthew 27:35 (garments divided); Luke 23:34 (casting lots); John
19:23-24 (soldiers divide garments); Psalm 22:18 (prophecy fulfilled); Acts 2:23
(crucifixion foretold).

Passage 60. Revelation 18:1-8
Worldly trade and the source of its wealth

Revelation 18:1 And after these things | saw another angel come down from heaven,
having great power; and the earth was lightened with his glory. 2 And he cried mightily
with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the
habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and
hateful bird. 3 For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and
the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the
earth are waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies. 4 And | heard another
voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her
sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. 5 For her sins have reached unto heaven,
and God hath remembered her iniquities. 6 Reward her even as she rewarded you, and



double unto her double according to her works: in the cup which she hath filled fill to her
double. 7 How much she hath glorified herself, and lived deliciously, so much torment
and sorrow give her: for she saith in her heart, | sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall
see no sorrow. 8 Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death, and mourning,
and famine; and she shall be utterly burned with fire: for strong is the Lord God who
judgeth her.

Cross-References: Isaiah 23:8 (Tyre's merchants as princes); Ezekiel 27:33 (Tyre's
riches); Revelation 17:2 (nations drunk with her wine); Revelation 18:11-19 (merchants
mourn); Jeremiah 50:15 (Babylon's judgment).

Passage 61. Revelation 18:9-19
Merchants mourn the end of worldly commerce

Revelation 18:9 And the kings of the earth, who have committed fornication and lived
deliciously with her, shall bewail her, and lament for her, when they shall see the smoke
of her burning, 10 Standing afar off for the fear of her torment, saying, Alas, alas that
great city Babylon, that mighty city! for in one hour is thy judgment come. 11 And the
merchants of the earth shall weep and mourn over her; for no man buyeth their
merchandise any more: 12 The merchandise of gold, and silver, and precious stones,
and of pearls, and fine linen, and purple, and silk, and scarlet, and all thyine wood, and
all manner vessels of ivory, and all manner vessels of most precious wood, and of
brass, and iron, and marble, 13 And cinnamon, and odours, and ointments, and
frankincense, and wine, and oil, and fine flour, and wheat, and beasts, and sheep, and
horses, and chariots, and slaves, and souls of men. 14 And the fruits that thy soul lusted
after are departed from thee, and all things which were dainty and goodly are departed
from thee, and thou shalt find them no more at all. 15 The merchants of these things,
which were made rich by her, shall stand afar off for the fear of her torment, weeping
and wailing, 16 And saying, Alas, alas that great city, that was clothed in fine linen, and
purple, and scarlet, and decked with gold, and precious stones, and pearls! 17 For in
one hour so great riches is come to nought. And every shipmaster, and all the company
in ships, and sailors, and as many as trade by sea, stood afar off, 18 And cried when
they saw the smoke of her burning, saying, What city is like unto this great city! 19 And
they cast dust on their heads, and cried, weeping and wailing, saying, Alas, alas that
great city, wherein were made rich all that had ships in the sea by reason of her
costliness! for in one hour is she made desolate.

Cross-References: Revelation 18:3 (merchants waxed rich); Ezekiel 27:36 (merchants
hiss at Tyre); Revelation 18:17-19 (shipmasters lament); Isaiah 23:1 (lament for Tyre);
Revelation 6:5-6 (economic distress).



Passage 62. Luke 11:42
The danger of tithing without justice and love

Luke 11:42 But woe unto you, Pharisees! for ye tithe mint and rue and all manner of
herbs, and pass over judgment and the love of God: these ought ye to have done, and
not to leave the other undone.

Cross-References: Matthew 23:23 (tithing mint, anise, cummin); Micah 6:8 (justice,
mercy, humility); 1 Samuel 15:22 (obedience better than sacrifice); Hosea 6:6 (mercy
not sacrifice); James 2:13 (judgment without mercy).

Passage 63. Revelation 18:1-11

The business relationship between Evil Powers and the Wealthy comes to an end.
Jesus lays out the end of the worldly rich and influential

Revelation 18:1 And after these things | saw another angel come down from heaven,
having great power; and the earth was lightened with his glory. 2 And he cried mightily
with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the
habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and
hateful bird. 3 For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and
the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the
earth are waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies. 4 And | heard another
voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her
sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. 5 For her sins have reached unto heaven,
and God hath remembered her iniquities. 6 Reward her even as she rewarded you, and
double unto her double according to her works: in the cup which she hath filled fill to her
double. 7 How much she hath glorified herself, and lived deliciously, so much torment
and sorrow give her: for she saith in her heart, | sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall
see no sorrow. 8 Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death, and mourning,
and famine; and she shall be utterly burned with fire: for strong is the Lord God who
judgeth her. 9 And the kings of the earth, who have committed fornication and lived
deliciously with her, shall bewail her, and lament for her, when they shall see the smoke
of her burning, 10 Standing afar off for the fear of her torment, saying, Alas, alas that
great city Babylon, that mighty city! for in one hour is thy judgment come. 11 And the
merchants of the earth shall weep and mourn over her; for no man buyeth their
merchandise any more:

Cross-References: Revelation 17:1-6 (Babylon’s sins); Isaiah 47:8-9 (Babylon’s pride);
Jeremiah 51:6-9 (flee Babylon); James 5:1-5 (rich weep); Revelation 6:5-6 (economic
hardship).



Passage 64. Matthew 10:37-39
Prioritizing Christ over earthly ties and possessions

Matthew 10:37 He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and
he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38 And he that taketh
not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me. 39 He that findeth his life shall
lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.

Cross-References: Luke 14:26 (hate father/mother); Mark 8:34-35 (take up cross, lose
life); John 12:25 (lose life to gain it); Luke 9:23 (daily cross); Philippians 3:7-8 (counting
all as loss).

Passage 65. Luke 16:14-15
The Pharisees' love of money exposed

Luke 16:14 And the Pharisees also, who were covetous, heard all these things: and
they derided him. 15 And he said unto them, Ye are they which justify yourselves before
men; but God knoweth your hearts: for that which is highly esteemed among men is
abomination in the sight of God.

Cross-References: Matthew 6:24 (cannot serve God and mammon); 1 Timothy 6:10
(love of money is root of evil); Psalm 49:6-7 (trusting in riches); Proverbs 28:22 (hasting
to be rich); Isaiah 55:8-9 (God's thoughts higher).

Passage 66. Revelation 18:20-24
Heaven rejoices at the fall of corrupt worldly wealth

Revelation 18:20 Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye holy apostles and prophets; for
God hath avenged you on her. 21 And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great
millstone, and cast it into the sea, saying, Thus with violence shall that great city
Babylon be thrown down, and shall be found no more at all. 22 And the voice of
harpers, and musicians, and of pipers, and trumpeters, shall be heard no more at all in
thee; and no craftsman, of whatsoever craft he be, shall be found any more in thee; and
the sound of a millstone shall be heard no more at all in thee; 23 And the light of a
candle shall shine no more at all in thee; and the voice of the bridegroom and of the
bride shall be heard no more at all in thee: for thy merchants were the great men of the
earth; for by thy sorceries were all nations deceived. 24 And in her was found the blood
of prophets, and of saints, and of all that were slain upon the earth.



Cross-References: Revelation 19:1-3 (heaven's praise); Jeremiah 51:63-64 (Babylon's
fall); Ezekiel 26:13 (end of music in Tyre); Isaiah 24:8 (joy ceases); Revelation 17:6
(Babylon drunk with blood of saints).

Passage 67. Revelation 14:9-12
The eternal consequences of economic and spiritual allegiance to the Beast

Revelation 14:9 And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man
worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand,
10 The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without
mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone
in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb: 11 And the smoke
of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night,
who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name.
12 Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of
God, and the faith of Jesus.

Cross-References: Revelation 13:16-17 (mark of the beast, economic control);
Revelation 16:2 (mark of the beast, sore); Revelation 20:4 (those who did not receive
mark); Isaiah 34:10 (smoke of torment); Revelation 12:17 (keeping commands of God).

Passage 68. John 4:31-38
Jesus tells what His work is

John 4:31 In the mean while his disciples prayed him, saying, Master, eat. 32 But he
said unto them, | have meat to eat that ye know not of. 33 Therefore said the disciples
one to another, Hath any man brought him ought to eat? 34 Jesus saith unto them, My
meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work. 35 Say not ye, There
are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? behold, | say unto you, Lift up your eyes,
and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest. 36 And he that reapeth
receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal: that both he that soweth and he
that reapeth may rejoice together. 37 And herein is that saying true, One soweth, and
another reapeth. 38 | sent you to reap that whereon ye bestowed no labour: other men
laboured, and ye are entered into their labours.

Cross-References: Matthew 9:37-38 (harvest is plentiful); John 6:27 (food that endures);
Matthew 6:33 (seek God’s kingdom); 1 Corinthians 3:6-9 (sowing and reaping);
Revelation 22:12 (reward for work).

Passage 69. Matthew 22:15-22



Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's

Matthew 22:15 Then went the Pharisees, and took counsel how they might entangle
him in his talk. 16 And they sent out unto him their disciples with the Herodians, saying,
Master, we know that thou art true, and teachest the way of God in truth, neither carest
thou for any man: for thou regardest not the person of men. 17 Tell us therefore, What
thinkest thou? Is it lawful to give tribute unto Caesar, or not? 18 But Jesus perceived
their wickedness, and said, Why tempt ye me, ye hypocrites? 19 Shew me the tribute
money. And they brought unto him a penny. 20 And he saith unto them, Whose is this
image and superscription? They say unto him, Caesar's. 21 Then saith he unto them,
Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar's; and unto God the things
that are God's. 22 When they had heard these words, they marvelled, and left him, and
went their way.

Cross-References: Mark 12:13-17 (parallel); Luke 20:20-26 (parallel); Romans 13:1-7
(submit to authorities); John 17:14-16 (not of this world); 1 Peter 2:13-17 (honor
authorities).

Passage 70. Revelation 21:9-21
The eternal city of pure gold and precious stones

Revelation 21:9 And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven
vials full of the seven last plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, | will shew
thee the bride, the Lamb's wife. 10 And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and
high mountain, and shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of
heaven from God, 11 Having the glory of God: and her light was like unto a stone most
precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal; 12 And had a wall great and high,
and had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names written thereon,
which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel: 13 On the east three
gates; on the north three gates; on the south three gates; and on the west three gates.
14 And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names of the twelve
apostles of the Lamb. 15 And he that talked with me had a golden reed to measure the
city, and the gates thereof, and the wall thereof. 16 And the city lieth foursquare, and the
length is as large as the breadth: and he measured the city with the reed, twelve
thousand furlongs. The length and the breadth and the height of it are equal. 17 And he
measured the wall thereof, an hundred and forty and four cubits, according to the
measure of a man, that is, of the angel. 18 And the building of the wall of it was of
jasper: and the city was pure gold, like unto clear glass. 19 And the foundations of the
wall of the city were garnished with all manner of precious stones. The first foundation
was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, a chalcedony; the fourth, an emerald; 20
The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the



ninth, a topaz; the tenth, a chrysoprasus; the eleventh, a jacinth; the twelfth, an
amethyst. 21 And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; every several gate was of one
pearl: and the street of the city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass.

Cross-References: Isaiah 54:11-12 (city built with precious stones); Revelation 21:11
(glory of God); Revelation 21:21 (gates of pearl, streets of gold); Hebrews 11:10 (city
with foundations); 1 Peter 1:7 (faith more precious than gold).
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Conclusion

As you conclude this initial exploration of Jesus’ profound teachings on money and
wealth, remember that the journey of an Affluent Believer is one of continuous growth
and courageous surrender. The eternal truths revealed in these 70 passages are not
endpoints, but rather powerful launching pads for deeper, daily engagement with God's
Word and His divine purposes for the resources He has entrusted to you.



May your understanding of Kingdom economics deepen, your generosity expand, and
your faith in His abundant provision grow exponentially. Continue to lean into the
practical guidance offered by The Affluent Believer’'s Discernment and Response
Workbook, allowing it to prompt tangible steps of obedience and faithful stewardship in
your daily life.

You are not alone in this calling. May you remain firmly rooted in Christ and connected
to the fellowship of believers who are also committed to living Kingdom-first lives.

Grace and peace to you,
Jeff Whigham, Sr.
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