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Webinar: summarize goals, requirements, and timeline 

for USCRP’s 2019 academic research opportunities

Presenters:

Nicole Elko, American Shore & Beach Preservation Association

Leighann Brandt, Bureau of Ocean Energy Management

Mary Cialone, US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)

Julie Rosati, USACE

Hilary Stockdon, US Geological Survey

Kathryn McIntosh, NOAA Knauss Fellow, USACE

www.uscoastalresearch.org
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Agenda

• USCRP Summary, Mission, Organization 2019 Academic 

Research Opportunity

o Brief introduction: 10 topics & 3 research themes 

Funding mechanisms via CESUs* 

o Process, timing, and rough schedule for advertising, 

reviewing, and awarding

o Requirements & desired characteristics of research

• FAQs and Additional Questions

*Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Units (CESU) http://www.cesu.psu.edu/
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Goals: Address national nearshore coastal research priorities 

of greatest societal relevance & build skilled US workforce.

Approach: Leverage & expand federal, academic, industry, & 

non-gov nearshore research to address consensus needs. 

Mar 2014: Future of Nearshore Processes Workshop 

Winter 2015: “Nearshore Report” identified 3 broad 

research themes:

(1) Long-term coastal evolution,

(2) Extreme events,

(3) Human and ecosystem health.

Identified need to coordinate nearshore observations 

& modeling; mentor & train coastal community.

Future of Nearshore 

Processes Research

(Elko et. al, 2015)  
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• Topical Workshops

• Dune Management Challenges (2015)

• Storm Processes & Impacts (2018)

• Academic Awards

• Dune Research Studies (5 projects; 2016; $265.6K)

• Storm Research Studies (7 projects; 2018; $775K)

• Interagency Coordination

• National Research Plan (2016)

• Collaborative Projects – for example, Coastal Model Test 

Bed, During Nearshore Event Experiment (DUNEX) 
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10 Priority Topic Areas: 

Identified by federal 

agencies as current 

research needs

Emerged from 3 Broad 

Research Themes 

identified in Nearshore 

Report
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1. Identify and Communicate Coastal Impacts

2. Coastal Structure Design and Rehabilitation incorporating 

Stochastic Risk and Uncertainty

3. Understanding the Crossroads of Human and Ecosystem 

Health

4. Evaluating the Distribution and Geotechnical Properties of 

Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Sand Resources and 

Coupled Environmental Responses to Dredging 

5. Nearshore Sediment Transport and Sediment Budgets 

over Decadal Scales
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6. Long-term Implications of Coastal Restoration

7. Development of a USCRP Coastal Data Portal 

8. Quantifying and Communicating Numerical Model 

Uncertainty

9. Develop Community Resilience Guidance for Recovery & 

Mitigation and Adaptation 

10. Applied Storm & Recovery Studies as part of the DUring 

Nearshore Event Experiment (DUNEX)
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Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Units (CESUs) 

• Funding mechanism for FY19 awards

• CESU Network: consortium of federal agencies, tribes, 

academic institutions, state & local governments, 

nongovernmental organizations

http://www.cesu.psu.edu/

If not in CESU Network

• Join: 
http://www.cesu.psu.edu/about/join.htm

• Partner with an existing CESU 

organization
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Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Units (CESUs)

Request for Statements of Interests (rSOI) Process:

1. Go to http://www.cesu.psu.edu/

2. On the left hand side, choose your “Regional CESU Network”

3. On the Regional page, click on the website

4. rSOIs will be posted on this website

a. Regional websites aren’t consistent, be on the lookout for exact 

location (example shown is South Florida-Caribbean)

http://www.cesu.psu.edu/
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Include:

• Whether Student Challenge 

(1-2 yr) or Academic 

Research (2-3 yr) Study

• Topic #

• Brief description of team, 

capabilities, and approach
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Task Start Date End Date Duration, days

Requests for Statements of Interest (RSOI) 

posted at (http://www.cesu.psu.edu/)
7 Jan 2019 17 Jan 2019 10

Contracting Office (CO) processes all submitted 

Statements of Interest (SOI) and provides them 

to the USCRP Review Team
18 Jan 2019 28 Jan 2019 10

USCRP Review Team prioritized SOIs 18 Jan 2019 28 Jan 2019 10

USCRP Review Team notify CO of proposers

(vendors) who should submit a full proposal
28 Jan 2019 29 Jan 2019 1

CO notifies vendors to submit a full proposal 29 Jan 2019 31 Jan 2019 3

Vendors prepare and submit full proposal 31 Jan 2019 28 Feb 2019 28

CO processes proposals and provides them to 

the USCRP Review Team
28 Feb 2019 10 Mar 2019 10

USCRP Review Team prioritizes Full Proposals 10 Mar 2019 20 Mar 2019 10
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Task Start Date End Date Duration, days

USCRP reviewers provides vendor selection and 

justification to CO
20 Mar 2019 22 Mar 2019 2

CO notifies vendor of selection for award 22 Mar 2019 1 April 2019 10

CO processes contracting package 1 Apr 2019 15 Jun 2019 75

Contract is awarded and vendor proceeds with 

execution of contract
15 Jun 2019 30 Jun 2019 15
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1. Scope - topical relevance; applicability to USCRP 

goals (25%)

2. Technical and scientific merit - appropriate 

methods defined; novel approach (25%)

3. Experience/staffing - expertise and experience; 

graduate student supported; informed by coastal 

manager (20%)

4. Budget - proposed project costs, in-kind 

contributions (20%)

5. Products/timeline (10%)
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Following the webinar, a Frequently Asked Questions 

(FAQ) page will be added to the USCRP website. 

Responses will be made publicly available to all 

interested applicants. 

The page will be updated periodically throughout the  

Statements of Interest review process.

Please send additional questions to be included on 

the FAQ page to info@uscoastalresearch.org
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What can you do now?

• Stay connected. Sign up for USCRP mailing list.

• Learn about the CESU process (www.cesu.psu.edu).

• Look out for the Request for SOI, coming in early January 2019, 

on coastal list, the USCRP mailing, and USCRP website.

Still have questions?  FAQs will be available soon online. 

USCRP: https://uscoastalresearch.org/2019-awards-info

Julie Rosati:  Julie.D.Rosati@usace.army.mil

Mary Cialone:  Mary.A.Cialone@usace.army.mil

mailto:Julie.D.Rosati@usace.army.mil
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=Mary.A.Cialone@usace.army.mil

