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’SJI CHINESE JEWS
OF KAIFENG”
SLIDE SHOW OR VIDEO
NOW AVAILABLE

The CHINESE JEWS OF KAIFENG
is ideal for use in community cen-
ters and in the classroom, as well
as for personal viewing in one's
home. It is being distributed by the
SINO-JUDAIC INSTITUTE on a non-
profit basis for educational use in
two versions, either as a set of 48
slides with a 30 minute cassette
containing a narrative, or as a 30
minute videotape. Both include a
list of credits, a selected
bibliography and a chronology.

Please enclose this form with
check made out to the SINO-
JUDAIC INSTITUTE and mail to the
Sino-Judaic Institute, 3197 Louis
Rd., Palo Alto, CA 94303. (California
residents need to add the 7% sales
tax)

Name

Address

Slides/cassette $50.00
(Members of the SINO-JUDAIC IN-
STITUTE $45.00)

Videotape $75.00
(Members of the SINO-JUDAIC IN-
STITUTE $68.00)

BANGKOK JEWRY

{continued from page 16)

says Djemal. “Events in Israel are
hardly reported here, and bilateral
ties are good, although the govern-
ment doesn’'t like to make too
much noise about them.”

LOEWENTHAL
BIBLIOGRAPHY FUND

We appreciate the generous con-
tributions from the following peo-
ple to subsidize the publication of
the Loewenthal Bibliographies and
to assist us in publishing a new up-
to-date addition to Loewenthal's
work:

Wendy Abraham
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Cuti
Ruth Davis
Irvine Glass
Tess Johnston
Leo and Lillian Loewenthal
Henrietta Reifler
Vera Schwarcz
Johanna Spector
Support is still needed for this

important project. Please consider
a donation.
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Senior citizens and students

Join The Sino-Judaic Institute

The Sino-Judaic Institute is a non-denominational, non-profit,
and non-political organization founded in 1985 by an inter-
national group of scholars and laypersons.

Membership in the Institute is open and we cordially invite you
to foin in supporting our endeavor. Our annual dues structure
is as follows:

$1,000
$ 500
$ 100
$ 50
$ 25
$ 20

$500 & up
$250 to $499
$250

$ 50

| wish to become a member of the Sino-Judaic Institute and to receive
Points East. Enclosed is my cheque for $

PLEASE PRINT

Address

Phone #

Mail to the Sino-Judaic Institute, 3197 Louis Rd., Palo Alto, CA 94303

PASSOVER REUNION
IN SHANGHAI

An historic and dramatic mile-
stone has been scheduled for
Shanghai during Passover 1989
when members of the Jewish com-
munity, some with roots in China
for generations, and some that sur-
vived the Holocaust by taking
refuge in that Chinese city during
World War I, will return for their
first reunion in China.

Members of the China Jewish
community, their families, Jewish
leaders and Jews from around the
world will converge in China be-
tween April 18 and April 30, 1989 to
re-establish their ties with China
for the first time in 40 years. Some
30,000 Jews, most of them fortu-
nate escapees from Hitler's
Europe, lived in China during the
Worid War Il period.

Receptions and meetings with
Chinese officials and dignitaries,
economic and business seminars,
historical tours and Passover
seders with food specially flown in
from the United States are but
some of the highlights of the Inter-
national Assembly of Jews in
China.

Ambassador Yosef Tekoah,
former lIsraeli ambassador to the
United Nations, Chancellor of Ben
Gurion University of the Negev in
Israel and a former resident of
Shanghai, is Honorary Chairman
and will be the keynote speaker of
the Assembly.

Rabbi David Rosen, former Chief
Rabbi of Ireland and currently Dean
of Jerusalem’s Sapir Jewish Heri-
tage Center and Special Advisor on
Interreligious Relations for the
Anti-Defamation League of B'nai
B'rith in Jerusalem, will conduct
the Passover Seders in Shanghai.

“For most of us, returning to
Shanghai will be a tangible restate-
ment of our faith in Jewish survival
and our friendship toward China,”
said Ambassador Tekoah.

QH2
PAAS

First and foremost, the Assembly
is a reunion of Jews of China and
an opportunity for them to return
to the land that was once their
home. But there is more.

With the full blessing of the
Chinese government, appropriate
signs will be placed on all still ex-
isting buildings that were impor-
tant to the Shanghai Jewish com-
munity. Shanghai Television will
broadcast these ceremonies and an
American film crew led by Mary
Catherine Harold, producer of the
hit television series Knots Landing,
will record the events for inclusion
in a Public Broadcasting System
documentary on the Chinese
Jewish community.

Because the Assembly will occur
during a time of increased contact
between China and lIsrael, the im-
portance of official Chinese partici-

feontinued on page 4)

REPORT ON TRIP
TO THE PRC
Fall and Winter, 1988
by Albert E. Dien

Late this summer my wife and |
led a tour group to Tibet, after
which we returned to Beijing. We
were able to remain in China for
the next several months because
we were both on sabbatical leave
from our respective universities.
While most of my time was en-
gaged in research connected with
my academic interests, the archae-
ology and history of medieval
China, certain of my activities may
be of interest to members of the
Sino-Judaic Institute.

Beijing

I met Mr. Tang Yusheng, Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences, and
had a long conversation with him at
his home. He has almost completed
a MS of a book analyzing the belief
system of the Kaifeng Jewish com-
munity based on the various in-
scriptions. He is hoping to have the
manuscript translated into English
or Hebrew.

| also met Miss Chiara Betta, a
young ltalian student who is a
member of SJI and who has just
enrolled in Beijing University to
continue her studies of Chinese
and eventually, perhaps, to do a
dissertation on some aspect of the
history of the Chinese Jews, for
submission to her university, the
University of Oriental Languages of
Venice.

Kaifeng

| was in Kaifeng from Dec. 3 to 10.
Again, not all of my activities were
directly related to Sino-Judaic mat-
ters and | will report only on those
which might be of interest. | lived in
the Dongjing Hotel, the manager
(the formal title is Vice General
Manager) of which is Liu Wenqing,
whom some of us knew as a guide
in the Kaifeng branch of CITS. He
was very helpful and is interested

(continued on page 5)
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From the editor:

This issue of Points East is brim-
ing with articles and events. A glance
through our Board minutes will
suffice to give you a sense of our ever-
widening scope of activities. We also
have a report on a trip to China, an
announcement of a Passover reunion
in Shanghai, the foundingconstitution
and program of the Shanghai Judaic
Studies Association, articleson Indian,
Japanese, Burmese and Thai Jews,
and the proposed itinerary of the first
official SJI trip to China in autumn
1989.

This past fall saw Diaspora Jewry
in an uproar when both the Likud
and Labor parties in Israel sought to
form coalition governments with the
ultra-orthodox parties. The pricethese
small parties requested was high:
changing the Law of Return to meet
halachic (Jewish legal) requirements
and promulgation of laws setting stan-
dards for Sabbath observance. /roni-
cally, the former was more seriously
considered because it would have had
fittle impact in Israel itself. It would,
however, have had great symbolic
value in the Diaspora and this was the
cause of the protest. What was left
unsaid is how a change in the Law of
Return would affect the Jewish com-
munities at the ends of the Diaspora.

Israel’s Law of Return is the em-
bodiment of both the traditional
Jewish and modern Zionist concepts
of the “ingathering of the exiles.” In
Israel’s early years, nearly 700,000
Jews came from over 50 lands. But
when the Bnei Yisrael of India began
immigrating in the early 1960, the
Chief Rabbinate questioned their

Points East: —‘
An Occasional Publication of the
Sino-Judaic Institute
Anson Laytner, Editor
Editorial Office:
510 Securities Bldg., Seattle, WA 98101
(206) 622-8211
The Sino-Judaic Institute
3197 Louis Rd., Palo Alto, CA 94303
(415) 493-4096
Points East is published by the Sino-
Judaic Institute, a tax-exempt, non-
profit organization. The opinions and views
expressed by the contributors and editor
are their own and do not necessarily ex-
press the viewpoints and positions of the
Sino-Judaic Institute.

President, Leo Gabow; 1st Vice-President,
Joshua. Stampfer; 2nd Vice-President,
Michael Pollak; Secretary & Editor, Anson
Laytner; East Coast Director, Arnold Bel-
zer; Treasurer, Albert Dien; Honored
Founder, Louis Schwartz; Board of Direc-
tors, Wendy Abraham, Marshall Denenberg,
Helaine F. Fortgang, Phyllis Horal, Fred
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1. I, Glass, Allan E. Ross, Professor Johanna
Spector

Jewishness. Only a resolute stand by
then Prime Minister Levi Eshkol in
support of their equal status prevent-
ed the creation of a special screening
and marriage registration system. A
similar situation arose with Ethiopian
Jews. Here the Chief Rabbi initially
sought ceremonial immersion before
the orthodox accepted the Ethiopian
Jews into the body of Jewry. The
Ethiopian Jews, however, rejected
this as a delegitimatization of their
status as full Jews. A compromise on
paper was negotiated by then Prime
Minister Shimon Peres according to
which the collective status of Ethio-
pian Jews was no lenger in question,
but individuals may have their status
reviewed on a case-by-case basis. Re-
grettably this agreement has resulted
in a backlog of cases of would-be
immigrants awaiting decisions in
their cases by the appropriate Israeli
authorities. Most recently, Points East
(3:1) carried a story about the pro-
blems that the Jews of Mizoram and
Manipur have had in gaining recogni-
tion, not to say acceptance, by Israeli
rabbis. The Chinese Jews, with their
adherence to patrilinear descent ana
almost total assimilation are the most
obvious case for rejection as Jews
according to the halacha But, as
many members of SJI hold, they re-
main Jews nonetheless.

! do not have a solution to this
problem. Both sides --- the Israeli
Chief Rabbinate and the religious
parties on the one hand and the far
flung Diaspora communities and
their supporters on the other -- have
merit to their positions. Somehow
the two points of view must be re-
conciled without injury to either
side’s position. For the time being,
the best that can be said is that push-
ing a politically expedient solution
developed on the basis of Israeli co-
alitional politics is not the route to
travel. Such moves, at this time, only
divide the Jewish people and weaken
Israel’s standing as the homeland for
all of the Jewish people.

Anson Laytner

IN THE FIELD

e The New Year's calligraphy on

our front page is done by SJI
member Ms. Marcia Miller of New
York City. The style of the callig-
raphy is from the Han dynasty.

* SJI member Mark Sommer of

New Jersey, under his pen name
of Sung Lee Gou, has published
an article entitled “‘Sinew-
Pluckers, Blowfish and Jewtown:
Judaica Philately: in the Far East”
in The Israel Philatelist, v. 39, no.
11/12, Dec. 1988. The article

reviews stamps of Jewish inter-
est from Taipei, Japan and India.
SJl Board members Arthur Rosen
and Wendy Abraham teamed up
to present a lecture on China's
Mideast policies and Chinese
Jews of Kaifeng on December 11
in Atlanta in conjunction with the
Jews of Kaifeng Museum exhibit.
The Jewish Rep Theatre is pre-
senting an off-Broadway musical
about a group of Jews seeking
the Lost Tribes in China.

SJI continues to seek donations
of all sorts of Judaic books and
teaching materials, including
Hebrew language study materials
and reference works like Encyclo-
pedia Judaica, for distribution to
educational institutions in China.
Your assistance is urgently re-
quested.

Professor Gong Fang Zhan of the
Shanghai Academy of Social
Sciences, Institute of Religions,
along with other members of the
Shanghai Judaic Studies Associa-
tion, is writing a book entitled
“Jews in Shanghai’”” The book
will include many photos. We
look forward to the publication of

this work with extreme interest, |

and hope that Professor Gong
will keep us advised of develop-
ments.

SJI member Mr. Louis Lempke of
Jamaica, New York lectured at St.
John’s University in New York, on
November 16, 1988. His subject
was China’'s Jewish Experience.
Mr. Lempke, a retired import ex-
ecutive with 30 years traveling in
the Far East, donated his honorar-
ium to the SJI. Thanks go to Mr.
Lempke.

Mr. Marvin Josephson of New
York City has repeated his bene-
factor status by contributing
$1,000.00 to the SJI.

Leo Gabow, SJI's President, lec-
tured on the history of the Chi-
nese Jews at Rabbi Arnold
Belzer's synagogue, Beth Rishon,
in Wyckoff, NJ. Beth Rishon
turned over Leo’s honorarium to
the SJI.

A new organization has been
formed in the Soviet Union. It is
named the Jewish Historical

Society of Moscow, and consists |
of historians and scholars. Cor-

respondence has been estab-
lished between it and the Jewish
Historical Society of Hongkong
and the Sino-Judaic Institute. JHS
of Moscow is primarily interested

PROPOSED DAILY ITINERARY

Day 01 Oct 27 DEPART US.
Fri Dep. Los Angeles via KE 011 at 12:10PM for Hong Kong

Day 02 Oct 28 ARRIVE HONG KONG
Sat Arrival 10:40PM. Transfer Sheraton Hotel (or
equivalent).
Day 03 Oct 29 ENTER CHINA/BEIJING
Sun  Fly Hong Kong—Beijing via CA 102 12:20PM/15:10PM.
Transfer Jinglun Hotel.

Day 04 Oct 30 BEIJING
Mon

Day 05 Oct 31 BEIJING
Tue
Day 06 Nov 01 BEIJING
Wed
Day 07 Nov 02 BEIJING/KAIFENG
Thu  Fly Beijing—Zhengzhou via CA3182 12:20PM/14:00 PM;
transfer to Dongjing Hotel (Eastern Capital), Kaifeng
by air-conditioned bus (ca. 90 minutes).
Day 08 Nov 03 KAIFENG
Fri
Day 09 Nov 04 KAIFENG
Sat

Day 10 Nov 05 KAIFENG/XI'AN
Sun  Bus to Zhengzhou. Fly Zhengzhou—Xi'an via CA 5209
or CA 2532. Transfer to new Garden Hotel or just-
renovated Bell Tower Hotel.

QUESTIONNAIRE

The following person(s) are interested in joining the SJI Delegation to
China. Please send further information.

NAME ADDRESS TELEPHONE NO.
OFFICE/HOME
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The following comments are offered on the proposed itinerary

Name
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SINO-JUDAIC INSTITUTE
INAUGURAL DELEGATION
TO CHINA
October 27-November 14, 1989
by Frederic M. Kaplan

At the last SJI Directors’
meeting, it was agreed that SJI
should sponsor a delegation to
China in the fall of 1989.

As this will be the first SJI-spon-
sored group to China, the tour
should carry some historic implica-
tions. We are planning a ceremony
in Kaifeng to honor the opening of
the new Jewish Wing of the Provin-
cial Museum. Efforts will also be
made to meet with participants in
the Hebrew language program at
Beijing University, and to meet with
Chinese colleagues and contacts
working on Jewish issues at the
Chinese Academy of Science
branches in Beijing and Shanghai as
well as with members of the new
Jewish Culture Research Center at
Fudan University.

Of course, sites of Jewish inter-
est will be visited and lectures and
meetings will be provided on sub-
jects related to Jewish heritage in
China.

SJI members and friends as well
as all others interested are
welcome to take part. The total
price will be $3,600, inclusive of all
costs in China, hotels in Hong
Kong, and all transportation, in-
cluding round-trip airfare from Los
Angeles.

The group will be limited to a
maximum of 22 persons (including
leaders) and early indications are
that it will fill up rapidly, once
publicity begins.

If you and/or your relatives or
friends may wish to join us, please
fil up and return the enclosed
form. Please do not send money. At
this point we only wish to receive
expressions of interest on the part
of Board members in joining the
delegation.

Please return to:

Frederic M. Kaplan
China Passage

168 State Street
Teaneck, NJ 07666
800-247-6475
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seum, Kampo Kaikan, is at 35 Mina-
migosho-machi, Okazaki, Sakyo-ku,
Kyoto; tel. 771-6111.

Though the synagogue in Tokyo
is lively, you'll have to go to Kobe,
the port city 45 minutes west of
Kyoto, to see a synagogue that is
truly beautiful. The modern build-
ing of the Jewish Community of
Kansai (13-3 Kitano-cho 4-chome,
lkuta-ku, Kobe; tel. 221-7236) is
located on a quiet street of tradi-
tional Japanese architecture about
halfway up the mountain that Kobe
is literally carved out of. The syna-
gogue's interior features a marble-
framed Ark flanked by Japanese
and Israeli flags. In addition to
Shabbat and holiday services, at
which about half the regulars are
Sefardic, community activities in-
clude lectures, Israeli dancing and
an annual Seder at which tourists
and casual visitors often outnum-
ber Kobe Jews about four to one.

Beyond Tokyo and the Kansai,
Jewish sights are fewer, but there
are surprises. The mayor of
Kurose, a small town in Hiroshima
Prefecture, plans to erect a Holo-
caust memorial; a sign for the
Auschwitz Memorial Pavilion is
standing in a field, waiting for con-
struction financing to be raised.
Isaac Stern gave a benefit concert
in Hiroshima for the project. Next
year, an exhibit on the Holocaust,
sponsored by the newspaper Asahi
Shimbun, will tour the country with
the proceeds to go toward the
memorial.

Japan can be a land of double-
takes for Jews. The swastika and
the six-pointed star are often visi-
ble as insignia and design motifs at
Buddhist and Shinto buildings.
Neither has any connection with
their usage by Jews or by Nazis.

Symbols aside, you can also find
the trail of Jews almost anywhere,
One example among many is the
town of Takayama, high in the
Japanese Alps, remote from the
major cities. At Minshuku Sosuke, a
traditional inn whose interior
belongs in a Kurosawa movie,
visitors sit around an open pit, with
a fire that keeps them and their tea
warm. On the wall behind the
patrons are testimonials written by
satisfied guests—about one-third
of which are in Hebrew.

Personalities: The personalities
associated with Jewish Japan are
not all Jewish, and some, like Jacob

Schiff, never lived in Japan. Arthur
Waley, an English Jew, was the
foremost translator of Japanese
and Chinese literature into English.
Shaul Eisenberg, who grew up in
Japan, is one of Israel’s wealthiest
businessmen. Setsuzo Kotsuji, a
foreign ministry consultant who
was helpful to Jews during the war,
might have been designated a
Righteous Gentile had he not con-
verted to Judaism and changed his
name to Abraham; he is buried in
Jerusalem. David Sassoon is
reputed to be the largest real
estate owner in Kobe. There have
not yet been any Jewish sumo
wrestlers, but Toranosuke, a
recently retired champion, has a
Jewish wife and is reportedly en-
couraging his Jewish son to follow
in his heavy footsteps.

Books: Among the books that
shed light on the Japanese-Jewish
connection are The Fugu Plan by
Marvin Tokayer and Mary Swartz
(Paddington) which details the
World War |l encounters; and The
Japanese and the Jews by a Japa-
nese with the pseudonym lsaiah
Ben Dasan (Weatherhill).

Eating: Since fish is the main
source of protein in the Japanese
diet, it is relatively easy to observe
kashrut in Japan. The Tokyo Jewish
center has a kosher kitchen, but
you should call in advance to make
arrangements. One vegetarian res-
taurant near the Tokyo synagogue
and recommended by the rabbi is
Bodaiju, 1-1-1, Nishiazabu, Minato-
ku. If you must have traditional
Jewish fare, there is Fox Bagels
(6-15-19, Roppongi, Minato-ku),
which is not kosher.

Recommendations: Japan Air
Lines richly deserves its reputation
for good service. Not only does it
serve kosher food, but flight atten-
dants treat passengers who order
kosher food as if they were holy—
perhaps because the only people in
Japan who follow religiously
prescribed diets are priests.

The best hotel within walking
distance of the Tokyo Jewish
center is the Roppongi Prince. A
healthier walk, or a short trip by
subway, is the Akasaka Prince. In
Kobe, try the new Portopia. The
best place to stay in a traditional
Japanese inn is Kyoto; one ryokan
where you won't spend your entire
budget in one night is Rikiya.

One mistake often made by visi-
tors to Japan is confusing mod-

ernization with Westernization. Try
to do things there that help bridge
the gap between East and West.
One way to have a Japanese thea-

ter experience with no language |

barrier is to see a local production
of a Broadway show you are al-
ready familiar with (Les Miserables
and Big River are recent Tokyo
hits). Unlike the mixed audience
you will see at Kabuki shows, you
probably won’t see another
foreigner. You may even sit next to
a prince. The most popular
Western musical ever to tour Japan
was Fiddler on the Roof.

BANGKOK JEWRY

by David Horovitz
Reprinted from The Jerusalem Post
International Edition,
Rosh Hashannah 5749

Jews have been living in Bangkok
since the 1800s, but only formed a
community just before World War
I, to help German refugees.

By 1964, the Jewish Association
of Thailand had been established,
holding synagogue services at the
Israeli Embassy among other

places, before land was donated for |

the Beit Elisheva shul.

Unfortunately, Beit Elisheva lies
some distance from the majority of
the town’s Jewish homes, and con-
sequently is only used for weekday
social occasions, or on festivals
such as Hanukka.

Instead, the Jews have taken a
room on the ground floor of an of-
fice block in the centre of the dia-
mond district, fitted it out as a
synagogue, and named it Even
Chen. Here a daily minyan is held,
and on Shabbat the place is packed,
with up to 80 people sitting down
to an evening meal.

Jewish Association treasurer
Jack Djemal says that all they need
now is a rabbi. “Lately something
new has been happening here:
businessmen have been coming to
live with their families.

“Trade is booming, and the com-
munity is growing gradually. We're
enjoying something of a renais-
sance of Jewish life.”

Religious freedom is guaranteed
in Thailand, with the king the pro-
tector of all faiths. Judaism means
little to most Thais, Israel even less.
“They've heard of Moshe Dayan,
but | should think that's about all,”

{continued on page 18)

in the Jews of China and the
Soviet Union.

Should any SJI members wish
to establish correspondence with
them, the address is as follows:
Mr. Valery V. Engel, President
Jewish Historical Society of

Moscow
St. Snajperskaja, 5, App. 1
Moscow, 111395
Russia (USSR)

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Mr. Gabow:

| am writing to draw your atten-
tion to the following two items.
1. Iragi Wedding on Cassette.
The newly created Babylonian
Jewry Heritage Center in Or
Yehuda, Israel, has available two
video cassettes at $75 cele-
brating the traditional Jewish
wedding in Baghdad. It includes
the elaborate Henna ceremony
preceding the wedding day. As
you know, the Baghdadi Jews
also lived in India.
2. The Best of Baghdad Cooking by
Daisy Iny (a book) $11.00.
3. Postage for all the above $ 3.00
Both the cassettes and the book
are available from Sephardic
House, 8 West 70th St., New York,
NY 10023, (212) 873-0300 at cost,
which is a tax deductible contribu-
tion to the Babylonian Center.

Sincerely yours,
Sam Daniel
New York City

Dear Rabbi Laytner:

Having a special interest in Chi-
nese Jewry, | invite any of your
readership to submit scholarly arti-
cles for publication consideration
to the Journal of the American
Association of Rabbis. The Journal
will be featuring articles on the
Jews of Burma and India in 1989,
and would welcome any inclusion
on the Jews of China.

Thanking you for your considera-
tion, | remain,

Very truly yours,

Rabbi Steven J. Kaplan

c/o Dept. of Religious Studies
University of Florida

CPR 107, Tampa, FL 33620

Dear Mr. Leo Gabow,

| write to thank you most sin-
cerely for the undertaking offered
in your letter of September 22. We

hope to receive early the books
and reference materials through
you in order to speed up our study.

As you know, it needs our ar-
duous endeavors to develop fur-
ther the Judaic study in China. So
we've made a tentative programme
(to see the appendix), and are tak-
ing appropriate measures. Our of-
fice is set up temporarily in 247R,,
622/7 Huai Hai Zhong Rd. The
reference materials are left tem-
porarily in the reference room of
Mid-East Cultural Research Insti-
tute in Shanghai Foreign Language
Institute. The funds for the study
are provided by some enterprises,
but are limited. Though we have
some difficulties recently, we
believe, with your support and our
effort, we can realize our project
under the guidance of the Honor-
ary President Zhao Fusan (Vice
President of Chinese Social
Science Institute) and Mr. Li
Chuwen (Consultant of Shanghai
People’s Government). You might
notice from our regulations that
the SJSA is a country-wide organi-
zation. The Judaic learners in the
country are expecting us to pro-
vide convenience in the respects of
books and materials, and the publi-
cation of the study achievements.

In order to promote our mutual
understanding and cooperation, we
hope you will visit Shanghai at your
own expense presently. You can
discuss with our heads the possi-
bility of the cooperation, and make
learned report on Jewish issues.
We’ll send out our official invitation
if you'd like to come.

Our studies’ regulations are
enclosed herewith. We'll be
delighted if you would send them
to the Jews who have ever lived in
Shanghai and tell them our project.
We wish them to support our plan
and provide us their reminiscences.

Sincerely Yours,
Jin Yinzhong
Vice Secretary General

THE CONSTITUTION OF
SHANGHAI JUDAIC
STUDIES ASSOCIATION
(September 7988)

I. This Association is named as the
Judaic Studies Association of
Shanghai International Relations
Association, its short form as

Shanghai Judaic Studies Assocation.

Il. Aims
This Association, based on the
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belief that understanding and
friendship between all the peoples
in the world helps to promote
world peace, unites all the re-
searchers in the field of Judaic
Studies for the development of the
studies of Judaic history, culture,
economy, politics, religion and folk
customs. It will also promote the
development of Judaic Studies and
better understanding of the Jewish
people.

lll. Range of Academic Activities

1.To organize and coordinate
research subjects and projects of
the field;

2. To compile and publish research
achievements and reference
materials in the field;

3.To organize and promote inter-
national academic exchanges;

4.To build up a reference pool of
books and materials for the
facilitation of the research in
Judaic Studies;

5. To facilitate the establishment of
a centre for academic activities
of the researchers in the field;

6. To offer consultation services for
the establishment of economic
cooperation between Chinese
and foreign industrial and
business enterprises;

7. To set up a foundation when cir-
cumstances permitted.

IV. Membership and Organization

1. Anyone who is engaged in the
field of Judaic Studies in Shang-
hai can become a full member
through self-application, recom-
mendation by two of the full
members in the Association, and
the final approval by the Associa-
tion council;

2.Those who are engaged in the
field of Judaic Studies beyond
Shanghai can become corres-
pondent members through the
above procedure;

3. The leading body of the Associa-
tion consists of a chairman,
several vice-chairman and a
secretary-general. They are
elected by the Association con-
vention. The term of office for
them is two years, and they can
be re-elected continuously. The
secretary-general is in charge of
the routine duties on behalf of
the chairman;

4.The Association honors famous
scholars with the title of honor-
ary chairman or counsellors.

V. Sources of Funds
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1. Membership fees;

2.Donation from individuals and
foundations without any attached
conditions.

VI. The office of the Association is

at present in Room 247, No.7, Alley

622, Huaihai Zhong Lu, Shanghai,

China.

Telephone: 270285, 271170x2247

(ext)

Telex: 33461 sslic CN

List of the Council (from Septem-
ber 1988 to August 1990)
Honorary Chairmen: Zhao Fusan, Li
Chuwen

Chairman: Zhu Weilie
Vice-chairmen: Tang Peiji, Chen He-
feng, Pan Guang, Gu Xiaoming
Secretary-general: Jin Yingzhong

THE SHORT-TERM
PROGRAMME OF
THE SHANGHAI JUDAIC
STUDIES ASSOCIATION
(SJSA)

The Shanghai Judaic Studies
Association (SJSA) was inaugurated
in August, 1988. The first (enlarged)
session of SJSA council was held in
early October to discuss what is to
be done in the near future, and it is
generally agreed that the following
should be stressed:

1. The compilation of ‘Sympo-
sium on the Studies of Jewish
History and Culture’, with Zhu
Weilie and Jin Yingzhong as the
editors, to be completed by the
spring of 1989.

2. The compilation of a mono-
graph on ‘Jews in Shanghai’,
with Tang Peiji as the editor. An
outline has been drafted for
chapters to be written by
scholars and compiled into a
collection in 1990.

3. Aiding Gu Xiaoming in editing
‘Jewish Culture’ series. The
topics and the contributors
thereof will be decided in 1988.

4. A collection of memoirs with a
length of ten to thirty thousand
Chinese characters each, writ-
ten by the former Shanghai
Jews, will be solicited, compiled
and translated into Chinese
under the editorship of Jin
Yingzhong, as soon as funds
are sponsored. SJSA seeks the
assistance of Jewish institu-
tions of the world to provide

memoirs approved by the
authors themselves in order
that more people in China can
get in touch with the life exper-
ience of Jews while they were
in Shanghai.

Making arrangements for a
Jewish Language Course (the
first of its kind here) by engag-
ing teachers from abroad and
building up foundation for
educational funds, facilities,
and materials. Scholars from
the Shanghai International
Studies University, Shanghai In-
ternational Relations Studies
Institute, Institute of History,
SASS, The Institute of Shang-
haiology, Fudan University as
well as scholars from other
cities will be enrolled. The aim
of the course is to train a
number of scholars who will
master the Hebrew language,
and to create favourable condi-
tions for further development
of our Judaic studies. The term
of the course will be three or
four months, which is due to
begin in the first half of 1989 if
things go favourably.

The establishment of a docu-
mentation centre. As the centre
is the key to making achieve-
ments in academic research, it
is important to gather, as early
as possible, a collection of
books, documents and refer-
ence materials on Judaic
studies contributed by scholars
and institutions at home and
abroad, and to make a cata-
logue of the book and material
holdings of various institutions
and scholars. The Judaic study
holdings of the SJSA’s Docu-
mentation Centre shall be the
most complete in China. Lu Pei-
yong, of the Mid-East Culture
Studies Institute, Shanghai In-
ternational Studies University,
is in charge of the work.
Judaic study scholars through-
out China will be engaged by
SJSA as special researchers on
a voluntary basis, to ensure the
organization and coordination
of Judaic studies in China.

In view of the great interest on
the part of Jews in trade with
and investment in China, the
members of SJSA are delighted
to offer consultation service
and extend the social influence
of SJSA.

9. SJSA seeks to build up funds
through domestic and interna-
tional channels and the assis-
tance of friendly personages to
sponsor research projects, pub-
lication of research achieve-
ments as well as international
academic exchange.

10. SJSA is the first academic insti-
tution in China engaged in
Judaic studies. From a long-
term point of view, SJSA is cer-
tain to become a permanent
body of academic research, and
for that purpose a permanent
site is needed for the deposit
and display of the holdings and
for academic activities.

11. SJSA plans to form contingents
of Judaic scholars in the realm
of a) studies on Jews through-
out the world: b) studies on
Jewish history; c) studies on
Jewish culture; and d) studies
on Jews in Shanghai.

12. SJSA seeks to open channels
for Chinese scholars to do
research on Jewish history and
culture through establishing
progressive contacts with
academic institutions in the
world for the exchange of
visiting scholars.

PASSOVER REUNION

IN SHANGHAI
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pation cannot be minimized. A fur-
ther sign of this thaw in Chinese-
Israeli relations is the recent forma-
tion of the Shanghai Judaic Studies
Association.

Assembly members will arrive in
Shanghai from Hong Kong on April
18. In Shanghai, they will stay at the
Jinjiang Tower Hotel, a modern five
star international facility. The
Assembly will have exclusive use
of the hotel's banquet kitchen and
hall to assure adherence with
kashrut standards for those
desirous of observing.

The Assembly will remain in
Shanghai through April 23, when
the group will fly to Beijing for four
days of tours to the Great Wall, the
Ming Tombs, the Forbidden City
and more. In Beijing, Assembly par-
ticipants will stay at the Kunlun
Hotel, also a modern five star inter-
national hotel.

For further information about
participating in the Assembly, con-
tact Shelly Wax, CAL Hospitality
Services, 3015 Main St., Suite 317,
Santa Monica, CA 90405. Tele-
phone (213) 392-8541.

Sights: Tokyo is where tours of
Japan begin. The center of the
world's largest metropolitan area
(27 million people), it rivals New
York for vibrance, culture, wheeling
and dealing, and manages to do so
with virtually no crime or dirt. It is
not, however, the locus of most of
Japan’s Jewish sights. Tokyo has
only one place of purely Jewish in-
terest, the building of the Jewish
Community of Japan (8-8 Hiroo
3-chome, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo 150;
tel. 400-2559).

The old center (on the same site)
was a Japanese-style mansion with
a beautiful garden, but it was torn
down a decade ago. Half the land
was sold to endow a more utilitar-
ian building, with no garden. Never-
theless, the red-brick building, with
windows that form the branches of
a menora on the facade, makes up
a great deal in activity what it lost
in aesthetics. On the third floor is
the synagogue, a small, European-
style sanctuary with high-backed
oak pews and a bima in the center.
Like many synagogues in remote
communities, it has one section for
men, one for women and one for
mixed seating. Though affiliated
with the Conservative movement,
it does not count women in the
minyan. The crowd at a typical ser-
vice will be perhaps one-third
tourists or short-term visitors. It
will also include, on the average,
three or four Japanese—students,
members of one of the Christian
Zionist movements, people with an
academic interest in Judaism, or
the merely curious.

Though the congregation is
small, it has a school and a full
range of activities, from a Passover
cherry blossom tour to adult
classes as diverse as Jewish folk
dancing and Japanese flower ar-
rangement. The center also has a
regular lecture series on subjects
of Jewish and Japanese interest;
lecturers in recent years have in-
cluded Elie Wiesel, Ed Koch and
Yitzhak Shamir.

On one wall in the community
center building is a photograph-on-
silk-screen piece of the old Tokyo
synagogue by Tetsuya Noda, one
of Japan’s leading graphic artists.
When Noda married the daughter
of the Israeli ambassador, he con-
verted to Judaism, and one of his
best known works is an illustration
of his conversion ceremony. He has

done a variety of works on per-
sonal and Jewish themes and his
art can be found in the Tel Aviv
Museum, the Israel Museum in
Jerusalem and the Tikotin Museum
of Japanese Art in Haifa.

Though Makuya is based in
Tokyo, and it appreciates visitors, it
does not have a formal visitors' ar-
rangement there as it has in Jeru-
salem. If you happen to be in the
city’s Denenchofu section, you can
drive by the Makuya seminary, with
the large menora on the outside. It
is possible to attend a Makuya
religious service at one of the
group’s meeting places in central
Tokyo, although aside from a few
Hebrew songs, the service is en-
tirely in Japanese. Those who want
information should call 705-1211.

If Tokyo marks the beginning of a
trip to Japan, Kyoto (two hours and
forty minutes west on the “bullet”
train) is the heart of any journey.
The ancient capital is filled with
cultural treasures and temples.
Since it was not bombed during the
war, it also has an ingredient lack-
ing in most other big Japanese
cities—history. What is perhaps
most surprising, however, is that
Kyoto has the largest number of
Jewish sights.

The Beit Shalom movement, ori-
ginally the Japan Christian Friends
of Israel, takes its name from the
guest house on its campus on the
city’s western outskirts (9 Utano
Nagao-cho, Ukyo-ku, Kyoto; tel.
461-4603). Any Jewish visitor to
Kyoto is invited to stay for three
days at Beit Shalom, free of charge.
The building is a blend of the
Jewish and the Oriental. The house
is Japanese; shoes are removed
before entering and guests sleep
on futon—mattresses placed on
the floor. The Western-style living
room has a display case which
holds a small collection of menorot
and a Seder plate. On the walls are
a copy of Israel’'s Declaration of In-
dependence, and a photograph of
former Ashkenazic chief rabbi of
Israel Shlomo Goren, a one-time
visitor.

Also on the grounds are Beit Sha-
lom's headquarters church and
seminary. If you're there on a Sun-
day, you may be lucky enough to
hear the Shinonome Chorus, Beit
Shalom's Hebrew-singing choir,
which has performed in Israel and
the United States. In front of the
church is a statue of Anne Frank, a
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figure of near-worship for the
church’s members.

Though the Beit Shalom move-
ment does not officially embrace
the theory of Japanese descent
from the lost tribes, some of the
evidence cited to support a con-
nection is just a few miles away.
Koryuji is a temple worth seeing
for its Buddhist merit alone—the
setting is beautiful and it is home
to a remarkable eighth century
wood-carved Buddha, known as the
Miroku Bosatsu, officially desig-
nated as a national treasure. Adher-
ents to the lost-tribe theory believe
that the statue’s physical features
and the position of its fingers are
evidence of central Asian, and
therefore Jewish, origin.

The statue and temple are lovely,
if less than convincing as Jewish
sights, but in a small residential
section adjacent to the temple
grounds things get a bit more
spooky. Facing the road is a well
which bears the inscription “!sara
well.”” The word “Isara” is wrfitten
in phonetic characters, indicating
foreign origin. It could mean
“Israel's well.” Of course, from a
well built by a Jewish sojourner to
evidence of “lost tribes" is still a
quantum leap, but the well, at the
very least, casts an aura of mystery
over the origins of the Japanese-
Jewish relationship.

If there is one Japanese who has
a claim to a Jewish pedigree it is
Kampo Harada, probably Japan's
best known calligrapher. He traces
his ancestry to thirteenth-century
China—a time and place where
Jewish settlement is docu-
mented—and says the story that
they were of Jewish origin has
been handed down in his family.
Though he has no halakhic stamp
of approval, Kampo has always felt
close to the Jewish people and to
Israel and, about 15 years ago,
started what is now the largest col-
lection of Judaica in the Far East.
He has more than 4,000 books—
from seventeenth-century Poland
to twentieth-century America—on
Jewish subjects, as well as a Torah
and Ark in a room of his calligraphy
museum just a block from Kyoto's
Heian Shrine, an important center
of the Shintoism Kampo practices.
The books are in Hebew and
English, neither of which Kampo
knows, but the library/synagogue is
part of his museum tour. The mu-



