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COVID-19 Pandemic Policy
Policy: In order to reduce the spread of COVID-19,  _Debbie’s Little Angels “Soaring Above the Crowds.” will follow the recommendations of our local health department, _The City of Philadelphia Department of Health, the Centers of Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), and the PA Department of Public Health for pandemic outbreak. Our exclusion policy for ill children, staff members, family members, visitors, and volunteers will be become stricter.
Procedure:

To prepare for illness, we will:
1. Form a task force of staff and parents/families.
2. Identify reliable sources of information such as the local public health department and the CDC www.cdc.gov . Contact the local health department to determine who has authority to close programs.

3. Decide how families and staff will be contacted in the event of a closure. 

4. Educate staff and families about prevention, for example: hand washing, staying home if you are sick, coughing or sneezing into your sleeve, and getting a yearly flu vaccination. 
5. Improve cleaning and disinfecting: surfaces, furniture, and toys may require increased attention.

6. Encourage families to consider their options for backup childcare plans if a closure occurs.

7. Keep supplies on hand including soap, paper towels, tissues, toilet paper, and cleaning and disinfecting products.
8. Plan for staff absences.
To respond to illness, we will:
1. Require families to notify the Preschool Director of confirmed cases/exposure of children, family, and staff. The local public health department will be consulted if there are confirmed cases.
2. Conduct Morning Health Checks at time of check-in, prior to parent or guardian signing their child in. 

3. Have a designated location in the class for a cot that is away from play areas but in view of staff where an ill child may wait and rest until being picked up by a parent or other designated adult.
4. Require staff to stay home if they have signs of illness (fever, dry cough, body aches).  They will remain home until the Public Health/CDC/Primary Care Provider determines it is safe for them to return.

5. Communicate with staff and families about extent of illness in our program and any changes that may need to be made to our usual routine.
(Please note: We politely ask that you have a mask on when dropping off or picking up your child to comply with mandates issued through the Governor’s Office about facial coverings when in a public setting.) 
Our staff will work diligently to move children safely into the building, but delays can be expected during high-traffic times. Therefore, please plan a few extra minutes to your commute and we appreciate your patience in advance.  

In the event of extreme circumstances where you must enter one of our buildings, you will need to obtain approval from the Center Director and pass a screening at the door.   

If you are sick or know you will not be able to pass a screening, please do not risk the health of those around you by attempting to enter. We simply ask that you make other arrangements and wait until you can safely pass a screening.  

Our staff will continue to promote social distancing with the children to follow guidelines from the state and federal authorities, but it cannot be guaranteed in our centers. As you can understand, it can be a challenge to keep young children separated, regardless of the setting. 

Therefore, if you do not feel comfortable sending your child to our centers under these current circumstances, we recommend that you keep them at home. 

We also do not advise parents send a child who has a pre-existing medical issue or a compromised immune system at present time.  

These strict measures are being put into place because our top priority remains the health of the children we serve. We understand the demand for childcare services during these unprecedented times, but we want to do it in the safest manner possible. 

The Health Services Team will continue to monitor the public health crisis and make recommendations of when it is appropriate to begin lifting some of our restrictions in the future. 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation and understanding, as well as the opportunity to care for your child.    
 Best wishes!  

*Adapted from UCSF California Childcare Health Program                    cchp.ucsf.edu                                           03/2020
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