Targeted ' Weed Control

Crabgrass (annual) - Seeds
are not shade tolerant. Keep
turf thick by reseeding in the
fall and mowing high. If herb-
icide is necessary, spot treat
only with a pre-emergent in
early spring.

Quackgrass (perennial) - Rhi-
zomes spread underground. It
is best to dig out entire patch
and reseed area. Note that
only “kill-all” herbicides will
kill quackgrass and will also
kill anything near it, including
healthy lawn.

Broadleaf Weeds - Dandelions, this-
tles, buckhorn, chicory, clover,
creeping Charlie, among others can
be dug out. This is most effective
in the spring, when root food re-
serves are at their lowest. Try to
dig or cut the roots as deeply as
possible (3-5"). Herbicides contain-
ing 2, 4-D, MCPP, or Banvel
(dicamba) will control most broad-
leaf weeds. Dicamba should only be
used on difficult weeds because it
can leach through the soil and ab-
sorbed by tree roots, harm-

ing or killing the tree. Use

before or after gardening

season for the same reason.

Most broadleaf herbicides

are very volatile at tempera-

tures above 80° F and the

vapor can drift, injuring

nearby plants. These types of herbi-
cides are most effective in the fall.

— Final Thoughts

Battling weeds can be time-
consuming, frustrating, and expen-
sive. Your best defense against
weeds is a landscape plan. This will
help determine is grass is the best
alternative for the problem areas in
your lawn.

Some “weeds” are beneficial

but have gotten a bad reputa-

tion by commercial fertilizer
companies trying to sell prod-

ucts. For instance, White Clo-

ver was once highly regarded

in lawns for its soft texture

and contribution of nitrogen to the
soil. It is also attractive to bees and
other important pollinators. With its
medicinal and produce properties,
Dandelions also offer many benefits
and are some of the first spring food
for bees.

Soil contains thousands of weed
seeds and even healthy laws will
have some weeds. Learn to live with
a few of them. If weeds start to in-
vade your lawn, examine your
maintenance program and make the
necessary adjustments to produce a
healthier lawn. Remember weak
lawns lead to weedy lawn, not vice-
versa. If you decide that an herbi-
cide is necessary, consider spot
treatments rather
than treating
the entire
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